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Some ALTERATIONS and IMPROVEMENTS by various Hands, 
Alſo a PREFACE on the right Uſe of this Book. 
Together with a few FORMS of PRAYER for: private Uſe. 
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Reader, that ſeveral, both ancient and modern chriſtians, have 
contributed their quota towards enriching this Taracury ; 

that he has not ſtuck to any particular ſe& or party of chriſtians, but 
wherever he found a paſſage among the old authors, ſtriking, inſtrue- 
tive, or encouraging to the people of Gop, he inſerted it with great 
pleaſure, and applied to friends for their illuſtration of particular points 
in divinity, which he thought were more immediately neceſſary for 
the information of common readers; not points of ſpeculation, or 
doubtful interpretation, but what all allow are eſſential to the chriſtian 
religion; ſuch as Fairy, ReyexnTaxnce, Hormess, &c. and they 
readily favoured him with their ſentiments, prompted, he doubts not, 
A 2 | with 


* * 
re, 
d un. 


T* Epiros thinks it incumbent upon him to inform the 


iv. e 


with the ſame generous motive he himſelf is actuated by, ** the edi - 
4% fication of the CnilbREN of Goo.” He is, nevertheleſs, aware, that 
there are many who diſcover an excellent ſpirit and lively zeal, yet 
confine their regards to a few principles, which, however important, 
are not the whole of Chriſttanity, but want ſome other articles to guard 
them.—Knowledge and 8 he is perſuaded, muſt go hand in 
hand together. RE 

Tux edification of chriſtians in general, and of every reader in 
particular, is the profeſſed deſign of this publication. The grace of 
Gop forming the heart for Gop, is the Loxy's work; © the new 
* creature” is his workmanſhip, created in Car15T Js us unto good 
% works.” The foundation of the ſpiritual building is laid in CuhRIST; 
on this foundation the Chriſtian builds; in building upon their moſt 
holy faith, chriſtians will have their eye upon the Maſter-builder ; 
will keep to the plan of the work, to the plan of the chriſtian life, 
as drawn and ſet by Jesus ; and will be daily aſking and receiving di- 
rections and materials for carrying on the work. In this good work 
they 
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they meet with many impediments, ariſing from ſelf, the world, and 
the great enemy to religion, Satan; and at times are apt to be diſ- 
couraged ; as the Jews were often oppoſed and retarded in the build- 
ing of the temple by the ſubtilty and power of thoſe who hated them ; 
happy when the work was going on pleaſantly ; ſad and caſt down 
when it was otherwiſe. So when the good work in the ſoul is advan- 
cing, and there is a growth in the ſpiritual divine life, then are they 
glad and revive; when the work is more at a ſland; when many things 
concur to impede the progreſs of religion in the foul; when the mind 
is diſturbed with the remains of corruption, and power of unbelief ; 
when avocations from that enemy, the world, divert the attention 
from the work; when the Lord ſeemeth to have forgotten, and to 
hide his face, and dark diſpenſations of providence perplex and dif- 
quiet the weak mind ; when the frail body is bowed down with trouble, 
and the ſpirit is faint and languid, how ſad and ſorrowful the caſe ! 


Reaver, How is this work going on with you? Have you the 
{ame life and ſpirit you once had? or are you more feeble-minded ? 
A 3 | Is 
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Is a ſpirit of languor and deadneſs creeping upon you? Are you be- 
wailing the want of that ſweet experience of the power and pre- 
ſence of Gop you once had ? Are you, like Job, crying out, O that 
« I were as in months paſt, 4 the candle of the Logp ſhined 
upon me! Wilt thou not revive, wilt thou not enlighten my dark- 
„ neſs !“ If this is your complaint, go to the throne of grace; go 
often to the living ſtone, that you, as a lively ſtone in the building, 
may be built up in faith, love, and joy. Your enemies are many, are 
ſubtle, are ſtrong, but they ſhall not prevail; your Redeemer is ſtrong, 
the Loxn of hoſts is his name; he ſhall ariſe, and thoroughly plead 
your cauſe, and give you reſt, 


In the primitive Church, upon the plentiful effuſion of the Holy 

Ghoſt at Pentecoſt, how amiable the ſpirit of love to CarisT and his 

- truths, of warm unaffected devotion, of union, concord, and bro- 

therly love, among themſelves! They were all of one heart and 
« of one ſoul,” 


At 
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Ar che Reformation from Popery, how warm and bold the zeal of 
the venerable reformers, in contending for and promoting the pure 
doctrines of the goſpel! How wonderful their ſucceſs under the coun- 
tenance of the Moſt High! And in latter times, how have we ſeen 
religion teyive in ſome places, while it was remarkably declining in 
others! When purity of faith and purity in practice prevail in ang 
church, there God is glorified, there js true chriſtianity ; when in- 
ſtruments are raiſed up, who have a hearty love to the work, it goes 
on pleaſantly and proſpers : when the friends of Jasus are many, are 
zealous and active, and harmoniouſly- unite together in promoting 
the intereſts of his kingdom, how does the glorious deſign ſucceed ! 
„The whole body united ta the head, and fitly-joined together, and 
« compacted by that which every joiat ſupplieth, according to the 
« effetuai working in the meaſure of every part, maketh increaſe of 
* the body to the edifying itfelf in love.” On the other hand, when 
the truths of Jzsvs are denied, are darkned and obſcured ; when the 
{pirit of infidelity and error makes progreſs; when there is a general 
ſpirit of diffipation, and protigycy of manners; when the enemies of 


A 4 Jesvs 


viii. e. 


Jesvs increaſe, and carry on their attacks with ſome ſucceſs, what a 
ſtop 1s put to the glorious work, how is its/progreſs retarded! When 
there is a general languor and formality in matters religious; when 
there is a warmer zeal for things of doubtful diſputation, than for the 
great and ſubſtantial intereſts of the Redeemer's kingdom, how does 
vital ' chriſtianity decay! When inſtead of loving one another with a 
pure heart, fervently, and uniting in promoting the great cauſe againſt 
the common enemy, there is a ſpirit of party and difſention even 
amongſt profeſſed friends, how much does the work ſuffer, and how 
do the enemies triumph! Satan's watch-word is, Divide and devour ; 
i once he can ſeparate us from the fold, and withdraw us from the 
Shepherd's tents, his work is half done. ChRIsT's watch-word is, 
Unite and conquer: The path of duty is the path of ſafety. Surely 
this will lead all the true ſervants: of Gop to frequent and fervent 
prayer; O Loxp, revive, in wrath remember mercy, heal our 
„ breaches, forgive our animoſities, and unite us in the bands of love 
and affection, that our arms may be ſtrong, and the pleaſure of 


50 the Lon proſper in our hands.“ 


THAT 
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Tuar this book may be better underſtood, and a means of edifying 
every reader, let the following remarks be particularly attended to. 


1. Tas petitions and the divine anfavers, which are to be found among 
ſeveral of the ſcripture texts in the titles, may be of admirable uſe to 
many ; the Queſtions generally run in the complaining, inquiſitive 
ſtrain,' for information and redreſs, under the painful anxieties of a 
wounded conſcience; and the anſwers are well calculated to relieve 
and inform the diſtreſſed foul ; they generally conſiſt of gracious pro- 
miſes of ſcripture, which may eaſily be turned into petitions ; and if 
relief does not immediately come, yet the ſoul gets eaſe, by thus pour- 
ing out its complaints, and reminding the Loxp of his promiſes; faith 
in the word is hereby ſtrengthened, and the ſoul is led to ſee that 
trouble and anxiety are to precede rejoicing and triumph. : 


2. Taz diſtinction that is made in ſeveral parts of the book between 
bare morality and true chriſtianity, reſpecting the motives of actions, 
the principle from which they are done, and the degree and extent of 

them, 
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them. Morality is not chriſtianity, though there can be no true ehriſ- 
tianity without morality ; moral actions may be done from natural 
principles, and will certainly centre in ſelf, in ſome ſhape or other ; 
but a truly chriſtian act muſt proceed from a gracious principle in the 
heart, A moral man, and a true chriſtian, may both give ſomething 
to the poor; the poor is relieved by each; but the benevolence of 
the one may proceed from a natural generoſity of ſpirit, while that of 
the other comes from a ſenſe of divine favour and bounty already be- 
ſtowed upon himſelf, , They may both join in the ſame ordinances, 
Pray to the ſame ſupreme Being, and yet the one continue ſelf- righteous 
and vainly confident, while the other is bumbled, and lives upon di. 
vine grace; the principle within makes the difference between them; 


and they, whoſe religion is only moral, would * well to conſider 
the difference. 


3. In almoſt every page there are different portions of ſcripture put 
together, which ſerve to elucidate and explain each other; ſo that 
what in one is obſcure, is generally opened by its parallel, which will 

| de 


P N FF ai xi. 


be found very uſeful, if diligently compared; and ſerve to ſhew the 
abundance, the ſuper-abundance of light, promiſes, privileges, and 


advantages there are in the word of Gop, and how they become 


profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and jinſtruction in righ- 
<«« teouſneſs, that the man of God may be thoroughly furniſhed unto 
*« every good work, and, through the divine bleſſing upon him, be 
* made wiſe unto ſalvation.” 


4. LerT the reader be careful to diſtinguiſh between a ftate of ſafety 
by faith in Cuxisr, and a ſtate of aſſurance ariſing from ſenſible com- 
forts in the heart. The beſt of chriſtians experience great viciſſitudes 
reſpecting the frame of their minds; ſometimes they are lively and 
comfortable, then they are low and depreſſed ; now they have ſenſible 
tokens of divine favour, then again theſe are withdrawn, and they 
begin to queſtion the ſafety of their ſtate before God. The enemy 
often takes advantage of their uncomfortable frames, and would have 
them queſtion the reality of grace in their heart, and the conſequence 


generally is great anxiety and diſtreſs. In order to remove this, it is 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary to conſider what is the true foundation of hope, and to diſ- 
tinguiſh between what is permanent and durable, and what is fluctu- 
ating and changeable. | 


Taz work of the Redeemer is a perfect work, incapable of addition 
or diminution, everlaſting in its duration and efficacy; upon this the 
eye of faith ſhould be invariably fixed, and from hence comfort and 
ſupport in every ſtate is to be drawn; CRHRIST's blood is a conſtant 
propitiation, his righteouſnefs is a perfect covering; to theſe, Reader, 
have daily recourſe for cleanſing and recommendation before Gop ; 
by theſe you may filence all the accuſations of Satan, all the clamours 
of conſcience, all the threatenings of the law; for in Chriſt the be- 
hever 1s complete, and here may he fafely reft in his dulleſt and hea- 
vieſt moments: Happy frames, on the contrary, are beſtowed or with- 
held, as it pleaſes Goo; you may ſafely pray for them, becauſe great 
peace is promiſed to the children of Gop ; and, generally ſpeaking, 
the diligent and watchful are moſt frequently favoured with them ; and 
when you are bleſſed with them, be thankful ; but beware of depending 


upon 
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upon them, for this is the readieſt way to have them withdrawn: Spi- 
ritual pride may ariſe from this quarter, while a feeling ſenſe of weak- 
neſs and unworthineſs keeps the ſoul humble and continually depen- 


dent upon the Lord Jzsvs Car1sT alone for pardon, ſtrength, and ſal- 
vation. 


5. In ſpiritual conflicts it will often happen when God is about to 
work ſome great deliverance from ſome particular ſin, or prefling temp- 
tation, that, previous to his deliverance, the believer will think he had 
never been ſo wicked or oppreſſed before ; his corruptions are permit- 
ted to ſtir up in him, and he is apt to ſay with Moſes, reſpecting the 
Iſraelites, that“ Gop has not delivered him at all.” Reader, beware 
of ſuch a concluſion ; the greatelt darkneſs is generally a little before 
ſun-riſe ; „“the Iſraelites -proaned by reaſon of their taſk-maſters, and 
© heavy burdens,” juſt when God was about to deliver them; man's 
extremity is God's opportunity; out of darkneſs he brings forth light, 
of unbelief, faith ; of pride, humility ; his deſign is to bring down thy 
ſelf-righteouſneſs and vain confidence ; to cut the very finews of an arm 

of 
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of fleſh ; to convince thee that deliverance is of himſelf alone; to bring 
thee to a ſteady dependence upon his power, that his ſtrength may be 
perfected in thy weakneſs, and that he may have all the glory: Then 
will he appear for thee, and work wonderfully ; and in all thy after- 
conflicts of a ſpiritual kind, follow this advice, build not thy comfort 
of pardon upon thy victory, but thy victory upon thy pardon and ac- 
ceptance with Gop through CHAI1S H: ſtrive not, thinking that thou ſhalt 
only have remiſſion of fin when conquered, but ſeek firſt remiſſion, and 
believe that it is forgiven through CarisT., Being affured of this, 
ſtrive in faith againſt fins already forgiven, againſt enemies already 
conquered ; look on thyſelf as not only accepted with Gop through 
Cnntisr, but even in league and covenant with him againſt all thine 

enemies ; and by theſe means thou haſt, even in the conteſt, peace, 
courage, ſtrength, and victory. 


6. In this book are ſeveral parts of ſcripture hiſtory evangelized, 
or applied to ſpiritual purpoſes in a goſpel way; which may ſerve as 


ſpecimens for the improving of many more to the ſame end; hereby 
great 
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great advantages will ariſe to the intelligent reader, * The ſword of 
the Lord and of Gideon,” The command to drive out the Canaa- 
nites ; and if not, their becoming pricks in the eyes of the Iſrael- 
ites, &c. the atchievements of the Jews in their wars, the interpoſitions 
of providence in their behalf; their departing from God, and his 
ſelling them into the hands of their enemies; their groanings under 
captivity and oppreſſion; the rage and malice of their adverſaries, &c. 
afford ample matter of caution and inſtruction to every ſerious reader; 
all may be eaſily brought home and fpiritualized ; and will teach him 
to admire free grace; the tokens of divine favour will warn him of 
the power of his enemies, will ſhew him the danger of fin and cor- 
ruption, and the neceſſity of keeping clole to the Captain of his ſalya- 
tion from day to day, 


LasTLY. Dear Reader, beware of formality in the uſe of this book; 
it will be of little fervice barely to read it over; ſee that theſe truths 
be brought home to thy conſcience, and veg of the Almighty, that he 
would be pleaſed to apply them by his holy Spirit; then they will be 

bleſſed 
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bleſſed indeed to thy ſoul: examine your experience as you go along, 
particularly how you hate and fight againſt ſin ; how you maintain 
communion with Gop through the Spirit ; what it is to live by faith 
in Calis JEsvs 2 which are ſubjects much inſiſted on in this work 
and in the knowledge and experience of which conſiſts the greateſt 
part of a Chriſtian's happineſs ; ſee if your graces are lively and vigo- 
rous, if they are kept in exerciſe 3 the kingdom of heaven is a grow- 
ing kingdom, the ſeed of grace muſt bring forth fruit. 


May the Loxp our Gop, who, at the building of the material tem- 
ple of Jeruſalem, did not deſpiſe the leaſt ſervice or contribution, gra- 
ciouſly accept, in Cuxis r, of this feeble labour of love towards build- 
ing up this ſpiritual temple, and continue to bleſs it richly in the edi- 
fication of gracious ſouls, to the glory of his name, and for the ſake 
of his eternal love, Amen. 
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NEW (ſcene of time now begins; put up thy Hoſanna, O my ſoul, that the 
Lox p may fave, bleſs, and profper thee; may he grant thee a happy new year 
indeed ! For this purpoſe begin it with a dedication of thyſelf to Cop; thy time, 
circumſtances, and life are in his hands, implore his bleſſing and protection over thee 
this enſuing year. Begin this and every following day with prayer; let Gos have 
thy firſt thoughts in the morning, the impreſiion they make will not eafily be eraſed 
by worldly matters. Grace is protniſed-in the uſe of means; be thov diligent then 
and punctual in the performance of them; let thy daily requeſt be for an increaſing 
knowledge of thyſelf, and of Jesus CHRIS in his offices; for afen.e of pardoning 
mercyz for a lively vigorous faith; for communion with the Father and the Son 
through the Spirit; for true holineſs in heart and lite; tor ſtrength and protection 
againſt thy ſpiritual foes, and tor perſevering grace to hold out to the end. Pray for 
the proſperity of Zion, they proſper that love her; for thy friends and relations, 
begging the Almighty to take them into a covenant relation to himſelf; for a bleſ- 
ſing on thy worldly affairs; for a ſanctiſied uſe of health or ſickneſs, proſperity or 
adverſity, as Gop ſhall pleaſe to fend. YVerhaps, O my ſoul, this may be the laſt 
year of thy probation : 1s thy ſtate ſate? Art thou a real believer in j}zsvus ? Is the 
oil of grace in thy veſſ. !? It ſo, thou art prepared for every emergency. 


Mark xi. 9. 


And now, my ſoul, another year Now a new ſcene of time begins, 
Of thy ſhort life is paſt ; Set out a frei tor heavin 

I cannot long continue here, Seek pardon tor thy daily tns, 
And this may be my laſt. In Czxaz:sT lo freely giv n. 
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I vill ranſom them from the poaver of the grave. I quill redeem them from 


death : O Death, 1 will be thy plague ! O Grave, I will be thy deſtruc- 
tion ! Hos. xiii. 14. CurisT having ſpoiled principalities and powers, 
be made a fhrw of them openly, triumpling over them in it, COL. ii. 15. 


HE world is afraid of a hidden poiſon Where there is none. The 
real hidden poiſon is fin, which the Lord grant me to fear every 


. for it has infected all things and all places. But, O my dear 


Saviour, thou being my all- fficient Preſervative and Antidote in all 
places, O! dwell in me continu ly, and increaſe thou my faith, that 


I may know thee and enjoy thee more and more. Take away all 


flaviſh fear of death and hell from * ſoul, for thou haſt conquered 
d for me. 


Hoſanna to the Prinee of light, He took the tyrant's ſting away, 
That cloth'd himſelf in clay; And ſpoil'd our helliſh foes, 
Enter'd the iron gates of Death, : 
And tore the bars away. | Now holy triumphs of the ſoul 
Shall death itſelf outbrave, 


Death is no more the king of dread | Leave dull mortalicy behind, 
S:nce our IMMANUEL roſe; And fly beyond the grave. 


Aa 3 
But now, O Lok, thou art our Father : We are the clay, and thou our 
potter, and we are all the work of thy hand, Is At. Ixiv. 8. 


EING only clay in thy hands, O Lozp, as I muſt not, fo would I 
B not reſiſt thy workings by any means, I aſſuredly believe that thou 
wilt prepare and perfect me for a meet veſſel of grace, in ſpite of a 
thouſand hindrances. No work of thine comes ever ſhort of its in- 
tended perfection: For who can tay thy hand ? It is thy own ſaying 3 
«« I will work, and who ſhall let it?“ ISI. xlin. 13. 7 


An Artiſt delights in his own workmanſhip, and world not leave one fingle flaw 
or defect in it defignedly, PII. i. 6. O! then look upon me too, thou wiſe Crea- 
tor; ſee how ticth and blood diſorder my poor foul, and deliver me from alt that 
may endanger my ſpiritual life. Knowing thou canſt dong leſs than an human ar- 
tiſt, who is ever ready and exerts his {kill to mend and perfect his work, I truſt 
that thou wilt not always ſuffer thefe impediments to hinder and diſgrace thy work. 
Nay, ſuch is thy wiſdom and power, that out of darkneſs thou canſt bring light, out 
of fickneſs health; and though I am now deſtitute of ſtrength and life, yet I believe 
thy work will be finiſhed at laſt, and glorify the name of its maker, 1 PET. v. 10. 


Finiſh, Los d, thy new creation, Chang'd from glory into glory, 
Pure, unſpotted may we be, Till in heav'n we take our place, 
Let us ſee thy great ſalvation | Till we caſt our crowns betiore the, 
Perfectly reſtor'd by thee. Loſt in wonder, love, and praiſe. 
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O that the Salvation of Lſrael were come out of Zion ! When the Log brings 
back the captivity of his people, Jacob Hall rejoice, and Iſrael ſhall be 
glad, Ps AlL. xiv. 7.—Divine anſwer, If the Son make you free, then you 
are free indeed, Joan viii. 36. See alſo verſes 31, 32. 


OT as if fin ſhould be utterly deſtroyed, or entirely dead, and 

could not ſtir any more in the heart of believers : For the ſerip- 
ture ſpeaks of them as having ſtill the luſts and motions of ſin, Gar. v. 
13. But it imports only, that it has no power either to condemn, or to 
reign over us; nay it ſhall be weakened more and more, Ro. vi. 12, 14. 
So that CHRIST reigns in the heart even where fin dwells, in the midſt 
of his enemies; and it is a dangerous error indeed to believe that fin is 
deſtroyed in the root. If it were ſo, whence thoſe frequent expreflions 
and exhortations, to crucify, withſtand, and rule over it? Gal. v. 24. 


With pity in his eyes: Was ever ſpent in vain. 
He hears the dying pris'ners grone l | 

And ſees their Agbs ariſe. „ This ſhall be known when we are dead, 
| And left on long record, 


Now fits our Saviour on his throne, | It ſhan't be ſaid that praying breath 


e frees the ſouls condemn'd to death; 


That ages yet unborn may read, 
And when his ſaints complain, 


And truſt and praiſe the Lozp, 


3 


Al that cvill live godly (Note) in ChyIisr Jssvs (for bare morality the 
world likes well enough) all ſuffer perſecution, 2 Tim. iii. 18. The 
eavorld hates them, becauſe they are not of the world, Joan xvii. 14. 


HE children of Gop do not love and pleaſe the world, and are 


oftentimes greatly afflicted on account of the abounding wicked- 


neſs, and particularly the profanation of the Loxp's Name. Now when 
you can like the world, and 'the world can like you, there muſt be 
much worldlineſs in you : for the world loves its own. 


Many pretend to be Chriſtians, but they will not endure perſecution. Inſtead of 
this, they blame others for too much raſhneſs, and not acting prudently enough, to 
avoid the mockings and hatred of the world. Therefore they propoſe to take wiſer 
meaſures ; and to do more good, take great care not to be deſpiſed and rejected. But 
under this pretence of wiſdom and prudence, very often lies concealed a moſt abo- 
minable love and fear of men. Be thou nobler-minded, live as a Chriſtian indeed, 
and be not aſhamed to bear the croſs of CyurisrT., © The diſciple is not above his 
Maſter.“ Has eternal love, wiſdom, and power endured the contradiction and 
reproach of finners? Thou ſhouldſt be wiſer than him indeed, if thou couldſt 
eſcape the reproach and hatred of the world. 


May but his grace my ſoul renew, The word that ſaves me does engage 
Let finners gaze and hate me too! HA ſure defence from all their rage. 


B 3 


- 


6 ere 


All things are poſſible to bim that believeth, Manx is. 2 3. 


— is the moſt eſſential part, the eye and the very light of the 
eye in the chriſtian Religion: the whole turns upon that. As our 
faith js, ſo is our ſtrength and fruitfulneſs in good works. But at the 
ſame time there is nothing more out of our own power than to believe, 
even after the work of grace has been actually wrought in our hearts. 
Therefore nothing more needful than to pray for faith as long as we 
live. May the Loa p give and increaſe it continually ! | 


Nothing can be ſtronger in the univerſe than the hand of faith. By this we lay 
ſure hold on our moſt glorious and almighty Lox p in heaven, and ſuch an inviola. 
ble union is eſtabliſhed between CHRIS and a believing ſoul, that none can ſepa- 
rate the one from the other, all the powers of hell and fin avail nothing againſt it. 
Faith breaks through the greateſt obſtacles, removes mountains of difficulties, and 
has, as it were, a kind of omniporence in it. For this is the victory that over- 
comes the world, even our faith, 1 Jo, v. 4. Nay, it even wreſtles with Gop and 
prevails, GEN. xxxii. 28. As ſtraw cannot withſtand the force of fire ; ſo Gop be- 
ing a wall of fire around his people, the greateſt power of our mighty enemies ſhall 
be conſumed, like the ſtubble. O] then look upon him ſtedfaſtly, my ſoul, and 
believe in him with a ſimple heart. Wondrous are his ways with his people, and 
paſt finding out; but at laſt all their ſorrows and ſtrife, by the management of his 
infinite wiſdom, muſt come to a glorious and triumphant end. 


O let us go from ſtrength to ſtrength, From one degree of faith to more, 
From grace to greater grace ; Till we behold thy face. 


| Chriſt is all in all, Col. lil. 2. 


FOR a believer to receive and know CurisT as his AY, is the onl 


means to live truly a life of faith; and when he has done this, it 
will. not be hard to reſign all other things. To talk much of CHatsr, 
and make frequent uſe of his name one to another, is commendable, if 
the heart goes along with the words ; but to call upon God the Father 
with a filial confidence, is alſo our duty, and does not contradict the 
Apoſtle's meaning at all, for it is only through ChRIsT we can do it : 
aud as he ſays himſelf, the Father and He are one. Thou art my All, 
O gracious Loxy! what then can I want? I defire no more than to be 
put always in mind of this by the animating voice of thy Spirit. 


My Lon p, my life, my love, 
To thee, to thee I call; 
I cannot live, if thou remove, 
For thou art all in all. 
Thy ſhining grace can chear 
This dungeon where I dwell : 
Tis paradiſe when thou art here; 
If thou depart 'tis hell. 
The ſmilings of thy face, 
How lovely, Lene, they are! 


"Tis heav'n to reſt in thine embrace, 
And no where elſe but there, 
Nor earth, nor all the ſky, 
Can one delight afford; 
No, not a drop of real joy, 
Without thy preſence, Lox ö. 
To thee my ſpirits fly 
With fulneſs of defire : 
And yet, how far from thee I lie! 
Dear Ja8v3, raiſe me higher, 


8 AN UAA r 8: 


They being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and going about to cſflabliſß 

their own righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the righteou/+ 

neſi of God. For with the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs. Who- 

feever believeth on him, ſhall not be aſhamed. For God hath concluded 

- them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all, Ro. x. 3, 10, 
11, and xi. 32. | 


BSERVE this capital text, which condemns all works and human righteouſ- 

neſs, and propoſes faith as the only means of obtaining the mercy of Gop. 
But the Heathens and Unconverted, and ſome grave and ſpecious Chriſtians, have 
much righteouſneſs of their own, which proves their hindrance in faith, and in the 
Tighteouſneſs of CHRIS T; for though they imagine themſelves to be relying upon it 
in faith, it is only imagination, fince in fact they rely upon this or that, upon ex- 
ternal worſhip, alms, and the like. And though ſome of them be wicked, they 
look upon others as worſe, and have ſtill a righteouſneſs of their own. Now he 
who deſires to be juſtified and ſaved by faith in Cyz1sT, muſt penitently and ſor- 
Towfully conſider himſelf as unrighteous and wicked, be diveſted of all his own 
righteouſneſs, hunger and thirſt after the righteouſneſs of Cyr18sT, he covered with 
it in faith, call upon the name of the Loxy, and depend upon the mercy of Gon 
alone; ſo will he be juſtified, ſaved, and not be aſhamed. 


Jesv ! thy blood and righteouſneſs, Bold ſhall I ſtand in the great day, 

My beauty are, my glorious dreſs ; For who aught to my charge ſhall lay? 
Midſt flaming worlds in theſe array'd, Fully through theſe abſolv'd 1 am, 
With-joy ſhall 1 lift up my head. From fin and fear, from guilt and ſhame, 


A 9 
T cried with my whole heart, hear me, O Lob, 7 will! tcp thy flatutes. 
Great peace have they which love thy law, and nothing ſhall offend them. 
1 hawve kept thy precepts and thy teftimonies, for all my ways are before ther. 
J have gone aftray like a loft ſheep ; Jeet thy ſervant, for I do net forget 
thy commandments, Ps ALM CXiX. 145, 165, 168, 170. | x 
SHE word of Gop ſhould be ever connected with prayer; for why 
is it that many hear and read, withcut being the better ? They do. 
not pray in faith for a bleſſing. We muſt, like David, pray with the 
utmoſt fervor, that we may underſtand and retain the word of Gop, 
and bring forth fruit; for a Chriitian has nothing ſo much at heart, 
as that he may always act up to the word and will of God; his prayer 
is, Logp, let my footſteps be ſure, according to thy word, and let no- 
thing contrary to thy law have dominion over me, either in my doc- 
trine or practice. If this prayer be granted, great will be our peace; 
for the word of God is a word of peace; Jzsus himſelf will be our 
peace, and then nothing ſhall offend us; we ſhall take keed unto all 
our ways before Gop, and fo walk before him, as to continue humble, 
like David, who conſidered himſelf as a ſtraying and loſt ſheep. Lory, 
we are by nature ſtraying and loſt ſheep, ſeek and fetch us back from 
the error of our ways, and preſerve us in thy paſture. 


My ſoul hath gone too far aſtray, Yet ſince I've not forgot thy way, 
My feet too often flip Reſtore thy wand' ring ſheep. 


r 


1 have waited for thy ſalvation, O Loxd! Gen. xlix. 18. 


ANY have received comfort from theſe words in death, and 

waited in faith for their ſalvation. The thoughtleſs and impeni- 
tent wait only for temporal proſperity in their lives, and therefore can- 
not expect eternal bliſs, but on the contrary a dreadful judgment after 
death. O that they would enter into themſelves this very day, that 
at the eve of life they might, like Jacob and Simeon, depart in peace. 
We will not therefore look for any earthly things, but for the Sa- 
viour, who is already come, who will grant us his ſalvation, his aid 
and deliverance in life and death, and will conduct us ſafely at laſt, 
thouph we ſhould wait ſome time for his help, Yes, my Redeemer, 
they who wait, depend upon, and hope in thee, ſhall not be aſhamed ; 
grant us only faith and patience, that we may wait on thee from one 
morning-watch to another; and, enduring all things, make the whole 
courſe of our lives one perpetual expectation of thy aid; and may we 


ever abundantly experience thy help and ſalvation, eſpecially at our 
latter end. | 


Chriſt's own ſoft hand ſhall wipe the tears } How long, dear Saviour, O how long 
From ev'ry weeping eye, Shall this bright hour delay ? 

And pains,and groans,and griefs,and fears | Fly ſwiftly round, ye wheels of time, 
And death itſelf ſhall die. And bring the welcome day. 


PAN Ii 


For God /o loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that twho- 
Seever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. For 
God ſent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
auorld through him might be ſaved. He that believes on bim is not con- 

| demned, Jon iii. 16—18. 


O * that theſe truly precious words were ever warmly impreſſed on our hearts; 
that they were our laſt thoughts at night, and the firſt at our awaking in the 
morning; and that by this means they were improved in ſuch a manner, as to make 
our dying-bed eaſy in the evening of our life, and to inſure our rifing with gladneſs 
in the morning of the reſurrection. And what more bleſſed and delightful medita- 
tions can 1 daily dwell upon, than to think thus: God has loved me, even me, 
when I was his enemy, and ſo loved me, that he gave me his only Son. Now he is 
mine indeed, and all things are mine, 1 Cox. iii. 21. For he has not ſpared his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us all; and, being thus reconciled to him, how 
ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things? Roms. viii. 32. He will never 
ſuffer me to periſh. He paſſed his word for it. It is he that ſays that © I ſhall not 
periſh ; I ſhall not be condemned, but have everlaſting life, if I believe. This 


will 1 build and depend upon to my laſt moments, as upon an immoveable 
rock. Amen, and Amen. 


O] for this love let earth and ſkies And the full choir of human tongues 
With hallelujahs ting; | All balleluyabs fing. 


12 ; 4 4. $i ene 

In CRI we have redemption through his blood, even the forgivene/s of 
fins, COL. i. 14. Having forgiven you all treſpaſſes. Blotting out the 
hand-writing of ordinances that was againſt us, which was contrary to 


ur, and took it out of the way, nailing it to the croſs, Cor. ii. 13, 14. 
Therefore, ſaid he, It is ffniſbed, JOHN xix. 30. | 


R E theſe the true ſayings of Gop ? Then, O my ſoul, thou haſt a ſure founda- 
tion to go upon; let it be thy conſtant care firmly to depend upon theſe, and 
fych like bleſſed declarations; look to Ixsus for every bleſſing thou ſtandeſt in need 
of: Has CnersT brought life and immortality to light? then look unto him an 
ive: Is there redemption through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins? then 
throw all thy guilt upon his atonement: Has he blotted out the hand-writing of 
ordinances that was againſt thee ? then ſhake off ſelf-righteous dependencies, and 
legal fears alſo: Did he die for thy fins? then let his goodneſs and love lead thee 
to unfeigned repentance; let the ſenſe of thy fins break thine heart, but encourage 
thy hope in the goſpel. 


Not all the blood of beaſts My faith would lay her hand 

On Jewiſh altars ſlain, On that dear head of thine, 
Could give the guilty conſcience peace, | While like a penitent I ſtand, 

Or waſh away the tain, | And there confeſs my fin, 
But Cnr15T, the heavinly Lamb, | My ſoul looks back te ſce 

Takes all our fins away; The burdens thou didſt bear, 
A facrifice of nobler name, When hanging on the curſed tree, 

And richer blood than they, And hopes her guilt was there. 


JL. ANY 13 


Keep me as the apple of thine eye, hide me under the ſhadow of thy wings, 
PSALM xvii. 8.—Divine anſwer, He fhall cover thee with his fta- 
thers, and under his wings ſhalt thou truft ; bis truth foall be thy fhield 
and buckler, PSALM xci. 4. | 


HERE is none, O Lor ol that has more need continually tok eep cloſe to thee 

in prayer and jaith; and ac the ſame time none is more unable to do it than 

I, the leaſt of all thy flock, OI that thou wouldſt be graciouſly pleaſed to incline 

and enable me to this bleſſed work; and grant that thy good Spirit, according to 

his own pleaſure, may never ſuffer me to be faint and backward in the ſame, 

Foraſmuch as I truly reſt my faith under the wings of thy grace, I am ſure of de- 

fence, power, and comfort; but as ſoon as I wander from thee, I am in danger 

of loting the comtortable ſenſe of theſe privileges, and falling into various errors 

and perplexities. Guide me, O Lozp, by thy ccuntel in this world, and at laſt 
receive me into glory.“ Amen. 


He that has made his refuge Gop, Thrice happy man! thy Maker's care 


Shall find a moſt ſecure abode ; Shall Keep thee from the fowier's ſnare, 
Shall walk ail day beneath his ſhade, Satan the fowler, who betrays | 
And there at night thall reſt his head. Unguaided fouls a thouſand ways. 

Juſt as a hen protects her brood What though a thouſand at thy fide, 
From birds of prey that ſeek their blood, | At thy right hand ten thouſand dy'd, 
Under her feathers; ſo the Loz»y Thy Gop his chofen people ſaves. 


Makes his on arm his people's guard. | Amongſt the dead, amidſt the graves, 


erer 


From that time Ixsus began to preach, and to ſay, Repent, for the kings 
dom of heaven is at hand, MATT. iv. 17. 


HE kingdom of heaven appertains to thoſe who repent. And the 

[ firſt mark of repentance is poverty af ſpirit ; whence Ixsvs ſaith, 
Chap. v. 3, Blefſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.” John preached repentance ; Jzsys preaches it here, 
and fo did his apoſtles afterward. Thus true repentance is neceſſary 
for all; and the beginning of it is to acknowledge ourſelves poor mi- 
ſerable finners, depraved by nature, and fo totally void of any righ- 
teonſneſs or worth of our own ; to confefs our nakedneſs; to drop all 
the fig-leaves of vain excuſes and falſe comforts; to lay open our 2 
verty, our wants before Gon; to accuſe ourſelves, and plead guilty of all 
dur fins, but ſeek mercy from ChRIsT. If we do this we are bleſſed, 
and the kingdom of heaven is ours, This poverty of ſpirit 1s both the 
firſt and laſt foundation laid in the heart; for the faithful are more and 


more grounded in poverty of ſpirit, the nearer they approach to their 
conſummation. 


Pure are the joys above the ſky, | Theſe holy gates for ever bar 

And all the regions peace: Pollution, fin, and ſhame ; 
No wanton lips, nor envious eye, None ſhall obtain admittance there, 
Can ſee or taſte the bliſs, But followers of the Lamb. 
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: 
Pray awithout ceaſing, 1 THRESS. v. 17. 


Lan. Ao 


— 


— 


ou 


8 


111 —_ — * 


— 


1 we have not grace enough, it is decauſe we do not pray enough. 
For moſt true it is, we need not ſtrive to move God to compaſſion, 
and extort, as it were, the bleſſings from him by our prayers. Very 
far from it, He is every minute communicating himſelf to us; in 
every word he holds forth CHRIST and every good thing to us: But 
we mult always have a foul hungering after CHaisr, and by inceflant 
prayer ſtretch out the hand of faith to receive him. This is chiefly to be 
underſtood of the inward deſires and groanings of our ſpitit; but we 
muſt not omit to pour out our ſupplications daily, as oft as we can, by 
words, elſe our ſecret mental prayers at laſt may become ſo ſecret, as 


to ceaſe perhaps entirely. 


Father, in the mighty name 

Of thy well-beloved Son, 
One of all thy gifts I clann, 

All my wants I ſpeak in one; 
Let me for the promiſe Ray, 

Only give me power to pray. 


Grant me comfort, or deny, 
Viſit, or from me depart, 
Only ler thy Spirit cry 
Abba Father in my heart; 
Abba Father would I ſay, 
Only give me power to pray. 


: . 
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Hbide in ne, Joan xv. 4. Loxp, to whom ſpall we go, thou haſt the 
words of eternal life, JOEN vi. 68. For it ts good for me to draw near 
to God. I hawe put my truſt in the Lord Gop, PsaLM Ixxiii. 28. 


O abide in ChxIs r, who is our righteouſneſs and ſtrength, and 
| not to be moved from him, is the very, life and power of chriſtia- 
| | nity ; for to know him to be our righteouſneſs, brings peace and joy; 
S | which joy in the Loxp is certainly followed with ſtrength to overcome 
fia and the world, which believers 1enounce the more readily, as they 
& | have found ſomething better in CHRIST. May the Logp give me grace 
4 WE likewiſe immoveably to abide in him. | 
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A CarrsT is my light, my life, my care, , My Gop! and can an humble child, 

| My bleiſed hope, my heav'nly prize; That loves thee with a flame ſo high, 
Dearer than all my paſſions are, Be ever from thy face exil'd, | 
My limbs, my bowels, or my eyes. Without the pity of thine eye! 


, 


— Ay — 


| The ſtrings that twine about my heart, | Impoſſible! for thine own hands, 
Tortures and racks may tear them off; | Have ty'd my heart fo faſt to thee, 
But they can never, rever part, And in thy bock thy promiſe ſtands, 

With their dear hold of Cun g my love. | That where thou ai t, thy friends mult be, 
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—— 


JAN UA 17. 17 


Chrift has redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us > 
for it is written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree. That the 6 
fing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt ; that 
ave might receive the promiſe of the Spirit through faith, GAL, iii. 13, 14. 


HE Spirit of ſanQtification is the gift of CyrisT. Conſequently 
there is a great difference between moral actions done by our 
own ſtrength, and true ſanctification of the Spirit. The latter cannot 


take place before the ſoul truly receives CHAIsT, and abides in him as 


its only propitiation, righteouſneſs, and peace; for he being firſt made 
to us of God our zighteouſneſs, will then be made our ſanctification like- 
wiſe, 1 Cor. i. 30. And the kingdom, work, and image of Gop, 
will go on beſt when we truſt leaſt to our own ſtrength ; ſanQification 
is now become a more eaſy taſk, and we need not be compelled to it 


by the terrors of the law, ſince CarisT lives and works in us, and we 


in a child-like temper live henceforth to him who died for us. 


The law commands and makes us know | The law diſcovers guilt and fin, 
What duties to our Gop we ewe; And ſhews how vile our hearts have been 
But *tis the goſpel muſt reveal Only the goſpel can expreſs 

Where lies our ſtrength to do his will, 8 love, and cleanſing grace. 
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}! | 18 J e 18. 
1 Cbriſt i is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that believers 
1 8 Row. x. 4+ 


Wi the law by its ſpirituality has condemned all our works and 
doings, convinced us of our weakneſs, and flain us, it has done 
its work; and has no further bulineſs, but to be our {choolmaſter, to 
bring us unto CyrLsT ; and being in him, the law has no demands up- 
on us any more, conſidered as a covenant of works, ſeeing we have a 
perfect righteouſneſs, every way commenſurate to the full demands 
of the law, even the righteouſneſs of CarisT ; and fo he is the end of 
the law for a juſtifying righteouſneſs, which is made ours by believing ; 
in this ſenſe we are dead to the law, and it is dead twus; but as a rule 
of duty we eſtabliſh it, and ought to have an unfeipned reſpect to all 
its divine commands, as a proof of our fincerity before Gop, 
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MW Lord, when my thoughts with wonder roll } My paſſions riſe and ſoar above, 
| Ober the ſharp ſorrows of my ſoul, I'm wing'd with faith and fir'd with love; 
And read my Maker's broken laws, Fain would I reach eternal things, 
Repair d and honour'd by thy croſs ; And learn the notes that Gabriel ſings. 
| When I behold death, hell, and fin, | But my heart fails, my tongue complains, 


| Vanquiſh'd by that dear blood of thine; For want of their immortal ſtrains ; 
And ſee the man that groan'd and dy'd | And in ſuch humble notes as theſe 
Sit glorious by his Father's ſide, {| Mutt fall below thy victories, 
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But the dove found no reft for the fole of her foot, and Sh returued unto 
Noab into the ark. Then he put forth hit band and took her, and pulled 
her to him into the art, GER. viii. 9. 


ANY, on their firſt awakening from fin, apply themſelves to 

very hard works and rigorous duties, thereby expecting io find 

rell for their wounded conſciences. But, though the right and diligent 
uſe of all the means of grace 13 abſolutely required, yot great care muſt 
be taken not to quiet ourſelves by that only. We ſhould not place any 
confidence at all in our own doings, but only look for reſt through the 
work of the redemption, and the blood of CuzisT. To know ourſelves 
entirely juſtified by him, would foon fill our hearts with peace, nay, 
encourage and enable us to do good works, 2 Caron. xvii. 6. | 


In vain the trembling conſcience ſzeks | Juft ſo our thoughts from thing to thing 


Some ſolid ground far reſt, In reſtleſs circles rove; 

With long deſpair the ſpirit breaks, Juſt ſo we droop and hang the wing, 
Till we apply to Chriſt, | When Jeſus hides his love. 

Juſt as we ſee the loneſome dove While Jeſus ſhines with quick'ning grace 
Bemoan her widow'd fate, We ling and mount on high ; 


Wand'ring ſhe flies thro" all the grove, | But if a frown becloud his tace, 
And mourns her loving mate. 2 We faint, and tire, and die. 
2 
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20 KR 20. 
By this ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love one 1 


another, JOHN xiii. 35. Forbearing one another in love. Endeawour- 
ing o keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. Let not the ſun 
go down upon your wrath ; but be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as GOD, for CurisT's ſake, has forgiven 
you, Erh. iv. 2, 3, 20, 32. 


UMBLE chriſtians never affect fingularity, nor pretend to have 
the preference one of another; they rather ſtudy to be of one 

mind, ſtrive not about words, leſt the general harmony ſubſiſting be- 

tween them, and the edification of ſouls, ſnould be hindered. Whoever 

judges and blames every thing, and can never agree in words and no- 

tions, or join in devotion with other experienced chriſtians, is puffed 

up with ſelf-conceit, and is in the way. to make a dangerous ſhip- 
wreck ; for pride comes before a fall.“ 


Nor diff*rent food, nor diff rent dreſs, ' For Gov, the gracious and the wiſe, 


Compoſe the Kingdom of our Lox D; Receives the feeble with the ſtrong. 
But peace, and joy, and righteouſneſs, - a - 
Faith, and obedience to his word, Let pride and wrath be baniſh'd hence, 
Meekneſs and love our fouls purſue ; 
When weaker chriſtians we deſpiſe, Nor ſhall our practice give offence 
We do the goſpel mighty wrongz. _ | To ſaints, the Gentile or the Jew, 


; . "PIP 


Nn 21 
While the bridegroom tarried, they all ſlumbered and flept, Marr. xxv. 10. 


FAT ht I may be rouſed out of my ſlumber, and be watchful, and 
ready againſt the coming of my Bridegroom ! How many are there 
that ſet out in good earneſt in their way to heaven, and run well for 
ſome time, but at laſt are lulled to reſt, and entangled again with a 
falſe notion of liberty! even the wiſe virgins fall aſleep. Let this be 
a warning to me, O Lord ! ſet thou a guard before my eyes, ears, and 
other faculties, leſt the world ſhould again enter through theſe avenues 
of the heart: if the ſpark be not ſpeedily extinguiſhed, it will ſoon 
break out into a flame; thus fin is of a progreſſive nature, and its 
venom ſpreads quickly and very wide, unleſs it be ſtopped and op- 
poſed in time. Watch therefore over this unſteady heart of mine, O 
thou keeper of Iſrael! that as ſoon as it begins to wander from thee, 
I may be alarmed to flee from ſin as from a ſerpent. Give me grace 
to look upon every hour as my laſt, ſo that being ever wiſely upon my 
uard, I may meet thee with joy, when my time is run out, whenever 
it ſhall pleaſe thee to call me hence. 


The fearful ſoul that tires and faints, Lox p, let not all my hopes be vain, 
And walks the ways of Gop no more, | Create my heart entirely new; 

Is but eſteem'd almoſt a ſaint, Which hypocrites could ne'er attain, 
And makes his own deſtruction ſure, ] Which falſe apoſtates never knew. 
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Byt awhile men ſlept, his enemy came, and ſoued tares among the aubeat, 
Marr. xiii. 29. 


O wonder that chriſtians loſe their power and ſtrength, if the 
enemy of ſouls find them aſleep. How ſoon may he gain an ad- 
vantage from without, if a ftri guard is not kept within! Though Sa- 
tan ſeems to ſleep ſometimes, = we fhonld by all appearance be in no 
great danger, it is only his ſtratagem to make us careleſs. He never fails 
to be vigilant, and watch his opportunity that he may offer us battle 
with advantage; and who knows but he may gain the victory by thoſe 
very fins, to which perhaps we, for many years, had hardly any temp- 
tation. O! how canningly does he work ! how inticing is the world ! 
even in lawful things, very often, the moſt dangerous ſnares lie hid- 
den. A {ſingle word that we hear may be able to difturb our peace. 
One unguarded look is ſometimes enough to infatuate our hearts, 
There is danger on all fides. Unleſs the Loxp opens our eyes, and 
preſerves us on all occafions, each of us, even the beft, may ſtill be 
overcome, and deadly hurt by fin and the world. Satan is particularly 
buſy to fift the godly moſt of all, and having catched them in his net, 
triumphs exceedingly over them. | 
O Load, ſuffer me never to fall aſleep again! 


Help me to watch and pray, And tet me ne'er my truſt betray, 
And on thyſelf rely; | Left I for ever die. 


JAN UA V 25. 23 
The mor? thei affied them, the more they multiplied and rech. And the 
children of Jjrael ſighed. by reaſon of the bondage, and they cried; and 


their cry came up unto God, by reaſon of the bondage. And God looked 


pon the children of 1jrael, and God had reſpe unto them, Ex0D, i. 12. 
3s Chap. ii. 23, 25. | 


HE more we are oppttifed by our ſpiritual and temporal enemies, the more 

will the kingdom of Gov increaſe in and through us, And when diftreſs 
and dangers oppreſs us moſt, Gop haſtens to our aid, and makes dur neceſſity it- 
ſelf the means of our relief; for the ways of Gop are always wonderful. It was an 
extreme diſtreſs when the children of, the Iſraelites were caſt into the river; but 
this was the means of preſerving Moſes, their intended deliverer. When Moſes 
came, they wert not relieved immediately, for their calamities increaſed, This is 
God's method. But they cried the more to Gov, and he relieved them by figns 
and wonders. After this, their diſtreſs. was greater than ever, at the Red Sea. For 
after Gop has ſhewn his glory in aſſiſting. us, he can ſtill ſend greater trials. But 
when they were beſet on all ſides by diſtreſs and death, then came the moſt glori- 
ous ſuccour of all, and their enemies periſhed in the Red Sea. Lord, ſuffer us not. 
to deſpair in any extremity, but enable us to believe and experience that the greater 


our diſtreſs, the nearer and more glorious will be thy aid, and all our. enemies will 
be conſumed as ſtubble before the devouring flame. 


Lox», I am thine, but thou wilt prove What ſinners * 1 refigr : 
My faith, my patience, and my love. Los p, 'tis enough that Thou art mine : 

When men of ſpite againſt me join, I ſhall hebold thy bliſsful ſace,, . _ 
They are the ſword, the hand is thine. | And ſtand compleat in righteouſneſs. 
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Herein is lowe, not that awe lowed God, but that he lowed us, and ſent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our fins. We love him, becauſe he firſt loved 
x5, 1 Joan iv. 10, 19. He that loves me, ſhall be lowed of my Father 
and I will love him, and will manifeſt myſelf. unto him. We will come 
unto bim, and make our abode with him, [ox xiv. 21, 23. 


02 a glorious promiſe, what manner of love is this! Lozp, I 
CF. would not exchange my croſs and ſufferings, much leſs thy love, 
for the love and honours of the world. _ Only make it more known to 
me how preat thy love is, and how much thou haſt forgiven me, that 
I may love thee much again, and be thereby ſtill better purged from 


the inordinate love of temporal things. It is my earneſt deſire that the 


gates of my heart ſhould be open to none but thee, that thou alone 
mayeſt dwell in me. Shed thy love abroad in my heart, quicken and 
renew all the faculties of my mind and body, and work every thing in 


and for me. 
O! for this love, let rocks and hills Hoſanna round the ſpacious earth 


Their laſting ſilence break; To thine adored name. 
And all harmonious human tongues Angels aſſiſt our mighty joys, 
The Saxiour's praiſes ſpeak. Strike all your harps of gold; 


Yes, we will praiſe thee, deareſt Lozp, | But when you raiſe your higheſt notes, 
Our ſouls are all on flame 5 | His love can neꝰ er be told. 


AN UAA 25 


Wherefore wwe labour, that whether preſent or ab/ent, aue may be accepted 
F him, 2 COR, v. 9. 


HIS indeed is the true diſpoſition of a ſoul eſpouſed to Chxisr. 

She has but one care, which is to pleaſe him in all things. And 

this deſire to do his will, is as it were the ring and ſeal of her bride- 

| groom, which ſhe may look upon even in the abſence of all ſpiritual 
Joy, as a token for good, that ſhe 1s his ſpoule, 


Ought not then this day, O my foul, to be a new wedding-day with Cyz1sT? 
He is deſirous that thou ſhouldeſt be betrothed unto him, even now, and waits only 
for thy conſent. Hearken, O daughter, conſider and incline thine ear; be no longer 
married to the world. Forget thine own people and thy father's houſe, and take 
him alone for thy huſband, ſo ſhall the King greatly defire thy beauty, Wilt thou 
give the refuſal to this glorious and loving Saviour? I hope not, Give it rather to 
the world, and reſolutely ſay, It is enough, I have done with thee, O poor world! 
I break the bonds of my former love; my eyes and my feet ſhall henceforth only be 
directed to the bleſſed and eternal city of the new Jeruſalem, where my heavenly 
bridegroom reſides. And O what need have I to be duly prepared, dreſſed, and 
beautified, againſt his coming, and the time of his taking me home to himſelf! 


Lox p Ixsvs, keep me longing for thine appearance. 


The Lon is ours, and we deſpiſe The Lon p is ours; the thought imparts 
The rage, though hell itſelf ſhould riſe: } Immortal tranſport to our hearts. 


25 r 


Et 8s therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that aue may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need, Hes, iv. 16. 


That we wers all ſo wiſe as to prepare and provide ourſelves in due 
time with the right armour of faith, before the time of need and 
hour of death approach. Come, my reader, let us begin now, directly, 
to lay in a good ſtock of grace by continual prayer, leſt we ſhould come 
too late and be undone. Behold the encouragement of CHRIST. «I am 
the door, ſays he, and the way,” Joan x. i. chap. xiv. 6. Now by this 
door you may ſind the entrance into the heart and favour of Gop, CHRIST 
bimſelf fitting on a mercy-ſeat to receive and welcome the vileſt of ſin- 
ners. And there is no drawing near to God but thro? him, and cloathed 
in the robes of the righteouſneſs of our only Redeemer, Mediator, and 
Advocate. He is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, nay, 
the very All in all to believers: With CHRIST they can never part; and 
he can never part with them: 


Of him who did falvation bring; | Tho? fin and forrow wound my foul, 

I could for ever think and ſing: ]Jz$v, thy balm can make it whole. 

Arife, ye guilty, he'll forgive; | Guide thou, O Lord, guide thou my courte, 

Ariſe, ye poor, he will relieve. And draw me on with thy ſweet force; 

Aſt but his grace, and lo! tis given; | Still make me walk, ſtill make me tend, 
| By thee my way, to Cop my end. 


Aft, and he turns your hell to heav'n ; 


AN a 27 

Gov rommenderh bis love toward: us, in that while we were yet ſinners 
CHRIST died for uu. Much more then being now juſtified by his blood, we 
ſhall be ſaved from wrath through him. For if when wwe were enemies 


- we were reconciled to Gor by the death of his Sen; much more being re- 
conciled, wwe ſhall be ſaved ty his life, Rou. v. 8, 9, 10. 


ERE we have much more reaſon to cry out than Moſes, Devr. 
H xxxiii. 3. The Loxd loved the people.” But here I muſt be. 
ech thee too, O Loxp, that this infinite gift of thy Son may appear to 
me greater and greater every day; and that thy love ſhining ont in bis 
redemption may go on ſo to increaſe in my ſonl, as to diſperſe all clouds 
of darkneſs, unbelief, and hard thoughts of thy goodneſs, Whenever 
this flanderous ſpirit tries to lift up his head, you that my faith and 
love may be quickened and ſtrengthened in ſuch a manner, as heartily 
to praiſe thy great love in ſpite of all his ſuggeſtions. This is the chief 
defire which 1 offer unto thee in all my prayers, night and day. The 
want of faith and love, I am ſenſible, is ſtill my greateſt want: My 
ſoul is like a large empty veſſel ; but I pray thee to fill it ſpeedily, not- 
withſtanding any oppoſition that may be made by my unrenewed part. 


Come, guilty ſouls, and flee away Gop lov'd the world and gave his Son 
Like doves to Jx$v's wounds; To drink the cup of wrath; 
This is the welcome goſpel-day, And Jzsvs ſays, he'll caſt out none 


Wherein free grace abounds. That come to him by faith. 


28. r 


For even hereunto avere ye called; becauſe CHRIS alſo ſuffered for us, leau- 
ing us an example, that ye ſhould follow his fleps, 1 PETER ii. 21. 


O believe in Chats for redemption, for juſtification, for ſane- 
tification, is but one half of the duty of faith. It reſpects 
Cur1sT only as he died and ſuffered for us, as he made atonement for 
our ſins, peace with Gop, and reconciliation for us, as his righteouſ- 
neſs is imputed to us unto juſtification. Unto theſe ends he is indeed 
primarily and principally propoſed unto us in the goſpel ; and with re- 
ſpect unto them we are exhorted to receive him, and to believe in him. 
But this is not all that is required of us. Cnalsr in the goſpel is 
ropoſed unto us as our pattern and example of holineſs. And as it 
is a curſed imagination, that the whole end of his life and death was 
to exemplify and confirm the doctrine of holineſs, which he preached ; 
fo to negle& his being our example in conſidering him by faith unto 
that end, and labouring after — er to him, is evil and pernicious. 


Wherefore let us be much in contemplation of what he was, what he 
did, how in all inſtances of duties and trials he carried himſelf, until an 
image or idea of his perfect holineſs is implanted in our minds, and we 
are made like unto him thereby, | 


Ne 29 


The goſpel is made known to all nations for the obedience of fait by 
ROMANS xvi. 26. | 


HE ſaving faith which is the gift of God, is known by many 
bleſſed effects; but this one includes all the reſt, it produces 
obedience, He that is a child of Gop through faith in CarisT Jesus, 
is born to obey ; in his mind 1s not only the true light of revelacion, 
but alſo the ſubjection of his underſtanding to it; his own reaſon is 
made to yield to the reafon of God; his will bows to the power of di- 
vine truth ; his heart receives it in the love of it; upon which the 
whole man obeys ; he lives, and walks, and fights, and conquers by 
the faith of the Son of God; yea, his faith is mighty through Gop to 
the pulling down of ſtrongholds, “ caſting down imaginations, and 
*« every high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of Goo, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
« CyrisT.” O my God, let it be thus with me; holy and eternal 
Spirit, ſhine upon thine own grace, and let me ſee more clearly that 
my faith is of thine operation.—O lead me from faith to faith—and in 
hearing, reading, meditating on thy word, in praying, and in all the 
means of grace, meet me, and bleſs me, that my faith may ſtill be 


growing, until I receive the end of my faith, even the ſalvation of my 
toul. ö . 


= JANUARY „. 


Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you reſt, Marr. xi. 28. 


HIS is a free invitation to every weary and heavy-laden finner, 
made by him, who alone is able to take away the load and guilt 
of ſin ; every perſon under the preſſure of fin, not only may, but muſk 
come to IEsus thus laden with guilt, if he hopes to ſucceed for par- 
don. hile we, endeavour to prepare our way by holy qualifications, 
we rather fill it with ſtumbling- blocks, whereby our ſouls are hindered 
from. attaining to the ſalvation of CarisT. CarisT would have us 
to believe on him, who juſtifies the ungodly, and therefore he doth 
not require us to be godly before we believe: he came as a phyſician 
for the ſick, and doth not expect they ſhould recover their health in 
the leaſt degree before they come to him. The vileſt finners are fitly 
prepared and qualified for this defign, which is to ſhew forth the ex- 
| ceeding riches of his grace, pardoning our fins, and ſaving us freely, 
Een. ii. 5, 9. It is no affront to Chaisr, or ſlighting or contemnin 
the juſtice and holineſs of God, to come to Gop while we are polluted 
ſinners ; but rather it is an affronting and contemning the ſaving grace, 
merit, and fulneſs of Jesus, if we endeavour to make ourſelves righ- 
teous and holy before we receive Car1sT himſelf, and all holineſs and 
righteouſneſs in him by faith. 


1X U A M8 3 


The kingdom of bea ven it like unto a merchant-man feeking goodly pearls, - 
| who when be bad found one pearl of great price, went and 1085 all that 
be bad, and bought it, MATT. Xill. 4, 5, 6. 


SHERE i is in all men an innate principle urging them forward in a refileſs pur- 

ſuit after happineſs, but being ignorant of the true means of attaining it, they 
fall ſhort of the end. The convinced finner indeed, though ſatisfied that worldly 
pleaſures, honours, and profits, are no ways ſuited to fill up the void within, or 
pacify the clamours of an accuſing tonſcience, yet, when lett to himſelf, he ſeeks 
the living among the dead, ſtriving to make his peace with God, by having recourſe 
to his own legal duties and endeavours, inſtead of the peace-ſpeaking blood of Ju- 
pus; Whiltft he is working for life, and attempting to eſtabliſh his own righteooſ- 
neſs, the Spirit of Gop takes the veil frora his underſtanding, gives him a slympie 
of the hidden worth and unſpeakable value of Jzsvs, the one pearl of great ptice; 
and then, jike the merchant, who in queſt after goodly pearls, unexpectedly finds 
one of great value that will enrich him for ever, ſes all to make a purchaſe of itz 
The'believer obtaining a true diſcovery of the excellent glory of the perſon of CAuA187 
in his fulneſs, ſuitabiencfs, and all-ſufficiency to ſave to the uttermoſt, he freely and 
joyfully ſells all he has, parts not only with his fins, but with his righteouſneſs 
and moſt admired attainments, counting all things but lots för the GAG of 
the knowledge of CuxisT [x$us his Loan. 


Long did my foul in }z$v's form | That ſweetly led me to the rock, 

No comelineſs or beauty ſee; Where all ſalvation ſtands ſecure. 

His ſacred name, by others priz'd, Glad J forſook my righteous pride, 
Was taſteleſs ſtill, and dead to me. | My moral, tarniſh'd, tinful dreſs ; 
Thanks to the Author of all grace, {| Exchang'd my droſs away for Chrift, 
That ſhew'sd me, wretched, naked, poor, | And found the robe of righteouſneis. 


—— . —E—k— "as, 
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God, who commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſpined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of JEsus CHRIST, but wwe have _ * earthen veſſels, 2 . 


iv. 6, 7. 


HIS knowledge is an heart-enriching knowledge: it is an enlivening, tranſ- 
forming, Cas1sT-endearing knowledge, and therefore is a rich and great 
treaſure that we have in the earthen. veſſel. — Without this ſaving knowledge we 
have no Gop, no CIS, no grace, no faith, no union with CRS, no actual 
zuſtification, pardon of fin, peace, nor eternal life. But whoever has found CHRIST, 
the pearl of great price, the treaſure hid, has found matter of great rejoicing ; for 
he was poor before, and this treaſure enricheth him; he was naked before, but find- 
ing this treaſure, he is gloriouſly clothed ; he was forced before to feed upon huſks, 
but now he feeds on the bread of life; he was far in debt before, but now he ſees 
the debt is paid, that he is juſtified from all things, and pardaned for ever; he ſaw 
he was a child of wrath before, but now he is become a child of Gop; that he was 
a captive and in chains before, but now he is ſet at liberty ; condemned before, but 
now ſees there is no condemnation to him, nor to any one that is in Cnz1sT IR- 


sus; that he was a fool before, but now he is made wiſe to ſalvation. Reader, 


canſt thou ſet to thy ſeal to the truth and power of ſuch experience? then thou 
art wiſe indeed; if not, thou haſt much to learn: Apply with ſpeed, and remem- 
ber, it is Gop alone that gives this light and knowledge. 


n 


22 
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This is his commandment, that aue ſoul believe on the name of his Son Jz-- 


sus Cunisr, 1 Joan iii. 3 or God has /ent his Son into the aver, 
that ave might tut through bim, chap. iv. g. 
HE Father breaks forth, as it were, through the whole Scripture 

p in high praiſes of his Son, He calls out from heaven, This is 
« my beloved Son, in whom | at well pleafed, hear ye him,“ Marr. 
&vii. 5. Nothing therefore can be more agreeable to bim, than to fe- 
teive this his Son, and believe his rt — xvi. 27, and on doing 
this we ſhall have life 5 but by omitting it, we look upon him as a liar. 
Unbelief therefore in him who refuſes to accept of this great gift; is, no 
doubt, the preateſt of all Gas. O Los p, teach methis, and grant me faith. 
* Why aft thou ſo backward, © my poor Toul, to believe, like the feſt of Cop's 
„ children, in Cxz15T? Haſt thou not as good a Tight to it as they have? Who can 
« diſpute with thee this privilege ? It is the expreſs Will of the Father, nay, he even 
commands thee todo it. Has he given his only Son, by an act of inconceivable 
44 love, to die for thee, to the very end that thou Houldeſt live? O what a pleaſing 
thing will it be to him, to put thy whole truſt upon this his well: beloved Son! 
« This would be the joy of his heart, more than any thing elſe. Therefore delay 
no longer to receive what his love has offered thee ; but firmly believe that the 
« Father ioves thee, as well as the Sor,” 

Author of faith, to thee 1 lift © let me now receive that gift, 

My weary; longing eyes 5 My ſeul withovt it dies 
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34 ECD ATTY 3 1 
Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain to receive power, and riches, and *wi/tom, 
| an firength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing, Rev. v. 12. 


Lok p! how mean and ſlight notions have I often of thy great 
power ? By theſe I am diſcouraged, and thou art robbed of thy 

praiſe : grant, therefore, that though I would always be duly debaſed, 
and convinced of my nothingneſs in ſuch a manner, as never to aſcribe 
any good to myſelf, or think myſelf worthy of the leaſt thing in the way 
of merit, for at the beſt I am but an unprofitable ſervant : yet thy grace 
and power may at the ſame time appear to me abundantly greater than 
all my fins, ſo that I may have always encouragement enough to believe 
in and praiſe thy holy name. 


Come let us join our chearful ſongs Let all that dwell above the ſky, 
With angels round the throne ; And air, and earth, and ſeas, 

Ten thouſand thouſand are their tongues, | Conſpire to lift his glories high, 
But all their joys are one. | And ſpeak his endleſs praiſe, 


« Worthy the Lamb that dy'd,” they cry, | The whole creation Join in one, 
«© 'To be exalted thus;“ To bleſs the ſacred name 

« Worthy the Lamb,“ our lips reply, Of Him that ſits upon the throne, 
For he was Alain for us.“ | And to adore the Lamb. 


1 KE n 1 n YI 35 


My foul ſhall be ſatisfied as with marrow and futneſt, and my mouth ſhall 
praiſe thee with joyful lips, PSALM Ixiti. 5. Allelajah ! for the Lox 
Gop omnipotent reigns. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to 
him, far the marriage of the Lamb is come, Rev. xix. 6. 


HAT tends not to thy glory, O Loxp, and is not thy own work, 
whatever appearance it may have, is ot really good and profit- 
able: preſerve and aſſiſt me therefore to do all things as of thee, in thy 
ſight, and to thy honour; may my ſoul be ever magnifying thy name, 
O my dear Redeemer and Bridegroom, and my whole converſation be 
directed to thy praiſe. Grant that my heart and mouth may be ever 
full of thy great mercies, and overflow continually with thankſgiving, 


My Gon, my King, thy various praiſe. | Thy truth and beauty I'll proclaim; 
Shall fill the remnant of my days; Thy bounty flows an endleſs ſtream 2 

Thy grace employ my humble tongue, | Thy mercy ſwift, thine anger ſlow, 

Till death and glory raiſe the ſong. But dreadful to the ſtubborn foe. 

The wings of ev'ry hour ſhall bear And who can ſpeak thy wondrous deeds? 

Some thankful tribute to thine ear :. Thy gteatneſs all our thoughts exceeds, 

And ev'ry ſetting ſun ſhall ſee | > Vaſt and unſearchabie thy ways, 


New works of duty done for thee, 52 and immortal be thy N 


35 nner 

Ferſale vor rhe wworks of thine own hands, PALM cxxxviii. 8B. Divine an- 
fwer. He which has begun a good work in you, will perform it unto the 
day of Jesus Chaur, PHIL. i. 6. | 


HE right way to grow in grace is not to draw it from Gov, as it 

were by force, from a wrong principle or deſign; but firſt, to 
give thyſelf entirely over to thy heavenly Father through CRIST, who 
knows what thou wanteſt, and will never forſake thee. Secondly, to 
Adide in CHyrisT, and carefully cheriſh the new life, which, be it ever 
fo weak and little now, in compariſon to the 614 man, will incteaſe and 
gradually out- grow him, as a ne ſkin does the old. May the Lox v only 
ive us grace to watch againſt the oppoſite extreme, ſo as never to be 
lulled into a falſe reſt, or a luke warm fpirit 5 but to be ever diligently 
and ſeriouſly employed in crucifying the fleſh, and uſing all the means of 
grace ; then we need not be antioaſly troubled: for the growing of the 
work of Gov in our fouls. 


My ſoul lies cleaving to the duſt; | Lett I ſhoutt loĩter in my race, 
Lok v, give me life divine; Or turn my feet aſtray. , 

From vain defires, and ev'ry luſt, Are not thy mercies ſov'reign ſtill, 
Turn off theſe eyes of mine. | And thou a faithful Goo ? 

I need the influence of thy grate | Wilt thou not grant me warmer zeal- 
To ſpeed me in thy way. To run the heav'nly road? 


EET RK UW & 3: 5 


The faſhion of this avorld paſſes away, 1 Cox. vii. 31. 


8 long as we feed on the huſks of the world, and are in love with 
it, we are neither willing nor able to taſte the comforts of the 
love of Gap, But when fn and the world are becgme an abomination - 
to us, and we ſtrive to get rid of them, we are fit veſſels ta receive him: 
then we begin to hunger after him. And thoygh we are chaſtened by 
the Lann, yet is he not angry with "_— does it to embitter fin and 
the world more and mare to us, and to make us lothe them, that we 
may not be condemned with the world. 


Let worldly minds the world purſue, I Socarthly pleaſures fade away, 


It has no charms for me; When IEsus is reveal'd. 
Once 1 admir'd its trifles too, ö | 
But grace has ſet me free. j Naw, Lan o, I would be thine alane, 
| And whally live to thee ? 
Its pin ures now no longer pleaſe, But may I hope that thou wilt owg 
o more content afford; A worthleſs worm like me ! 


Far from my heart be joys like theſe, 
Now I have known the Log». Yes, tho” of ſinners I'm the worſt, 
| cannot doubt thy Will; 

As by the light of op'ning day, Far if thou hadſt nor lov'd me firſt 


The ſtars are all conceal'd, * I had refus d thee ſtill. 
3 


tt. 
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Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever; 
Amen, Marr. vi. 13. They caſt their crowns before the throne, ſay- 
ing. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and 
power, REv. iv. 10, 11. 
NE that is really poor in ſpirit, though he hath practiſed the duties 
of the chriſtian life ever fo long, and ſo well, always thinks himſelf 
to have received but a very little portion of Cuxisr, and the work of 
ſanctification hardly to be begun in his ſoul. So far is he from beliey- 
ing he has already attained to it, that after all his beſt actions he counts 
himſelf not worthy to be called by the name of a grateful ſon ; he is 
never pleaſed with himſelf. No degree of holineſs will ſatisfy his ſoul. 
He ſeeks and finds no reſt or comfort, but in the infinite mercy of 
God, and in the pardon of his ſins by faith; though he does not divide 
CurisT, but receives him in all his offices, and gives himſelf entirely 
up to him without reſerve, to be more and more ſanctified and per- 
fected. And in this ſtate he is ſafe indeed, he is prepared for death, 
and has no reaſon to be anxiouſly afraid, though earneſtly deſirous of 
higher degrees of ſanctification. Death might come upon him before 
he arrived to it; and even his very beſt thoughts, without a ſenſe of 
Gov's forgiveneſs, would not ſupport and comfort him in death, 


ESR UFA I RMS. 


Cle hath made with me an everlaſting covenant ordered in all things and 
fare : for this is all my ſalvation, and all my defire, 2 SAM. xxiii. 5. 
I have made a covenant with ny choſen, PSALM Ixxxix. 3. 


"THIS was David's plea and confidence, when, with eternity full before him, he 
was juſt going to make his appearance before an infinitely pure Gov. This 

muſt be our plea alſo, if ever we would obtain the approbation of our judge. Af- 
ter a life of the moſt eminent holineſs, the beſt of men will have reaſon to cry out, 
Enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, O Lok b.“ It is true, indeed, the be- 
Vever will diſcover ſome ſmall evidences of grace, juſt to ſhew the child of Goo, 
and no more; but all ſo imperfe& that he dares not ground his expectations on 
them. Here the covenant of grace ſteps in to his relief, wherein he ſees ample 
proviſion made for the ſecurity of his eternal intereſt, For the covenant is made 
with Cxz1sT and his ſeed, It is an everlaſting covenant, not only made before 
time, but extending its beneficial effects through the ages of eternity. It is ordered 
in all things, therefore nothing can be wanting in it, either to promote the glory of 
God, or the ſalvation of believers. It is ſure alſo; depending on no conditions, re- 
quiring nothing but what it gives, conferring its bleſſings freely, and making them 
ſure to all the ſeed, being eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes. Happy ſouls who are 


1 in this well- ordered covenant! may it be all my ſalvation, and all my 
eſire! 


Thy word, O Gov, begot my faith; Thy word is truth, thy promiſe ſure; - 


From thence my comfort ſprings ; Hence faith and hope abide : 
Founded alone on what Gop ſaith, My ſoul in ſafety ſhall endure; 
My ſoul adores and ſings. Nought can from Caz1sT divide. 


4 


40 FLSNARY 76. 

4 will pray the Father, and bg ſhall give you another comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever ; even the Spirit "truth ; aubich the world can- 
nor receive, becauſe it feeth him not, neither knoweth him; but ye know 


bis ; for bo duelkib auitb you, and ſhalt be in you, Joyn xiv. 16, 1. 


Mf Gor defigned the great and glorious work of recovering fallen man, 
| and the ſaving of finners, to the praiſe of the glory of his grace, he ap- 
Pointed in his infinite widom two great means therepf ; the one was the giving of 
his Son for them, and the other was the giving of kis Spirit unto them. And here: 
by: was way made for the manifeſtation of the glory of the whole bleffed Trinity, 
which is the utmoſt end of all the works of God. Hereby were the love, grace, 
qd wiſdom of the Father, in the deſign and projection of the whole ; the love, 
ace, and condeſcenſion. of the Sen, in the execution, purchaſe, and procure- 
ment of grace. and ſalvation for fingers; with the love, grage, 20d power of the 
Holy Spirit, in the eſtectual application of all unto the fouls of men, made glo- 
gouſly confpicyous. Hence, from the firſt entrance of fin, there were two genera} 
heads of the promiſes of Oop unto men, concerning the means of their recove 
and ſalvation; the one in ſending his Son to take our nature upon him, and die; 
the other in glying his Spirit to make the fruits of his incarnation and fufferingg 
effectual in and towards us. Fo theſe heads may all the promiſes of Gop be re- 
duced, Happy for the church that the Spirit is to abide with it for ever; awfu] 
n --= wm can recelvo-nor AD em., 


EIN 2. 


Godly forrow worketh repentance to fakyation not to be repented of ; but ths 
forrow of the world auor ttb death, 3 COR. vii. <= | 


HE difference between legal and evangelical repentance lies in 
I this ; the former is an evidence that we are. guilty, and liable to 
miſery ;z the latter, that this guilt is removed, and miſery relieved, 
through the redemption that is in CRHa ISH Jesvs. Even devils may have 
the ane, but the ather is the fruit of the Spirit in a ſayl that is zenewed, 
Thea be ſerious, O my ſoul, and aff; thyſelf theſe queſtions ; Doſt thou 
rieve more for thy figs committed againſt thy Gop, than for the trou- 
hles into which they have brought thee ? Wicked Cain could ſay, My 
puniſhment js greater than | am able to hear; byt the returning, accept- 
ed prodigal cried, © Father, I haye Gnned againſt heavep, and beſote 
* thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy ſon,” &c. Does ih 
repentance ariſe from the dope of mercy revealed in CHAT? Then it 
is evangelical, EER. xvi. 63 ; but if it be only raiſed by apprehenfions 
of the judgment to come, or from worldly diſappointment, thou mayeſt 
periſh notwithſtanding thy concern: Is it mixed with love to Gop and 
his law as holy, and abhorrence of thyſelf as polluted with fin ? Doſt 
thou confeſs thy figs with the hand of faith upon the head of Carist, 
as thy propitiation? And doſt thou pray for a daily increaſe of this 
godly forrow, and wiſh to die in the lively exerciſe of it ?-— Then thog 
art a juſtified publican, and thy repentance is to ſalvation, 


42 ee r 11. 


Light is ſown for the righteous, and gladne/s for the upright in heart, PSALM 
xcvii. 11. Unto the upright there ariſes light in darkneſs ; he is gracious, 
full of compaſſion, and righteous, Ps ALM Cxii. 4. Therefore caft not 
away your confidence, which has great recompence of reward ; for 'ye have 
need of patience, Oc. for yet a little while, and he that ſhall come will 
come, and will not tarry, HB. x. 35, 37. Isatan lviii. 10— 12. 


HIS ſhews that believers are ſubje& to many changes of joy and 
[ ſorrow. In a ſtate of gladneſs therefore we have reaſon to fear; 
and in the hours of trouble and ſadneſs to entertain good hopes. Thus 
we ſhall always be able to keep the happy medium between the extremes 
of levity and deſpair. Before a man has a true ſenſe of his own miſeries, 
the complaints and infirmities of the ſaints are often a ſtumbling- block; 
but afterwards they will adminiſter to him great comfort. This is the 
. reaſon that Gop has revealed them in ſcripture ; for the complaints of 
his children and elect give more comfort than all their moſt heroic 
actions. wy 


Alas! it ſwells my ſorrows high, Vet why, my foul, why theſe complaints ? 
To fee my bleſſed IxsusS frown; Still while he frowns his bowels move; 
My ſpirits ſink, my comforts die, Still on his heart he bears his ſaints, 


And all the ſprings of life are down. And feels their ſorrows, and his love. 


P DRU ARK T as 43 
2 fnd a law, that when I would do good, evil is preſent with me, Rou. vii. 21. 


My ſoul ! thou art always ſtriving, yet fin always ſtirring; thou 
() feareſt the truth of grace, becauſe thou findeſt the working of in; 
but it will be always thus; thou canſt not come out of Egypt, but Ame- 
lek will lay wait in the way; the fleſh will be ſure to trouble thee, al- 
though it be never able to conquer thee: he therefore that fits down, 
and is at reſt in fin, it is a ſign that Satan is there, the ſtrong man, 
becauſe his kingdom is in peace; but where there is any work with 
Cnar1sT, there will be always war with ſin; fin was the womb of death, 
and only death muſt be the tomb of fin, Gop would have my ſoul hum- 
bled, therefore, though he hath broken my priſon, yet he hath left the 
chain upon my feet; God would have my graces exerciſed, therefore, 
though he hath tranſlated me into the kingdom of life, yet he hath left 
the Canaanite in the land; God would have my faith exerciſed, there- 
fore Goliath ſtill ſhews himſelf in the field, that ſo I might make out to 
him“ in the name of the Lox D;“ I will betake me to the ſtrength of 
Cnr1sy, and though I cannot help the rebelling power of ſin, yet I 
ſhall always hinder the ruling power of it. As it ſhall be my grief be- 
cauſe fin will have its being, ſo it ſhall be my care that it may never 
have its thriving ; though fin may live in me, yet I will never live ia 


lin, 
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God was in Cux is r, reconciling the auorld unto himſelf, not imputing their 

zre/paſſes unto them; for he has made Him to be fan for us, ayho knew no 

Au; that aue might be made the righteoufne/s of Gop in him, 2 Cox. v. 
19, 21. Cor. i. 20. 1 PET. ii. 24, 


T highly concerns all believers, who are defirous to have always peace 
I and ſapport within, to be ever ſenfible of their own mifery and ſpi- 
ritual poverty, and ſo to live and reſt ſolely and wholly in the all- ſuffi- 
cient atonement and righteauſyeſs of CyrisT Jesus our Saviour. Dif- 
quietneſs and lazineſs generally proceed from ſelf-righteouſneſs, and 
our not looking up and being indebted to him for every thing, but ip» 
cretly truſting to fomething in ourſelves. 


Fx5v, thou art my righteouſneſs, For ever here my reſt ſhall be, 
For all my fins were thine : Cloſe to thy blegding fide; _ 
Thy death has bought of God my peace, | Tis all my hope, and all my pleas. 
Thy life has made him mine. [ For me. the Saviour dy'd! 
Spotleſs and juſt in thee I am; | My dying Say1ous and my Gon, 
I feel my tins forgiv'n ; Fountain for guilt and fin | 
I taſte ſalvation in thy name, | Sprinkle me ever with thy blacd, 
Ang antedate my heav'n. | And cleanſe, and keep me clean. 


FEI R U 45 
Newertbeleſ: I am continnally ævith thee. Thou haſt holden me by my rig bt 
hand. Thou ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, and afterward receive me 
to thy glory. Whom have Þ in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon 


earth that I defire befiaes thee» My fia and my heart faileth, but 


Gop it the frength of my heart, and thy portion for every PAL 
Itxiii. 23z—206. PSALM xvi. 18. 


ABEs in religion not only long for CRRTsT, but for ſenſible com- 

mumion with him 3 and very often they are indalged with it, that 
they may be weaned from the world, Bat thoſe of fuller age, who 
have their ſenſes more exertiſed, are thankful to have Him only, and 
to be adopted by Him; relying more on the word and covenant of 
Gov, than upon ſweet ſenſations of the foul, which in times of trial 
and temptation are often wanting. 


How oft have fin and Satan ſtrove | Hope is my anchor firm and ſtrong, 
To rend my foul from thee, my Go» ? While tempeſts blow and billows r:fc. 
Bat everlaſting is thy love, j 

And ]e$vus ſeals it with his blood. | The Goſpel bears my ſpirits up; 

A faithful and unchanging Gop 
Amidſt temptations ſharp and ftrong, | Lays the foundation of my hope, 

My foul to this dear refuge flies; { 1n oaths, and promiſes, and bios. 


46 =P = Bat UA/RY 1 


There is a river, the ſtreams whereof ſhall make glad the city of Gon. 
God 7s in the midſt of her, fhe foall not be moved, PSALM xlvi. 4, 5. 
Te are of God, little children, and hade overcome them ; becauſe greater 
#s he that is in you, than he that is in the world, 1 Joan iv. 4. 

| PSALM cx. 2. Zeh. ii. 5. 8 


RUE chriſtians in a right ſpirit, ſtill are ſubje& to temptations 
from within and without, but watching unto prayer they do not 
fall by them. On the contrary, as temptations are great helps to diſ- 
cover their hidden infirmities, and ſtir them up to be more cautious, 
ſerious, and faithful, they are followed and rewarded with great apd 
olorious victories ; conſequently are ſo far from being half a fall, that 
they rather ſerve to keep believers from falling. What reaſon have we 
then to be afraid of temptations, fince every one carries a new bien. 
along with ĩt? CY 


Jzsvs, lover of my ſoul, | Other refuge have I none; 
Let me to thy boſom fly ; Hangs my helpleſs ſoul on thee ; 
While the nearer waters roll, Leave, ah! leave me not alone; 
While the tempeſt ſtill is high; Still ſupport and comfort me. 
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, All my truſt on thee is ſtay'd, 
Till the ſtorm of life is paſt, All my help from thee I bring; 
Safe into the haven guide, © "| Cover my defenceleſs head . 
O receive my ſoul at laſt! 1 With the ſhadow of thy wing. | 
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Let not fin reign in your mortal body, that ye ſhould obey it in the luſti 


thereof. Rejift the devil, and he quill flee from you, ROM. vi. 12. 
JAMES iv. 7. | 


Certain city being ſtrongly beſieged by a potent enemy, which 
A holding out long, was brought to extreme want; no hope of re- 
ief appeared; famine and ſword, the two ſad concomitants of war, 
attended; the poor inhabitants, at their wits end, entered into a ſerious 
conſultation what was. beſt to be done. for their mutual ſafety ; the re- 
ſult whereof was this, that there ſhould be a conſiderable number of 
dead bodies, of which they had great plenty in the ſtreets, claſped up 
in armour, and ſet upon the walls in the ſtill time of night; thereby 
deſigning to apprize the enemy that ſome freſh ſupplies had been 
brought to their afliſtance : which fell out accordingly ; the enemy was 
amazed, the fiege was raiſed, the city relieved. This diſtreſſed city 
is the ſoul of man; the potent enemy laying before it is the devil, that 
prom commander in chief over all ſuch regiments as the world and the 
eſh can poſſibly raiſe for his ſervice ; and what courſe muſt the poor 
ſoul take in ſuch a caſe ? Surely no other, but conſultation firſt had 
with Gop in prayer, to ſet our its dead and mortified luſts and affec- 
tions; and then, no doubt, the devil, upon the fight thereof, will quit 
the place, and no more adventure his whole ſtrength to ſo little purpoſes 


* 
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td Gob Jail, Let ws male man in our image, after our Ekench, 
Genes 1. 26. 


is image of Coy, in which man was created, conſiſted in that natural per- 
fection, and thoſe moral endo ments, in which he was made, and in which 
de bears ſome reſemblahce of his all- perfect Maker. It conſiſts in that ſpiritual, 
rational, and immortal foul, refembling the nature of G69, and in thofe faculties 
of underſtanding, will, and active powers, reſembling the natural peffeQtions of the 
| Deity, with which the human ſoul was endowed. His body tos had then fore” 
fignarures of the divins perfection, in majeſty and immortality, that raiſed it Far 
above the brutes ; and, as far as it was capable, made ir refemble Gos. Bout the 
<ompleating, and diſtinguiſhing part of the divine image upon mai, was thoſe 
moral endowments of perfect knowledge, entire reQitude, and unlverſal holineſs, 
with which the human underſtanding, will, and affeQions were errated and 
adorned, in which the ſoul of man bore a moſt Nriking reſemblance to the moral 
perfections of the God that made it; St. Paul affirms, when he tells us, that if 
we would recover this divine image, that fin hath ſo miſerably defaced, we muſt 
be “ renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created us; and put on the 
© new man, which, after Gos, is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs,” Cox. 
iii. 10. Er R. iv. 24. See, reader, in Titus ii. 11-1. an epitome of Engi ZT e 
ſalvation both in thet aud for thee. 
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The Lok preſerves the femple; I was brought low, and he helped me, 


PsAaLM cxvi. 6. 


E who walks in godly fimplicity and humility, accounting his own infirmities 
always the greateſt, will beſt be preferved from being puffed up and ſifted by 
the enemy of ſouls. And ſurely nothing ſhould humble us more than juſtification . 
by free grace. The more we confider and carefully cheriſh that, the more this ſim- 
ple, child-ILke, quiet temper will increaſe; for fince there is nothing in ourſelves 
which can be depended upon, but all muſt be freely received from CHRIST, this, 
at the ſame time cutting off all vain boaſting, brings us low, ſettles our peace on 
CHRIST, who is our All, and is ſure enough to be reſted upon. 

It is only from thee, O my dear Saviour, I can learn true fimplicity : teach me 
therefore to turn mine eyes, not upon others, but upon myſelf. Humble me to the 
uttermoſt, and faſhion me after thy own mind, that I may be careful to avoid every 
thing that is contrary to love. Keep me, O my light, from all ſelf-dependence and 
ſelf-conceitedneſs ; bridle my carnal reaſon, and pull down all vain imaginations. 
Grant that my eye may be fixed only upon that one thing reedful, which laſts eter- 
nally ; and that in all my words, deeds, and geſtures, I may always refemble the 
ſimplicity, innocence, fidelity, and love of a little child, MATT. xili. 3. 


Rich grace, free grace, moſt ſweetly calls, | Tis grace each day that feeds our ſouls; 
Directly come who will; Grace keeps us inly poor ; 

Juſt as you are, for CHRIST receives And Oh! that nothing elſe but grace 
Poor helpleſs finners ſtill, May rule for evermore. 


50 nner -- IG 


The Loan it my ſhepherd, I [hall not want, PSALM xxiii. 1. He ſays it 
himſelf. I am come that they might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly. I give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never 
periſo, neither i any pluck them out of my hands, JohN x. 10, 28. 


HE Logo being my ſhepherd alſo, what can I then want? No- 

L thing that is really good for me. The ſenſe of it may ſome- 
times be wanting; but even this want is the beginning of a greater ful- 
nels, and certainly works for my good. It ſtirreth me up to pray more 
earneſtly :: and thus my wants drive me to the green paſtures, and to 
the brooks of iriſh waters, even to my good ſhepherd, who is himfelf 


the beſt fo d, and the ſpring of living water, 


My ſhepherd is the living Lonp; My wand'ring feet his ways miſtake, 
Now thall my wants be well ſupply'd ; But he reſtores my ſoul to Peace; 
His providence and holy word And leads me, for his mercy's ſake, 
Become my fatety and my guide. | In the tair path of righteouſneſs, 


In paſtures where faivation grows Tho? I walk thro”? the gloomy vale, 
He makes me feed, he makes me reſt; Were death and all its terrors are, 
There living water gently Nows, diy heart and hope (ſhall never fail, 
Aud ail rhe 104d's divinely bleit. For Gop my ſhepherd's with me there. 


Nenne 20. 
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e everlaſting goſpel——REveLaTIONS xiv. 6. 


4 goſpel is properly called “ glad tid ings,“ for theſe reaſons: 
We are polluted with the filth of ſin; in it is opened a fountain 
ſor fin and uncleannefs.— The way to heaven is blocked up by our ſids; 
it reveals ©* a new and living way through the flefn of CRN sT.“ We 
are impriſoned debtors by multiplied trangreſſions; it ſhews that a 
price, the moſt ineftimable, has been paid to difcharge us.—We have 
by nature hard, ftrong, and impenitent hearts; in it is promiſed an 
heart of fleſh. —We can of ourſelves do nothing; it ſhews that through 
CHRIST we can do all things. We feel that we are liable to err and 
backſlide; it declares that Gop will ſcourge us till we return to him, 
bar not take his loving kindneſs from us. — We know that we are liable 
to many calamities; it teaches us, that they ſhall! all work together 
for our good. —We ſee that we are dying creatures; by it ve are aſ- 
{ured that we have a forerunner in heaven, and an eternal habitation 
with Gop in glory. Lokp, ſend abroad and bleſs this goſpel ! 


Conſpire te raiſc the found, 
E 2 


SALVATION ! let the echo fly And ali the armies of the ſky 
The ſpacious earth around 
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T bey profeſs that they know God, but in works 4. deny him, TIv. i. 16. 


HERE is a profeſſion of a ſpecial kind, which in its own nature is expoſed 
to reproach in the world; “ they that will live godly in Cxr1sT JEsvs ſhall 

« ſuffer perſecution.” There is a being in Cuz1sT, and not living godly; for 
there are branches in the vine by profeſſion, that bring forth no fruit; men that 
have not one drop of the Spirit of the witneſs of CAR IST, which torments the 
men of the earth. But they that will hve godly, that is, engage in a profeſſion 
that ſhall on all occaſions, and in all inſtances, manifeſt the power of it, they ſhall 
ſuffer perſecution. We ſee many every day keep up a profeſſion, but ſuch a pro- 
ſeſſion as will not provoke the world. Now this is to be aſhamed of the goſpel, 
to be aſhamed of the power and glory of it, to be aſhamed of the Author of it, 
No man can put JESUS CuR1sT to greater ſhame than by profeſſing the goſpel, 
without ſhewing the power of it, PHIL. iii. 18. Rev. xi. 10. There can be no 
more vile and ſordid hypocriſy, than for any to pretend unto inward habitual ſanc- 
tification, while their lives are barren in the fruits of righteouſneſs. and obedience. 
Reader, of all dangers in profeſſion, beware of a cuſtomary, traditional, or doc- 
wning of goſpel-truths, without an experimental acquaintance with the 


trinal o 
r all ſuch will have their portion where is wailing 


reality and efficacy of them, fo 
« and gnaſhing of teeth.“ 
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Iwill put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy ſeed and ber 
feed ; it ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel, GEN. iii. 15. 


HOUGH this is true of the animal ſerpent, yet it has a particular reſpect to the 

old ſerpent, the devil; and implies, that however he and the woman had 

been combined againſt God, their friendſhip ſhould ſoon iſſue in the greateſt enmi- 
ty between each other, and eſpecially between their ſeed. By “ the ſeed of the wo- 
man' is to be underſtood CHRIS the Saviour; not excluding his friends and fol- 
lowers in every age of the world, This prediction of a Saviour, fignified to our firſt 
parents theſe four things : 1. That the promiſed Saviour was not to be the man's, 
but the woman's ſeed, or born of a virgin. 2. That he was to be a man, by that 
expreſſion, + Thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel.“ 3. That he ſhould break the head of the 
ſerpent, or deſtroy his power and dominion over mankind, and punith him, and all 
his votaries, with an utter deſtruction. And 4. That in order to our Saviour's do- 
ing ſo, he muſt have his own heel, or human nature, that loweſt part of his me- 
diatory perſon, bruiſed by the ſerpent, or perſecuted and put to death by the devil 
and his emiſſaries. This was the firſt intimation of a Saviour that was made to 
the world. It was made to the ſerpent, for his immediate confuſion, Made in the 
preſence of our firſt parents, and before their ſentence was pronounced, to inſpire 
them with the hopes of pardon and life, and with a ſenſe of the diſtinguiſhing 
mercy of God to them, and before he denounced ſo much as any temporal puniſh- 
ment, animated them with the hopes of eternal redemption, 
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The Lord do that which feems him good, 2 SAM. x. 12. 


Chriſtian ſtill feels the motion of ſelf-will, and conſequently of fin 
in his heart. And if it be aſked, How can Cazisr and fin dwell 
together in one heart? The avſwer is; As a king and rebels in one 
kingdom or town. He does not agree or correſpond with them, but 
ſubdues them, and maintains peace. But where ſelf-will has the domi- 
nion, there is nothing but trouble and confuſion ; for unſanctiſed paſſions 
and a bad conſcience not only are inward tortures, but often turn to our 
great diſadvantage, even in worldly affairs; whereas in the blood of 
nals we have a good conſcience, abundance of peace, and can be 
content and happy in the moſt indifferent outward circumſtances. 

Take great heed therefore, O my dear Chriſtian, never to be led by thy own ſpirit, 
were it even in ſuch things as feem to bring glory to God, if it is vot of his own 
appointment. Our hearts ſometimes are very deceitfully defirous of what pleaſes 
ourſelves, while we pretend to ſeek Gop's glory; and were we not croſſed in theſe 
our deſigns, they would prove a great burden to our life. Bleſſed is he who not 
only prays with his lips, but is heartily willing alſo that nothing but the will of 
the Log» ſhobld be done in every thing. It is he alone that — nf what may 
be good or dangerous to our ſpiritual or temporal Circumſtances. We being often 
blinded or drawn by our luſts, are too much inclined to chooſe at random what 


would be perhaps moſt detrimental. 
BaviouR, to my heart be near, Guard my weakneſs by thy grace, 
Exerciſe the ſhepherd's care; a Let me feel a conſtant peace. 


- 
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'The Lon d will regard the prayer of the deſtitute, and not deſpiſe their pray- 

ers, PSALM cii. 17, 7 hey looked unto bim, and were lightened; ant 

their faces were not afbamed, PSALM xxxiv. 5. See alſo the inſtance of 

the woman of Canaan, Marr. xv. 21—2$. And what CarisT ſays, 

Luks xi. 5—13. and chap. xviii. 1-8. Likewiſe of a toſſed veſlel, 
MATT. viii. 24—27. 


| HE load of outward and inward affliction is not always prayed 

away with a few words, or in a few days. Sometimes it is neceſ= 
lacy even to wreſtle with Gov, and be very inſtant too; how elſe conld 
faith and patience be exerciſed ? If therefore the trials are ſharp and 
laſting, it is not to weaken our faith; but to ſtir us up to be more ins 
ſtantly zealous in prayer, and the right uſe of the word of Gop: and 
by this means, to be ſo much more gloriouſly delivered and ſtrengthened 
in faith: for whatever Gop ſends upon us, it is not for the leſſening, 
but for the increaſe of our faith, 


Cov is the refuge of his ſaints, | Convulſions ſhake the ſolid world, 
When ſtorms of ſharp diſtreſs invade; | Ove faith ſhall never yivld to fear. 

Ere we can offer our complaints, Loud may the troubled ocean roar, 
Behold him preſent with his aid. | In ſacred peace our ſouls abide; 

Let mountains from their ſeats be hurl'd | While ev'ry nation, ev'ry ſhore, 

Down to the deep, and buried there; {} Trembles, and dreads the Twelling tide. 


E 4 
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T davell in the high and holy place, with him alſo that is of a contrite and 
humble ſpirit ; to revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart 
of the contrite ones. For I will not. contend for ever, neither will I be 
always wwreth : for the ſpirit ſhould fail before me, and the ſouls which I 
have made, Is a. lvii. 15, 16. 1 


O inſiſt too much upon the ſenſible joy of faith, might produce a 
wrong joy, and make weak ſouls weaker ſtill, Many a ſincere 
Chriſtian's heart is like a bottle of a very narrow paſſage, which can re- 
ceive the dew of heavenly comfort only by little drops. But doſt thou 
feel thyſelf quite naked, and void of all good? CHRIsTH will ſurely co- 
ver thee with the robe of righteouſnefs. Go entirely out of thyſelf, look- 
ing only to him for every thing; and whatever gifts of joy, peace, and 
holineſs may be given thee, truſt not to them, but to CartsT alone. 
This will make thee ſure, and keep thy heart at reſt. | 


The humble ſpirit and contrite 

Is an abode of my delight. 

The humble ſoul my words revive ; 
I bid the mourning finner live ; 
Heal all the broken hearts I find, 
And eaſe the ſorrows of the mind, 


Thus ſaith the high and lofty One, 

I fit upon my holy throne, 

My name is Gop; I dwell on high; 
Dwell in my own eternity. 

But I deſcend to worlds below, 

On earth I have a manſion too: 
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Lord, by thy favour thou haſt made my mountain to ſtand flrong ; ion 
didſt hide thy face and I was troubled, PSALM XXX. 7. 


EE, my ſoul, in this verſe, a picture of thine own experience; how much art 
thou and David alike! When 1 look up to heaven, how often do I fee the ſun 
both ſhine and ſet? When J look down into myſelf, how often do I ſee my com- 
forts riſe and fall? One while I am upon mount Tabor, and have a glance of hea- 
ven; another while 1 lie in the valley of Bochim, weeping becauſe I have loſt. 
ſight of my heavenly country. Joſhua's long day is many times turned into Paul's 
ſad night. When Gop would quicken my affections, he gives me a glance of hea- 
ven, that ſo I might be in love with what 1 ſee; when I begin to. bleſs myſelf, 
and reſt in my happy privileges, he draws a veil over the bright viſion, that I may 
reſt in nothing but himſelf, nor lothe what I ſo greatly love. He ſuffers my hap- 
pineſs here to be imperfeR, that ſo I may be preſſing on to that place where 1 
ſhall be perfectly happy for ever. Lox», when thou ſheweit thyſelf, let me love 
thee; when my mountain ſtands ſtrong, let me praiſe thee; when thou with- 
draweſt thyſelf, let me follow thee; when thy countenance is hid, let me ſtill be- 
lieve that thou loveſt me; under all my changes here, let my ſoul be always 
breathing, panting, longing, and reaching after thee, till I ſhall ſo perfectly enjoy 
thee, that I may never loſe thee more. AMEN, 


/ 
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Satan has defired to hawe you, that he may jift you as wheat ; but I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not, Luxs xxii. 31, 3. Yet all 
net the- lea grain fall upon the earth, Auos ix. g. For, 25 will keep 


thee from the hour of temptation, REV. iii. 10. 


OMETIMES we may ess to be divinely convinced 
of the will of Gop, both by feeming outward providences and in- 
ward perſuaſions of faith; and yet it is poſſible that the ſiftings of Sa- 
tan are at the bottom; however, the Loxp will over-rule him at laſt, 
and order all things to the beſt for his people. May the Loxp make 
us watchful againſt our own ſpirit, and againſt the evil one, eſpecially 
when he is transformed into an angel of light, that it may not be in 
bis power to fift us ſo as to gain an advantage over us by our liſtening 
to his inward ſuggeſtions, or yielding to his ſubtle temptations. 


In vain the baffled prince of hell | Ant to his heav'nly kingdom keep 
His curſed projects tries; | This feeble ſoul of mine. 
We that were doom'd his endleſs flaves, | 
Are rais'd above the tkies. Oos is my everlating aid, 
And hell hall rage in vain; 
Irsus the Loxp ſhall guard me fafe To him be higheſt glory paid, 
From ev ry ill defign | And endleſs praiſe, Amen. 
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boſe adorning, let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, 

and of wearing of gold, &c. But let it be the hidden man of the heart, 

in that which is nat corraptible, even the arnament of @ meek and quiet 

ſpirit, which is in the fight of GoD of great price, 1 PETER iii. 3, 4. 

In reſt ſhall ye be Javed, in quietneſs and confidence ſhall be your firength, 
Ts adaH xxx. 15. | | 1 


Chriſtian's beſt accoutrements and feſtival clothes, in which he daily cele- 
brates his ſabbath, is called, Cor. iii. 10, 12, 14, The new man, bowels 
ot mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of wind, meekneſs, long - ſuffering, and, above 
* all, charity.” Theſe are our ornaments we ſhall be drafled and adorned with. 
„What doſt thou adorn moſt, Body or Soul? “O thou meek and quiet Lamb of 
© Gov, juſtly 1 bluſh beſore thee, when I confider my impatience, though I am 
never innocent like thee. I humbly beſeech thee to forgive me thefe my tranſ- 
« greſfions, fince thou haſt made ſufficient atonement for afl by thy meritorious 
4 filence, But deliver me from this choleric{ hot, and peeviſh temper alſo; and 
„give me grace, in all inward and outward troubles, to have that long-ferbearing 
„% migd which was ure Make me daily more and more like a 
all oacafions, grievous or zoytul, 1 may be duly compoſed, and ſhew 
„ lent heavenly ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, not in many words, 
« reality and power. Amen. | 


Giver of concord, Prince of Peace, O let us find the ancient way 
Meek, lamb-like Son of Gop ! Qur wond ring foes to move; 
Bid our unruly paſſions ceaſe, And force the heathen world to fay, 


And quench them with thy blood. « See how theſe Chriſtians love 
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2 thou in the . and do good; h gal- thou davell in the land, 
and verily thou ſhalt be fed, PSALM xxxvii. 3. 


Y the grace of Gop, juſtice and equity ſhall be the pillars I will make ufe of 

to ſupport my fortune in the world, and not favour and intereſt ; and when 
thoſe are too weak to vphold it, let it take its chance; and I hope I ſhould be 
able to take the ſame courſe if my life were under the ſame circumſtances; for I 
had much rather loſe my right or my life by another man's injuſtice, than obtain 
the one or preſerve the other by any baſe purſuit, or unworthy application of my 
own; nor ſhall I ever value, or ſeek for any favour but that of my Goy, to whom 
he that has grace enough to commit himſelf, his ſoul, and his everlaſting concerns, 
may with great ſecurity commit his fortune and all worldly matters. Lozp, 
enable me to be continually doing good; let me live in this world as a probationer 
for eternity; let me not be envious againſt the evil-doers, nor ever repine at thy 
providence; let the light afforded me in this pſalm enable me to read in thy book 
of providence, and well conſider the end both of the righteous and of the wicked, 
that my judgment may be well formed, and my conduct uniformly agreeable to 
thy will; diſpoſe of me and mine according to thine own pleaſure ; and whatever 
elſe may fail me, ſupport my faith 1 in thy word, providence, and grace, till I come 


eternally to enjoy thee, 
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Broad is the way that leadeth to deſtrufion, and many there be evhich 20 in 
thereat But, narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few Ear 


be that find it, Marr. vii. 13, 14. 


HIS ſounds too harſh in the ears of the old man, who would not 
have the law made ule of in theſe goſpel-times, either to the con- 
vetted or unconverted; and yet to the old man the law, and not the goſ- 
pel, properly belongs. St. Paul, that great preacher of the goſpel, — 
uſe of the law to rouſe unconverted Felix from his ſecurity, AcTs xxiv. 
25. and to warn the converted Romans from g into it again, Rox. 
viii. 13. 

Which way doſt thou walk ? examine thyſelf, Is it the narrow Way? 
art thou quite ſure of it? venture not to go on any further at random. 
It is matter of great conſequence ; if thou wilt be fate, try better for i it; 
thou mayeſt eaſily be deceived, Alas! thou art ſurely in the broad way 
to deſtruction, if thou ſtill loveſt and art conformed to the world. Art 
thou but indifferent with regard to the things of Gop, reliſhing more 
the vanities, pleaſures, companies, treaſures, and honours of this world? 
Thou art not in the good narrow way that leads unto life. O conſider 
this well, and ſtop ſhort, before it is too late, and thou drop into the 
bottomleſs pit of perdition. 


Strait is the way, the door is ſtrait, Tis but a few that find the gate, 
That leads to joys on high While crouds miſtake and die. 
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Aaron ſhall bear the names of the children of 1jrael in the breæſt. plate of jadge 


ment, upon his heart, when he goeth into the holy place, for a memoria 
before the Loꝶ b continually ; and thou jhalt put into the breaſt-plate of 
judgment the Urim and T hummim, namely, light and integrity, Exobus 


Axvlii. 29. 


OW am I, ſaith the believer, for ever in gracious remembrance with - 

Gon, ſince my great High-Prieſt and Advocate CHRIST JzEsus, 
bears my name continually before him on his heart. Whenever | am trou- 
bled about my fins, his powerful mediation will ſurely plead mercy for 
all my tranſgreſſions, and ſupply my wants abundantly. Gop not deny. 
ing him any thing, I can through him continually be heard and obtain 
grace; for he makes perpetual interceſſion for me in heaven, by which 
all my prayers at all times, and even now, are ſanctified, and preſented 
to the Father, who heareth him always. O! who would not ſend up 


his petition to heaven in faith ! 


Now may our joyful tongues | The Father lays his thunder by, 
Our Maker's honour ſing ; And looks, and ſmiles, and loves, 
Jesus the Prieſt receives our ſongs, No fiery vengeance now, 
And bears them to the King, No burning wrath comes down; 
Before his Father's eye If juſtice calls for finners blood, 


Our humble ſuit he moves; The Saviour ſhews his own, 
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If any man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, LUKE ix. 2 4: 


TYOING this, all the reſt will be eaſy : If wo know that we are no- 
thing, are unworthy of every thing, and have nothing of our own, 
we can loſe nothing. We have no property, fince we are but ſtewards 
of the Loro. We have no honour or fhame of our own, after the man- 
ner of the world: this being our only honour, if Gov is glorified; and 
our only ſhame, if he is diſhonoured by us. The glory of Gop we 
muſt have at heart, and in his caufe be like lions, but in our own cauſe 
like lambs. Therefore when we are crotfed in things which do not con- 
cern the glory of Gop, and the rea! good of our neighbour, but our own 
interell, and are unwilling to. {uffer any thing, we thalt miſearry, and 
be involved in greater troubles: But denying ourſelves, we ſhalt loſe 
only a good deal of vexation ; and inftead of this, receive CHRIST. 
with all his ſoiritual and temporal bleflings, as far as we want them ; 
which alone can make us chearful and happy. But whoſoever deſires 
to pleaſe the world in its taſte. with his ſingularities,“ ſeeking kub- 
ſelf and his own glory, cannot be a follower of Car15T in this, and have 

boldneſs towards Gob. And how will it be with them in the hour of 
death and judgment ? By this every ove, learned or unlearned, may 
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try themſelves: whom do they pleate 3 Gon, or the word 


Unto you which believe he is precious, 1 PETER ii. 7. 


EADER, put theſe few following queftions to thine own heart, as in the pre- 
ſence of God; if thou canſt anſwer them affirmatively, doubt not thy real 
intereſt in him, and in his great ſalvation. ls the Lord Ixsus CnrisT precious 
to me, as he is to all that believe ?. Once he was to me without form or comelineſs, 
and I ſaw no beauty in him; is he now to me the chiefeſt of ten thouſands, yea, 
altogether lovely? Do I behold an infinite amiableneſs and glory in his perſon, a 
tranſcendent excellency in his righteouſneſs, an inexhauſted fulneſs in his grace, and 
an heaven of happineſs in his love? Do I eſteem him above every name, love him 
above every creature and thing, and value an intereſt in him before ten thouſand 
worlds? Is the language of my ſoul, None but Cuxz15sT, none but CarisT ?”” 
« Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon earth that I defire be- 
« fides thee. Is all the world, all that is admired in it, eſteemed by me as dung, 
and beheld with the greateſt contempt, when compared with a glorious CuEISTT, 
the raviſhing ſweetneſs of his love, and the unſearchable riches of his grace? Do 1 
wiſh nothing ſo ardently, ſeek nothing fo diligently, and rejoice in nothing ſo great 
ly, as to win CHRIST, and be found in him? —Be this my portion !—and can 
1 ſay, I want, I with, I aſk no more? 
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Upon thy right hand did ftand the queen in gold of Ophir. The king's 
daughter is all glorious within, her clothing is of wrought gold. Hearken, 

O daughter, and conſider, and incline thine ear; forget alſo thine own 
people and thy Father's honſe ; fo ſhall the King greatly defire thy beauty : 
for he is thy Lok p, and worſhip thou him, PSALM xlv. 9—11, 13. 


BSERVE, O my ſoul! that thy celeſtial Bridegroom does not re- 
quire any ornament, merit, worthineſs, and beauty of thy own : 
no, he will waſh thee himſelf with his blood, he will adorn thee, and 
make thee truly amiable to himſelf and to his Father. O ſweet and eter- 
nal truth! “ He has loved and waſhed me alſo from my fins in his own 
blood!“ He has, and I have in him, a more than angelical beauty. O 
the unſpeakable fairneſs of this bridegroom and his ſpouſe ! Why 
ſhould J not cleave to him alone, and love him above all others? 


The King of ſaints, how fair his face, 
Adorn'd with majeſty and grace ! 

He comes with bleffings from above, 
And wins the nations to his love! 


At his right hand our eyes behold 
The queen, array'd in pureft gold; 
The world admires her heav'nly dreſs, 
Her robe of joy and righteouſneſs. 


| 


He forms her beauties like his own; 
He calls and ſeats her near his throne z 
Fair ſtranger, let thine heart forget 
The idols of thy native ſtate. | 


So ſhall the King the more rejoice 
In thee, the fav'rite of his choice; - 
Let him be lov'd and yet ador'd, 
For he's thy maker and thy Los De 
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They that are 'Crrrsr? s have crucified the fa fb, with the lofts and a ic 
tions thereof, GAL. v. 24. | 


LTHOUGH the fleſh is alive till, and frequently ſtirs, yet it 
cannot fulfil its defires, becauſe it 1s faſtened to the croſs ; With 

the crucifying of the fleſh we have to do as long as we live. This is 
the croſs we are to take up daily, and which either prevents many out- 
ward croſſes, or at leaſt yields great comfort under them. The croſs 
eing an extraordinary good means to experience the ſweetneſs of the 
word of Gop, thou muſt always be ready and prepared for it, O my 
ſoul. And if none comes from without, take care to break thy own 
will in every thing. Painful and hard as this may ſeem to be at firſt, 
yet it will certainly very ſoon grow eafier, and be matter of real joy. 
Bleſſing and peace wil! attend thy ways and ſteps, that thou ſhalt glorify 
Gop tor having been reſigned and guided, not by thy own, but by his 
good will and pleaſure. Self-will, on the other hand, creates nothing 
but vexation trouble, and uneaſineſs. It is puniſhed by itſelf, deprives 
us of all real bleſſings ; ; and therefore deſerves, and is beſt to be broke 
and crucified in its firſt motions. 


Still I feel a fleſhly part, Break, O break this heart of ſtone 
Much corruption in my A Form it for thy uſe alone; 
Oh! I'm very vile indeed, Bid. each vanity. depart; . 

Of thy blood I ſure have need. Build thy temple in my heart. 
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4 the LoxD had respect unto Abel, and to his offering ; but unto Cain, 
and to bis offering, he bad not reſpef, GEN. iv. 4, 5. 


ERE are two brothers bringing each of them an oblation to the Loxpy. Cain, 
as an huſbandman, brought of the produce of the ground he cultivated; 
Abel, as a ſhepherd, ſome of the firſtlings of his flock, with the fat of them; con- 
ſequently both believed there was a Gop that made the world, and was to be wor- 
ſhipped; and yet one was accepted, the other rejected. Cain's ſacrifice was wholly 
euchariſtical, or a thapk.offering to Gov, for the bleſſings of his providence. Abel's 
was not only of the euchariftic, but of the expiatory kind; and while it was an 
expreſſion of gratitude for the bleſſings of providence, it was alſo typical of the 
atonement by Caz1sT, and expreſſive of his hope of redemption through him. 
But what made the chief difference between them was, that Cain preſented his 
offering while his heart was withheld, and, without faith in Cux15sT, ſo was. of 
the wicked one: Abel brought both his perſon and ſacrifice an offering to the 
Lonxp; he preſented his oblation, and performed the other parts of worſhip with 
faith in Gop and the promiſed Saviour, and with fiacerity, humility, and love: 
thus Gop had reſpect to him and his offering; accepted firſt his perſon as juſtified, 
then his offering; but neither the perſon nor offering, of Cain found acceptance with 
Gop. Reader, mark the difference; by this Abel ſpeaks to thee: Art thou in a 
ſtate of acceptance with Gop by faith in J=svs ? Is, thy whole dependence for 
pardon and life on Cyz1sT crucified ? Doſt thou obey from à principle of love? 
Then thou ſhalt be bleſſed with righteous Abel here and for ever. 
F 2 
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On that day ſhall the prieſt make an atonement for you to cleanſe you, that yr 
may be clean from all your fins before the Lord. It ſhall be a ſabbath o 
reft unto you, and ye ſpall afflict your ſouls by a flatute for ever. T; 
life of the fleſh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar, 
to make an atonement ＋ your ſouls, for it is the blood that maketh an 
atonement for the ſoul, Lev. xvi. 30, 51. Chap. xvil. 11. 


UR great day of atonement is that on which Cxr1sT ſhed his blood for us on 

the croſs, and thereby made aronement for us. Now if it was neceſſary for 

the Iſraelites to afflict their ſouls, and chaſtiſe their bodies on their great day of 
atonement, how much more ought we to pray for humility and repentance, as the 
evidence of our intereſt in the propitiation made by CuE IST [esvs? And as they 
abſtained from all labour on that day, when the high prieſt alone was employed, 
ſo ſhould we abſtain from all our finful works, and particularly from all felf-fuffi- 
ciency of righteouſneſs, and ſeek our ſalvation only in the meritorious blood of 
atonement ſhed by our High-prieſt; for the life of our fouls is in the blood of 
1 O my Redeemer; may I, with an afflicted ſoul, ever ſeek my atonement, 
ife, and ſalvation in thy blood and death; and may I lie down and riſe up in full 


confidence that I am pardoned through thy blood. 


Father, Gop, who ſeeſt in me | To that full atonement made, 
Only fin and miſery, Iso that utmoſt ranſom paid. 


See thine own anointed One, | / 

Look on thy beloved Son! Hear his blood's prevailing cry ; 

| Let thy bowels then reply ; 

Turn from me thy glorious eyes, Then through him the ſinner ſee ; 
To that bloody ſacrifice, | Then in Jesus look on me. 


NN 69 
By the grace of God J am what I am, 1 Cor. xv. 10. 


E this my motto, both as to my natural and ſpiritual life; how 
elſe could I have exiſted at all ? Had not foreknowledge planned, 
and wiſdom contrived, and power put every atom together, and fixed 
my ſcene of action, I had never been here. Nor is this Gop of grace 
leſs to be ſeen in every motion of my ſoul towards him: had not every 
ſpring been in him, this table on which I lean had felt as much bias to- 
ward him as I. The firſt check of conſcience, the firſt thrill of fear, 
the firſt view of guilt, the firſt tear of penitence, were all his own ; the 
firſt drawings of the Spirit, the firſt fight of CyzrsT; the firſt dawn of 
hope, were all his own ; every ſucceeding Rep in the path of duty, every 
attainment in grace, every victory over the world and fin, every evi 
dence and token of the ſafety of my everlaſting ſtate, and every ſweet 
interval of communion I have had with him, were ſtill all his own ; and 
the laſt labour of love, the laſt act of faith, and conqueſt over fin, death, 
and hell, together with an admiſſion into eternal glory, muſt and ſhall 
be all his own likewiſe. The ſpring is Love; the mean is CuR1sT ; 
the footing firm; „the headſtone ſhall be brought forth with ſhoutings, 
crying, Grace, grace unto it ;” and grace ſhall be crowned with ever- 


liſting glory. 
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The love of Chetsr confiraineth us, Becauſe abe thus judge, that if one died 
for all. then were all dead; and that he died for all, That they who live 
ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, but: unto him who died for them 


and roſe again, 2 COR. v. 14, 15. 


F the love and power of CHRIST ſhall conſtrain us, we muſt needs bo 
always meditating and relying on him and his death, This will cur 

off all workings of our own, and make room for CHRIS to work every 
thing in us and through us. O Lord, may thy love on the croſs fire my 
frozen heart alſo ; that I may now begin to love and to praiſe thee purely 
and fervently, and to offer my whole life up to thee as an entire ſacri- 


fice of love. 


Raiſe your triumphant ſongs. 147 | Now finners dry your tears, 
To an immortal tune; Let hopeleſs ſorrows ceaſe; 
Let the wide earth reſound the deeds | Bow to the ſceptre of his love, 
Celeſtial grace has done. | | And take the offer'd peace. 
Sing how eternal love Lon p, we obey thy call; 
Its chief Beloved chofe; We lay a humble claim 
And bid him raiſe our wretched race To the ſalvation thou haſt brought," 
From their abyſs of woes, 2 And love and praiſe thy name. 


M A N & i = 71 
2 batfoever thy hand Andeth to do, do it with thy might ; for there is no 


work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom, in the grave whither thou 
Sei ECCLES. ix. 10. 


HE buſineſs of life 3 is to glorify Gov, and to work out our own ſalvation ; ; all 
other qoncerns are ſubordinate to theſe ; : the time is ſhort; as the tree fall- 
eth ſo it nah; and where death ſtrikes down, there Gop lays out, either for 
mercy or miſery : ſo that I may compare it to the red ſea; if 1 go in an Iſraelite, 
my landing ſhall be in glory, and my rejoicing in triumph, to ſee all mine enemies 
dead upon the ſea-ſhore; but if I go in an Egyptian, if I be on this fide the cloud, 
on this ſide the covenant, and go in hardened among the troops of Pharaoh, juſtice 
ſhall return in its full ſtrength, and an inundation of judgment ſhall overflow my 
ſoul for ever. Or I may compare death to the ſleep of the ten virgins, of whom 
it is ſaid, „ They all ſlumbered and ſlept;“ we ſhall all fall into this ſleep : Now 
if I lie down with the wile, I ſhall go in with the bridegroom; but if 1 Neep with 
the fooliſh, without oil in my lamp, without grace in my ſoul, 1 have cloſed the 
gates of mercy upon me for ever. I ſce then this life is tue time wherein I muſt 
go forth to meet the Lox»; this is the hour wherein 1 muſt do my work, and that 
the day wherein I muſt be joked according to my works. I know not how ſoon 
I may fall into this ſleep ; therefore, Lox o, grant that I live every day in thy ſight, 
as 1 deſire to appear the laſt day in thy nee 
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Lon d, how ſecure my conſcience was, 
And felt no inward dread ! 

I was alive without the law, 
And thought my fins were dead, 


My hopes of heav'n were firm and bright; 
But fince the precept came 

With a convincing pow'r and light, 

I find how vile I am. 
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Sin is @ reproach to any people, Prov. xiv. 34. 


ry 


E not deceived therefore with falſe notions of faith. Where there 
is true faith, no fin has dominion. A man having no feeling of 
the deſperate wickedneſs of his heart, may imagine he has faith enough; 
but being once convinced of that, he ſoon perceives that it is the hardeſt 
thing in the world ta believe; it requires the ſame power by which 
Cur1sT was raiſed from the dead. St. Paul moſt emphatically deſcribes 
it with fix remarkable words, ER. i. 19, 20. 
think it an eaſy matter to believe ? O the dreadful blindneſs and e 
which all the world runs into! may the Loxp open their eyes! 


How then can any man 


I'm, like a helpleſs captive, fold 
Under the pow'r of fin ; 

I cannot do the good I would, 
Nor keep my conſcience clean, 


My Goo ! I cry with ey'ry breath 
For ſome kind pow'r to ſave, 

To break the yoke of ſin and death, 
And thus redeem the ſlave. 


M ARK C K 14. 73 


At the commandment of the Loꝶ the children of Iſrael journeyed, and at the 
commandment of the Loxn they pitched and in the place where the cloud 
abode, there the children of Vrael pitched their tents. And when the cloud 
tarried long upon the tabernacle many days, then the children of Iſrael kept 
the charge of the LoRD, and journeyed not, NUMB, ix. 18, 19. 


HUS the ſpiritual Iſraelites ; they ſhould not anticipate or under- 
take any thing from their own will, leſt confuſion and diſappoĩnt- 

ment ſhould: encompaſs every path. The unconverted are full of their 
own will; how ſhould they ſucceed ? They are bewildered . here, and 
run into perdition eternally. Sometimes the faithful may, with a good 
deſign, when they are engaged in a good work, anticipate the will of 
Gop, and not wait for his counſel, And yet the Iſraelites journeyed 
not, though the cloud tarried many days, and they might imagine hey 
were loſing time on their journey. O my Gon, grant that in 2 
things, even in my beſt works, I may be guided by thine eye, and 
wait for thy counſel with a reſigned tranquillity : may I ſpeak or be 
filent, work or reſt, when and as thou wilt; then ſhall my ways be 
bleſt, and thou wilt never leave me nor forſake me. 


My Goo, the ſteps of pious men, I chooſe the path of heav'nly truth, 
Are order'd by thy will; And glory in my choice; 

Tho' they ſhould fall, they riſe again, Not a!l the riches of the earth 
Thy hand ſupports them Kill, Could make me ſo rejoice. 
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In him was life, and the life was the light of men, Jon i. 4. 
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1 HATEVER notional knowledge men may have of divine 

truths, as they are doctrinally propoſed in the ſcripture, yet if 
they know them not in their reſpect unto the perſon of CurisT, as the 
foundation of the counſels of Gop; if they diſcern not how they pro- 
ceed from him, and centre in him, they will bring no ſaving ſpiritual 
light unto their underſtandings ; for all ſpiritual life and light is in him, 
and from him alone. The difference between believers and unbe- 
hevers, as to knowledge, is not ſo much in the matter of their know- 
Tedge, as in the manner of knowing : Unbelievers, ſome of them, may 
know more, and be able to ſay more of Gon, his perfections and willy 
than many believers; but they know nothing as they ought, nothing 
in a right manner, nothing ſpiritually and ſavingly, nothing with an 
holy, heavenly light. 'The excellency of a believer is not that he 
hath large apprehenſions of things, but that what he doth apprehend, 
which may perhaps be very little, he ſees it in the light of the Spirit 
of Gop, in a ſaving, ſoul-transforming light. And this is that which 
gives us communion with Gop, and not prying thoughts, or curious 
ogg notions. In this knowledge, Loxv, give me to increaſe every 
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2 then that are flrong, ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and nor 


to pleaſe ourſelves, Rom. xv. 1. Conſidering thy/elf, left thou alfo be 
* tempted, Gal. v. 1. Who art thou, that judgeſt another man's 20 
want ? Ro. xiv. 4. 


E quickenings and ſtrengthenings being often followed by particu- 


lar temptations, conflicts, and ſufferings, require a particular watchfulneſs, 
if we would be earneſt not to provoke the Logo to viſit us with ſore puniſhments 
for our careleſſneſs. Fear therefore, rejoice with trembling; and ſecure thyſelf from 
falling, by tempering thy joy with true humility and gentienefs towards the faults of 
others. Be never ſo high-minded, O man ! at the miſcarriage of others, as to think 
thou wouldeſt not do ſo, ſhould it happen to be thy caſe; for if Gop does not 
hold thee up himſelf, thou wilt ſurely make greater miſtakes. Therefore thou 
hadſt better not look upon others, but upon thyſelf; and, for fear of falling, be 
continually watchful in prayer. A great many would not have fallen ſo deep, had 
they been truly humble and more charitable in judging of others. He who exalt- 
eth himſelf above others, and dots not bear with the weak, is ſometimes hum- 
bled and debaſed under the very weakeſt of all. Bear therefore, ſince Gop bears 


with thee : And he that bears moſt with others, ſhews the greateſt ſtrength. 


J=z$sv, Loro, we look to thee, Make us of one heart and mind, 
Let us in thy name agree 4 @Courteous, pitiful, and kind, 
Each to each unite, endear, Lowly, meek in thought and word, 


Come, and ſpread thy banner here. Altogether like our Lozp. 
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Ton art my rock and my fortreſs ; therefore for thy name's ſake kad me and 
guide me, PSALM XXXl. 4. They ſhall come with weeping, and with 
Jupplicatiens will I lead them : I will cauſe them to walk by the rivers 
of waters in a ftratght «yay, wherein they ſhall not Rumble ; for I am 
a Father to Iſrael, IRR. xxxi. . 


«* 


E that comes in this manner, will certainly be led of God. Now, O Los, 
am blind, and heartily defire alſo to be directed by thee alone in all my 
ways and ſteps, in great and little things. Suffer me never to follow my own ſpirit 
and natural inclinations, whatever good appearance they may have. Be pleaſed to 
croſs them continually, whenever they are contray to thy will; often have 1 been 
deceived by falfe appearances alrcady ; nly zeal has not always been according to 
knowledge; I have put natural paſſion in the place thereof, and thought 1 w 
contending for the faith once delivered to the ſaints, and have afterwards found it 
no better than the effects of a party ſpirit. Be then a Father to me, O Lon p, and 
inſtruct thy waiting child in all neceſſary truths, and lead me in all thy righteous 
way 8. 


Thou art my portion, O my Gos; | Now TI am thine, for ever thine; 
Soon as I know thy way, O ſave thy ſervant, Logp; 
My heart makes haſte t'obey thy word, | Thou art my ſhield, my hiding place; | 
And fuffers no delay. ny hope is in thy word. 
If once I wander from thy path, Thou haſt inclin'd this heart of mine 
I think upon my ways, Thy ſtatutes to fulfil; | 
Then tura my feet to thy commands, And thus till mortal life ſhall end, 


And truſt thy pard' ning grace. 1 Would I perform thy will. 


M AR CH 18. 77 
ow wilt Ley bim in perfect peace, whoſe mind is flaytd on thee, beeauſe be 
truſted in thee. Truft ye in the Logb for ever : for in the LoD Jero- 


VAH is everlaſting ſtrength, Is Al. XXVL 3, 4. Let him take hold of my. 
frrength, that he may make peace with me, and he ſhall make peace with 


me, chap. xxvii. 5. 


O enjoy an undiſturbed peace, great care is to be taken that we 
1 do not look and depend upon any thing in ourſelves, fince all is 
but imperfect, and ever will be ſo. We are to truſt only in the Lamb of 
Gov, which takes away the ſin of the world, to feed our ſouls continu- 
ally in this goſpel of peace, and be ever watchful, faithful, quiet, and 
humble: for we never loſe any thing of our peace, except it is ftolea 
dy ſome pride, or other unguarded affections, 


Hence from my ſoul ſad thoughts, begone, | O, what immortal joys I felt, 


And leave me to my joys; And raptures all divine, 
My tongue ſhall triumph in my Goo, When jxsvs told me I was His, 
And make a joyful noiſe. | And my Beloved mine, 


Darkneſs and doubts had veil'd my mind, | In vain the tempter frights my ſoul, 


And drown'd my head in tears, And breaks my peace in vain; 
Till fov'reign grace with ſhining rays One glimpſe, dear Saviour, of thy ſace, 
Diſpell'd my gloomy fears. l Revives my joys again, 


E AN e Ki 


Thy maler is thine huſband ; the Lox p of hoſts is his name. The ranſemea 
of the Log ſhall return, and come to Zion with ſongs, and everlaſiing 
Joy upon their heads, Is ar. liv. 5. chap. xxxv. 10. | 

HEN Cyrus took the king of Armenia, and his ſon Tigranes, 

and their wives and children, priſoners, and, upon their hum- 

ble ſubmiſſion, beyond all hope, gave them their Iiberty and their lives ; 
in their return home, as they all fell a commending Cyrus, ſome for, 

his perſonage, ſome for his power, ſome for his clemency, Tigranes 

aſked his wife, What thinkeſt thou of Cyrus? Is he not a comely and 

a proper man, of a majeſtic preſence ? Truly ſaid ſhe, I know not what 

manner of man he is, I never looked on him. Why, ſaid he, where 

were thine eyes all the while? Upon whom didſt thou look ? I fixed 
mine eyes, ſaid ſhe, all the while upon bim, (meaning her huſband) 
who, in mine hearing, offered to Cyrus to lay down his life for my ran- 
ſom.“ And thus, if any queſtion the devout ſoul, whether ſhe be not 
enamoured with the beauty of Cherubims, Seraphims, Angels, and 

Saints, with the pomp and ſplendor of that heavenly court ; her anſwer 

will be that of Trigranes's wife, That ſhe never did fo much as caſt a 

look upon them, becauſe her eyes were never off him, who not only of- 

Fered to lay, but actually did lay down his life for her, and ranſomed her 
from all her enemies with his own blood.” © Whom ſhould ſhe have in 

« heaven but him, who had none on earth but her?“ 


M. AY UN 20. 79 


Thou ſhalt have no inheritance in their land, neither Halt thou have any 
part among them. I am thy part and thine inheritance, Nu. xviii. 20. 


HO has and loves the Lox Jesvs, finds unſpeakably more de- 
light, honour, and riches in him, than in all other things. Then 
all is willingly denied for his ſake, and this denial ſprings from faith. 
Now, O Lon! thou art my All alſo, and to draw near to thee is my 
greateſt happineſs. This ſhall be my treaſure and portion, that thou 
loveſt me, and I deſire to love thee eternally and keep thy ſtatutes. 


Beſet with ſnares on ev'ry hand, | Then let the wildeſt ſtorms ariſe, 
In life's uncertain path 1 ſtand : Let tempeſts mingle earth and ſkies; 
Saviour divine! diffuſe thy light, No fatal ſhipwreck ſhall I fear, 
To guide my doubttul footſteps right. | But all my treaſure with me bear. 

| 
Engage this roving treach'rous heart, If thou, my Ixsus, ſtill art nigh, 
Great God |! to chooſe the better part; | Chearful I live, and chearful die; 
To ſcorn the trifles of a day, | Secure, when mortal comforts flee, 
F or Joys that none can take away. | To find ten thouſand worlds in thee. 
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Likewiſe the Spirit alſo helpeth our infirmities, for we know not what aue 
ſhould pray for as we ought ; but the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſſion for 
' ws, Rom. viii. 26. | 
« FAQD is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in 
& ſpirit and in truth;“ Gop hath many worſhippers on particular 
occaſions, who cannot be called ſpiritual worſhippers: Take, for in- 
ſtance, the prayers of wicked men under their convictions, or their 
fears, troubles, and dangers, and the prayers of believers. The former 
is merely an outcry that diſtreſſed nature makes to the God of it, and 
as ſuch alone it conſiders him; but the other is the voice of the Spirit 
of adoption, addrefling itſelf in the hearts of believers unto Gop as a 
Father. Woe to profeſſors of the goſpel, who ſhall be ſeduced to believe, 
that all they have to do with Gob conſiſts in their attendance upon mo- 
ral virtue; it is fit for them ſo to do, who, being weary of chriſtianity, 
have a mind to turn Pagans ; but “our fellowſhip is with the Father, 
% and his Son Jesus Chzisr,“ under the promiſed workings and in- 
terceſſion of the Spirit; for by them alone are the love of the Father, 
and the fruits of the mediation of the Son communicated unto us, with- 
out which we have no intereſt or comfort in them; and by the influ- 
ences of the Spirit alone are we enabled to make any acceptable returns 
of obedience to Gop. To exclude the internal operations of the Holy 
Ghoſt, is to deſtroy the goſpel. 


r 81 
Every man that ftriveth for the maſtery is temperate in all things : now they 


do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible, 1 COR. ix. 
25. For, He that overcometh ſhall inherit all things, Rev. xxi. 7. 


O be only an almoſt-chriſtian is a very hard thing; but to be a chriſtian al- 
together, makes all eaſy and pleaſant. And ſuch as deſire to have the whole 
Cur1sT, his whole ſalvation and all that is his, mutt needs give themſelves up to 
him, not only in part, but wholly, according to that fundamental and moſt rea- 
ſonable rule, „All for all.” And as far as we deny him any thing, we make our 
ſelves unhappy z but the more we are reſigned to him, the more we are fit to enjoy 
him and his ſpiritual bleſſings. | 
Many would ſooner be perſuaded to follow CaxrisrT, if it was an enough to ſerve 
him by halves, and reſerve ſome things to themſelves. But what could that profi c 
them? CaxrisT will not be bargained with; and nothing more dangerous than the 
wividing our hearts between him and the world, or waiting from time to time for 
a more convenient ſeaſon to break through. Thus you may live many years, and 
be neither cold nor hot ; and ſo at laſt be ſpewed out of the Lozxo's mouth. Con- 
ſider this well, O ye double-minded, lukewarm ſouls ! Chriſtianity requires great 
firiving, and overcoming all things, even our moſt favourite and darling luſts. 
Rouſe therefore thy drouſy heart; ſpare thyſelf no longer; riſe above the trifles of 


this world; fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal life, whereunto 
thou art called, 


Take away my darling fin; Force me, Los, with all to part; 
Make me willing to be clean; Tear all idols from my heart; 
— Make me willing to receive Let thy pow'r on me be thewn, 


What thy goodneſs waits to give. Take away the heart of none. 
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4 new commandment give I unto you, that ye love one another; as 1 have 
loved you, that ye alſo love one another, JOAN xiii. 34. 


LL the commandments of Gop are commandments of love, tend- 

ing to our real good and great happineſs, far from being grie- 

vous to thoſe who have faith and love; the practice thereof is life and 

peace. The world may think it a grievous burden; but this is a great 

miſtake indeed. Sin is grievous. In hatred, envy, anger, revenge, 

pride, there is nothing but torment and ſlavery ; but in love there is a 

ſweet reſt and pleaſure. Thus a ſinner always puniſhes himſelf, and is 

robbed of great peace and blefling, by tranſgreſſing the command- 
ments of Gop. 


SaviouR, look down with pitying eyes, | With cords, of love th' old Adam bind, 
Our jarring wilis control ; And melt him into joy. 
Let cordial, kind affections riſe, 
And harmonize the ſoul. Us into cloſeſt union draw, 
And in our inward parts 
Subdue in us the carnal mind, Let kindneſs ſweetly write her law, 
Its enmity deſtroy, Let love command our hearts. 
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One thing is needful. And Mary hath choſen that good part, which ſhalt 
never be taken away from her, LUKE x. 42. 


4 muſt not pretend to ſerve Gop with only going to church, and doing other 
acts of outward devotion ; whilit we are dead and cold, our religion is 
vain. Who firſt by faith ſeeks grace from the words of CHRIST, like Mary, is 
ſerved by CurisT; and this conſtrains him to. ſerve Him and his neighbour rea- 
dily again. It is almoſt impoſſible for ſuch to go on in haughtineſs, envy, hatred, 
and diſobedience, Grace and faith will reſiſt it, and make them lowly, gentle, 
willing, obedient, active, without relying on any works of their own. 

He that obtains Cxr1sT, the one thing needful, receives with him all the reſt, 
and has no more need to be troubled about many things; he being our All, we can 
always live happily; whereas the children of this world muſt always be cumbered 
and divided between fears. and hopes about their fate. In vanity we ſhall never 
find this good part ; neither is there any ſalvation in the works of the law. Faith 
alone takes hold of it. And whoever withdraws his heart and ſenſes from the noiſe 
and buſtle of this world, and quietly looks for ſalvation in the wounds of CyrisT, 
the bleſſed fountains of blood and water, will certainly find it his better part. 


The one thing needful, that good part, How I may have my fins iorgiv*n, 

Which Mary choſe with all her heart, | And ſafe, and ſurely get to heav'n. 

I would purſue with heart and mind, 

And ſeek unweary'd till 1 find. Hidden in Car1sT the treaſure lies, 
That goodly pearl ot fo great price; 

O Lozxp my Gos, to thee I pray, No other way but CRRIS IT there is 

Teach me to know and find the way, To endleſs happineſs and bliſs, 
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Purge me with hop, and T ſhall be clean; waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter 
than ſnow, Ps AL. lt. 7. Hide thy face from my fins, and blot out all 
mine iniguities, ver. 2. Though your fins te as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as 
ewhite as ſnow ; though they be red like crimſon, they ſha!l be as aucol, 
Is A. i. 18. I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy tranſgreſſions, and as a 
cloud thy fins ; return unto me, for I have redeemed thee, Chap. xliv. 22. 


E muſt not keep away from Caxr1sT on account of our ſtum- 
blings and manifold faults, if we will not come under the law 
again; but by bumbling ourſelves directly we are to crave pardon in 
his blood; by delaying this, our cafe will be worſe. But the ſooner it 
is done, the ſooner we ſhall be forgiven. The Lozp not imputing 
thoſe fins to-us which are ſincerely repented of, our foul returns to its 
reſt again. And inſtead of falling into carnal ſecurity (as ſome may 
think) it will rather ſtrengthen our faith, and make us more confident. 
Haſten, therefore, and come as ſoon and as well as thou canſt. He 
will receive thee, if thou canſt but creep. 


O Lox sp, I fall before thy face; Jesus, my Gon, thy blood alone 
My only refuge is thy grace; Has pow'r ſufficient to atone ; 

No bleeding beaſt, nor flood, nor ſea, Thy blood can make me white as ſnow ; 
Can waſh the diſmal Rain away. No jewiſh types could cleanſe me ſo. 
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Deliver us from evil, Marr. vi. 13.—Divine Anſwer; Fear not, for I 
have redeemed thee ; I have called thee by thy name, thou art mine, When 
thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the 
rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee : When thou wwalkeſt through the fire, 
thou ſhalt net be burnt ; neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee, Is 41. 
xliii. 1, 2. CHRIST has by his own blood once entered into the holy 
place; having obtained eternal redemption for us, HEB. ix. 12. 


T HIS redemption is the ground that we are delivered daily, and at 
laſt ſhall be delivered from all evil. Who lothes and deteſts not 
only the evil of puniſhment, but eſpecially the evil of ſin itſelf, and fo 
earneſtly pants after the Redeemer, has faith already, and fin has loſt 
its dominion. And though he may be tempted with it ſeverely, yet he 
is under the law no more; for the reigning power of fin being broke, the 
law has loſt its condemning power alſo, we are delivered from the 

wer of the evil one, and we may be ſure of a continual, nay eternal 
redemption, We may often feel the evil, but be as often delivered 
from it alſo, | 


Thy ſolemn vows are on me, Lon; | Thou haſt ſecur'd my foul from death, 


Thou ſhalt receive my praiſe ; O ſet thy pris'ner free! 
I'll fing, “ How faithful is thy word! I That heart and hand, and life and breath, 
„How righteous all thy ways.” 1 May 8 employ'd for thee, 
3 
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Stir up the gift of Gop which is in thee, 2 TIM. i. 6. PsaLM lxii. 8 

. 2 SAM. vii. 18; 28. z 
OW can this be done ?—Anſwer; By looking as well upon thy 
own great poverty and wants, as upon the riches of grace, which 
is in CHRIST for thee, and ſo drawing near to Gop, through him in 
faith. But it is not enough to do this once for all, or now and then 
only. It is to be thy daily work. One day's omiſſion may greatly hurt 
thy ſoul. Eſpecially the morning hours are very proper for this pur- 
poſe. Theſe muſt directly be laid hold on to converſe with Gop in 
prayer, before we meddle with any thing elſe in our buſineſs, though 
ever ſo needful and important, for fear of being entangled and diſtracted 
perhaps the whole day. And to gather the more ſtrength, draw as near 
to Cuxisr as poſſible, and even wreſtle with him, as if it was the laſt 
time. Pour out thy whole heart before him; not giving over too ſoon; 
but be inſtant in thy ſupplications, at leaſt with continual inward 
groanings, till thy heart burns within thee, and thou feeleſt the quick- 
ening influence of his grace and Spirit. Then great care is to be taken 
to preſerve this bleſſing and ſtrength in a quiet and well-compoſed mind, 
—— thyſelf frequently, eſpecially at nights, how the day has been 

ent. i | 


lift my hands, I'Il raiſe my voice, | This work ſhall make my heart rejoice, 
While I have breath to pray or praiſe; } And fpend the remnant of my days. 


e 87 


For every one that uſeth milk, is auſkilful in the word of righteouſneſs ; for 
he is a babe, HEB. v. 13. 


HE apoſtle, with ſome ſeverity of expreſſion, tells the Hebrews, 
or converted Jews, to whom he wrote, that inſtead of being ca- 
pable of ſtrong meat, or attaining to the perfection of chriſtian doctrine, 
and being ſ{kilkfal in the word of righteouſneſs, they choſe to continue 
babes in knowledge ; and, like children, had all their work to begin 
again. It 1s therefore a matter of the greateſt importance to know what 
that word of righteouſneſs 1s, in which they were unſkilful, not having 
their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern between good- and evil, truth and error. 
Let it only be obſerved, that they were looking back to the Law, and 
conſequently in danger of returning to the point of juſtification by it, 
and that the deſign of this epiſtle was to keep them ſtedfaſt in the faith 
and it will appear at once, that the righteouſneſs which they were igno- 
rant of, or ready to reject, is that of CHRIST, © who by one offering,” 
the finiſhing act of his obedience, ** hath perfected for ever them that 
are ſanctiſied, Hes. x. 14. How many at all times, who have the 
name and appearance of well-grown Chriſtians, are juſt ſuch babes as 
the Hebrews were; and have the ſame need to be told that they are 
unſkilful in the word, reaſon, or ground of a Juſtifying righteouſneſs, 
and exhorted to go on to perfection ? pe | 
4 
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Far our goſpel came not unto you in word only, but alſo in poaver, 
1 THESS. 1. 5. 


Y the Goſpel, the Son of Gop and divine truths are revealed to us; by the 
Spirit they are revealed in us. External revelation by the word, and internal 

by the Spirit, are both neceſſary to ſalvation. Though Paul was ſeparated from 
his mother's womb to be called by the grace of God, yet he had not an inward 
revelation of Jxsus Cxr1sT to his heart, till he heard the external word of 
CHrrsT with his ear ſaying, « Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me?” AcTs 
ix. 4. Hence learn to prize both the outward teſtimony of the word, and the 
inward teſtimony of the Spirit. The Goſpel is a revelation of Jessus CurisT, 
without which we could never have known nor underſtood that our fins are atoned 
for by the blood, our perſons juſtified by the righteouſneſs, and our ſouls ever- 
laſlingly redeemed and ſaved by the work of Cnzisr. Is this knowledge by this 
revelation all that is neceffary- to ſalvation ? No: perfons may attain a notion of 


theſe things in the head, and underſtand ſomewhat of them, and yet the heart be 


without precious faith in, and peculiar appropriation of, Cxz15sT, deſtitute of the 
love of Cxr1sT, and of any faving hope in bim. Profeſſor, look well to it: many 
have ſaid, Lond, Lon, and have heard Cuz1$T preached: in the ſtreets, who little 
expected to meet with this rebuff from him, I know not whence ye are; depart, 
te ye workers of iniquity ;””* many heard the goſpel preached in Theſſalonica, but 
they alone were bleſſed, to whom. it came © with power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, 
and in much affurance.” 
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To reveal his Son in ne, GAL. 1. 16. 


ROM hence begins ſpiritual life, a life from Gon, in God, with 

God, and to Gop. The chief glory of our ſouls is the revealing 
of Chalsr in us. O for the reviving comfort of this, while we conſider 
it, To reveal CnRIST in us, is to make ſuch a clear diſcovery of the 
matchleſs charms, and ineftimable glory of his perſon to our ſouls, 
which we never ſaw before; ſo that our hearts are enamoured with 
him; we chooſe him, love him, delight in him, and cleave to him in 
all his offices and characters. For by the eye of our ſoul we behold his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth, ta us miſerable ſinners; hence he is the one beloved of our ſouls. 
Without this revelation of Jzsus CarisT in us, alas! what is all ex- 
ternal profeſſion ? no more than mere talk, dry formality, and heavy 
drudgery. O my ſoul, O my dear friends, be not content to live 
without a conſtant revelation of CygisT to your fouls. This makes 
the conſcience peaceful, the heart happy, and the ſoul joyful. This in- 
ſpires love, ſubdues luſt, captivates the affections, makes the whole 
man happy in God, and creates heaven in the ſoul. If Carisr is 
within in the heart, all will be right and well without in the life. If 
you believe in Car1sT as revealed in the word, this bleſſed promiſe is 
for you; I will manifeſt myſelf unto him,” Ion xiv. 21. 
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The blood of |tsus CHaIS T cleanſeth us from all /in, 1 Jonx i. 7. 


THATEVER we do of ourſelves, in anſwer to our convictions, 

is a covering, not a cleanſing: and if we die in this condition, 
unwaſhed, uncleanſed, unpurified, it is utterly impoſſible that we ſhould 
be admitted into the bleſſed preſence of the holy Gop, Rev. xxi. 27. 
Let no man deceive you with vain words. It is not the doing a few good 
works, it is not an outward profeſſion of religion, that will give you an 


acceſs with joy unto Gop. Unleſs you are waſhed by the Spirit of Gop, 


and in the blood of CHRIS, from the pollution of your nature, and from 
your actual tranſgreſſions, you ſhall not inherit the kingdom of Gop, 
1 Cor.vi.g.—11. Yea, you will be an horrible ſpectacle unto ſaints and 


angels, to yourſelves, and to one another, when the ſhame of your na- 


kedneſs ſhall be made to appear. If therefore you would not periſh, 
and that eternally ; if you would not periſh, as baſe, defiled creatures, 
an abhorring unto all fleſh, then, when your pride, and your wealth, and 
your beauty, and your ornaments, and your duties, will ſtand you in no 
ſtead, look out betimes after that only way of purifying and cleanſin 
your ſouls, which Gop hath ordained, Without ſhedding of bloo 


there is no remiſſion, Hes. ix. 22. The blood of Jesus ChRIsTY 


*« cleanſeth from all fin.” Ve were redeemed not with corruptible 
** things—but with the precious blood of ChRISTH, as of a lamb with- 
* out blemiſh and without ſpot,” 1 PET. i. 18, 19. 
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44 et my bow in the cloud, and it ſhall be for a token of a covenant be- 
tæueen me and the earth, GEN. ix. 13. 


T*HE rainbow is a token of the covenant of preſervation made with 
Noah, and with all the creatures of the earth; it is ſtable and 
ſure : it may be conſidered alſo as an emblem of the covenant of grace, 
Is A. liv. 9, 10. or rather, it may be an emblem of CuzisT himſelf, 
Rev. 10. 1, as appears in many particulars. The rainbow appears then 
when the clouds are moſt diſpoſed to wet, and returns after the rain; 
when we are afraid of the rain's prevailing, then Gop ſhews this ſeal 
of his promiſe that it ſhall not prevail; thus God obviates our fears 
when we weep for fin, and are afraid of a flood of wrath, by remem- 
bering the covenant of grace eftabliſhed in Jesvs. The thicker the 
cloud, afterwards the brighter the bow in the cloud; ſo when affiic- 
tions abound, conſolations do much more abound. —The bow appears 
when one part of the ſky is clear, which intimates mercy remembered 
in the midft of wrath. -The rainbow is cauſed by the reflections of the 
beams of the ſun, ſo all the glory of the covenant of grace and the ſig- 
nificancy of the ſeals, are derived from Caz1sT the ſun of righteoul- 
neſs, - The bow ſpeaks terror; but this is without ſtring or arrow, is 
directed upwards, and not to the earth. God looks upon the bow to 
remember his covenant; ſo ſhould we, that we may be mindful of the 
covenant of grace with faith and thankfulneſs. 
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God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of our Loxp JIxsvs 
CuR1sT, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world, 
GAL. vi. 14. 


True believer has nothing to glory in but Cukisr only. Even 

in his very beſt performances he will be often deeply humbled, 

and cry out, Lokp, enter not into judgment.” And well he may; for 

the ground of our glory, comfort, and ſalvation, is not in works, but in 

CHR1ST, and the free grace of God ; who for his Son's ſake lays no- 

thing to our charge, but richly and daily covers and pardons all our jini- 

quities. And thus we may always be preſerved in true and ſolid peace; 
for the croſs of CHRIST is a true, ſolid, and immoveable foundation, 


When I ſurvey the wond'rous croſs, | His dying crimſon, like a robe, 
On which the Prince of glory dy'd, Spreads o'er his body on the tree; 
My richeſt gain I count but loſs, Then J am dead to all the globe, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. And all the globe is dead to me. 


Forhid it, Lox p, that I ſhould boaſt, Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
Save in the death of Cxz1sT my Gor; | That were a preſent far too ſmall ; 
All the vain things that charm me moſt, | Love fo amazing, ſo divine, 

I ſacrifice them to his blood. | Demands my ſoul, my life, my All. 
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A ariſhing their bearts by faith, Aers xv. 9. 


Y faith in the Son of Gop we get an intereſt in his great and glori- 
ous ſalvation; we are juſtified by faith; we have peace with Gop 

by faith; this is an excellent grace, which brings us out of a ſtate of 
ſlavery and fin, into the liberty of the ſons and daughters of Gop, and 
will iſſue in everlaſting ſalvation. Faith purifies the heart of man, 
naturally vicious, and is the root of holineſs, Now, reader, examine 
yourſelf whether you be in the faith ; try the tree by its fruits ; ak 
yourſelf theſe queſtions: Has my faith a purifying influence on my 
heart? Does the view of CyrisT dying for my ſins make me die un- 
to them? Has my faith in Cuatsr, as wounded for my tranſgreficns, 
and bruiſed for my iniquities, made me bitterly lament them, ſincerely 
hate them, and vow to be the death of every one of them? Though 
there may be ſtill much fin in me, is there none allowed? Is there 
none, no not one; no not that ſin which does moit eaſily beſet me, 
which I defire to be ſpared and excuſed in? Dol rather look upon all 
lin as the enemy of CurtsT and my own ſoul, and as ſuch, do L hate it 
with a perfect haired? Am I praying fervently for divine grace to ſub- 
due it; and, in the ſtrength of that grace, do I maintain a conſtant and 
vigorous war with it, determined never to give it any reſt in my heart, 


never to ceaſe my conflict with it till I have gained the compleat and 
everlaſting victory ? 
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He ſhall cauſe them that come of Jacob to take root. Iſrael ſhall bloſſom and 
bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit, Is A. xxvii. 6. They ſhalt 
again take root downward, and bear fruit upward, Chap. xxxvii. 31. 
They ſhall bring forth fruit in old age : they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing, 
Ps AlL. xcii. 14, 15. Her leaf ſhall be green, and ſhall not be careful in the 
year of drought, neither ſhall ceaſe from yielding fruit, JER. xvii. 8. 


RUE evangelical chriſtians look upon themſelves as the moſt bar. 
ren trees, ever crying out, O my leanneſs! my leanneſs !” Even 
before the judgment-ſeat of CHRIST they know of no fruits, Marr. 
xxv. 37—39. The reaſon is, they are poor in ſpirit, and are not pleaſ- 
ed with their fruits, but only with Cas r. O Lorp, grant that I 
may deſire earneſtly and fervently to bring forth more fruits; and that I 
may grow in fruitfulneſs as I grow in years; ſo as to be ever green, 
and never ceafing from yielding fruits in my old age, fruits which may 


laſt to all eternity. 


Lon p, 'tis a pleaſant thing to ſtand Time, that doth all thir gs elſe impair, 
In gardens planted by thy hand; Still makes them flour ſh ſtrong and fair. 
Let me within thy courts be ſeen, 
Like a young cedar freth and green. Laden with fruits of age, they ſhew 

=D The Lord is holy, juſt, and true; 
There grow thy ſaints in faith and love, | None that attend his gates ſhall find 
Bleſt with thy influence from above; | A Gop unfaithful or unkind, 
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The breaker is come up before them ; they have broken up, and have paſſed 
through the gate: and their King (as the author and finiſher of faith) 
ſhall paſs before them, and the LoRD on the head of them, MiCan ii. 13. 
Be of good chear, I have overcome the world, JOAN xvi. 33. HEB. xii. 1, 2. 


OMETIMES the enemy ſeems to get an advantage over us, but the 
battle is not over yet. At Jaſt thou ſhalt have the victory, and 
carry the day for all that. In hard ſtruggles remember the power of 
CaR1sT, who in his reſurrection broke through every thing, With him 
thou canſt alſo break through, and be more than conqueror. Yea, ia 
every conflict thou canſt be ſure of the victory beforehand ; for his vic- 
tory is thy victory alſo. It is as impoſhble for thine enemies to keep 
thee always in bonds and ſubjection, as impoſſible as it was that CyrrsT 
could be kept in the grave by the ſtone, ſeal, and keepers. Nay, the 
greater their force is, the more glorious will be the victory. 


Hoſanna to our conqu'ring King! Hoſanna to our conqu'ring King! 
The prince of darkneſs flies; All hail, incarnate Love! 

His troops ruſh headlong down to hell, Ten thouſand ſongs and glories wait 
Like lightning from the ſkies, To crown thy head above. 

There bound in chains the lions roar ; Thy vict'ries and thy deathleſs fame 
And fright the reſcu'd ſheep ; : 1Thro' the wide world ſhall run, 

But heavy bars confine their pow'r And everlaſting ages ſing 
And malice to the deep. | The triumphs thou haſt won. 
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Brethren, I count not myſelf to hawe apprehended ; but this one thing I da, 
forgetting thoſs things which are behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe 
things which are before, I preſs towards the mart, for the prize of the 
high calling of Gov in CarisT JEsus, PHIL. iii. 13, 14- 


us is the declaration of the great apoſtte of the Gentiles, a man of the richeſt 
experience in the things of Gop; he is till ſtretching every power, exert- 
ing every nerve in the purſuit of his final happineſs. And whoever engages in 
thoſe difficult paths, muſt keep in perpetual motion; there is no ſtopping without 
loſing ground. He muſt conſider, that if his undertaking be glorious, it is alſo 
laborious z that he has a ſtrong tide to ſtem, which, if he does not keep reſolute - 
ly advancing, will inevitably bear him down the fiream. Paſt experiences may 
encourage him, but muſt not make him ſecure; if the difficulties to be overcome 
be great, let him remember the prize of his high calling exceeds all value. He 
therefore, whoſe noble ambition puſhes him on in the purſuit of wiſdom. and vir- 
tue, muſt not be diſcouraged at their amazing height; nor muſt he think to reſt 
upon the ſteep aſcent of thoſe aſpiring mountains, which hide their lofty tops in 
heaven; whither we muſt climb before we can reach them, ſecurely to fit down, 
and enjoy eternal happineſs and repoſe. O-Loxpy, thou haſt ſaid, 4 They thar 
wait on thee, ſhall renew their ſtrength; they ſhall mount up with wings as 


« eagles; they ſhall run and not be weary, they ſhall walk and not faint;“ I be- 
lieve thy word, let it be fulfilled in me. Amen, 
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Let Jour moderation be known unto all men, Pulk. iv. 3. For Charity, 
that is love, edifieth, 1 Cor. viii. 1. 


7 thou rebukeſt others, and wouldeſt have them to be like thee, 
thou oughteſt to examine thyſelf firft, whether it flows from a blind 
party-zeal, impatience, and ſelf-will, or from a true principle of love; 
and whether thou art alſo much in prayer for them, both before and 
after. Who lays the long-ſufferings of Goo truly to heart, and conſi- 
ders how gently he has treated him, and ſtill treats him, like the weak- 
eſt child, muſt needs be moderate alſo towards all men, and think, 
* if no body would bear with others, ſurely I muſt.” Load! give me 
the right ſpirit of meekneſs, to ſhew all lenity to my fellow-chriſtians, 


Watch o'er my lips, and guard them, Lord, J Their gentle words, like ointment ſhed, 


From ev'ry raſh and heedleſs word; 
Nor let my feet incline to tread 
The guilty path where ſinners lead. 


O may the righteous, when I ſtray, 


Smite and reprove my wand'ring way! | 


Shall never bruiſe, but cheer my head, 


bw © 
When I behold them preſt with grief, 


I'lI cry to heav'n for their relief; 
And by my warm petitions prove 
How much I prize their faithful love. 
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Put thou my tears into thy bottle; are they wot in thy bet? Psalu vi. . 
Divine anſwer ; They that Jow in tears, ſhall reap in joy. He that goes 
forth weeping, bearing precious ſeed, ſhall doubtlejs come again with re- 
Joicing. bringing his ffhtaves with him, PSALM cxxvi. 5, 6. 


F nou canſt reap yet, and ſing the hymns of joy and triumph, re- 
K acmber that this belongs more to the future, than to this preſent 
world, E re ſorrow and faith can be united. Thine enemies have not 
left and give thee over yet. There is no retreat from the field of dattle 
before the hour of death. Let this be a check to thine impatient heart. 
But thou muſt be humbled under the ſenſe of thy miſery, fo as to ſigh, 
groan, and weep very often : conſider that this is the very ſeed for eter- 
nity. Not a fingle tear and groan will be loſt, They are all in the 


book of the Loxrp. 


God counts the ſorrows of his ſaints, | Make drops of ſacred ſorrow riſe 
Their groans affect his ears; To rivers of delight. 
Ke has a book for their complaints, 
A bottle for their tears. Let thoſe that ſow in ſadneſs wait 
6 # | s Till the fair harveſt come; 
The Loxp can clear the darkeſt ſkies, They ſhall confeſs their ſheaves are great, 
Can give us day for night; | And ſhout the bleſſings home, | 
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The Lord hath heard my ſupplication, the Lord will receive my prayer. 
The LoRD alſo will be a refuge for the oppreſſed, a refuge in times of 
trouble And they that know thy name will put their truſt id thee; for 
thou, Lord, Ha not forſaten them that ſeek thee. For the needy ſhall 
not always be forgotten ; ; the expefation of the poor ſhall not periſh for 
ever, PSALM vi. 10. PSALM ix. 10, 11, 19. 


HOEVER would receive comfort from theſe words, muſt firſt be 

ſenſible of his poverty and miſery, and ſhew it by confeſſing his 
fins, and feeling nothing in himſelf but indigence and unworthineſs; he 
muſt come with all his poverty to the rich Saviour, and firſt aſk his for- 
giveneſs. The Logp will ſupply all his wants, however great his po- 
verty and miſery may be, and protect him, eſpecially in time of need. 

And he will not forſake or forget him; he may hope i in him, and 
hope for the beſt from him ; ſor a ſuſpicious heart always apprehends 
the worſt; neither his hope, nor his prayer, nor even a ſigh will be 
loſt. O my Goo, grant me faith, that I may ſay, the Loxp heareth 
my ſupplication, the Lok b receiveth my prayer. Praiſed be God, who 
hath not rejected my prayer, nor turned away his goodneſs from me, 
but is my protector, and my hope. 


Gop hears when duſt and aſhes ſpeak; He ſaves us for his mercies fake, 
. He pitics all our groans ; And heals our broken bones, 
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Lead us not into temptation, Marr. vi. 13.— Divine anſwer ; Gov 17 
faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted above what ye are able, 

+ but will with the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, that ye may be 
able to bear it, 1 COR. x. 13. PSALM Ixvii. 2, 


H E nearer to heaven, the higher the mountains, the deeper the 

valleys, and the ſharper the conflicts, But be not diſcouraged ! 
it is only for the trial of our faith. God gives alſo more ſtrength, car- 
rieth us through all, as he has done from the beginning, and ſuffers 
none to be aſhamed who truſt in him. Sometimes we may ſeem to be 
tempied above meaſure, and are afraid of being confounded ; but far 
from it, it is quite impoſſible we ſhould. Here thou haſt the plain words 
of the Logpd. Take hold on them, and wait his time; for ſince the 
world ſtands, none has been confounded in any thing who has waited 
for bis promiſe ; and ſurely he will not make thee the firſt inſtance of 
the failure of his word; by no means, PaiL, i. 10. Isa. liv. 10. 
Rather ſhall the mountains depart, and the hills be removed, ſays 
« the Lorp, that hath mercy on thee.” 


Our God, how firm his promiſe ſtands, Thy Goo is faithful to his ſaints, 
En when ie hides his face ' Is faithful to his Son. 
He truſts our Kedeemer's hand: | Beneath his ſmiles my heart has liv'd, 
His gloiy and his grace. And part of heav'n poſſeſs'd ; 
Then why, my ſoul, theſe ſad complaints, | O! praiſe his name for grace regeiv'd, 
Since CnxisT and we are one? N And truſt him for the reſt. 
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O ſatiiſ us early with thy mercy, PSALM xc. 14.— God's anſwer Open 
thy mouth wide, and 1 will fill it, PSALM Ixxx1. 10. For, my people 
ſhall be ſatisfied with my goodneſs, IER. xxxi. 14. The river of Gob. 

| #s full of water, Ps ALM Rv. 9. With 72 ſhall ye draw water out ef 

| hi 


the wells of ſalvation, Is AL. xii. 13. 
fin and for uncleannts, ZECn. xiii. 1. 


s is the fountain opened for 


0 Soul! keep cloſe to the goſpel; there is the fulneſs here ſpoken of : food and 

raiment, and every thing in plenty. Let not the law hinder thee from eat- 
ing, drinking, rejoicing, and adorning thyſelf, Is AI. lv. 1-3. 10— 12. The law, 
as one juſtly obſerves, brings in a great bill, but nothing wherewith to diſcharge it. 
It ſets the foul a working, but ſo as to negle& the proper nouriſhment neceſſary 
for it. No wonder, therefore, that ſhe is deſtitute of ſufficient ſtrength ; that ſhe 
faints and never comes to the right mark. There is no ſuch thing as making 
amends by the law: We muſt go directly to Caz1sT, and receive firſt the grace 
and ſtrength required, out of his fulneſs by faith. 


Let ev'ry mortal ear attend, 
And ev'ry heart rejoice; 

The trumpet of the goſpel ſounds 
With an inviting voice. 


Rivers of love and mercy here 
In a rich ocean join ; 
Salvation in abundance flows, 


Like floods of milk and wine. 


| 
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Dear Gov ! the treaſures of thy love 
Are everlaſting mines; ; 

Deep as our helpleſs miſeries are, 
And boundleſs as our fins. 


The happy gates of goſpel grace 


Stand open night and day; 
Loxp, we are come to ſeek ſupplies, 
And drive our wants away. 
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Fear not, daughter of Zion, Joan xii. 15. But greatly rejoice and ſpont, 9 
daughter of Jeruſalem, behald thy King comes unto thee ; he is juſt and ha- 
wing ſalvation, LECH. Ix. 9. For the Lorp has taken away the judg- 
ments, he has caſt out thine enemy : The King of Iſrael, even the Lok, 
7s in the midſt of thee : thou ſhalt not ſee evil any more, LEPH. iii. 15. 
Behold they jhall ſurely gather together, but not by me : whoſover ſhall 


gather againſt thee ſhall fall for thy ſake, Is AI. liv. 15. Let them return 
unto thee, but return not thou unto them, JER. XV. 19. 


OW ftrorg ſoever thine inward enemies, thy corruptions, may be 
1 now, fear not, and be not diſcouraged. So much the more, ſaith 
faith, thy King is bound by his office, love, and promiſe, to help and aſſiſt 
thee with ſtrength to overcome: and thus ſhall even the hardſhips of a 
chriſtian work together for. his good in this world, according to the 
promiſe, and brighten his crown of glory in the world to come. OLoxp, 
grant that I may. be always faithful and reſolute enough not to ſpend 
- needleſfly too much time in one conflict, but directly putting on the 
armour of faith, I may ſoon conquer, preſs forward, and experience thee 
every hour as a mighty King and Saviour, 


My Lord, my Conqu'ror, and my King, | Great Prophet, let me bleſs thy name; 
Thy ſceptre and thy ſword I ing ; By thee the joyful tidings came, 

Thine js the vict'ry, and I fit Of wrath appeas'd, of fins forgiv'n, 

A joyful ſubjeR at thy feet. Of hell ſubdu'd, and peace with heav'n. 
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Thou ſhalt not be afraid of them, but ſhalt well remember what the Lord 
thy Gop did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt, DRur. vii. 18. Be ye 
not terrified becauſe of them, for the LokD your God is he that goes 
evith you, to fight for you againſt your enemies, to ſave you, Chap. xx. 3, 4. 
Hitherto ſhalt thou come, and no further; and here ſhall thy proud waves 

. be layed, JOB xxxviii. 11. 


HE affaults of original fin will ever return; and we muſt not be 
ſurprized, when one conflict is over, that another ariſes. This 
conteſt is unavoidgble, for the enemy is within us. It makes us more 
careful and humble to know this, than if we believe that we had only to 
encounter with fin from without, and not from within: and if we de- 
fire to feel leſs evil in us than Gop ſuffers us to have, we may look to it, 
whether it proceeds not ſometimes from pride and impatience, that we 
wiſh to get rid of the trouble of ſtriving always againſt fin; whereas it 
ſhould be enough for us that Gop'ſuffers' it, lays it not to our charge, 
and carries us through all dangers. 


Let the redeemed of the Logd r- He feeds and clothes us all the way 
The wonders of his grace record; He guides our footſteps leſt we ſtray; 
Iſrael, the nation whom he choſe, ' He guards us with a pow'rful hand, 


And reſcu'd from their mighty foes. ] And brings us to the heav'nly land, 
5: 4604 | . tis: 
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Varily thou art a God that hideft thy/alf, 7 O God of 1/rael the Savicur, 
Is ai. xlv. 15. All the paths of the LorD are mercy and truth, PsaLM 
'Xxv. 10. The Lon p of 2 is wonderful in —_ and excellent in 


working, Isa1. xxviii. 29. 


OD is wonderful in all his doings, his ways are paſt finding out : a 

at the end we can ſee beſt what wiſe and gracious ſteps he took 
wath us. Therefore when things take ſuch a wonderful turn that we are 
guitc at our wits end, and do not know which way to go, we may belieye 
on hand ot the Lox is in it, and ſome goad will come of it at laſt, As 
we experience the name of Cha _— wonderful at ſuch times, we 
may well expect that he will ſhew himſelf to be our counſellor and mighty 
Gon alſo. At firſt every thing may ſegm. to be againſt us, — go 
gite contrary; but at laſt we fee plainly, that it was highly needful it 
ald go contrary to our corrupt nature, and that thus it went well. 
For though the ways of Gop are marvellous, yet they are glorious, 


Great Gop, I would not aſk to fee | Enough for me, if love diving 

What in futurity ſhall be; At length thro' ev'ry cloud ſhall ſhine, 
If: light and bliſs attend my days, Yet this my foul deſires to know, 
Then let my future hours be praiſe. Be this my only wiſh below, 

Is darkneſs and diſtreſs my ſhare? That Chriſt is mine! this great requeſt, 
Then let me truſt thy guardian care; { Grant, bounteous Gop—and I am bleſt. 


. rog 
Remember the ſabbath-day to keep it holy. I wwas in the Spirit on the 
Lord's day, Exo. xx, 8. Rev. i. 10. 


EADER, I know not who, or what thou art, but may the Gop of all grace 
bleſs this meditation to thy ſoul ! Perhaps thou art a careleſs ſinner, who to 
this day haſt trifled with ſabbaths ; how awful to have this added to thy other fins, 
to anſwer for at the bar of IE sus thy judge! O cry to the Loa p to be in the Spirit 
on his day; then wilt thou ſee and feel thy malady ; look to Jesus for pardon, and. 
ſabbath- days will become precious to thy ſoul; perhaps thou art the ſelf-righteous 
Phariſee, punctual in external ſervices, ſo far is praiſe-worthy ; but awful is thy 
miſtake, if thou makeſt any external ſervice the ground of thy acceptance, eſpe- 
Fially as the language of the day is, In the Lonp have I righteouſneſs and 
* {izength ;** and ſo wilt thou ſay if in the Spirit. 

Or thou mayeſt have been a ſplendid: profeſſor, but now a grievous backſlider; 
O may thou be in the Spirit on the Logo's day, then wilt thou look to Gop 
for pardon, to Jes vs for freth ſprinklings of bis blood, and to the Spirit for his 
quickening influences. 

If thoy art a believer under ſharp trials, mayſt thou be in the Spirit, then when 
tribulations abound, confolations will abound alſo. If thou art a believer walking 
cloſe with God, rich in knowledge and experience, thou wilt wiſh to be in the Spirit, 
that grace may be magnified, [zsvs more loved, and his name more honoured. 

Reader, whatever thou art, whether maſter or ſervant, parent or child, if thou 
wiſheſt to be in the Spirit, and wouldeſt have thy temporal and ſpiritual concerns 
Proſper, make conſcience of keeping the ſabbath- day holy. 
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Remember me, O my Gov, for geod, Neu. xiii. 31.—Divine anſwer :. Y 
Ephraim my dear Jon ? is he a pleaſant child? For fince I ſpake againſt 
him, I do earneſtly remember him flill ; therefore my bowels are troubled 

For him: I will ſurely have mercy upon him, IE R. xxxi 29. A book of 
remembrance was written before him, for them that feared the Loks, 
and that thought upon his name. MAL. iii. 16, 17, 18. I know the 
thoughts which I have towards you, JER. xxix. 11: 


S ſoon as I appear with my prayers before the Lord, he writes all 

my petitions upon his book of remembrance. © Should I not pay 
much ? Yes, O Lord ; and though I have many things already upon 
thy book, yet I will give thee occaſion to write down more and more 
every hour, Thus nothing can be forgotten. All will te granted by 
him. Delays we muſt expect, but all ſhall be made up with fo much, 
the larger gifts in due time, though the beſt will be reſerved for a bliſs- 
ful eternity. ; | nd, ys | 


Now let the Lox y my Saviour ſmile, I'd rather have it there impreſs'd, 

And ſhew my name upon his heart; Than in the bright records of fame. 

I would forget my pains awhile, 1 

And in the pleaſure loſe the ſmart. When the vaſt fire burns all things here, 
5 Thoſe letters ſhall ſecurely ſtand, 

My name is printed on his breaſt ; And in the Lamb's fair book appear, 


His book of life contains my name : Writ by th' eternal Father's hand. * 
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Bud in this mountain ſhall the LorD of hoſts make unto all people a feaft of 
fat things, a feaſt of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrew, of 
eines on the lees well refined, ISAlAH xxv. 6. 


A Feaſt imports plenty, harmony, and joy. Many feaſts were ap- 
pointed under the law, in commemoration of various deliveran- 
ces and mercies. The goſpel inſtitutes one great perpetual feſtival, in 
conſequence of the one grand bleſſing, which comprehends all other 
mercies, Redemption by the blood of CarisT.” The table is always 
ſpread, the company are always welcome, the ſeaſon is always pleaſant, 
and the joy is always new. Loky, I once was feeding upon huſks, 
upon aſhes, upon the wind, and drinking down iniquity like water; 
but, O wonderful love, thou didſt invite and bring me to thine own 
feaſt, Thou feedeſt me with the bread of life, and cauſeſt me do drink 
of the wine of thy conſolation, May I never more have an appetite for 
the vanities of the world. 


Why was I made to hear thy voice, Twas the ſame love that made the feaſt, 
And enter while there's room; That ſweetly forc'd us in; 

When thouſands make a wretched choice | Elfe we had ſtill refus'd to taſte, 

And rather ſtarve than come? And periſh'd in our ſin, 
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And he believed in the Lonxb, and he counted it to him for righteouſne/s, 
GENES1S XV. 6. 


T is no uncommon thing in ſcripture to put the act for the object, eſpecially 
with regard to faith and hope. Thus hope fignifies the object of hope, Jrs. 
Xiv. 8. 1 TI X. i. 1 Hes. vi. 18. And faith is often put for the object, or doc- 
trine of faith, or that which is believed in; as when it is ſaid, Paul preached the 
faith which once he deſtroyed; and Felix heard him concerning the faith of CIS T; 
and when the ſcripture ſpeaks of keeping, and contending for the faith, and holding 
the myſtery of the faith, and the like. Thus when Abraham is ſaid to believe in the 
Lon p, the meaning is, he believed in the promiſe of Goo, that he ſhould have a 
teed, and a very mumerous one; he believed that the Meffiah would ſpring from his 
feed; he believed in him as his Saviour and Redeemer; he believed in him for righ- 
tecuſneſs; and he believed in his righteouſneſs as juſtifying him before Gop, It 
was not the act of his faith, but the object of it; not the promiſe he believed, but 
what was promiſed, and his faith received even CuRISsH and his righteouſneſs ; 
fee this explained fully in Rom. iv. verſes 3, 10, 22, 23, 24. 

Reader, mark well how Abraham was juſtified before Gop, not by faith as a 
work, but as apprehending Cax1sT ; and follow this example of the father of the 
faithful. It is by faith in J=zsus Cxr1sT alone that we can be juſtified before 
. Gow; by faith all the Old Teſtament ſaints were juſtified, as well as the New; 
that this diſtinguithes the Chriſtian religion from all ſyſtems of morality, and to 
err in this, is to err in the fundamentals of chriſtianity. 
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This do in remembrance of me, Lux xxii. 19. 


OME, my ſoul, obey they dying Loxp's command; let it be thy 
( delight, as it 1s thy privilege, to attend thy maſter at table, to 
take a nearer view of his bleeding love, and, by a renewed act of faith, 
to ſecure to thyſelf the precious benefits contained therein. Stagger nor 
through unbelief; it is a bleſſed truth, JIEsus died for ſinners; this 
is the foundation of a ſinner's hope: let this encourage thee, O my 
ſoul ; thou art a finner guilty and defiled ; Jesv's blood cleanſes from 
all fin; he is the fountain opened for thy uncieanneſs ; thou art by 
nature a child of wrath, condemned by the law, expoſed to the curſe ; 
Jzsvs was made a curſe for thee, and thou art become a child of grace; 
thou art unrighteous, unholy, JzsUs is made of Gop unto thee righte- 
ouſneſs and ſanification z thou art weak, befet with enemies, his 
ſtrength ſhall be perfected in thy weakneſs, and thou ſhalt be more than 
conqueror through him that loved thee ; thou art afraid of periſhing at 
the laſt, look to Jesus, he purchaſed thee with his blood, he will not 
give thee up, none can pluck thee out of his hand. 


Rife then, O my ſoul, and come to the banquet of love, and partake of the 
bleſſings of the everlaſting covenant; he will manifeſt his love, will feal thy pardon, 
renew thy ſtrength, and enable thee to travel the remair-.ng part of thy pilgrimage, 
till thou come to mount Ziop, and be admitted a welcome gueſt at the marriag?- 


ſupper in heaven. | : 
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1 write unto you, little children, becauſe your ſins are forgiven you fer his 

name's fake; I write unto you, fathers, becauſe ye have known him that 

75 from the beginning 3 3 {1 write unto Jou, young men, becauſe ye have over: 
come the wicked one, I JOAN ii. 12, 13. 


OD hath ſaints of ſeveral degrees and ſizes, and ſome of them have more com- 
munion with him than others; from among the multitude he choſe twelve 
to be with him; from among the twelve he choſe three, Peter, James, and John, 
who were of the privy council; from among the three he choſe out John as hjs 
peculiar darling, and boſom favourite, of whom it is ſaid five times in St. John's 
goſpel, that he was the diſciple whom []z5svs /oved.”” So now at this day, Gop 
hath his babes who live upon milk, and nothing elſe; “ his children, who know 
their Father, and are aſſured of his love; © his young men, who go out to war 
and the © Fathers in Iſrael, whoſe grey-headed experience and wiſdom abounds ; 
for they knew him from the beginning, and they remembered his words. It is a great 
mercy to be one of Gop's © little ones,“ yea, the leaſt of all; to be a ſtar, though 
not of the farſt magnitude; to be a diſciple, though not a John, not one of the 
three, nor one of the twelve, nor one of the ſeventy. But to be a John, a darling, 
and to lean on his breaſt, to lie in his boſom, O how great a mercy! It is a mercy 
to be new-born, to betaken into the family of Gop, and houſchoid of faith; but to 
grow up to a perfect ſtature, to be a man in CRRIS TH Jesvs, O, how "great a 
mercy! Lox p, thou knoweſt my defire, perſect that winch concerns thy art tans 
yea that which concerns all thy ſervants, 


It doth not yet appear We would no longer lie 
How great we muſt ba made; | Like ſlaves beneath the throne ; 
Byt when we ice our Saviour here, -.. . My faith ſhall Abba father cry, 


We ſhall be Ike our head. And thou the kindred own. 
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Take now thy ſon, thine only ſon Iſaac, whom thou loweſt, and get thee 
into the land of Moriah, and offer him there for à burnt ring, GEN. 
xxii. 2. 


BRAHAM defired earneſtly to ſee into the myſtery of the redemption; and 

Gop, to inſtru him in the beſt manner humanity is capable of receiving in- 
ſtruction, in the infinite extent of divine goodneſs to mankind, who ſpared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, let Abraham teel, by experience, 
what it was to loſe a beloved ſon; “ Take now thy ſon, thine only fon, thine Iſaac, 
the ſtaff of thine age, the hope of thy family; none elſe do I require, and offer him 
up for a burnt-offering; and in this tranſaction ſee my love to ſinners, when I will 
give up mine only Son Txsvus, a Sacrifice for them.“ Abraham obeyed, he virtu- 
ally ſacrificed his ſon; a ram was ſubſtituted in his place, and bleſſings are poured 
upon the faithful patriarch, In the whole ſtory we have a lively type of greater 
things. We have ſcen the day when Gop ſpared not his own Son, when he was 
bound with cords, when he bore his croſs, and on this mountain, probably on this 
very ſpot, was offered up an offering for ſin ; when he, triumphant over the grave, 
roſe again to live for evermore, and ſces the ſeed of his redeemed people, whom no 
man can number, and whoje poſſeſſions are the glories of heaven and-eternity. 


And now, my ſoul, meditate on theſe things. Art thou a ſon of Abraham ? Ts 
there in thine heart a darling ſin? draw forth the knife and ſmite it to the heart. 
Hath Gop not ſpared his Son for me, and ſhall 1 ſpare what he commands me to 
ſacrifice ? No, gracious Saviour, no. Help me to-be faithful, to keep back nothing 
from thee; ſearch the ground of my heart; when thou haſt tried me, crown the 
faith thou haſt beſtowed, and the obedience thou haſt wrought, with that unfading 
glory thou haſt promiſed to them that are faithtul unto death. ; 
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Cad, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith be loves us, eben 
when aue were dead in fins, has quickened us together with ChRxISs, (by 
grace ye are ſaved:) and has raiſed us up together, and made us fit to- 
gether in heavenly places in CHRIST Isus, Ern. ii. 4—6. 


HRIST being our head, we, who are his members, are together 
with him dead, buried, raiſed up, and ſeated in heavenly places ; 
for he is the new Adam, and has done all theſe things as our repreſen- 
tative, in our ſtead, and for our good. Thus have I ſuffered in thee, 
O my glorious head, for all my ſins already; I am diſcharged, I have 
no puniſhment to fear any more, reſpecting the guilt and curſe of fin, 
Thou haſt fully anſwered the charge againſt me, fatisfied the infinite ju- 
ſtice of Gop for me; and it is impoſſible with his equity and love to 
require a double payment of my debts. Conſequently I die no more, 
ſince thou canſt die no more; nay, I live already, and have my place 
with thee eternally in heaven, ſince the head cannot nor will never 
part even with the weakeſt of his members, but influence and draw 
them after him wherever he goes. 


O LozD, we praiſe thee for thy Son, {| And by one man's obedience now 
Who join'd our nature to his own: | Are all his ſeed made righteous too. 
Adam the ſecond from the duft | Where fin did reign and death abound, 
Raiſes the ruins of the firſt. There have the ſons of Adam found 
By the rebellion of one man Abounding life; there glorious grace 
Thro' all the ſced the miſchief ran; I Roigns chro' the Lord our rightcouſne(s. 
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Gon has made him to be fin for is who knew no fin, that ave might be made 
the righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cok. v. 21. Rut to him that 
eworketh not, but believeth on him that juſtifies the ungodly, bis faith is 
. counted for righteoujne/s, ROM. iv. . | | : 
| ESE are very ſweet and precious words to thoſe who look upon their own 
© . belt virtues and performances by nature as finfut, and upon their beſt con- 
dition by grace, as extremely weak and imperſect. How comfortable a thing is the 
zuſtification of the ungodly by faith, when the ſoul is firſt ſtript quite naked before. 
God, and thoroughly convinced of her wickedneſs and weakneſs. This a mere 
ruoral and legal man does not meddle with, he pretends to make amends for his 
former ſins, by altering his courſe, and doing better works; but this is not making 
amends at all, fince we are but unprofitable fervants, and want continually for- 
giveneſs of fin, even when we have dane all. We never have any reaſon to juſtify 
ourſelves. before Gop, though we ſhould do ever fo well, and ſuffer ever ſo inno- 
cently in regard to men. For from it there is but one way to be Juſtifted, and to 
obtain and preſerve the bleſſing of a good conſcignce, which is, by humbling and 
-onfefling ourſelves guilty, and looking only for forgivenefs and righteouſneſs in 
CngisT., Thus we are made by him the righteouſneſs of Gop itſelf. May the 
Loa p put us all in this way. 


No more, my Goo, I boaſt no mots J O may my ſoul be found in him, 

Of all the duties I have done; And of his righteouſneſs partake. 

J quit the hopes I held before, | The beſt obedience of my hands 

Jo truſt the merits of thy SON, | Dares not appear before thy throne 3 
Yes, I muſt and will efleem Rut faith can aoſwer thy demands, 
&ll things bur loſs for Jzsvs' ſake: | By _— what my Laas has dene. 
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Gop has exalted CurrsT Jesus with his right hand, to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Hrael, and forgiveneſs of ſins, 
Acrs v. 31. 


HINK not, what reaſon have l to repent? I am no murderer or 
robber; for thou art both. By thy fins thou haſt murdered the 
Son of Go, and by thy pride robbed Gon of his own; therefore, if 
thy old heart is not changed yet into a new one, and thou feeleſt ſome 
uneaſineſs on account of thine eternal ſalvation, great care is to be 
taken not to miſtake it for temptations of the devil; but believe me, 
that it is the work of CHRIS who awakens thee, offers thee repentance, 
and will make thee quite another man. He ſtands at the door and 
« knocks ; and if any man will hear his voice, and open the door, he 
« will come in to him, and ſup with him,” Rev. iii. 20. 


Now CRRISsT will ev'ry want ſupply, There ſhall his ſacred Spirit dwell, 


And fill our hearts with peace; And deep engrave his law, 
He gives by cov'nant and by oath 1 Andev'ry motion of our ſouls 
The riches of his grace. To ſwift obedience draw. 


Our heart, that flinty ſtubborn thing, Thus will he pour ſalvation down, 
That terrors cannot move, And we ſhall render praiſe ; 

That fears no threat'nings of his wrath, { We the dear people of his love, 
Shall be diffoly'd by love. | * And he our Goo of grace. 
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Gop 7s not a Gop of confiſſon, 1 Cor. xiv.33. He has made every 
thing beautiful in its ſeaſon. Alſo he has ſet the world in their heart, 
fo that no man can find out the work that GOD makes from the beginning 
to the end, ECCLES. iii. 11. 


Lox, I am like a little child, knowing neither the beginning or 

end of my ways; but thoy being my counſellor, I think it my 

only wiſdom to be adviſed and ruled by thee. O ſhew me then always 

thy way in all things, even in the leaſt; that I may never miſs to do 

thy work in due ſeaſon and due order, Make me ſuch a faithful 

ſteward, as not to go one inch from thy will; but on all occaſions ta 
act and ſuffer according to thy good pleaſure. 


Whither, O whither ſhould I fly, Which ſhall I leave, and which purſue? 
But to my loving Saviour's breaſt } Thou only my adviſer be; 

SECure within thy arms to lie, My Gov, | know not what to do, 

And ſafe beneath thy wings to reſt, But O! mine eyes are fix'd on thee, 

J have no might t'oppoſe the foe; ; Fooliſh, and impotent, and blind, 

But everlaſting ſtrength is thine : Lead me a way I have not known; 
Shew me the way that | ſhould go, Bring me where I my heav'n may find, 
Shew me the path 1 ſhould decline. | The heav'n of loving thee alone, 
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Now he who flabliſheth us with you in Cnr1sT, and hath enointed ts, is 


Gop; who hath alſo ſealed us, and Fe us the earneſt of the Spirit 
in our hearts, 2 COR. i. 21, 22. Erk. i. 14. 


Senſible joy of faith, and great delight in prayer, are not the 
only evidences of this earneſt and ſealing of the Spirit; theſe 
ſometimes are wanting : but we may know alſo we are ſealed by theſe 
marks, that we receive CHRIST in all his offices; that we have a ſin- 
cere deſire to do only the will of Gop in all things; that we hate fin 
irreconcileably; that we are humbled, convinced, and led into all ne- 


ceſſary truths by the Spirit. Theſe are conſtant marks even for the 
weakeſt. 


Why ſhould the children of a K ing [ Aſſure my conſcience of her part 
Go mourning all their days ? In the Redeemer's blood ; | 
Great Comforter deſcend, and bring And bear thy witneſs with my hearty 
Some tokens of thy grace. That I am born of Gop. 
Doſt thou not dwell in all the ſaints, Thou art the earneſt of his love, 
And ſeal the heirs of heaven? | The pledge of joy t**come; 
When wilt thou baniſh my complaints, | And thy ſoft wings, cetettial Dove, 
And ſhew my ſins forgiv'n? | * Will fafe convey me home. 
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Cod be merciful to me a ſinner, Luxx xviii. 13. Look upon my afflichion an 
my pain, and forgive all my fins, P8ALM xxv. 18—Divine anſwer ; 
The LoRD is gracious and full of compaſſion, and of great mercy ; the 
Load it good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his werks, Ps ALM 


exlv. 8, 9. Therefore, y. /on, be of good chear ; thy fins are forgiven 
thee, MATT. ix. 2. 


USTIFICATION or remiſſion of fins before the tribunal of Gov, 
and the comfortable aſſurance of it in the heart, do not always go 
together. The ſentence of pardon may be paſſed, and the ſenfe of it 
be wanting for a time, or conſiſt only in ſome feeble glimpſes now and 
then, The former is done all at once, in the moſt perfect manner; the lat- 
ter is given by degrees, as far as believers are able to receive it: There- 
fore a penitent ſoul muſt converſe much with the goſpel, and pray con- 
tinually far more light, and a greater degree of faith and peace. 


O Gop of mercy, hear my call; Shall ſpeak aloud thy righteouſneſs, 


My load of guilt remove; | And make thy praiſe my ſong. 
Break down this ſeparating wall, iT A ſoul oppreſt with fin's deſert 
'That bars me from my love, | My God will ne'er deſpiſe; 
Give me the preſence of thy grace; An humble groan, a broken heart, 
Then my rejoicing tongue | Is our beſt facrifice, 
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Delight thyſelf in the Lord, and he ſhall give thee the defires of thine heart, 


PSALM xxxvii. 4. 


F thou deſireſt to delight thyſelf only in the Lox p, and art more ſoli- 
citous for the increaſe of faith, love, and holineſs, than temporal hap- 
pineſs ; and wouldeſt even Joſe the latter, provided there was an addi- 
tion to the former ; this comes not from nature; but is an infallible 
mark of grace and regeneration ; and the Lox ſhall give thee alſo the 
defires of thine heart, and even more than thou deſireſt. 


Nothing can be more fooliſh than to harbour one or more ſecret luſts 
in our hearts, after we have been once awakened, We muſt certainly 
ſuffer for it; our conſcience will check us for it; we cannot enjoy i 
with half the pleaſure as before ; our courſe is hindered, and our peace 
diſturbed. How much more prudent and profitable then would it be, to 
forſake all and follow CHRIST ſtraight, who can only ſatisfy the deſires 
of our heart! Conſider this, O my foul ! act the wiſer part; let thy eye 
be ſingle ; cleave to him alone, when others, cleaving to the creatures, 

retend to ſerve two maſters. 'Thus thou wilt be able to taſte the kiſſes 
of his mouth, and the cryſtal ſtreams of his comfortable and heavenly love. 


Dear Saviour, let thy beauties be And grace command my heart away 
My ſoul's eternal food; Frem all created good, 
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Heal me, O Load, and 1 /ball be healed, Jer. xvii. 14. Divine anſwer; 
Tam the LorD that healeth thee, Exod. xv. 26. They that be whole 

. weed got a phyſician, but they that are fick, MATT, ix. 12. I have ſeen 
his ways, and will heal him, Is A. lvii. 18. chap. xliii. 3. and Ix1. 1. 
He healed all that avere fick, Marr. viii. 15—17. 


HIS was an emblem of his power and grace, to heal all ſpiritual diſeaſes of 
h our ſouls, though ever ſo deſperate and dangerous. Therefore give thyſelf 
only up to his cure, he underſtands thy diſtemper alſo, and will certainly reſtore 
thee. He has healed a great many alteady, nay all thoſe who ever defired it, from 
all their infirmities. Thou canſt never be too miſerable and bad for him; he is 
ever willing and able to help. The worſe thy caſe is, the more he will pity thee 
and have patience. Eefore we can be made whole, his way is to make us thorough- 
ly ſenſible of our ſickneſs, and lay our wounds more and more open. But as the 
phyſician then is moſt wanted, we muſt be the more earneſt to implore his help, 
and he will ſurely bind us up again and heal us; though perhaps not at once, but 
ſometimes lowly and wonderfully, yet thoroughly at laſt z for he heals AL L; even 
the molt incurable diſeaſes, Ps AL M ciii. 3. 


Bind up, O Lon p, and chear my ſoul Let not thy ſpirit quite depart, 


With thy forgiving love; Nor drive me from thy face; 
O make my broken ſpirit whole, Create a-new my vicious heart, 
And bid my pains remove, And fill it with thy grace. 
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 Confe ſs your faults one to another, — ] MES v. ] 6. 


T is related of St. John the evangeliſt, that being upon his return from Patmos 
to Epheſus, after the death of Domitian, he was ſet upon by a company of 
thieves, amongſt whom was a young man their captain; to him St. John applied 
himſelf, by way of wholeſome counſel and advice, which took ſo good effect, that 
he became a new man, and was converted, and went thereupon to all his fellow- 
thieves, and beſought them in the name of Jxsvs CayrrsrT, that they would walk 
no longer in their former wicked ways. He told them withal, that he was troubled 
in conſcience for his former wicked life, and earneſtly intreated them, that as they 
tendered the welfare of their own ſouls, they would now teave off their old courſes, 
and live more conſcientiouſly for the time to come. The counfel was good, and 
well taken, ſo that many of thoſe great robbers became great converts. Thus it is 
that one finner's confeſſion of his faults to another, may happily prove the conver- 
ſion of one by the other. Hence it is, that the meaning of that apoſtolic precept, 
< Confefs your faults one to another,” is made out by ſome interpreters to be, that 
thoſe that have been pattners together in fin, ſhould go one to another, and ſeriouſ- 
ly confeſs their fins each to the other; he that hath been a drunkard, or any other- 
wiſe a wicked liver, let him go to his companions in iniquity, and tell them that 
he is troubled in mind, becauſe of his former exceſs, and perhaps he may be a 
means of converting them. Reader, art thou a converted man, follow this method, 
go to thy old companions, warn them of their danger, and thou wilt either be a means 
of converting them, or hereby wilt get rid of their troubleſome company in future. 
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Lok b, enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, PsAL. exlii. 2. Divine 
anſwer; Perily, werily I ſay unte you, He that heareth my voice, and 

believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come 

into condemnation, but is paſſed from death unto life, Joan v. 24. See 

alſo chap. viii. 51. Isa. XXV. & | 
82 the judge himſelf is our Brother, our Bridegroom, the Loxv 
0 of death and life, yea even our life; believers cannot die any more, 
but “are paſſed from death unto life; it being impoſſible that CAR Is 
mould die again. He that owns the juſtice of Gop's judgment, con- 
feſſes himſeit guilty in all things, and appeals from the judgment-ſeat 
to the mercy-ſeat, him the Lox p will own and juſtify again through 
the righteouſneſs of his Son: For“ if we would judge ourſelves, we 
* ſhould not be judged. We ſhall even judge together with CHRIST,“ 
1 Cos. vi. 2. and ſurely we will not condemn ourſelyes ; much leis 
will CartsT ; for he loves us more than we do ourſelves. | 


Who ſhall the Ion d's ele condemn! | And the falyation to fulfil, 


*Tis Gop that juſtifies their ſouls ; { Bchold him rifing from the dead. 
And mercy, like a mighty ſtream, Faith has an overcoming pow'r, 
O'er all their fins divinely rolls. It triumphs in the dying hour; 


Who ſhall adjudge the ſaints to hell ? CurIsT is our liſe, our joy, our hope, 
Tis CaR1$T that ſuffer'd in their ſtcad; } Nor can we fink with ſuch a prop. 
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Give heed to me, O Log, Jes, xviii. 19.—Divine anſwer ; Behold, hi 
. that heepeth Iſrael ſhall neither flumber nor ſleep, Ps Al. exxi. 4. Caſt- 
ing all your care upen Gop, for he careth for you, 1 PET. v. 7. 


HE care of the Loxp, which he takes for his little ones, far and 
infinitely exceeds the care of the moſt tender mother over her 
weak and helpleſs child, Be I then never ſo weak, miſerable, and 
fooliſh in my own eyes, the Loxp being the guardian of ſuch babes, 
will have patience with me. Nay theſe are the very veſſels of his grace. 
Therefore conſidering myſelf always as a weak ignorant child, I will 
keep cloſe to him. He is the minifter of the ſanctuary, and will nevet 
let me want any thing, but defend, provide, and train me up in the 
beſt and moſt ſuitable manner, 


Be thou my counſellor, | Should all the hoſts of death, 
My pattern and my guide And pow'rs of hell unknown, 
And thro” this deſert land Put their moſt dreadful forms 
Still keep me near thy fide, Of rage and miſchief on; 
O let my feet I ſhall be ſafe, 
Ne'er run aſtray, For Cuxz1sT diſplays 
Nor rove, nor feck Superior pow”'r, 
The crooked way. And guardian grace, 
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Wey ſaid unto the woman, Now we believe, not becauſe of thy ſaying, 
for we have heard him ourſelves, and knew that this is indeed the 
CarisT, the Saviour of the world. If /o be ye have taſted that the 
Lord ig gracious, JOHN iv. 42. 1 PET. ii. 3. 

TT is a great concernment to know that the ſcripture hath ſuch a wit- 

neſs as experience, and that there is ſuch a trade and correſpon- 
dence as this betwixt the ſaints and the word; betwixt the believer and 

CarisT, which lieth not in the common road of the world. O what 

an empty thing would religion be, if it had hot this word experience in 

it, that ſecret and ſure mark whereby the Chriſtian knoweth the ſcrip- 
ture is of Gop and his own intereſt in CyxgisT, how thus the Loxp 
hath often ſealed his inſtruction in a dark plunge ! O what an excel- 
lent interpreter is experience, taſte and ſee! for thus the ſerious Chriſ- 
tian getteth a view of the ſcripture and ſpiritual things, which the moſt 
ſubtle and piercing eye of unſanctified ſchoolmen cannot reach, PsaL. 
xxxiv. 8. and cxvi. 10. 2 Tim. i. 12. GaL. ii. 16. Hes. iv. 3. 


This cannot be found in books; men will not meet with it in a throng of the 
ehoiceſt notions; it confoundeth the wiſe and diſputer of this world, while the mean- 
eſt and moſt ſimple Chriſtian underſtandeth it well to the ſatisfaction of his ſoul. 

Reader, preſs after experience, live not by hearſay, and upon the comforts of 
others, but ſeek to the Lox p that he would give thee this inward teſtimony ; it will 
help thee in future trials; it will remove many ef thy fears, make thy paſſage 
through life eaſy and comfortable, and be as a pledge of thy future glory. 


124 re 


# hoforver wwill come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his crofe 
daily, and follow me : for whoſoever avill ſave his life, ſhall loſe it; 
but <whoſoever ſhall loje his life for my ſake, the ſame ſhall ſave it, 
Mark viii. 31, 32. Luk ix. 23. Whojcever he be of you that forſaketh 
vt all that he hath, he cannot be uy diſciple, LUKE xiv. 33. 


HIS doctrine is diſcarded by all who call Caxisr Lord, Lord, 
1 but do not the things which he ſaith.” The language of their 
heart is, Speak unto us ſmooth things, propheſy deceits,” IS A. xxx. 
10. How different was that of the apoftle ! ** So fight I, not as one 
that beateth the air; but I keep under my body, and bring it into 
ſubjection; leſt that by any means, when I have preached to others, 
« I myſelf ſhould be a caſt-away, 1 Cor. ix. 27, 28. No croſs, no 
crown: Let us not then be afraid of the croſs; for when we bear it, 
it bears us; and when we refuſe to take it ap, we refuſe the ſtaff of 
every Chriſtian pilgrim, and the weapon of every Chriſtian ſoldier; we 
renounce the tree of life for that of knowledge; and practically deny 
„Jesus CuRisT, and him crucified.” 


Give me, O Lon p, a ſober mind, That tramples down, and caſts behind, 
A Ready, ſelf-renouncing will, The deadly baits of pleaſing ul. 
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What things ſoever ye deſire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye jhall hade them, MARK xi. 24. Verily, werily 1 ſay unto you, 
What/oever ye ſhall aſe the Father in my name, he will give it you. 
Hitherto have ye aſked nothing in my name; aſt, and ye hall. receive, 
that your joy may be full, Joan xvi. 23, 24. But aſk in faith, nothing 
abavering; for he that auaveretb is like a ware of the ſea ; let nat that 

man think that he ſhall receive any thing of the Lord, James i. 6, 7. 

| 2 promiſed with an oath to give the daughter of Herodias whatever ſhe 
world aſk, even to the halt of his kingdom. How adyantageous was his 

promiſe ? But how much more ſo that of the Loxp ? “ By myſelt have I ſworn, 

© ſays he, that in blefling I will blefs thee,” GERN. xxii. 16, 17. When he bids us 


afk, he does not lay us under a reſtriction of not aſking above half a kingdom. 
No; we may aſk a whole kingdom, even the kingdom of heaven: nay, we may 
have the offer of two kingdoms ; that of grace, and that of glory. Both are pur- 


chaſed for us by the blood of the Lamb; both promiſed to believers in the word 
of the goſpel; and both actually beſtowed, the former upon praying ſouls in the 
church militant, the latter upon praifing ſouls in the church triumphant. If now 
we do not enjoy the kingdom of grace, righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, it is merely becauſe we have not aked, or have aſked amiſs ; that is, with- 
out faith, without patience, or in our own name, and not in the all-prevailing 
name of [E$us. | 
Faith, mighty faith, the promiſe ſees, Laughs at impoſibilities, 

And looks to CuzxtsT alone; And cries, II $HALL BE DONEs 
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O Lorp, pardon mine iniquity, for it is great, Ps AL. XXV.. 11. —- Divine 
anſwer ; Where /in abounded, grace did much more abound, Rom, v. 20. 
For Gop will abundantly pardon, IsA. lv. 7. 


T is all one with Goo to forgive a repenting ſinner his treſpaſſes, 
whether great or ſmall, many or few ; for they are all paid with 
one ranſom. No fin, properly ſpeaking, is little in itſelf ; and none 
greater than the grace of Gop, and the infinite price laid down for it. 
Whatever fins thercfore a man feels, yet he may throw himſelf upon 
the abounding grace of Gop : But this grace muſt always be our com 
fort, to depend upon it alone, even when it is beſt with us; for then 
only it is beſt with us, when we depend alone on grace, and live in it 
as in our element, 


Why does your face, ye humble ſouls, | See here an endleſs ocean flows 


Thoſe mournful colours wear ? Of never-failing grace; 
What doubts are theſethat wafte your faith] Behold a dying Saviour's veins 
And nourith your deſpair ? The ſacred flood increaſe: 

What tho' your num'rous ſins exceed It riſes high, and drowns the hills, 
The ſtars that fill the ſkics ; Has neither ſhore nor bound: 
And, aiming at th'eternal throne, Now, it we ſearch to find our ſins, 

Like pointed mountains riſe! Our ſins can ne' er be found. 
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Hawve mercy upon me, O Log, for 1 am veak, Ps AL. vi. 8. And ftrengtben 
me with ſtrength in my ſoul, Ps AL. exx xvili. 3.— Divine anſwer; My 
grace is ſufficient for thee ; for my ſtrength is made perfee in weakneſs, 
2 Cor. Xii. 9. The Lord atlights not in the ffrength of an horſe, he takes 
not pleaſure in the legs of a man. The Lok b taketh pleaſure in them that 
fear him, in thoje that hope in his mercy, Ps Al. Cxlvii. 10, 11. The 
Log p, our Strength, mighty Gop, and EmanueL, quill give ftrength 
unto his people, PSAL. XXIX. 11. 


HEREIN the ſoul ſeems to be weakeſt, and has the greateſt ſtrug- 

ole with nature, ſhe may be ſtrongelt through grace, and come 
off with a moſt glorious crown. Therefore judge, and deſpair not of 
overcoming by the power of God, be there ever ſo ſtrong and obſtinate 
enemies in thee or in others. I am weak indecd, but Cnr15T is trong 
I am poor, he is rich; I ſick, he the phyſician of the ſick; I a ſinner, 
he the Saviour of ſinners ; conſequently he ſuits me, and I ſuit him ex- 
tremely well. 


Let me but hear my Saviour ſay, 
«Strength ſhall be equal to the day” 
Then ] rejoice in deep diſtreſs, 

Leaning vn all- ſufficient grace. 

I glory in infirmity, 

That Chriſt's own pow'r may reſt on me: 


When I am weak, then am I ſtrong, 
Grace is my thield, and Chriſt my ſong. 
can do all things, or can bear 

All ſuff rings, if my Lord be there; 
Sweet pleaſures mingle with the pains, 
While his left hand my head ſuſtains. 
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M bereauitbal ſcall a poung man cleanſe his wvay ? By taking heed thereto ace 
cording to thy word. Open thou mine ezes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law. Remove from me the way of lying, and grant me 
thy law graciouſly. I have choſen the way of truth; thy judgments 
have I laid before me. Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy flatutes, and 

T ſhall keep it unto the end, Ps Al. cxix. 9, 18, 29, JO, 33. 
HE old and the young cannot live irreproachably, without taking 
heed to the word of Gop; if they depart from that, they ſoon 
fall into error and vicious courſes ; but if they make it their rule, then 
they muſt ſtudy it thoroughly, which cannot be done without the illu- 
mination. of the Holy Spirit, for which they mult diligently pray. For 
if David conſidered his eyes as ſhut, how much more ſhogld we conſi- 
der ours ſo, and pray, Open thou mine eyes,” &c. He who doth 
not fervently pray thus, is ſtill blind, and hath not an eye; even 
though he ſhould be deep in theological learning, and efteemed a pro- 
found divine. Lox, grant that we may ſee the wonders of thy Fo 
and thy Goſpel, and turn us out of the wrong way. Let thy judg- 
ments be always before us, as our guides, that we may chooſe the nar- 
row path of truth, and ſtedfaſtly walk in it to the end: for this was 

David's requeſt throughout this long pſalin. | 


How ſhall the young ſecure their hearts, | Thy word the choiceſt rules impa!ts, 
And guard their lives from fin? a To Keep the conſcience clean. 
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Gb me thy way, 0 Losp, and lead me in a olatn path, beeauſe of mine 
enemies, PSAL. xxvii. 11. Teach me thy way, O Lord; I awwill auals 
in thy truth : Unite my heart to fear thy name, PSAL. Ixxxvi. 11.— 
Divine anſwer; Good and upright is the LORD, therefore will he tear: 
inner in the way. What man is he that fears the Lord? Him ſhalt 
he teach in the way that he ſhall chooſe, Ps Al. Xxv. 8, 12. 
Lon d, be pleaſed to fulfil this gracious promiſe in me alſo. Thou 
knoweſt that I have nothing ſo much at heart as to do thy will, 
and yet I am very often loſt in darkneſs. 1 truſt thou wilt do it, Here 
it is written; it is thy own word; I depend upon it. Thou haſt 
many times accompliſhed the ſame already; ; and art willing and able 
to do it evermore, for thy own name's ſake, and for my enemies ſake. 
Thou being the Gop of my covenant, I keep cloſe to thy words, which 
can never paſs away, but are all yea and amen in CHRIST Jesus our 
T.ogp and Saviour. Amen. 


I lift my foul to Goo, The Lond is juſt and kind; 
My trutt is in his name; Ihe meek ſhall learn his ways; 
Let not my foes, that ſeek my blood, | And ev'ry humble finner find 
Still triumph in my ſhame, I he methods of his grace. 
Sin and the pow'rs of hell For his own goodneſs foke 
Perſuade me to deſpair; He ſaves my ſoul from ſhamsy 
Lok o, let me know thy cov'nant well, He pardons (tho' my guilt be great) 
That I may ſcape the ſnare, Through my Redecmer's name. 
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Turn again our captivity, O Lord, Psat.. cxxvi. 4.--Divine anſwes 
The Los D bas anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek, to pro- 
claim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the priſon to them that 
are bound, Ie A. Xi. 1. For thus ſaith the Lok D, Cc. I will give thes 

or a covenant to the prople, Sc. that thou mayeſt ſay to the priſoners, 
Go forth; to them that are in , Shew your /elwves : they hall feed 
in the ways, and their paſtures ſhall be in all high places; they fball not 
hunger nor thirſt, Is A. xlix. 8, 9, 10. Sce alſo Chap. xxxv. 10. 


Loxd, I am hungerivg after the righteouſneſs and freedom, not 
only of faith, but of life and holineſs alſo; not to pleaſe myſelf 
in the latter, but that the evidence of the former may be ſo much 
cleate by it to me, and I may be able to rejoice and take the comfort 
of thy righteouſneſs alone, without deceiving my ſoul. Grant there. 
fore, that I may be truly filled, and may be ſtrong, eaſy, and free, ſo ay 
not to be kept any longer in any of the molt ſubtle bonds, either of the 
law, unbelief, and a bad conſcience, or of a carnal and worldly ming, 
Fury'd in ſhadows of the night He ſets the pris*ners free, and breaks 
We lie, till CAS reſtores the light; | The iron bondage from our necks. 
Wiſdom deſcends to heal the blind, 
And chaſe the darkneſs of the mind. Poor helpleſs worms in thee poſſeſs 
| Grace, wiſdom, pow'r, and righteouſneſs; 
ous beholds where Satan reigns, Thou art our mighty All and we | 
inding his ſlaves in heavy chains Give our whole ſelves, O Lok p, to thee. 
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L long wilt thou hide thy face from me, O Lorp? PsAL. xiii. 2.— 
Divine anſwer ; For a ſmall moment have ] forſaken thee, but with great 
mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath 1 hid my face from thee for 
a moment, but with everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy on thee : for 
this is as the waters of Noah unto me; for as 1 have favorn that the wwa- 
ter 7 Noah ſhould no more go over the earth ; ſo have I ſworn, that J 
would not be wwroth with thee, nor rebuke thee, Is a. liv. 7—9. 


HEN the Loxp is pleaſed to quicken. us in our prayers with a lively im- 
preſſion of one or more promiſes, we are apt to think that the hour of his 
help is come. But afterwards it may be, he not only hides himfelf for a great 
while again, but things take even ſuch a ſtrange and contrary courſe, as it all had 
been nothing, or as if nothing was more uncertain than the word of dp, nay 
even Gov himſelf, They who deny ſuch tempt, uns, are ſtrangers both to them< 
ſelyes and to the devices of Satan. But chriſtians muſt then be prudently upon 
their guard, thinkgng that Gop is going to do ſome glorious things tor them : forif 
they are firſt more convinced of their utter unworthinefs, if they act faith and 
patience, and are more earneſt in prayers, they are fit to receive ſo much more grace 
afterwards. I hough yet, after all, Gon, as a ſovereign, will give ſuch meaſures 
of grace, at ſuch ſeaſons, and to ſuch perſons, as he pleaſes, 


Dear Loxd ! behold our fore diſtreſs ; An advocate ſo near the throne 
Our fins attempt to reign ; Pleads and prevails with Gop, 
Stretch out thine arm of conqu'ring grace | How boundleſs is our Father's grace, 
And let thy foes be ſlain. in height, and depth, and length ! 
If thou deſpiſe a mortal groan, i He made his Son our righteouſneſs, 
Yet hear a Saviour's blood; | His Spirit is our ſtrength, 
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How long wilt thou forget mt, O Lox p? Par. xiii. 1.— Divine anfwer ; 
Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not hade com- 
paſſiom on the Jon of her 2vomb ? Nea, they may forget, yet will I not 
forget thee. Behold, I hade graven thee upon the palms of my hands ; 
thy walls are continually before me, Is A. xlix. 15, 16. 4 will not leave 


you comfortleſs, JohN xiv. 18. 


ERE all our fins and afflictions fo ſoon to be prayed away with 
| a few words, whence thefe ſad and repeated complaints of Da- 
vid? Why ſhould Gop adviſe us to wait for him, and perſevere in 
hope? And how could faith and patience be exerciſed ? In our cloſets 
we may be lifted up with high ſpeculations ; ſeem to be ſtrong, and 
able to leap over all the walls; but in great diſtreſs we ſee how dejected, 
and as it were deſpondent, our hearts are, PsAL. xxx, 8. but the 


Loxp preſerves us. 

Thou ſhalt ſte my glory ſoon, 
When the work of grace is done ; 
Partner of my throne ſhalt be; 
Say, poor ſinner, lov'ſt thou me? 


Can a woman's tender care 
Ceaſe toward the child ſhe bare ? 
Yes, ſhe may forgetful be, 

Yet will I remember thee ! | 


Lo d, it is my chieſ complaint, 
'T lrat my love is weak and laint; 
Yet I love thee, and adore, 

O for grace to love thee more 


Mine is an unchanging love, 
Higher than the heights above ; 
Deeper than the depths beneath ; 
Free and faithful, ſtrong as death, 
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Show me thy aways, O Logp, and teach me thy paths, PSALM xxv. 4. 
Shew me now thy wway that I may know thee, Exob. xxxiii. 13.—Di- 
vine anſwer ; I will iaftrud thee, and teach thee in the way that thou 
ſhalt go + I will guide thee with mine eye, PSALM xxxii. 8. My preſence 
Gall go with thee, and I will give thee reſt, EX0D. xxxiii. 14. 


Lox vp, ſuffer me not to deviate one inch from thy way, much leſs to fall away 

from thee, the true vine and fortreſs of my ſoul, by the plauſible infinuations 
of my own brain and imagination. May I never run, before thou haſt called me, 
to the hurt of my ſoul ; but conſtantly and confidently abide in thee, always draw- 
ing firſt the neceſſary light and ſtrength from thee by never-ceafing ſupplications. 
Grant that my eye being fixed continually upon thee, 1 may be guided into all 
truth, my doings be attended with thy 3 and my whole life be a conſtant 


progreis towards heaven. 
CHRIS T's anſwer; 


I will keep thee as the apple of mine eye, that no evil ſhall come near thee. 
As a careful mother watches over her child, ſo have 1 undertaken to teach thee 
my path, and guide thee with mine own eyes. Whatever faintings and failings 
« may befal thee, yet will J be ever faithful, raiſing thee up again, and puſhing 
e thee on evermore in my ways. Nay, as a good ſhepherd, I will carry thee in 
my own arms, whenever thy increaſing weakneſs ſhall require.“ 


My honour is engag'd to ſave All that my heav'nly Father gave, 
The moaneſt of my ſheep = yur ſc. curely keep. 


By theſe, (books) my ſon, be admoniſhed, Ecci. xii. 12. But, as news 
__ babes, defire the ſincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, 
1 PET. ii. 2. 
EW-BORN babes muſt not ſelf-conceitedly be defirous of high 
things and ſtrong meat. Such have more need experimentally to 
underſtand the firſt oracles of CHx fs, and taſte the milk and ſaving power 
of thegoſpel. This would beſt make them grow in grace, and wean them 
from the world; ſince aſucking child eſteems nothing elſe in compariſon of 
its mother's breaſt ; and thoſe that delight more in lofty vain imagina- 
tions than the Bible, do not follow the right ſpirit, and at laſt muſt 
come to their catechiſm again. For the more a chriſtian is approach- 
ing to his end, and deſires to be duly prepared for heaven, the more 
he walks in deep humility and godly fimplicity, placing himſelf on the 
Joweſt bench of weak and little children. And thus they are the fitteſt 
veſſels of grace; they will certainly be enlightened, and have the myſtery 
of CarisT revealed in their hearts, Marr. xi. 25. 
There was an hour when Chriſt rejoic'd, {| But all this glory lies conceal'd 


And ſpoke his joy in words of praiſe ; From men of prudence and of wit; 
Father, I thank thee, mighty Gop, The prince of darkneſs blinds their eyes 
Loxp of the earth, and heav'n, and ſeas i } And their own pride reſiſts the light. 

I thank thy ſov'reign pow'r and love, Father, tis thvs, becauſe thy will 

That crowns my doqrine with ſucceſs ; | Choſe and ordain'd it ſhould be ſo; 

And makes the babes in knowledge learn ' Tis thy delight t'abaſe the proud, 

The height, the breadth, & length of grace, | And lay the haughty ſcorner low. 
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For this cauſe I bow my knees unto the Father ef our Lord Ixsus CHRIST, 

of <whom the whole Family in heaven and earth is named; that he would 

grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be flrengthened, &C. 
EPH. iii. 14—16. read on to verie 21. | 


HIS is a prayer, and a form fit to beuſed by miniſters for their congregations, 
and by all chriſtians for themſelves: it may be ufed as a daily prayer; we 
ſhould offer it up in faith, without apprehending that the favour we aſk is too great. 
Gop will do exceedingly more for us than we can either aſk or underſtand : What- 
ever we afk, he will grant us ſtill more; for though we are ſinners, yet Is us hath 
received gifts even for ſinners, and to every one of us (ver. 7) is given grace accord. 
ing to the meaſure of the gift of Cyr1sT, that we may enjoy all things richly, Can IST 
being rich towards all them that call upon him. O Gov, thou art our Father, 
reconciled to us in CxrisT; grant us therefore power, great power, according to 
the riches of thy glory, not according to the narrowneſs of our hearts. We ſtand in 
need of great power, for we have great enemies ; ſtrengthen us by thy Spirit in the 
inner man. Lon po J=svs do thou dwell in our hearts, and grant us to be rooted 
in thy love, that we may know it more and more, and that it may be ſhed abroad 
in our hearts, and that we may be filled with all the fulneſs of Gop. 


To thee my Gon, I daily figh, | Far greater things than earth can yield 
But not for golden ſtores My wiſhes wou'd ſecure. 
Nor covet I the brighteſt gems | Thofe bliſsful, thoſe tranſporting ſmiles, 
On the rich eaſtern ſhores. That brighten heav'n above; 
Nor pleaſure's ſoft enticing charms {| The boundleſs riches of thy grace, 
My fond defires allure; | And treaſures of thy love. 
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Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not fin againſt thee, Sta- 
liſh thy word unto thy ſervant, who is devoted to thy fear. Then ſhall I 
not be aſhamed, * { have ręſpect unto all thy commanaments. There- 
fore, remember the word unto thy ſervant, upon which thou haſt cauſed 
me to hope. I will run the way of thy commandments, when thou ſhalt en- 


large my heart, PSALM exix. 11, 38. and ver. 6, 49, 32. 


HUS goſpel-comfort powerfully ſtirreth up to walk according to 

the law;'and' the Jaw urges evermore to lay hold on and make 

a right uſe of the goſpel, ſo as not to abuſe it to ſecurity ; which are 

both very needful. For whoſoever makes void and neglects the law, can- 

not but make a wrong application of the goſpel, and is in danger of 

either being hurled into libertiniſm, following the bent of his own ima- 

gination; or, to his great puniſhment, falls under a heavy yoke of mere 
human inventions. May the Logo lead and keep us in the right Way. 


Laden with guilt, and full of fears, My guide to everlaſting life, 
I fly to thee, my Lozp; Thro' all this gloomy yale. 
And not a glimpſe of hope appears, 


O! may thy counſels, mighty Gopy 


But in thy written word. My roving feet command ; 
This is the judge that ends the ſtrifs, Nor I forſake the happy road 
Where wit and reaſon lail; That leats to thy right hand. 
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Through the law I am dead to the law, that I might live unto Gob. 7 

an cruciſied with Chalsr, neverthele/; I live; yet not 1, but CuRIST 
liveth in me : and the life which I now live in the fleſp, I live by the faith 
of the Son of GoD, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me, GAL. it. 19. 


HRIST being our head, in whom all fulneſs dwells, he will cer- 
tainly fill all his members with life and ftrength, according to his 
promiſe, 5 xiv. 19. „ live, and ye ſhall hve alſo;“ and chap. 
xvii. 3. This is eternal life, &c.“ To know CarisT, and God in 
Cur1sT, as love, is true light and life ; he that has this, has enough. 
O the excellency of the knowledge of Cupier! O Lokd, teach me to 
know thee as the Bridegroom of my ſoul, that the law may not ruſh 
into my conſcience, now thy bride-chamber, and condemn me any more. 
I am devoted to none but thee, Rom. vii. 4. Grant, therefore, that my 
whole heart and life, all my words and actions, may be governed only 
by a liviog faith on thee, that halt loyed and given thyſelf for me. 


Come, deareſt Lox d, defcend and dwell | And learn the height, & breadth „& length 


By faith and love in ev'ry breaſt Of thine unmeaſurable grace, 
Then ſhall we know, and taſte, and feel 
The joys that cannot be expreſi. Now to the Gob whoſe pow'r can do 


Come fill our hearts with inward ſtrength, | Be everlaſting honours done 


Make our enlarged fouls poſſeſs, | By all the church, thro' Caz1sT his Son. 


More than our thoughts or wiſhes know, 


| 
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Jam poor and needy, and my heart is wounded within me, PSAL. CIX. 22. 
Divive anſwer ; I Anda thy poverty, but thou art rich, RRv. ii. 9. For, 
Bleed are the poor in ſpirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, Marr. 
v. 3. The meek ſhall eat and be ſatisfied © they ſhall praiſe the Lox p that 
feek him e your heart ſhall live for ever, PSAL. xxii. 27. The Loko 
healeth the broken in heart, the Lok b lifts up the meek, Ps AL. exlvii. 3 
6. A bruiſed reed ſhall he not break, and ſmoaking flax ſhall he not gaench, 
till he ſend forth judgment unto victory, MATT. xii. 20. 


'C UCH are the tender mercies of CarisT towards the weakeſt of his 
people, that he ſupplies them from time to time with all propor- 

. tzonable ſtrength, till at laſt they are able to gain a complete victory. 
As ſoon therefore as we are ſenſible of our poverty, or miſerable condi- 
tidn, and are truly deſirous of grace and ſtrength to overcome fin, we 
have actually ſome grace and ſpiritual life, and are delivered already 
from the jaws of hell: for there is no ſuch feeling in dead ſouls ; and | 
in hell there is only a deſire to be delivered from the puniſhment, but | 
not from fin itſelf. 


Bleſs'd are the humble ſouls, that ſee Bleſs'd are the men of broken heart, 
Their emptineſs and poverty; Who mourn for ſin with inward ſmart 
Treaſures of grace to them are giv'n, The blood of Cxz1sT divinely flows, 


And crowns of joy laid up in heav'in. | A healing balm for all their woes. 
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f am the light of the world, he that followeth me ſhall not avalk in dartueſi, 
but ſhall have the light of life, Jonx vin. 12. Therefore, val while 
ye have the light, left darkneſs come upon yon; for be that walks in dark- 
neſs knows not whither he goes, Chap. xii. 35. 


E that is faithful, keeping ever cloſe to CRRIsT and his light, 

ſtrictly watching and obeying the motions of his Spirit, will be 
evermore tender in conſcience, 26 receive ſo much more light: con- 
ſequently he will be from time to time more deeply rooted in repent- 
ance, faith, and aſſurance, ſo as either to be preſerved from many com- 
bats and diſorders, or at leaſt be carried ſooner through the ſame. 
He may meet with dark valleys, (nature being, as it were, a great 
dark abyſs, and grace ſometimes as a ſmall ſpark) yet by degrees it will 
blaze, and at laſt break through and enlighten all our darkneſs. 


Is he a ſtar ? he breaks the night, | Nor earth nor ſeas, nor ſun nor ſtars, 
Piercing the ſhades with dawning light: | Nor heav'n his full reſemblance bears; 
I know his glories from afar. His beautics we can never trace, 

I know the bright, the morning ſtar. |] Till we behold him face to face. 

Is he a ſun ? his beams are grace ; O let me climb thoſe higher ſkies, 

His courſe is joy and righteouſneſs ; Where ſtorms and darkneſs never rife ! 
Nations rejoice when he appears There he diſplays his pow'rs abroad, 


To chaſe their clouds, and dry their tears | And ſhines and reigns th incarnate Gos. 
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J am the LoxpD thy Gor which teaches thee to profit, which leadeth thee by 
the way which thou ſhould:/t go. O that thou hadſt hearkened to my com- 
mandments then had thy peace heen as a river, and thy righteouſneſs as 
the wares of the ſca, ISA. xlviii. 17, 18. Behold I tand at the door 
and knock i any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come 
in to him, and wiil ſup with him, and he with me, REv. iii. 20. 


T TOW often, and how variouſly does the Loxp knock at the door of 
our hearts? How clearly are his commandments held forth to us ? 
But how ſeldom are we inclined to give him the hearing? Verily often 
we are ſo diſtracted, that we can hardly obſerve his voice from the 
noiſe of worldly things in our ſenſes, and are not at home, when he is 
leaſed to take up his abode with us. Well, even now he is knock- 
ing by this. O let us open the door for him directly, ſince he defires 
nothing from us that might be grievous ; but intends to make our heart 
a glorious reſidence and banqueting-room of love, to fill it with hea- 
venly goods, and to prepare and give us every thing with himſelf. 


J'lt bring him to my mother's home; I give my ſoul to him, and there 

Nor docs my Loxp refuſe to come Our loves their mutual tokens ſhare, 

To Zion's ſacred chambers, where 

My foul firſt drew the vital air, I charge you all, ye earthly toys, 
Approach not to diſturb my joys 3 

He gives me there his bleeding heart, Nor fin, nor hell, come near my heart, 

Pierc'd for my ſake with deadly ſmart; | Nor cauſe my Saviour to depart, 


M FT 26 141 


ain the true vine, and my Father is the huſbandman; every branch in me 
that beareth not fruit, he takes away ; and every branch that beareth fruit, 
he purges it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Aviae in me and I in you : 
he that abides in me, and J in him, the ſame brings forth much fruit, 
Joan xv. 1-5. 


| Lor », I truſt that this word will have its accompliſhment in me alſo; though 

| as yet I have great Reaſon to be humbled on account of my barrenng is. Grant 
therefore that I may always abide in thee faithfully and quietly ; fince there is everv 
thing in {hy power, and nothing can be got and done by our own ſtrength ; but as 
it is thy will, and it tends both to the glory of thy father, and thine own, I depend 
upon being repleniſhed in due ſeaſon with fruits of righteouſneſs. O ſuffer nothing 
in me which is to the diſhonout of thy name, and which may be cfenſive ro mc; 
and to others. But whatever thou thinkeſt as yet fit for me to luffer, let it wot ts 
for my real good. 


How can I ſufficiently adore the patience of the Ion y, my gracious huſdand man, 
who ſtill bears with me, the weakeſt of all his branches, He has not cut me off yer, 
but ſtill dreffes me to bring forth more fruit, though as yet I hardly yield him ou 
gobd, but a multitude of wild grapes. Why then ſhouldeſt thou grumble, © my 
heart, at the application of his pruning knife? It is really for thy good. He js an- 
gry only with the degenerate unffuitful branches. Ihe more theſe are purged, tie 
more fruit thou ſhalt bring forth. : 


Is Cnn13T a vine? his heav'nly root O let a lating union join 
Supplies the bougha with Ute and tru:t, My ſoul to him the living eine 
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J am gloriſſed in them, I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare 
it, that the love wherewith thou haſt lowed me may be in them, and I in 
them : I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, 
Joan xvii. 10, 26, 23. | | 
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GLortovs promiſe! how could he love us more? What bleſſed 
O and intimate union is this? O for ſuch a faith that could always 
truly believe it! CarisT is the vine, believers are the branches; he the 
bridegroom, we the bride ; he the head, we the members of his body, 
of his very fleſh and very bones, and conſequently one body with him, 
And whoever hated his own fleſh ? ſo in loving and cheriſhing us, he 
loves himſelf, Erk. v. 28, 29. Whenever he ſhall ceaſe to love himſelf, 
then, and no ſooner, ſhall he ceaſe to love and cheriſh us alſo. It is 
his own delight to do us good, more than the mother that ſuckles hex 


child. 


Los p, what a heav'n of ſaving grace 
Shines thro' the beauties of thy face, 
And lights our paſſions to a flame! 
Lox v, how we love thy charming name! 


When I can ſay, my Gop is mine, 
When can feel thy glories ſhine, 


I tread the world beneath my ſeet, 
And all that earth calls good and great. 


Send comforts down from thy right hand, 
While we paſs thro” this barren land; 
And in thy temple let us ſee 

A glimpſe of love, a glimpſe of thee, 
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Jam cveary with groaning, PSALM vi. 6.— Divine anſwer ; He gives 
powver to the faint, and to them that hade no might he increaſes ſtrength, 
Is at. xl. 29. 1 hawe ſatiated the weary ſoul, and ! have repleniſhed every 
forrowful ſoul, IER. xxxi. 25. Therefore, Come unto me, all ye that la- 
Sour and are heavy laden, aud I will give you reſt. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall 
"find reſt to your ſoul; ; for my yoke is eaſy, and my burden is tight, 
Marr. xi. 28, zo. ; 

ERE Cusxtsr is commending his meekneſs, not ſo much as a pat- 

tern to be imitated, and does not properly promiſe his reſt and 
comforts for our labour and humility, but ro the coming and believin 

in him; to encourage the heavy-laden ſouls not to be frightened, bat 

draw near to him with confidence and boldneſs : he ſays, I am not ſo 

* rough and proud as Phariſees and other men generally are towards 

* offenders; but meek, lowly in heart, full of compaſſion, and willing 


«* to receive, to forgive and comfort them.“ Come therefore to him, 0 


ſinner, with all thy loads of ſin and miſery, he will in no wiſe caſt thee 
out, but receive thee gladly. | | 

Come hither, all ye weary ſouls, | My yoke is eaſy to his neck, 

Ye heavy-laden finners, come, My grace ſhall make the burden light. 
I'll give you reſt from all your toils, Jxsus, we come at thy command, 


Bleſs d is the man whoſe ſhoulders take 


Refign our ſpirits to thy hand, 
My yoke, and bear it with delight; 


To mould and guide us at thy will 


And raiſe you to my heav'nly home. | With faith and hope and kumble zcaly | 


| 

| 
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I have gone aftray lite a loft ſheep, ſeek thy ſervant, PSALM exix. 196, 
Gop's anſwer; Behold J, even I, will beth ſearch my ſheep and ſeek them 
cut; I will feek tba, which was left, and bring again that which waz 
&riven away : and will bind up that which was broken, and will trengthen 
that which wvas fick, E.2ER. xxxiv. 11, 16. He ſhall! feed his flock like a 
ſhepherd : he ſhall gather the lambs with his arms, and carry them in his 
boſom, &c. Is Al. xl. 11. 


TE that is wiſe in his own conceit,' as many of our philoſophers, 

does not pray like David in this place, therefore he continues, with 
all his proud wiſdom, in his natural errors and fooliſhneſs, But as thou 
haſt given me, O thou good Shepherd, to know and underſtand my loſt 
and helpleſs condition; and I cannot find or adviſe myſelf in any thing, 
like a ſheep which is gone aſtray ; I beſeech thee to ſeek, heal, lead, teed, 
carry and ſtrengthen me alſo, as I ſtand in need of, and ſeems gocd to 


thee ; that I may be able to ſay with David, © The Lokp is my ſhep- 
Lerd, I ſhall not want.“ 


My ſhepherd will ſupply my need, | And leads me for his mercies ſake, 
Ir RO vA is his name; ; In paths of truth and grace, 

In paſtures freſh he makes me feed, The ſure proviſions of my God, 
Beſide the living ſtream. Attend me all my days; 

He brings my wand'rirg ſpirit back, O may thy heuſe be mine abode, 

When 1 forſaks his Ways; And all my work be praiſe. 
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am not worthy of the leaſt of all thy mercies, and of all the truth wobich 
thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſervant, Gen. xxX1.10. Vb am I. O 


Lord Gobp ? and what is my houſe, that thou haſl brought me hitherto 7 
2 SAM. vii. 18. 


Soul truly humbled through afflictions highly eſteems che leaſt fa- 
| vour, aud judges itſelf utterly unworthy of it, looking upon every 
thing as a free gift only for Jesvs CAHRIST's fake. Now, O my dear 
Father! it is true, in myſelf I deferve none, no, not the leaſt of thy 
mercies ; but as thou haſt thought me more worthy, and given me 
thine own Son, Who hath purchaſed all again, and paid a great price 
for them; yet I firmly believe, that goodneſs and mercy will follow 
me all the days of my life. 


Now to the pow't of Gov fupreme 'Twas his own purpoſe that begun F 
' Be evertaſting honours giv'n; To reſcue rebels doom'd to die: 
He ſaves from hell, (we bleſs his name) | He gave us grace in Cus1sT his Soda, 


He calls our wand'ring feet to heav'n. | Betore he ipread the ſtarry ſky. 

Not for our duties or deſerts, Irsus the Loxd appears at laſt, | 

But of his own abounding grace, | And makes his Father's counſels known: 
He works ſalvation in our hearts, Declares the great tranſactions paſt z 
And forms a peopie for his praie, Aud brings immortal bicitngs downs 
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T beſeech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of Gor, that ye preſent 
your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto GoD, which is your 
reaſonable ſervice. And be not conformed ta this world ; ut (+ ye tranſ= 
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may promt nwhat is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect will of GOD, Rom. xii. 2. 


HIS, in conjunction with the word of Gop and ſerious prayer, is the beſt 

means to know the will of Gop. The neglecting of ir and uting other means, 

is tempting Gop, and expoſing ourſelves to the temp: ations and fiftings of the 
wicked one. We may think ourſelves to be divinely convinced by faith of the will 

of Gop, though we follow our vwn imaginations, and ſpoiſ the beſt of Hur actions. 


Self-will generally takes quick reſolutions, and has a great deal «©: aſſurance : 
whereas Gop very often leads his people blindly, and takes methods que different 
from ours. Who therefore believes ſhall not make haſte, ISA. xxv::'. :6, But 


be very careful that he does not miſtake ſelf-will and plauſible repreſent-: ons for 
divine convictions and aſſurances of faith; always ſtrictly examining him lt firſt, 
whether his body, ſoul, will, and aft-Ctions, are entirely oftered up to the good- 
will and pleaſure of Gop ; for the only true ſervice which Gop delights in, is the 
ſacrificing our whole ſelves to him at all times, and not only at church, but in all 
other places; that we, do not conform to the world, but be daily transformed by 
the renewing of our minds. 


Tho” lifted eyes ſalute the ſkies, Lon p, ſearch my thoughts & try my ways, 
And bended knees the ground, And make my ſou] fincere : 
Yet Gop abbors the ſacrifice, Then ſhall I ſtand before thy face, 


Where the truth is not found. And find acceptance there. 


* 


F avill greatly rejoice in the Lok p, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my Gop; for 


he has clothed me in the garments of ſalvation, he has covered me with 
the robe of righteouſneſs ; as a bridegroom decketh himſelf with ornaments, 
and as a bride adorns herſelf with her jewels, Is A. Ixi. 10. 


N vain doſt thou dreſs up and adorn thyſelf, O my foul, before thou 
approacheſt CyrisT. To him thou muſt come, filthy, naked, and 
miſerable as thou art; he will clothe and adorn thee himſelf ; and in 
this ornament alone thou ſhalt rejoĩce. For the very beſt of our robes 
and performances are not without ſpots, but ſtill want to be waſhed in 
the blood of CHRIST, and covered with this ornament, Rev. vii. 14. 
This and this alone is the way to enjoy and maintain true peace. This 
will enable us to rejoice that our names are written in heaven. 


Awake my heart, ariſe my tongue, The Spirit wrought my faith and love, 
Prepare a tuneſul voice; And hope, ar.d ev'ry grace ; 
In Gov, the life of all my joys, But Jesvs ſpent his life to work 


Aloud will I rcjoice, The robe of righteouſneſs. 


"Tis he adorn'd my naked ſoul, Strangely, my ſoul, art thou array'd 
And made ſalvation mine; By the great ſacred Three ! 
Upon a poor polluted worm In ſweeteſt harmony of praife, 


He makes his graces ſhine, { Let all thy pow'rs agree. 
L 2 
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I have fined ag aint the Lonxp.— Divine anſwer; The Lon d 40% bath 


put away thy fin ; theu Halt not die, 2 Sau. xii. 13. For if we wwoulZ 
guage ourſelves, wwe ſaould not be juaged, i COR. xi. 31. 


E that with unfeigned repentance accuſes and judges himſelf, ac- 

H counting his own righteouſneſs and beſt doings as filthy rags, will 
ſoon receive grace, pardon, and remiſſion of all his fins at once, though 
chaſtiſement may follow); for grace is not divided as gifts are, Gon, 
through CHRIST, receives the whole perſon of a penitent finner into 
his favour, forgiving both original and actual fins in one inſtant ; ſo 
that either none or all are forgiven : not one, even the leaſt, is for- 
wen only on account of our repentance (as ſome vainly im: gine) 
without the blood of CaurisT ; but by this, ail, even the moſt heinous, 
are taken away; for the blood of Curisr cleanſes us from all ſins, 


1 Joan i. 7. 
Shew pity, LoD, O Lon p forgive, Should ſudden vengeance ſeize my breath, 
Let a repenting rebel live: I muſt pronounce thee juſt in death; 
Are not thy mercies large and free? And it my ſoul was {ent to hell, 
| May not a inner truſt in thee ? | i hy righteous law approves it well. 
3 My lips with ſhame my ſins confeſs, My crimes are great, but don't ſurpaſs 
Againſt thy law, againſt thy grace: The power and glory of thy grace; 


LoxD, ſhould thy judgment grow ſever®, | Great Cop, thy nature has no bound, 
I am condemn'd, but thou art clear. So let thy pard'ning love be found 
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Having the underſtanding darkened, being alienated from the lift of Gov, 
through the ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their 
heart ; who being paſ? feeling, have given themſelves over unto laſeivi- 
ouſneſs, to worn all uncleanneſs with greedine/s, ERH. iv. 18, 19. 


F a man be naturally dead, bring a candle into the room, ke ſees it not; let the ſun 
ſhine in his face, he perceives not the beauty, nor feels the warmth thereof; 
offer. him rich preſents, he receives them not ; he hath no eye to ſee them, no 
heart to deſire them, no hand to reach out unto them. Thus it is with one that is 
ſpiritually dead; let the ſunſhine of the goſpel blaze out never ſo clear, he ſees it 
not, becauſe he is in darkneſs; though he live under plentiful means, and rich dit- 
penſations, yet he is blind and ſottifh ; offer unto him the rich pear!s of the goſpel, 
thoſe rich treaſures of grace in Curtis Ess, yet he hath no heart to them, no hand 
of faith to lay hold upon them; ſo blind, ſo ſottiſh, ſo ſtupid and ſenſeleſs is he, that 
though theſe rich treaſures, theſe graces, theſe pearls of the goſpel, be conveyed un · 
to him in earthen veſſels, in a plain and familiar mannes, yet he doth not, he can- 
not apprehend them; judgments do not affright him, and mercies cannot allure or 
perſuade him; yet this creature is alllife in the clement of fin, he loves it, he pleads 
ſor it, he commits it with greedineſs, This ts St. Paul's account of the unconvert - 
ed Gentiles; and how many ſuch have we under a Chriſtian name? O Lon d, exert 
thy great power, quicken all that are thus dead in treſpaſſes and fins; “turn them 
„from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan to thing own ſelf.“ Amen, 
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{ wait fur the Lord, my ſoul doth wait, Ps ALM cxxx.5.—Gop's anſwers 
They that wait upon the Lox D ſhall renew their ſtrength, they ſhall mount 
up with wings as eagles, they ſhall run and not be weary, and they ſhall 
aball and not faint, Is A Xiv. 31. For the Lox D 7s good unto them that 
ewait for him, to the ſoul that ſeeks him, Lam. iii. 25. | 


HEN we have prayed, we muſt remember to wait alſo ; for it 1s 

not only an expreſs command, but very acceptable to the Logo, 

The more we wait and are inſtant in prayer, ſo much more will he give: 

- Nay, he always hears and grants our petitions directly, and lays them 

up for his children ; but that we may not abuſe them, he gives the en- 

joyment only when it is moſt needful. Therefore we may confidently ſay, 

ſuch and ſuch gifts I have, fince I have prayed for them: They are ac- 

tually laid up for me, and the uſe and benefit thereof I ſhall reap in due 
ſeaſon, eſpecially in death and in eternity. 


My ſpirit looks to God alone, | When helpers fail and foes invade, 

My rock and refuge is his throne; Gov is our all-fufficient aid. 

In all my fears, in all my ftraits, | For ſov'reign pow'r reigns not alone, 
My ſoul on his ſalvation waits. Grace is a partner of his throne : 

Truſt him, ye ſaints, in all your ways, | Thy grace and juſtice, mighty Lon p, 

Pour out your hearts before his face; Shall well divide our laſt reward. 
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Ta the multitude of my thoughts within me, thy comforts delight my ſoul, 
PSALM xciv. 19. See alſo 2 Cor. i. 3—5. 


Man without afflictions places his truſt and ſeeks his comforts chief- 
ly in temporal things; he is full of earthly defires, and is the true 
image of vanity ; whereas we can never taſte the ſweet comforts of the 
word of Gop ſo well as under the burden of the croſs. There our ſpirits 
ſometimes enjoy more reſt and joy than if we were without it, for then 
that word is fulfilled which CagisT ſays, MATT. xi. 30. My yoke is 
* eaſy, and my burden is light.” Thus our hearts are ſet againſt the 
world, reconciled to heavenly things, and eafily diſunited from man 
idols, which were impoſſible to deny and forſake before. Well then may 
we bear this ſalutary burden, which will certainly end, and who knows 
how ſoon, in eternal glory and reſt. And as the Lord will alſo give pa- 
tience and ſtrength ſufficient for the day, ſo as to be never tempted above 


meaſure, there is abundant reaſon again to ſay, that his burden is light 
indeed. 


*Tis good for me to wear the yoke, Father, I bleſs thy gentle hand; 

For pride is apt to riſe and ſwell ; How kind is thy chaſtiſing rod, 

*Tis good to bear my Father's ſtroke, That forc*d my conſcience to a ſtand, 
That I might learn his ſtatutes well. And brought my wand' ring ſoul to God? 
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I determined not to know any thing among you, ſave Jesus CHRIST, and bim 
cruciſied, 1 COR. ii. 2. The fear of the Loꝶ b 75 the beginning of wiſdom, 
&c. PSALM Cxl. 10. The <wi/aom that is from above is firſt pure, then 
peaceable, prutle, and eaſy to be intreated ; full of "mercy and good fruit. 
without partiality and without hypocriſy, ]amMss iii. 17. Knowledge 
pufjeth up, but charity edifiesr, 1 COR, viii. 1. i 

HRIST crucified, and he alone, is the power and wiſdom of Gop; 
| him all chriſtians, and eſpecially divines, ſhould make their parti- 
cular practice to ſtudy well. Were our faith built on human wiſdom, then 
ſurely carnal philoſophers would be the greateſt believers ; whereas the 
are ſometimes the worſt infdels, or at beft the «moſt filly and faithleſs 
people in times of diſtreſs. Aud beſides, their being puffed up, is ano- 
ther evidence that they have not the true wiſdom ; for the wiſdom from 
above is only with the lowly and babes, who pray for it earneſtly, 

Prov. xi. 2. Marr. xi. 25. What would all knowledge avail us then, 

without the knowledge of CHRIST? One ſpark of pure 5 yields more 

ower than all the ſtores of empty human learning. May the Loxp Je- 
sus ſhed his love abroad in my heart; him have I determined only to 
know; his love at the croſs I account for my greateſt wiſdom and glory. 


They that would grow divinely wiſe, Our faireſt proof of knowledge lics 
Myſt with his love begin. In hating ev'ry fin, 
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1 will not let thee go except thou bleſs me, GEN. xxxii. 12. Porſake wt 
net, O Lord, O my Gop, PsAL. xxxvili. 22.—Divine anſwer ; Be- 
hold I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou got; 
for I will not leave thee, wntil I Law done that woich I have ſpoken te 
thee of, GEN. xxviii. 15. J knew thee by name, and thou haſt alis 
Found grace in my ſight, EX0D. xxxiii. 12. 4{ abi never leave thee nor 


forſake thee, HE. xiii. 5. 


OD will have me to be faithful, and ſhould not he be ſo himſelf? 

Am I to truſt in his word, then furcly he will not forſake me, but 

be as good as his word. Heaven and earth muſt paſs away, but bis 

word will not: He is ever faithtul. If I do not believe this, I believe 

no Gop at all; but if I truly believe him to be faithful, I believe 

enough. This is what he only defires; and if I really do, my faith 

will not be moved even in the hotteſt trials; the Word will hold me np, 
though I receive it even in weakneſs. 


Begin, | my tongue, ſome heav'nly theme, | Proclaim ſalvation from the Lo2d 
And fpeak ſome boundleſs thing; For wretched dying men; 

The mighty works or mightier name His hand has writ the ſacred word 
Of our eternal King, With an immoctal pen. 

Tell of his wond'rous faithfulneſs, Engrav'd as in eternal braſs 
And ſound his pow'r abroad; The mighty promiſe ſhines; 

bing the ſweet promiſe of his grace, Nor can the pow'is of darknef; raſe 
And the performing Cos. | Thaſe everlatting lines. 
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Z ſay unto you, that every idle word that men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give 
account thereof in the day of judgment, Marr. X11. 36. See alto 
EeH. iv. 29. Chap. v. 4. 


ERE all corrupt communication, jeſting, fooliſh talking, or 
whatever is not convenient and good to the uſe of edifying, is 
plainly forbidden. But who truly believes the report and the truth of 
theſe awful words? Surely the world does not believe them at all: this 
is quite plain, from that very common and ſhocking practice and cuſtom 
of judging, lying, ſwearing, jeſting, and talking all manner of filthi- 
neſs ; yea, even religious people very often do not believe and conſider 
them enough. How many heedleſs, ſlanderous, idle, and unprofitable 
words, are ſometimes ſpoken by theſe ? Be therefore careful, O my 
reader, to weigh every word, and to make light of none, for each will 
increaſe thine account. Whenever ye are going to ſpeak, let the queſ- 
tion be firſt, Is it needful to ſpeak ? does it tend to the glory of Gop ? 
will it profit me, or others? O Lox, grant that never an idle word 
may drop from my lips. Whenever I am to converſe with others, give 
me grace firſt to converſe with thee by ſecret prayer. In all companies 
let thy preſence be before mine eyes, always looking upon thee as the 
chief perſon in the place, and receiving direction when and what I am 
to ſpeak. May thy good Spirit always teach me, and ſanctify all my 
thoughts and words. 
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Let every man abide in the ſame calling wherein he was called, 1 Cok. vii. 20. 


OST of the employments of life are, in their own nature, lawful ; 
and all thoſe that are ſo, may be made a ſubſtantial part of our 
duty to Gov, if we engage in them only fo far, and for ſuch ends as are 
ſuitable to beings that are to live above the world. This is the only 
meaſure of our application to apy worldly buſineſs; it muſt have no 
more of our hands, our hearts, or our time, than is conſiſtent with an 
hearty, daily, careful preparation of ourſelves for another life. For 
as all chriſtians, as ſuch, have renounced this world, to prepare them- 
ſelves, by daily devotion and univerſal holineſs, for an eternal ſtate 
of quite another nature, they muſt look upon worldly employments as 
upon worldly wants and bodily infirmities; things not to be deſired, 
only to be endured and ſuffered, till death and the reſurrection has 
carried us to an eternal ſtate of real happineſs. A perſon's being called 
into the kingdom of grace, is not deſigned to make void the duties 
that reſult from the ſeveral fituations of ſecular life, but to enforce the 
practice of them in ſuch a way as may be moſt to the glory of Gop. 
He, therefore, that does not conſider the things of this life in this point 
of view, as little or nothing in compariſon ot the things that are eter- 
nal, cannot be ſaid either to feel or believe the greateſt truths of 
chriſtianity, 
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And the Ioftineſs of man ſhall be bowed down, and the haughtine/s of men 
ſhall be made low ; and the LorD alone ſhall be exalted in that day, 

ISA. ii. 17. . 

* TYRIDE was not made for man,“ ſays the ſon of Sirach; and, 

the proud in heart are an abomination to the LORD;“ and yet 
what more common than pride and ſelt-righteouſneſs among the tallen 
children of Adam? So deeply are they engrafted in our corrupt na- 
tures, that nothing ſhort of almighty grace can root them up. 

It is the great deſign and effect of the bleſſed goſpel, wherever it is 
applied to the heart by the Spirit of Gov, to mortify this curſed tem- 
per. In that day the haughtineſs of man, his ſelf-will, which he ſet 
up in oppoſition to the will of Gop, ſhall be brought down; and his 
feli-righteouſneſs, by which he thought to recommend himſelf to the 
favour of Gon, ſhall be made low; and Cnrtsr, and his righteouſnets 
alone, ſhall be exalied. 

Hath this precious promiſe ever been fulfilled in thy experience, O 
my ſou! ? Is the will of God thy rule? Is the righteouſneſs of Cartsr 
thy hope? And is the language of thy heart and life, Let Gop in all 
things be exalted in me, and by me, through Chaser Jesvs ? Without 
this, O my foul, thy profeſſion is vain, thy faith is alſo vain, and thou 
art yet in thy fins, 
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I know alſo, my God, that thou trieſt the heart, and Int pleaſure in 1. 
rightneſt, i CHRON. XXIX. 17. He i a Cuckler ie them that walk uf 
rigbily, PROV. xi. 8. The LorD looks on the beart, 1 SAM. xvi. 7. 


INCE Gop cannot be deceived with a mere outward form, though 
8 ever fo tine, it is not an infallible proof of a ſincere, real conver- 
ſion, if a man has reformed only the groſſer ſins of his former life, much 
leis if he only abitains from ſuch things which by nature he is not ſo 
much wmelived to: but if our hearts are changed, and efpecially in thoſe 
things we have the ſtrongeſt propenſity to, this is an infailible evidence 
of a true convertion. For theſe inward capital enemies, the Loxp and 
all bis upright followers attack moiſt, before all the reit. But if thou 
wouldeſt give over that which is deareit to thee, thou muſt know and 
believe firſt, that CHRIS loves thee.” Thete thoughts we mult pro- 
fecute, though all other things ſhould be forgotten. 


- Miſtaken ſouls ! that dream of heay'n, *Tis faith that changes all the hears ; 
And make their empty boaſt is faith that works by love; 

Of inward joys and tins ſorgiv'n, That bids all finful joys depait, 
While they are flaves to luſt. And hiis the thovghts above. 
Vain are our tanci?es, airy fligats, Faith muſt obey her Father's ii, 
it faith be cold and dead ; AS weil as truſt his grace; 
None but a living pow'r unites A pard ning Gov is jealous i 


To Cn; the living head. Ter his own holinets. 


158 „ kk * 


T will hedge up thy way with thorns, and make a wall that ſhe ſhall not 
find her paths; and ſhe Shall follow after her lovers, but ſhe ſhall not 
overtake them ; and ſbe ſhall jeek them and not find them; then ſhall ſhe 


ſay, 1 will go and return unto my firſt huſband, for then was it better 
evith me than now, Hosea 1 ii. 6, 7. 7 


S if is only with thee, O my dear Saviour, that I can be happy, I glad ne- 
ver leave thee any more: and that I may not give thee the flip unawares, even 
under good pretences, I defire to have my way well hedged up, and be encompaſſed 
every where with thorns, Let me quickly diſcover, and crucity every thgng which 
can in the leaſt diſturb me in the enjoyment of thy love, that I may always cloſely 
walk with thee alone; and never ſtep one inch out of thy way, for fear of running 
myſelfinto the thorns, and bringing unneceſſary ſufferings upon me; though I do 
mot mean to avoid the croſs of CHR Is in other reſpects, but would willingly ſub- 
mit to any ſufferings, which are never without good fruit. 

Glory be to thee, O my bleſſed Saviour, that thou haſt not given me up yet, and 
fuffered me to run into deſtruction in my own ways. O be pleaſed to reſtrain me 
evermore ; and whenever I am in danger to ſlide out into the broad way, grant 
that I may not find any reſt till I am brought back again, ſhould it even be by 


means of the pricking thorns of afflictions. 


I know thy judgments, Lox v, are right, | Before I knew thy chaſt'ning rod, 
Tho” they may ſeem ſevere; My feet were apt to ſtray, 
The ſharpeſt ſufferings 1 endure + But now I learn to keep thy word, 


Flow from thy faithful care. Nor wander from the way. 
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And he ſaid, Art thou my very Jon Eſau? And he ſaid, J am, Ges. 


xxvii. 24. 


HERE are certainly ſome palliating circumſtances in this affair, 
yet they are far from being ſufficient to exculpate either Jacob 
or his mother. The caſe may be thus ſtated: It cannot be denied on 
the one hand, but that both Jacob and his mother were juftly to be 
praiſed for having a due eſteem of the paternal benediction, and for 
their endeavouring to attain it; ſince this could proceed from no other 
motive, but a full perſuaſion of the*truth of Gop's promiſes and cove- 
nant with Abraham. And thus, from the conſideration of the good- 
neſs of the end, and of Jacob's title to the bleſſing, as an appendage to 
the birth-right, the pre-ordination of Gop, and Iſaac's approtation of 
the thing, when done, may be drawn ſome arguments to alleviate their 
crime, But on the other hand, it muſt be confeſſed, that the means 
uſed to attain their ends were highly criminal. Rebecca was wrong in 
her advice to her ſon, and he was wrong in following it; for though 
Gop, before he was born, deſigned him to inherit the bieſing, yer ne 
ougSht.to have waited until the divine wiſdom opened the way, and not 
have anticipated Gop, and procured the bleſſing by an irregular act of 
his own. Beſides, both of them, by this act, preſumed to limit the 
power of God, by thinking that a complication of trauds was neceſſary 
for the accompliſhment of the divine predictions, 
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Left any of you oe hardened through the deceitfulneſe of fin, Hts. iii. 1. 


OTH ſin preſent itſelf, look upon it, as it muſt be, with tears, 

or {hall be in torments; if thou committesſt fin, and dieſt im- 
penitent, thy ſoul is loſt, and thy redemption ceaſeth for ever; or if 
thou committeſt fin, and doſt repent, yet what clondings of the face of 
Gop! what breaking of the bones, with David! what bitter pangs ! 
what painful throes! what ſhadows of death! what terrors of hell may 
ſeize vpon thee, before thou canſt make thy peace, or ſettle thine aſſu- 
rance! Wilt thou give way to ſin, becauſe it is delectable, or becauſe 
it is pardonable ? Who loves poiſon becauſe it is ſweet? or who drinks 
poiſon becauſe he may have an antidote ? ſeeing it will work to his 
trouble, if it work not out his life! I have a precious ſoul, ſhall I loſe 
it for a luſt? I have a gracious Gop, ſhall I venture him for a ſin? 
No, Lox», give me grace to reſiſt ſin, give me victory over it; let 
me always rejeR that, for the indulgence of which I am ſure to Joſe my 
peace, and endanger the Joſs of my immortal ſoul. 
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This is he that came by water and blood, even IE SuS CHRIST ; not by wa- 
ter only, but by water and blood; and it is the Spirit that beareth wit 
neſs, becauſe the Spirit is truth. He that believeth on the Son of Gon, hath 
the witneſs in himſelf. Aud this is the record, that GOD hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son, hath life, 

1 JonR v. 6, 10=12. 


ESUS came with water and blood, not with water alone, with his holy Spirit, 

to ſanctify us; but alſo with his blood, that he might Hrſt expiate our fins | 
We ſhould therefore, firſt of all, penitently ſeek and obtain remiffion of ns in N | 
blood; then may we hope to obtain the water of life, the Holy G hoſt, tor our in- 
ward purification and fanctifleation. Ang his holy Spirit will bear witnefs with 
us, thatthe-Spirit, or the law of the Spirit, the Gofpel, is truth; that Gop will” | 
fulfil his word; and, as he hath promiſed us, will give us everlaſting life. We have 
three witneftes of it in heaven, and three on earth. And if we believe in Cyg19T, : 
we have this true teſtimony in ourſelves ;, and may therefore aſſurcdly know, thats | 
* having the Son of Gop, we have life, eternal life; for he is, according to ver. 20. | 
© life eternal z** and conſequently, being in him, we are already entered into ever- 
laſting life. - 
Let all our tongues be one, By water we are purify'd, 


To praiſe our Gop on high; | And pardon'd by the blood, | 
Who from his boſom fent his Son, It coſt him cries and tears, / 
To fetch us ſtrangers nigh. | To bring us near to Gop ! 
My Saviour's pierced fide Great was our debt, and he appears 


Pour'd out a double flood; | Jo make our payment good, 
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And no man hath aſcended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, 
even the Son of man, which is in heaven, JOAN iii. 13. 


O mere man whatſoever has entered, or can enter, into the ſecrets of God's 
| heart in heaven, relating to the great myſteries of ſalvation, ſo as immediately 

and perfectly to underſtand them, and make them known to others; but this pri- 
vilege is peculiar to the Meſſiah, who is ſpoken of under the character of © the 
Son of man,” PsALM Ixxx. 17. and Dan. vii. 13. and always had an exiſtence in 
heaven as the Son of Gop; and who came from thence into an incarnate ſtate, 
that he might reveal God's counſels to men. As many are perplexed about the 
divinity ot CAS , the following note may help them to conceive of that matter 
more properly: As the divine and human natures were united in the perſon of 
CarisT, attributions are made of the properties of one nature to him, whiltt he is 
ſpoken of under a title which relates to his other nature. Thus, when it is ſaid, 
1 Cox. ii. 8. © The Loxp of glory was crucified ;“ and AcTs xx. 28. he is called 
« Gop, who purchaſed the church with his own blood ; the meaning is not, that he, 
as the LoD of glory, was crucified ;”* or, as Gop, ſhed his blood; as if the divine na- 
ture could be crucified and bleed; hut that the perſon, who was the Lox D of glory 
in one nature, was crucified in the other, &c. So when it is ſaid, “the Son of man 
« js in heaven ;” the meaning is not, that he, as the Son of man, was there whilſt 
he was on the earth; but that he, who was here in his human nature, was there 
in his divine. 
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Juuill perform my good word towards you ; for 1 know the thoughts that I 

' think toxwards you, ſaith the Lorp ; thoughts of peace, and not of evil, 
to give you an expected end. Then you ſhall pray unto me, and I will hearken 
wnto you; and ye ſhall ſeek me and find me : I will turn away your captivity, 
JER. xxix. 10, 11, 13. For the auord of the LORD is right ; for he ſpoke 
and it was done, he commanded and it ſtood faſt, PSALM xxxiii. 4, 9. 


ERE it ſo light a matter to rely on the faithfulneſs of Gop in 

times of diſtreſs, what need to give us ſo many and various pro- 
miſes ? If our faith be right, we mult alſo endure and wait his time 
with patience, which certainly is not an eaſy taſk ; ſince the promiſe of 
the Loxp not only tarries very often, but ſometimes even the counter- 
part will happen, that providence goes quite contrary to the word, and 
ſeems as if it could not be true at all. And then we muſt remember 
that theſe are the very ways and methods of Gon, which have ever been 
in the deep. and ated contrary to our expectation. This the. corruption 
of our nature requires; and the wiſdom of Gop ever chooſes firſt to 
help us inwardly, and prepare us to a right uſe of his outward helps 
and favours ; and thus we receive always a double bleſſing at once from 


his hands, 


Who ſhall pretend to teach him kill ? His wiſdom, like a ſea divine, 
Or guide the counſels of his will? Flows deep and high beyond our line, 
2 
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Behold, I aeill allure. her, and bring her into the auilderneſi, and ſpeak com- 
fortably unto her, Hos. ii. 14. Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the 
field; let us lodge in the wiliages, CANT. vii. 11. | 


Loxp, the world is nothing to me but a wilderneſs, a place of tri- 
O bulation, where, being daily toſſed to and fro, I enjoyed no reſt ; 
but whenever I lifted up my heart and looked for peace in thee by prayer, 
thou haſt always ſpoke comfortable things. to me, and even carried me 
ſafe through all outward diſtreſſes. Grant that by this I may be ſtrength- 
ened for the time to come, when I am at a loſs again what courſe to 
take. Let me always firmly believe thee to be. a preſent help in all 
things, who art willing and able to carry me furthermore through ever 
fo many and great troubles and oppoſitions, till I ſhall be ſafely arrived 


at the ports of heaven, 


Lon, what a wretched land is this, J Yet the dear path to thine abode 


That yields us no ſupply, Lies thro” this horrid land: 
No chearing fruits, no wholeſome trees, | Los p! we would keep the heav'nly road, 
Nor ſtreams of living joy ? And run at thy command. 


Putprickling thorns thro” all theground, | Our ſouls ſhall tread the deſart thro” 
And mortal poiſons grow; With undiverted feet ; 
And all the rivers that are found, And faith and flaming zeal ſubdue 


With dang'rous waters flow. The terrors that we meet. 
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When you pray, ſay, ©* Our Father,” &c. Ye oft and receive nor, 
becauſe ye aſe amiſs, Luxe xi. 2. James iv. 3. | 


Me ſay the Loxp's prayer, who do not pray it, they (like Auſtin, before 
his converſion, when he prayed for chaſtity) are afraid, leſt Gop ſhould 
ear them; they do not care that Gop ſhould ſay Amen, or, So be it, though they 
themſelves will fay ſo. They ſay, Our Father,“ but if ae be their father where is 
his honour ? They ſay, © Which art in heaven ;** but did they believe it, how durſt 
they fin as they do upon earth? They ſay, * Hatlowed be thy name;“ yet take 
Gop's name in vain, They ſay, © Thy kingdom come; yet oppoſe the coming of 
his kingdom. They ſay, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;” yet will 
not ſtand to their words, for! this is the will df Goo, their ſanRification ;** but 
they want none of that. They ſay, Give us this day our daily bread; yet mind 
not the feeding of their ſouls with the © bread (CHAIS T Jes vs) which came down 
« from heaven.” They ſay, „Forgive us, as we forgive others; but, alas! if 
Gop ſhould take them at their word, how undone were they, whoſe hearts burn 
to malice and revenge. They ſay, * Lead us not into temptation z** yet run into it, 
and tempt Satan himſelf to tempt them. They ſay, © Deliver us from evil;“ and 
yet deliver themſelves to evil, and give up themſelves “to fulfil the luſt of the 
* fleſh,” Sc. Yea it hath been obſerved, that they fin moſt againſt this prayer, 
who ſickle moſt for the ſaying of this prayer. Reader, how often haſt thou been 
guilty of ſuch vain petitions and repetitions ? Wonder not, it thou prayeſt in ſuch 
a manner as this, that thou art a poor receiver ; imprint a ſenſe of the divine ma- 
zeſty and mercy upon thy mind, that thy prayers may be fervent and earneſt, and 
Goo will bleſs thee. . 

Aſſiſt and teach me how to pray; What thou abhorr'ſt, that let me flee, 
Incline my nature to obey: And only love what pleaſes thee. 
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Issus Cuxisr the /ame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, HEB. xiii. 9. 
Who of God is made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctifica- 
tion; that, as it is written, he that glories, let him glory in the Loxp, 
1 Cok. i. 30, 31. He has finiſhed the tranſgreſſion, he has made recan- 
ciliation for iniquity, he has brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs, Dan. 
ix. 24. In him have we righteouſneſs and ſtrength, Is A. xlv. 24. 


T* ourſelves we find nothing but miſery ; in Cnr1sT all that is good 
nay, he is himſelf our All; he works and gives what is neceſſary to 
ſalvation, therefore we cannot, and need not bring any thing to him of 
our own; but fince he is made unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctifi- 
cation, and all, we may, and muſt rely only on his name, and draw 
every thing from him by the continual prayer of faith. And he being 
our All, the law, fin, Satan, and even our own judgments, have loſt 


their power and right of condemnation over us. 


TJEerovan ſpeaks, let Iſrael hear; 
Let all the earth rejoice and fear, 
While God's eternal Son proclaims 
His ſov'reign honours and his names. 


I am the laſt, and I the firſt, 
The Saviour-Gop, and Goo the juſt ; 


| 


| 


| 


There's none beſide pretends to ſhew 
Such juſtice and ſalvation too. 


In me alone, ſhall men confeſs, 

Lies all their ſtrength and righteouſneſs; 
But ſuch as dare deſpiſe my name, 

I'll clothe them with eternal ſhame, *' 
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F:lowed, if Go ſo loved us, wwe ought alſo to lo ve one another, Joan iv. 
11. 1 ſay unto you, Love your enemies; bleſs them that curſe you ; do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you 
and perſecute you; that you may be the children of your Father which 
is in heaven, MATT. v. 44+ | 


YPOCRITES may counterfeit the children of Gop in many 
things, but they cannot love their enemies from their hearts ; and 

yet by this we muſt try and know ourſelves, whether we are really chil- 
dren of Gop or not. The world very eaſily, but falſly, ſuppoſes this; 
but ſincere chriſtians find it often very hard to believe it, without a 
divine ſenſe and aſſurance of it; it coſts them many a ſore conflict: for 
if Satan diſputed the Sonſhip of CarisT, much leſs will he ſpare any of 
us. But fince a true love to the children of Gop, and to our enemies, is 
a ſure evidence of our ſtate of grace, we have our title clear to it, though 
we ſhould walk in darkneſs, and be deſtitute of all pleaſant ſenſations, 


Now by the bowels of my Gop, Let bitter words no more be known 
His ſharp diſtreſs, his fore complaints; | Amongſt the ſaints, the ſons of peace. 
By his laſt groans, his dying blood, 
I charge my ſoul to love the ſaints. Tender and kind be all our thoughts; 
Thro' all our lives let mercy run: 
Clamour, and wrath, and war, begone; | So Gop forgives our num'rous faults, 
Envy and ſpite for ever ceaſe ; | For the dear ſake of CMAIS r his Son. 
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And he ſaid to his fervant, Go up wow, look toward the fea. Aud by 
event up and looked, and faid, I here is nothing and be ſaid, Go again 


eden times, 1 KINGS XVI. 43. 
80 times Elijah's ſervants looked towards the ſea before he could ſee 
a 


any thing; the ſeventh time he ſaw a cloud, but no bigger than his 
nd ; yet that cloud, within a few hours, covered the heaven with 
darkneſs, and the earth with rain. Juſt ſo may be the caſe with many 
a one when he is praying to his Gop, as Caleb's daughter did unto ber 
father, Judcts i. 15. Thou haft hitherto made me the owner of a dry, 
a'barren heart, but give me now ſome ſprings of water, ſome feeling, 
at leaft; ſome forrow for my fins. Well, though at fix times bending 
of thy knees, Gop doth not grant it, and though at the ſeventh there 
appear but one ſmall drop ſwimming in thine eyes, yet be not diſcom- 
forted, that drop may prove a ſhower, the beginning of that thaw may 
at laſt diſſolve the very heart to water; or if not ſo, from that ſmall 
drop, that ſpot of ſorrow, there is made a reflection of true repentance 2 
and as there is full joy for the total, the full converſion of a ſinner, ſo 
there is a proportion, a meaſure of joy for one tear, nay, for one de- 


fre of à tear, of any one ſinner that repenteth. 
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Fe ſhall drive out all the inhabitants of the land; but if you will not drive 
out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it ſhall come to paſs, that 
thoſe which you let remain of them, ſhall be pricks in your eyes and thorns in 
your fides, and ſhall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell, Nuns. xxxiv. 

52, 55- See this fulfilled, Jups. i. 27. chap. ii. 14. Manaſſeb did 
not drive out the inhabitants of Bethſhean, &c. and the Canaanites quould 
dwell in that land; ſo that they (the Ifraelites) could not any longer ftand 
before their enemies. 


SHE very ſame is to be obſerved in the holy and ſpiritual battles of 

the Logo. He that fights only againſt outward fins, is but very 
little, if at all, acquainted with the dangerous enemies in his heart, or 
the deep corruptſon of original ſin, and ſo the tempter may eaſily gain an 
advantage over him. Experienced chriſtians guard more againſt the 
inward aſſaults of wickedneſs; they are at peace with no ſin, but keep 
up a conſtant war with all their moſt ſubtle and darling luſts, even when 
they appear under a ſpiritual diſguiſe. O Logon, give me grace never 
to ſpare myſelf, or any of my 5 luſts and paſſions, but to deſtroy 
them without delay, as ſoon as they begin to move or ſtir, that I may 
not be deſtroyed by them, 


Forgive my guilt, O Prince of peace, Furniſh me, Lox d, with heav'nly arms 
I'll wound my ſoul no more: From grace's magazine, 

Hence from my heart, ye fins, begone; | And I'll proclaim eternal war 
For Jesus I adore, Witt: ev'ry darling fin, 


— — 
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In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth; and the earth was 
without form and void, and darkneſs was upon the face of the deep ; and 
rhe Spirit of GoD moved upon the face of the waters, GEN. i. I, 2. We 
are bis workmanſhip, created in CHRIS JESUs, Note, unto good works, 
which GOD has before ordained, that we ſhould walk in them, EPR. ii. 10. 


HEREFORE, before we can do truly good works, we muſt firſt be 
created and born a- new. How is it poſlible for a man to make 
any progreſs in renovation, if a real change has not been wrought in his 
heart? We muſt needs be firſt ſtripped of our own righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength, and made ſenſible of our ſpiritual nakedneſs, poverty, and 
nothingneſs, by true repentance ; then ſeek remiſſion of fins and be 
juitified, before we can be ſanctified. Cnr1sT being the vine, we muft 
firſt be planted in him, and draw nouriſhment and ſtrength from him, 
by faith. When it is fulfilled, © they ſhall feed and lie down on his 
* paſture, and none ſhall make them afraid,” ZE RH. iii. 13. Then 
we {hall be able to bring forth good fruits, and obtain victories. For 
it is Gop himſelf that thus makes us perfect in every good work, and 
prepares a table before us in the preſence of our enemies. 


Mighty Redeemer ! ſet me free O, make my ſoul alive to thee, 
From my old itate of in; Create new pow'rs within, 
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Tn the Lone have I righteouſneſs and n Is Al. xlv. 24. 2 Cor. i ii. 
a 14. chap. v. 19. 


USTIFICATION through faith in CAR IS; r, at firſt is a very dark doctrine, hard 
to be underſtood ; but afterwards we find, by experience, that it would be im- 
poſſible to be ſaved in any other way, and that nothing can be ſurer than this, 
though all mankind ſhould turn away from it. It will ſoon plainly appear, that all 
things, even our beſt performances, are unclean in the ſight of Gop, and could nog 
be agreeable to him in the leaſt, without the covering of Cur1sT's righteouſneſs. 
Thus we are brought to ſubmit entirely to CHRIST, and at laſt to look upon ours 
ſelves wholly juſtified through him, which alone produces reſt, firength, and a gen- 
tle ſpirit, the true image of CHRIST. 


In vain do we expect to effect this by the perſuations of our natural reaſon, or 
the ſtrong reſolutions of a generous mind. It is only to keep us off from earneſtly 
wreſtling in prayer, if by our own ſtrength ſometimes we are able to maſter our 
affections. But this is only a building of our own. The form of godlineſs we have 
without its power: we deceive our own ſouls. Nothing can be pleafing in the 
ſight of God, and profit us in the laſt day, but what he works himſelf. Away there- 
fore with all theſe doings of our own. Let us acknowledge the weakneſs and no- 
thingneſs of our ſtrength, and apply in our poor, blind, naked, loſt, and miſerable. 
condition, to the righteouſneſs of Cyz1sT's blood; then we ſhall alſo find power 
and dominion over fin, Is AI. xXxxiii. 24. 


Sinners ſhall hear the ſound; Our righteouſneſs and ſtrength is found 
Their thankful tongues ſhall own, In thee the Loxp alone. 


172 er . 


Fa the day of my trouble I will call upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, PSALM 
Ixxxvi. 8-— God's anſwer ; Then ſhalt thou call, and the Lox D Hall 
anſwer ; thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall ſay, Here 1 am, Is à. lviii. 9. The 
Lord is rich unto all who call upon him; and it Pall come to paſs, that 
evho/oever all call upon the name of the Lord all be ſuwed; (this, to 
the comfort of the weak, is feveral times repeated in ſcripture, Joer 

YH. 32. ACTS ii. 21. Row. x. 12, 13, 19.) Thergfere when the righteous 

cry, the Lord heareth them, and deli wereth them out of all their troubles, 

PsALM xxxiv. 18. The LorD zs nigh unto all that call upon him, Ps ALM 


cxlv. 18. The prayer of a righteous man avnileth nuch, James v. 16. 


O Glorious promiſe! how can Gop deny me any thipg now that I 
pray for? He has paſſed his word for it; his Son has purchaſed it; 
the holy Spirit inſpires the prayer; the word holds it forth, and the 
prayer of faith Jays hold of it, and actually receives it. Prayer is the 
mouth of faith. If thou wilt have much, „open thy mouth wide, and 
e jt ſhall be filled.” Who then ſhould not be ſtirred up to pray much! 
O what fooliſhneſs is this, that we have nothing, but may obtain all 
from God, and yet are fo loth to pray much and pray right. 


Go knows the pains his fervants feel, | And their beſt wiſhes to fulfil, 
He bears his children cry; | His grace is ever nigh. 
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Sæwear nat at all, Marr. v. 34. 


WEAR not by the creatures, for that in effect is ſwearing by their maker. Nor 
by him, but when called to it by authority for confirmation, and putting an 
end to ſtriſe; and even that is to be done with ſeriouſneſs, ſincerity, and circum- 
ſpection; in truth, and therefore not falfly, or deceitfully, which is calling the 
Goo of truth to witneſs a lie; St. Paul regarded it as“ the truth of Gop, Row. 
ix. 1. and ſo will all good men, PSAL. xxiv. 4.—In judgment, not raſhly, vainly, 
unadviſedly, or needleſsly, as Saul, 1 SAM. xiv. 39. Such oaths, promiſes, and vows | 
are better broke than kept, becauſe they are enfnaring and dangerous; but beſt not 
made at all; confideration is always neceffary ;—in righteouſneſs; the matter 
lawful and poſttble, otherwife it will be inexpedient, ſinful, and ruinous. If for 
every idle word we muſt give an account in the day of judgment, then ſurely for 
every idle, trifling, common oath, ſuch as,“ Faith and troth, Gop blefs me, By 
my ſoul, As I live and breathe, O Cnxz1sT," &c. Much more- for horrible curſing 
and blaſphemy, which profanes Gop's name, is the language of the bottomleſs 
pit, ſprings from, and tends to it. In a word, perjury, which is a complicated 
fin; robs the innocent of. his right, perverts juſtice, therefore threatened, Zscn. 
iv. 8. Cob often takes the falſe-ſwearer and imprecator of vengeance at his word, 
in ſtriking him dead on the ſpot. Loxo ! help the guilty to repent and ſeek per- 
don through the blood, of. Cu, and all to watch and pray againſt it. 
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Dearly beloved, awenge not yourſel ves, but rather give place unto awrath 
for it is written, Vengeance is mine, I auill repay, ſaith the Lokb, 


Rom. xii. 19. 


UDGE ye then, my brethren, would it be wiſe to ſnatch the rod out 
of the all-powerful hand of God to take it into our own, even was 

It in our power to doit? We are taught by the holy prophet not:to 
avenge ourſelves, it being daring preſumption to uſurp Gop's province, 
and to ſtep into his throne. He that chaftiſeth the nations, ſhall he not 
correct? Might may overcome right for a time, to try Gop's chil- 
dren ; but whether that is done with a cloſe hand, ſo as not to be diſ- 
covered; or with a high hand, ſo as not to be controuled, Gop will 
in his due time ſhew himſelf, and aſſert his prerogative againſt all that 
infringe it. It is therefore our wiſdom, when we ſuffer wrong, to call 
to mind, and copy ou. bleſſed Lox 's meritorious filence, commuting 


ourſelves to him that judgeth righteouſly. 


When Goo in his own ſov'reign ways 
Comes down to fave th'oppreſt, 

The wrath of man ſhall work his praiſe, 
And he'll reſtrain the reſt, ; 


Grace dwells with juſtice on the throne, 
And men that love thy word, 

Have in thy ſanctuary known 
The counſels of the Loxp ; 


* 
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If any man be in Cer15ST he is à new creature, 2 Cok. v. 17, 


E T no man be diſcouraged from coming to CHRIST, becauſe he 
finds not in himſelf that godly ſorrow tor fin, that ability to re- 
pent, that diſpoſition of heart which he deſires to have; we muſt firſt be 
in CHR15T, before we are new creatures. This is a common fault among 
us; we would fain have ſomething before we come; we think Gop's 
pardons are not free, but we muſt bring ſomething in our hand: 
whereas the proclamation runs thus, “ Buy without money ;” that is, 
come without any excellency at all ; becauſe we are commanded to 
* come, and take the water of life freely.” Therefore do not ſay, I 
have a ſinful diſpoſition, and a hard heart, and cannot mourn for fin 
as I ſhouid, therefore I will ſtay till that be done. It is all one as if 
you ſhould ſay, I muit go to the phyſician, but I will have my wounds 
well, and my diſeaſe healed firſt, The end of going to CHRIST is, 
that this very hardneſs of thy heart may be taken away ; that this very 
deadneſs of thy ſpirit may be removed; that thou mayeſt be enlivened, 
quickened, healed ; that thou mayeſt hate fin, for he is thy phyfician ; 
look not for ſanctification before juſtification ; nor for the fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs before thou art made righteous by faith in him; thou mut 
be firſt in CHRIST, beſore thou canſt be a new creature, 


All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient 3 all thing are 
lawful for me, but 1 will not be brought under the power of any, 1 COR. vi. 12. 


AAN that are well- affected to religion, that receive inſtructions of 
piety. with pleaſure and ſatisfaction, often wonder how it comes 
to paſs, that they make no greater progreſs in that religion which they 
fo much admire, Now the reaſon of it is, becauſe religion lives only in. 
their head, while ſomething elſe has poſſeſſion of their heart; and there- 
fore they continue from year to year mere admirers and praiſers of piety, 
without ever coming up to the reality and perfection of its precepts. If 
it be aſked why religion does not get poſieſſion of their hearts; the rea- 
fon is, not becauſe they live in groſs fins or debaucheries, for their re- 
gard to religion preſerves them from ſuch diſorders; but becauſe their 
hearts are conſtantly employed, perverted, and kept in a wrong ſtate, 
by the indiſcreet uſe of ſuch things as are lawful to be uſed : tor our 
ſouls may receive an infinite hurt merely by the abuſe of innocent and 
lawful things. What is more innocent than reſt and retirement? and 
yet what more dangerous than ſloth and idlenefs ? what is more lawful 
than eating and drinking? and yet what more deſttuctive of virtue than 
{ſenſuality and indulgence ? How lawtul and praiſe-worthy is the care of- 
a family? and yet what fo prejudicial as a worlcly and ſolicitous tem- 
per? Reader, follow the apoſtle, and beware of lawful things; keep 
thy heart free from the power of them, 
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And the inhabitants ſhall net ſay, I am fiek : the people that davell therein 


ſhall be forgiven their iniquity, ISAL, xxxiii. 24. See allo PSALM cxxx. 4. 


Ezex xvi. 63. LUKE vii. 1 JOHN ii. 1, 2. 


N theſe paſſages we ſee that a right belief of the remiſſion of ſins, or 

of juſtification, conſtrains us moſt of all things to fear and love Gop, 
which cannot fail ef producing true holineſs. 'This faith of a believer 
hanging upon grace, and fixing its eye on CHRIST alone, as conſcious 
there is nothing good in him, but much evil, humbling him, both keeps 
him in reſt and joy, and makes him willing and able to run the chriſtian 
race; whereas a reliance on works and experiences, puffs up, and pro- 
duces nothing but unbelief, uneaſineſs, uncertainty, and weakneſs : good 
works and gracious experiences are very comfortable and Encouraging, 
but are not to be depended upon. 


There is a voice of fov'reign grace | Stretch out thine arm, victorious Kirg, 
Sounds from the facred word ; My reigning fins ſubdue; 

Ho! ye deſpairing finners, come Drive the old dragon from his ſear, 
And truſt upon the Lozp. And form my ſoul a-new. 

My foul obeys th'almighty call, | A guilty, weak, and helpleſs worm, 
And runs to this relief; Gan thy kind arms I fall: 

] would believe thy promiſe, Loxp ; | Be thou my ſtrength and righteouſaeſe, 


O! help my unbeltet. 1 My JIxsus and my Ali. 


- 


— — Coe PA” 5: 


178 CESS a. - 


Ewery good gift, and every perfect gift is from above, JAMES i. 17, 


EADER, it 1s a point of the greateſt importance for thee to know, 
that every evil thing is of thyſelf, and every good thing of Gon; 
without faith we cannot be ſaved ; but, ſaith St. Paul, Ern. ii. 8. © by 
« orace are ye ſaved through faith, and that not of yourſelves, it is 
« the gift of Gop.” we are called upon to repent z but in AcTs v. 31. 
we read that CHRIST is exalted at the Father's right hand, to be a 
« Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Iſrael.“ We mutt be 
born again, but regeneration is wholly of Gop's will; © which were 
% born not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of 
% man, but of Gop,” Jog i. 13.—Saving knowledge is likewiſe the 
gift of Gop; © to you it is given to know the myſteries of the kingdom 
of heaven,” Mar. iv. 11. Effectual calling is alſo of Gop's grace, 
2 Tim. i. 9. Juſtification is of Gop's grace, we are juſtified freely. 
Adoption alſo is an act of grace; he vouchſaſes that high privilege, not 
in common to all, but only to ſo many as he pleaſeth. Perſeverance in- 
duty is alſo Gop's gift, for“ we are preſerved by the power of Gop to 
« ſalvation.” Eternal life is alſo a gift, for“ the gift of Gop is eternal 
life through Jesus CHRIST.“ The knowledge of theſe things, reader, 
will keep thee humble and dependent, and diſpoſe thee to give to Gon 


the glory of his grace. 
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V would ſee Ixsus. Search the ſcriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life, and they are they which teſtify of me, JOHN X11. 21. and Chap. v. 39. 


T is remarkable, that the wiſe men travelling to find CHRIS, followed 
only the ſtar; and as long as they had that in their view they were 
aſſured that they were in the right way, and we may believe had great 
pleaſure in their journey; but when they entered into Jeruſalem (whereas 
the ſtar led them not thither, but into Bethlehem) and there would be 
inſtructed where CHRIST was born, they were not only ignorant of the 
place where, but they had alſo loſt the fight of the ſtar that ſhould guide 
them thither. Whereby we are taught this uſeful leſſon, that when we 
are going to learn CHRIST, to ſeek CHRIST, who is above, to beware 
we loſe not the ſtar of Gop's word, which only is the mark that ſhews 
us where Car1sT is, and which way we may come to him: Whereunto 
may be added, that if with David we make the word of God © a lan- 
* thorn to our feet, and a light to our paths,“ we ſhould not be led aſide 
by every falſe fire that preſents itſelf to us; but by keeping cloſe to the 
word of Gop, we ſhall be brought to the knowledge of CHRIST here, 
and to the full enjoyment of him hereaſter. Reader, this little book is 
only deſigned to lead thee to “ ſearch the ſcripures, which are able to 


„% make thee wiſe unto ſalvation through faith in Jesvs CHalsr.“ 
Eternal life Gop's word imparts, Here ſweeter com!orts cheer our hearts 
Whereon each fainting ſpirit lives Than all the round of nature gives, 
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Tet no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which tt 
good to the uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter grace unto the hearers : 
and prieve not toe holy Spirit of Gop. Let not filthine/s be once named 
among you, nor fooliſh talking, nor jeſting, which are not convenient, 


Erk. iv. 29. chap. v. 4. 


DLE words are hurtful words ; they grieve the holy Spirit, deſtroy 
what power has been obtained by prayer, and cauſe nothing but le- 
vity and diſtraction of mind. Let this be a caution againſt talking too 
much; for if it does not tend to the glory of Gov, it is nothing but cor- 
rupt communication. May all chriſtians take heed to refrain their tongues, 
and never ſpeak unadviſed!ly ; but always conſider firſt whether their 
words can be profitable to others, and acceptable to Gop in heaven. 
Loxp, teach me by thy wiſdom to put a lock to my mouth, and to weigh 
every word like gold. Let my heart and lips be moved and governed 
by thy holy Spirit, that both my ſilence and talking may be according 
to thy will and direction. Grant that I may always chiefly converſe with 
thee in prayer and thankſgiving, for the good of my own ſoul and others ; 
ard whenever I am to open my lips in due time, let my words be fo 
ſeaſoned and bleſſed as to adminiſter grace to the the hearers. | 


So let our lips and lives expreſs So let our words and virtues ſhine 
The holy goſpel we proſeſs; To prove the doQrire all divine. 
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And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder ſet upon the earth, and the top of 
it reached to heaven : and behold, the angels of Gop aſcending and de- 
Seending on it, GEN. xxviii. 12. . 


HIS ladder is an emblem of the diviae providence, which governs 

all things, Its being ſet upon the earth, denotes the ſteadineſs 

of providence, which no thing is able to unſettle; its reaching up to 
heaven, ſignifies its univerſality, or that it extends to all things: the ſe- 
veral ſteps of the Jadder are the motions and actions of providence ; the 
angels going up and down, ſhew that they are the great miniſters of- 
rovidence, never idle, but always employed in the preſervation of the 
juſt ; their aſcending, means their going up to receive the divine orders 
and commands ; and their deſcending, their coming down upon earth 
to put them in execution. So that, in this repreſentation, Gop ſignified 
to 4 now full of care and uneaſy apprehenſions, that the man 
who was under the cuſtody and protection of divine providence, want- 
ed not company in a wilderneſs ; wanted not ſecurity in the midſt of 
dangers ; wanted not direction in the moſt difficult undertakings ; fince 
there were ſo many miniſtering ſpirits holding correſpondence between 
earth and heaven, and daily and hourly: <* ſent forth from Gop's pre- 


+ ſence to miniſter unto them who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation.” 
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Alleluia; for the Lox Gop omnipetent reigneth, Rev. xix. 6. 


OD is the Logo of hoſts, he is the great commander of heaven and 
earth; he it is that directs the conflicts, neither are any put 

to try maſtery, no field pitched, no battle fought, but by his ſpecial order 
and commiſſion, and all for the accompliſhment of his glory. But it be- 
falleth us, as it doth with them which ſtand in the ſame level wherein two 
great armies are ready to engage, they conceive them to be a diſordered 
multitude ; whom, notwithſtanding, if they beheld from a high hill, they 
would diſcern that they were artificially ranged, ahd every one ſerving 
under his own colou:s. Even ſo men, who behold the ſtate of the world, 
with the eyes of fleſi and blood, dim by reaſon of the corruption of their 
Judgments, and weakneſs of their affections, think all things are out of 
order; they “ ſee ſervants riding on horſes and princes going on foot;“ 
that the worſe men are, the better they fare; and they fare the worſe, the 
better they are; but if they would go into God's ſanctuary, and judge of 
occurrences by heavenly principles, then they would confeſs, that no 
army on earth can be better marſhalled, than the great army of all the 
creatures of heaven and earth, yea, and of hell too; and that notwith- 
ſtanding all appearances to the contrary, all is well, and will end well, 
eſpecially to God's people; and that the Gop of order will bring light 
out of darkneis, and order out of the greateſt confuſion, could they but 


have patience, and let him alone with his own work, 
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No haſt thruſt fore at me, that 1 might fall; but the Lortd helped me. 
Preſerved in IEsus CHRIST, and called, Ps AL. cxviii. 13. JUDE 1. 


ESUS was in the council, undertook our cauſe, ſtruck hands in the covenant as 
our ſurety ; wrought out a righteouſneſs for us, ſuffered our curſe on the tree 
to redeem us, ever lives, and ever loves, and ever pleads our cauſe, while he re- 
preſents our perſons before the everlaſtingly gracious, and infinitely juſt and righte- 
ous JEHoVAH, his Father and our Father, now well pleaſed with us, becauſe ac- 
cepted and preſerved in the beloved. Are theſe things ſo? And has the Lo p, the 
Spirit, the glorifier of Ixus, enlightened our underſtandings to ſee theſe things, 
enabled us to believe, and aſſured our hearts of our own happy ſhare and intereſt in 
them? O my ſoul, ſtop, reflect, dwell on ſuch wonderful power, marvellous fa- 
vour, diſtinguiſhing love, and appropriated mercy ! Now let all mine enemies ex- 
ert their utmoſt power, I will not be afraid. Afflictions, pains, temptations may 
await me, waves and ſtorms may go over my head, Satan may fift me as wheat, 
the waters of death may prove bitter to my taſte, yet will I not be diſcouraged ; he 
that died for me, will take care of me; he that pardoned my aggravated offences, 
will heal my infirmities ; he that kvew the power of temptation, will ſupport and 
deliver me out of all. This I believe, Lon p, help my unbelief ! 

The wiſdom, the power, the love, the promiſe, the covenant, and the oath of 
Jznovan, ſtand all engaged for the preſervation of a poor, dependent believer in 
Jzsus, Alleluia. 
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Learn ef me, for I am meek and lowly in beart; and ye ſball find reſt unto 
your ſouls, MATT. xi. 29. Be clothed with humility, for Gop re/ifts the 
oud, and gives grace to the humble. Humble yourſelves therefore under 

rhe mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time, 1 PET. v. 5, 6. 


UCH as are haughty and ſfelf-conceited, ruſh againſt the mighty hand 
| of Gop, and deſtroy themſelves : but thoſe that bow and humble 
under it, will be protected by the ſame, Whatever ſkill of learning and 
demonſtration we may acquire in the ſchools of human ſciences, if we 
do not learn to be lowly in heart, and dead to the world, the ſcripture 
does not allow us to be truly wiſe and enlightened, but calls us © poor, 
* blind, miſerable, worldly ſtudents of glory,” Prov, xi. 2. 1 Cox. 
firſt and ſecond chapters. Therefore, The more a man dies to this 
world, the more is he enlightened.” 


Loa p, if thou the grace impart, Pleas'd with all the Lox p provides, 


Poor in ſpirit, meek in heart, Wean'd from all the world befides. 
I ſhall as my Maſter be, | 

Rooted in humility. Father, fix my ſoul on thee, 

| Ev'ry evil let me flee; 

Simple, teachable, and mild, | Nothing want beneath, above; 


Charg'd into a little child; [ Happy in thy precious love, 
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And Jacob went on his way, and the angel; of Gov met him, GER. xxxii. 1. 


S Jacob was favoured with a heavenly viſion, when he firſt depart- 
ed from his father's houſe ; ſo the divine Being thought proper 
again to favour him with the ſame token of his protection at his return 
thither, thereby to encourage him to meet with confidence thoſe dangers 
he had to encounter. — Hence we may obſerve, that when Gon deli 
his people for extraordinary trials, he prepares them by extraordinary 
comforts. We ſhould think it had been more ſeaſonable for theſe an- 
gels to have appeared to him juſt in the heat of his engagement, either 
with Laban before, or Eſau after, than in this calm and quiet interval, 
when he ſaw not himſelf in any imminent peril. But Gop will have us, 
when we are in peace, to provide for trouble; and when trouble comes, 
to live upon former obſeryations and experiences z or, however, to draw 
comfort and encouragement from them; knowing aſſuredly, that he 
who has delivered in fix troubles, will alſo deliver in ſeven; and in due 
time out of all. This may be an emblem of God's people at death, who 
are then returning to Canaan, to their heavenly father's houſe z and then 
the angels of Gop will meet them, to congratulate the happy finiſhing 
of their ſervitude, and carry them to their everlaſting reſt, 
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Fer by thy wvords thou ſhalt be juſtiſied, and by thy words thou ſhalt Le cbu- 
demned, MATT. xii. 37. 


HE general bent and turn of a man's diſcourſe, is a ſure index to 

the diſpoſition of his mind; for out of the abundance of the 
* heart the mouth ſpeaketh.” Other outward marks may be imitated ; 
but to offend not in tongue, to be free from detraction and boaſting, to 
ſpeak: the truth in love, to“ let no corrupt communication” (nothing 
contrary to peace or holineſs) proceed out of the mouth ;” this is the 
finger of Gop. Here the Hypocrite and Formaliſt always fail. Let us 
earneſtly pray for grace to bridle the tongue. O Lorp, ſet a watch 
«© upon my mouth, keep the doors of my lips;” that I may never bring 
a reproach upon my profeſſion, by ſpeaking proud, falſe, fooliſh, or 


cenſorious words. 


The tongue, that moſt unruly pow'r, | Lorp ! can a feeble helpleſs worm 
Requires a ſtrong reſtraint : Perform a taſk ſo hard ! | 

We muſt be watchful ev'ry hour, Thy grace muſt all the work performs 
And pray, but never faint, And give the free reward. 
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Tooſe them and bring them unto me; and if any ſay aught unto you, ye ſhall 
Jay, the Lord hath need of them, and ſlraightway he will ſend them, 
Marr. xxi. 2, 3. The Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and 
the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with 


fire, and his bands logſed from off his hands, JUDGEs xv. 14. 


HUS the Spirit of the Lox p makes us free from all ſpiritual bonds; 

for“ where the Spirit of the Logd is, there is liberty,“ 2 Co. iii. 
a 17. Though I was torn from CarisT by the enemy; yet as a robber he 
| gets no right to me. CHRIST does not give up for this reaſon his right, 
| which he has to me on ſo many accounts; and as ſoon as I am willing by 
his. grace to give up myſelf to him, and defire to be delivered from the 
power of Satan, he vindicates and ſaves me, as his*property ; I am his, 
Satan looſes his hold, and nothing in the world can withhold me from 


him. Al the fetters muſt fall off. 


What tho” the hoſts of death and hell | My Gov has broke the ſerpent's teeth, 
All arm'd againſt me ſtood, | And death has loſt his ſting. 


Terrors no more ſhall ſhake my ſoul ; 
My refuge is my Gop. | 


Salvation to the Los d belongs, 
His arm alone can ſave: 


Ariſe, O Lox, fulfil thy grace, Bleſſings attend thy people here, 
While I thy glory ſing ; | And reach beyond the grave. 
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Mate you @ new heart and @ new ſpirit, EzEK. xvili. 31. See alſo 2 Cor, 
V. 17 18— 21. 


ANY are converted, but not entirely to Cyz1sT and from their 

own righteouſneſs, ſo as to be truly ſenſible of their wickedneſs 

and abomination, and earneſtly to flee to Car15T for reconciliation and 

righteouſneſs ; and therefore never get their hearts changed, but conti- 

nue on in their mere outward moral ſtate year after year. O Loo, let 

me daily receive a word from thee, to nouriſh and ſtrengthen my ſoul, 
ſo as to be renewed daily by it more and more. 


O for an heart to love my Gov! An humble, lowly, contrite heart, 
An heart from fin ſet free; Believing, true and clean 

An heart that always feels the bleod, Which neither life, nor death can part 
So freely ſhed for me From him that dwells within. 

An heart reſign'd, ſubmiſſive, meck, { An heart in ev'ry thought renew'd, 
My dear Redeemer's throne ; And fill'd with love divine ; 


Where only Cnr15T is heard to ſpeak, Perfect, and right, and pure, and good, 
Where Ixsus reigns alone. | A copy, Lo p, of thing, 
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Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things, Luxe 
x. 41. Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the Hues of 
life, Prov. iv. 23. | 


S the virtue of a ſtrong ſpirituous liquor evaporates by degrees in a 
vial which is not cloſely topped, in like manner the life and 
power of the ſpirit inſenſibly vaniſhes away, if the heart is not kept with 
all diligence. Of the former remains only water; of the latter, nothing 
but the form of religion, or perhaps ſome falſe principles and errors 
crept in. Therefore many muſt be tried and ſiſted, that they way know, 
like Hezekiah, what is in their hearts, 2 Caron. xxxii. 31. conſequent- 
ly, what more needful, than to take heed to our own ſpirit, and to keep 
cloſe to the written word; for as the latter times draw nearer, the more 
plauſible will errors and ſeducements appear both on your right hand 
and on your left; beware of being drawn of tom the truth, either b 
falſe worldly prudence, or the pretended ſpiritual form of fanatics 2 


O Lok d, permit me not to be I would obey the voice divine, 

A ſtranger to mylelt and thee; And all inferior things reſign. 

Amidſt a thouſand thoughts 1 rove, 

Forgetful of my higheſt love. Be earth with all her ſcenes withdrawn ; 
Let noife and vanity be gene : 

Call me away from fleſh and ſenſe, In ſecret ſilence of the mind, 


One ſoy'reign word can draw me thence; ] My heaw'n, and there my Goo 7 find. 
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My foul thirfeth after thee as a barren land, PSALM exliii. 6. Let him 
that is athirſt come, and whoſoever avill let him take of the water of life 
reely, Rev. xxii. 17. If any man thirſt, let him come unto me and 
drink. He that believes on me, as the ſeripture has ſaid, out of his belly 


ſhall flow rivers of living water, Joan vii. 37, 38. 
, thou art ſo dry and barren, examine thyſelf cloſely what 


may be the cauſe ; aſk pardon for all offences, and take care to 
mend them. And though thou ſhouldit not find any thing particular, 
yet humble thyſelt deeply before the Lox o; but at the ſame time re- 
member that thou art accepted, beloved, juſtifed, and bleſſed in 
CHRrIsT ; and in chis diſpoſition quietly wait the returns of ſome new 
drops of living water and grace; but be alſo ſure afterwards to cheriſh 
and make a right uſe of them. Thus thou ſhalt be like a watered gar- 


den, ISA. Ivin. 11. 


For thee I thirſt, O Los d, I mourn; Shall all my joys on earth remove, 
When will thy ſmiling face return ? And Gop for ever hide his love? 
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Ho ! ye that pant for living ſtreams, Rivers of love and mercy here 
And pine away and die; In a rich ocean join ; 

Here you may quench your raging thirſt Salvation. in abundance flows, 
With ſprings that never dry, Like floods of milk and wine. 
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My foul waiteth upon Gop : from him comes my ſal vation; he is only 
defence, I ſhall not be greatly moved. Therefore, truft in him at all 
times, ye people, pour out your hearts before him. GOD is a refuge /or 
16, PSALM Ixl1. 2, 3, 9. 0 


E more quiet, patient, believing, faithful, ardent, and ſingle 

we are, the ſooner we ſhall ſee the ſalvation and victory of the 
Logp. Double-minded ſouls have the preateſt ſtruggle, and the ſloth- 
ful muſt tarry the longer. Sometimes, it is true, though we are faith- 
ful, yet we mult cry out, © O Logo, how long?“ PsAl. vi. 4. But ne- 
vertheleſs he always hears and delivers us, though we do not ſee and feel 
it directly, but ſeem to ſuffer continually. In heaven we ſhall certainly 
ſee it, and reap the bleſſed fruits of all cur afflictions and prayers, 


My ſpirit looks to Good alone When helpers fail, and foes invade, 
My rock and refuge is his throne ; God is our all-ſufticient aid, 

In all my fears, in all my ſtraits, F. | 

My foul on his ſalvation waits, For ſov'reign pow'r reigns not alone, 


Grace 1s a partner of the throne : 
Truſt him, ye ſaints, in all your ways; | Thy grace and juſtice, mighty Los ↄ, 
Pour out your hearts before his face: J Shall well divide our laſt reward. 


4 
* 
* 
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T have been young, and now am 94. get I bave not. ſeen the righteous fer- 
ſalten, nor his ſeed begging their bread, PSALM xxxvii. 25. 


WEET: declaration]! encouraging experience! The Lon p indeed careth for 
the righteous; for thoſe, who, having ſeen the want of mercy, rely for it upon 
the promiſe of Gov, that there is forgiveneſs with him, for the obedicnce unto 
death of Irsus CARIST. He hath promiſed, that he will never leave nor forſake 
them—that he will withhold from them no manner of thing that is good. He 
careth alſo for their ſeed; ſo that they ſhall not beg their bread. He frequently 
provides for them, when their parents are no more, in ſuch unexpeRed ways, that 
many who ſee it are conſtrained to acknowledge, this is the Lon 's doing.“ 
And ſometimes, while they are living, he brings bread to their meuths, and alſo 
furniſhes them with opportunities to hear of, and ſeek for the bread which came 
down from heaven, and which endureth unto everlaſting life ; thus ſnatching them, 
as it were, from the jaws of ignorance and deſtruction. O Log p, if mine ears 
have heard—if mine eyes have ſeen—and more eſpecially if 1 partake of fuch 
pleſſings- may I grateſully own, that thou art a Gop keeping covenant and mercy ; 
and make this proof of thy faithſulneſs, a ground of reliance upon thee for all 
needful promiſed bleſſings! help me to do my part—to caſt all my care on thee— 
and endeavour by prayer, inſtruction, and example, that thy goodneſs may be 
{znRified to my ſeed, that we may live together here and hereafter, to the praiſe 
e the glory of thy grace. 
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Strengthened wwith all might according to his glorious power, COL. i. 11. 


My ſoul, what encouraging words are theſe ! How full of mean- 

ing! The Loxp our righteouſneſs is the Loxp our ſtrength. He 
is near at hand, believer, to STRENGTHEN thee according to thy need. 
Not in one or two reſpects, but with all might, with a ſupply ſuited to 
every various occaſion, and that to the utmoſt, anſwerable to what may 
be expected from the exertion of his own glorious power.” Happy 
ſtate of the believer in Jesus; though feeble in himſelf, ſurrounded 
with enemies, and exerciſed with a continual warfare, he ſhall not be 
overpowered ; for the promiſe and the arm of Gop is on his ſide. He 
is an alliance offenſive and defenſive with Him who can do what he 
pleaſes ; and he ſhall therefore be made more than conqueror through 
him who has loved him.“ 


Let me but hear my Saviour ſay, I glory in infirmity, 
Strength ſhall be equal to thy day;“ That Chriſt's own pow'r may reſt on me; 
Then I rejoice in deep diſtrefs, When 1 am weak, then am I ſtrong, 


Leaning on all-ſuſficient grace, Grace is my ſhield, and CIS my ſong. 
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My beloved is mine, and I am his, CAN r. ii. 16.—Divine anſwer ; I wil? 
betroth thee unto me for ever ; yea, 1 will betrath thee unto me in righte- 
ouſacſi, and in judgment, and in loving-kindneſs. I will even betroth thee 
unto me in faithfulneſs, and thou ſhalt know the Lord, Hos. ii. 19, 20, 


V faith in the blood of Cyrisr we are accepted, and cloſely united 

to him as our bridegroom. By that we daily cat his fleſh, drink his 

blood, and are ſprinkled all over; fince even the bei of our works, our 

prayers and other performances, ſtill want it continually ; as appears 

from the type, Hes. ix. 19 —21. where it is ſaid, that“ All the veſſels 
of the miniſtry, and even the book was ſprinkled.” 


Hark ! the Redeemer from on high, Dear Lozxvy, our thankful heart receives 
Swecetly invites his fav rites nigh; The hope thy invitation gives; 

From caves of darkneſs and of doubt Io thee our joyful lips ſhall raiſe 

He gently ſpeaks, and calls us out. The voice of prayer, the voice of praiſe, 
« My ſi ſter and my ſpouſe, he cries, am my love's, and he is mine; 

« Bound to my heart by various ties; Our hearts, our hopes, our paſſions join; 
% Thy pow'rful love my heart detains Nor let a motion, nor a word, 

© In ſtrong delight and pleaſing chains.“ } Nor thought ariſe to grieve my Leap 
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When thou ſaidſt, Scet ye my face; my heart ſaid unto thee, Thy face, Lokp, 
ewill I ſeek, PSALM xxviii. 8. I am thine, ſave me; for 1 have ſought 
thy precepts, PSALM CxiX. 94.— Divine anſwer ; They awho Jeet me early 
ſpall find me, Prov. vii. 17. The humble ſhall ſee this and be glad, and 
your hearts ſhall live that ſeek Gon, PsALl Mu Ixix. 32. Srex and ye ſhall 
find, Marr. vii. 7. And whoever finds me, finds life, PROV. viii. 3 5 
Far I am the lift, Joan xiv. 6. | 


UCH arguments and intreaties we may uſe with God, to ſtrengthen us in 
faith; he does not want them, but we do; and he is well pleaſed when we 
take him at his word. For if we would not draw near to Goo in prayer till our 
hearts were quickened, perhaps we might never come to it. Therefore we muſt 
not indulge ourſelves in ſuch a ſtate of dulneſs, but rather put a force upon ourſelves, 
and pray againſt our natural inclination. Being faithful and inſtant in this, we ſhall 
certainly have our affections warmed, and great power and bleſſings given from 
above, that our hearts may live. O Los p, 1 plcad thy precious promiſes and all 
thy former deliverances. Thou canſt not deny tay wo:d; I am a child of thy co- 
venant, and thou haſt laid thyſelf under an obligation to help me out, nzy to abide, 
to live and reign in me; let no fin henceforth have dominion over me. 


Los p, I addreſs thy heav'ply throne : There ſhed thy choiceſt love abroad, 
Call me a child of thine : And make my comforts ſtrong 

Send down the Spirit of thy Son Then ſhall I ſay, My Father Gop, 
To form my heart divine. With an unway'ring Wngye, 
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O my God, I truſt in thee ; let me not be aſhamed, Ps ALM xxv. 2. Inthes, 
O Los p, do I hope : thou wilt hear, O Lord my God, PsALu xxxviii. 
15. Let none that avait on thee be aſhamed, PSALM xxv. 3.—Divine an- 

ſwer; Hope makes not aſhamed, Ron. v. 5. They that truſt in the Lok p 
ſhall be as mount Zion, which abideth for ever, P8ALM cxxv. 1. Pr 

for help, and though it tarry, wait for it; becauſe it will ſurely come, it 
awill not tarry, HAB. ii. 3. Then thou ſhalt know, &c. Is Al. xlix. 33. 


OES Gop delay his promiſes, and the enemy raiſe a ſuſpicion 
againſt his faithfulneſs ? remember that it is ſaid, WATT. Thou 
art ſtil] in being, and ſhalt be a witneſs to Gop's faithfulneſs. If he was 
not faithful and true, he could not be Gop. His faithfulneſs is eternal, 
and as ſure and great as himſelf; above all our thoughts. Thou ſhalt 
at laſt the more gloriouſly experience it, and not be aſhamed : ſooner 
ſhall heaven and earth paſs away. He keeps truth for ever.” PsaLM 
cxlvi. 6. 


Happy the man whoſe hopes rely His truth for ever ſtands ſecure : 

On Ifrael's Gop : He made the ſky, He ſaves th'oppreſt, he feeds the poor ; 
And earth and ſeas, with all their train; | He ſends the lab' ring conſcience peace, 
And none ſhall find his promiſe vain, { And grants the pris'ner ſweet relcaſc. 
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And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unte me, 
Joan xii. 32. 


HIS he ſpoke of his death. It is the remembrance of his cruel 
ſhameful death, what he ſuffered, ſaid, and finiſhed, when he 

hung naked and wounded upon the croſs, that effectually captivates 
the ſinner's heart to himſelf. The ſharpeſt convictions, if not relieved 
by this fight, will never teach the heart to love, The ſtrongeſt reſo- 
lutions, unleſs made with this bleeding object in view, will melt away 
lice ſnow: But a crucified Saviour is a powerful magnet indeed; 


multitudes have been drawn by it from fin to holineſs, from Satan to 
Gov, from earth to heaven. 


Was it for caimes that I have done, But drops of grief can ne'er repay 
He groan'd upon the tree ? The debt of love I owe; 
Amazing pity ! grace unknown Here, Loa, I give myſelf away, 
And love beyond degree Ti all that I can do. 
* 
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Lowe ſeeketh not her caun, is not eafel ly 1 and never faileth, 
1 Cor. xiii. 5, 8. 


A 


T being my heart's defire, O my dear heavenly Father, once to love 
thee and my neighbour uprightly and ardently, I beg that thou 
wouldeſt let me know and enjoy thy love in CHxIST, which is the only 
means to come to the ſame : for how can I poſſibly be cold and hard, 
when reſting at the croſs of CHRIST, and in thy boſom, I enioy thy free 
grace, and truly experience thine infinite love towards me, the moſt 
miſerable and chiefeſt of finners? O may this melt down and change 


me thoroughly ! 


Had I the tongues of Greeks and. Jews, 
And nobler ſpeech than angels uſe, 

If Love be abſent, I am found 

Like tinkling braſs, and empty ſound, 


Were 1 inſpir'd to preach, and tell 
All that is done in heav'n and hell, 
Or cou'd my faith the world remove, 
Still I am wanting without Love. 


Shou'd T diſtribute all my tore 

To feed the bowels of the poor, 
Or give my body to the flame, 

To gain a martyr's glorious name; 


If Loves to Gop and Lov to men 
Be abſent, all my hopes are vain : 
Nor tongues, nor gifts, nor fiery zeal, 
The work of Love can e'er fulfil, 


I cannot bear this abſence, Loud; 

My life expires if thou depart : 

Be thou, my heart, ſtill near my Gop, 
And thou, my Gov, be near my heart. 


I was not born for earth and fin, 
Nor can I live on things ſo vile; 


3 


Unto thee, O Lorp, do I lift up my foul, Ps Alu xxv. I. Divine an- 
ſwer; Thou haſt heard the defire of the humble, thou wilt prepare their 


heart, thou wilt cauſe thine ear to hear, PSALM x. 7. 
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AITH only defires Cyx1sT, and does neither delight in the gain, 
nor grieve much at the loſs of temporal things; but,“ Faith, 
through an earneſt defire for CHRIST and his word, riſes above all 
« creatures, and overcomes all worldly pleaſures and fears.” And this 
being the work of God, will certainly be eccompliſhed ; nay, is looked 
upon as really accompliſhed already in our defires and endeavours after 
It ; in the ſame manner as evil deſires are reckoned for deeds in the 
ſight of God, though they never proceed to overt- acts. 


Yet 1 will ſtay my father's time, 
And hope and wait for heav'n a while. 


Then, deareſt Lon p, in thine embrace 
Let me reſign my fleeting breath, 
And with a ſmile upon my tace, 

| Paſs the important hour of death. 
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Draw near in the day that I will call upon thee : ſay unto me, Fear not- 
O Lord, plead thou the cauſe of my ſoul, and redeem my life, Lau. iii. 
$7, 58.—Govp's anſwer ; Fear not, for I am with thee, Is a. xliii. 5. 
1 am he that lives and was dead, and behold I am alive for evermere, 
and have the keys of hell and death, Rev. 1. 18. 


a HRIST has overcome death, led captivity captive, and by one 

'S offering perfected for ever them that are ſanctified.“ Hes. x. 
14. Whoever leaves this world, believing in him, being perfected al- 
ready, has nothing to fear after death, O! my heavenly Father, grant 
that the imperfect work of ſanctification may humble me much, but 
cauſe no fear of death, nor diſturb my filial confidence; ſince this does 
not depend on any particular N of holineſs, but only on my being 
in Car1sT, and being adopted through him; which the weakeſt child, 
as well as the ſtrongeſt, may boldly believe; having both like right, 
like grace, and like pardon. Being therefore a child, I am an heir, 


and ſhall find life and deliverance in death. 


Jam alpha, ſays the Saviour, In the Lon p is our perfection, 
I Omega likewiſe am; And in him our boaſt we'll make; 
] was dead, and live for ever, We ſhall ſhare his reſurrection. 


Gop Almighty and the Lamb. If we of his death partake. 
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Ard he gave him a fign, but Hezehiah rendered not again according to the be- 
nefit done unto him, for his heart was lifted up, 2 CHRON. xxxii. 24, 25. 


HAZ, truſting in the Aſſyrians for help, had refuſed a fign graciouſly offered 
by Gop as a token of deliverance. te did not chooſe to put his whole rruſt 
in G, though his pretence was, he would not tempt the Loxp. This might lead 
his ſon Hezekiah to aſk for a fign, and it proved a ſnare to him. The king of Baby- 
lon, on finding Hezekiah ſo highly honoured by the fun, thought it incumbent up- 
on him to ſend ambaſſadors with letters and a preſent to ſuch a favourite of the 
god of the Babylonians 
Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and ſought craftily to avail himſelf of this falſe 
notion ot the king of Babylon; and, by not affronting their god, he hoped to gain a 
ſafe protection againſt the king of Aſſyria.—Iſaiah was ordered to acquaint him, 
that as he preferred an arm of fleſh to his almighty Deliverer, he ſhould experience 
the ſad etfect of his folly in not honouring Gop ; and all that he had fo vainly ſhew- 
ed ſhould be carried to Babylon. Hezekiah ought to have teſtified to the ambaſſa- 
dors, that the Lox ov Gop of Iſrael ſtopped the ſun in its progreſs. He had here a 
fair opportunity of ſhewing them and their king the vanity of their idolatry in wor- 
ſhipping the ſun, evidently under the direction of a ſuperior Being. He ought alſo 
to have given Gos all the glory in this matter, and have reſted on him, and him 
alone, for ſafety, who had juſt then given him ſuch a ſtriking proof of his power 
and favour. -Worldly wiſdom is arrant folly, and, when ſet in oppoſition to the will 
of God, will beſure to diſappoint us. f ven the nobleſt inſtance of wiſdom and love 
Cod ever ſhewed in the ſalvation of ſinners by IESVS CMAS, if not accepted in 
God's own way, with humility and ſimplicity, will not have its defired effect. 
Worldly wiſdom enſnared Hezekiah; aarnal wiſdom and pride of heart ruin many 2 
ene, who otherwiſe probably might rejoice in the ſalvation of Jzsus. 
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Can r walk together, except they be agreed? Auos iii. 4, 


Rana I ſuppoſe thee a religious perſon, one that has been con- 
verted by the power of grace; one that is deſirous to glorify Gop 
in life and converſation ; one that has an intereſt in Ixsus, and wants to 
bave it made more manifeſt to thine own ſelf every day; one that con- 
ſiders this life as a paſſage to a better, and would be glad of a ſpiritual 
companion to go along with thee, for two are better than one.” Give 
not the right hand of fellowſhip to any before thou haſt tried him, for 
two cannot walk comfortably together except they are agreed : bring him 
to the law of Gop, the eternal, moral law of Gop, contained in the Ten 
Commandments, and aſk him, Does he look, upon that law of Gop as 
the rule of his life? If he denies it, avoid him. If he only ſays it is a 
rule, and for the matter of it a good one, avoid him. If he ſays it is a 
good rule to him, but a paſſive one that ſays nothing to him, ſtill avoid 
him. If he ſays he is not under the commanding power of it, turn away 
from him. But if he ſays, that he fincerely takes it as Gop's revealed 
will to him, owns the authority thereof over his conſcience and conver- 
ſation, ** Thus ſaith the Los,” breathing after univerſal obedience 
thereto, repenting and mour!10g where he falls ſhort thereof, and fleeing 
by faith to CHRIST for all peace and pardon, take ſuch a one for a 
triend and companion. 
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My foul fuinteth for thy ſalvation. My foul is continually in my hand: Up- 
hold me according to thy award, that I may live, and let me not be aſhamed 
of my hope. Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, as thou uſeſt to 
do unto theſe that love thy name, PSALM cxix. 81, 109, 116, 132. 


Los, I love thy name alſo, ſince thou art called merciful, gracious, 
long-ſuffering, and even the Lord our righteouſneſs; and there- 

fore I depend upon nothing of my own, but throw myſelf entirely upon 
thy free grace and righteouſneſs, which keeps me alone in peace. With- 
out thee | ain ignorant and weak; and Satan being as wicked as he is 
cunning, what would become of me, if I was not kept and preſerved by 
thee ? ** Thy name is a ſtrong tower, the righteous enter there and are 
e fafe;” there let me abide alſo continually, ſo ſhall I be ſafe from every 
adverſary. 


The arms of everlaſting love Salvation for a bulwark ſands, 
Beneath my ſoul he plac'd; To ſhield the ſacred place. 

And on the Rock of ages ſet | Satan may vent his ſharpeſt ſpite, 
My ſlipp'ry footſteps faſt, And all his legions roar 

The city of my bleſt abode Almighty mercy guards my life, 
Is wall'd around with grace; [ And bounds his raging pow 'r. 
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Net unto us, O Lokp, not unto us, but unto thy name be the glory, 
PSALM CXV. 1. 


OW little reaſon have we to glory in any thing of our own, ſince 
nothing but fin is ours, which even defiles that which is of Gop, 
O Load, grant that I may always give thee thy own; that I may know 
of no delight and glory but in thee, and have no other deſign and re- 
quelt, but to live in godly fimplicity, innocence, and quietneſs, for“ he 
that walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely,” Prov. x. g. and the beſt me- 
thod to have much confidence, 1s to have a ſingle eye, which does not 
ſeek its own. For whence is all diſquietude of mind, but from our 
own luits and unmortified affections, which are like the troubled ſea ? 
and what affords more peace than to have nothing at heart but the glory 
of Gop, and to count ourſelves worthy of no good. Thus we ſhall be 
enabled to call our misfortunes a happineſs, and be ſatisfied and praiſe 
the Loxp as much when he hath taken ſomething from us, as if he had 
granted a bleſſing ; being ſure that it tends to our good and to his glory, 
which he knows beſt how to promote, and that nothing but fin can 
make us unhappy and miſerable, | 


Great Gop ! how infinite art thou ! Our lives thro? various ſcenes are drawn, 
What worthleſs worms are we! And vex'd with trifling cares ; 
Let the whole race of creatures bow, While thine eternal thought moves on 


And pay their praiſe to thee, Thine undiſturb'd affairs, 
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Who Gall lay any thing to the charge of Gov's ele ? I is Gov that juſti- 
fieth, who is he that condemneth ? It is CHRIST that died, yea, rather, 
that it riſen again; who is even at the right hand of Gob, who aljo 
maketh interce//ion for us, ROM. viii. 33, 34. 


HERE is a ſtory, how the devil appeared to a dying man, and 
ſhewed him a parchment roll, which was very long, wherein was 
written on every ſide the fins of the poor ſick man, which were many in 
number: and there were alſo written the idle words he had ſpoken, 
which made up a great part of the words that he had ever ſpoken in his 
life ; together with the falſe words, the unchaſte words, and angry words ; 
afterwards came in rank his vain and ungodly wards; and laſtly, bis 
actions, digeſted according to the commandments : Whereupon Satan 
ſaid, See here, behold thy virtues ; ſee here what thy examination mutt 
be.—-Whereupon the poor ſinner anſwered, It is true, Satan, but thou 
haſt not ſet down all, for thou ſhouldeſt have added, and ſet down here 
below, The blood of Jzsus CurisT cleanſes us from all our ſins;“ 
and this alſo ſhould not have been forgotten, that Whoſoever believeth 
in Hu ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” Whereupon the 
devil vaniſned.— Thus if the devil ſhould muſter up our ſins, and ſet 
them in order before us, let but CurisT be named in a faithful way, 
and he will give back, and fly away with all ſpeed. 
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But wwe all with open face beholding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lox d, ars 
changed into the ſame image from glory to glory, 2 Cor. iii. 18. Therefore, 
let this mind be in you which was in CER1IST Jesus, PHIL. ii. 5. For he 
has left us an example that wwe ſhould folloau his flept, 1 PET. ii. 21. 


F, before we ſay or do any thing, we would' but always conſider whe. 

ther it was agreeable to the pattern of CHRIST, a multitude of fins 
- would not be committed. O Loxp, however miſerable I am, when ! 
humble myſelf before thee with a filial confidence, looking upon my ſelf 
as united to thee, and as the vilelt of ſinners, depending only upon thy 
free grace, I enjoy peace. Grant therefore, O my Gop, that this be- 
holding of thee may be my conſtant exerciſe, and that by this means! 
may be ſtrengthened chearfully to follow thy pattern daily, to be changed 
more and more into the glorious image of thy love, patience, and hy- 
mility, and thus to be truly prepared for eternal life. 


My dear Redeemer and my Lozp! | Such love, and meekneſs ſo divine, 
J read my duty in thy word; I would tranſcribe and make them mine. 
But in thy life the law appears, | 
Drawn out in living characters. Be thou my pattern, make me bear 

« INM re of thy gracious image here; 
Such was thy truth and ſuch thy zeal, | Then Gop the judge ſhall own my name 
Such'def rence to thy Father's will, | Among the foll'wers of the Lamb. 


J 207 


He maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on the good, and ſendeth rain on the 
guſt and on the unjuſt, MATT. v. 45. 


ANY ſerious people are very ready to give alms to the pious part of their poor 

brethren, but are afraid ct relieving a common beggar; and it muſt be owned, 
that, as riches are a talert from Gop, they who have them mutt be diſcreet in the 
diſtribution of them; the religious poor have the beſt claim, but others cught not 
to be entirely overlooked; as is plain from the conduct of Goo himſelf, for * He 
maketh his ſun,” &c. It may be ſaid, they will make an ill uſe of your bounty; 
bur what then ? is not this the very method of divine goodneſs? Is not this the 
very goodneſs that is recommended to us in ſcripture, by the imitating of which 
we may be © the children of our Father which is in heaven, who ſendeth rain on 
& the juſt and unjult ?** Shall I withhold a little money or food from mv iellow- 
creature, for fear he ſhouid not be good enough to receive it of me? Dol beg of 
Cop to deal with me, not according to my merit, but according to his own great 
goodneſs : and ſhall 1 be fo abſurd as to withhold my charity from a poor fellow- 
creature, becauſe he may perhaps not deſerve it? Shall 1 ufe a meaſure towards him, 
which I pray Gop never to uſe towards me? Lazarus was a common beggar, aud 
yet he was the care ot angels, and carried into Abraham's boſom, „I was a 
STRANGZR, and ye tock me in,“ faith our bleſſed Saviour; but who can per- 
form tlas duty, that will not rchieve perſons that are unknown to them? «© As we 
* have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto ail men, efpecially unto them 
* who are of ths houthola of faith.” 
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Though I wall through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear to 
evil, for thou art with me, thy rod and thy flaff comfort me, PSALM xxiii. 
4. See alſo Exvp. xiv. of the deliverance of ihe Iſraelites, and the 
deſtruction of the Egyptians in the Red Seca. 


O rejoice in the light is certainly moſt agreeable, but not always 

ſo profitable to every one, as ſometimes to walk in the dark, nay, 

in the valley of the ſhadow of death. In this conditioa ſome are more 

humble and cautious than the former, and the preciouſreſs of the glympſes 

of grace is more valued. O Logo, I will now willingly rely upon thy 

bare word, even when deprived of ſenſible comforts ; grant only that 

in death I may be refreſhed by the light of thy countenance. Amen. 

Yes, thou haſt promiſed © that the righteous ſhall have hope in his 
death,” Prov. xiv. 32. 


Death cannot make our ſouls afraid, | My fleſh itſelf Mall long to drop, 
If Gop be with us there; | And pray for the command. 

We may walk thro” our darkeſt ſhade, | Claſp'd in my heav'nly Father's arms; 
And never yield to fear. 1 ſhall forget my breath, + 

Lay I but climb to Piſgali's top, And loſe my life among the charms 


And view the promis'd land, Of ſo divine a death, 


Hear, ye children, the inſtrudtion of a father ; and attend to know under/tand- 
ing. We ſpeak that we do know, and teſtify that we have ſeen, Belowed, 
believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether they are of Gop, 
Prov. iv. 1. JOHN iii. 11. 1 Joan iv. 1. 


EADER, whoever thou art that comeſt to this book for inſtruction and edi. 
fication, let the following monitions, the reſult of long experience and obſer- 
vation, be acceptable unto thee , they are deſigned for thy ſpiritual good, will warn 
thee againſt errors, and, if complied with, give thee a true reliih of goſpel peace 
and redeeming love. Let © the life thou now liveſt in the fleſh be by faith in the 
« Sox of Gop.”* Labour after a conſtant ſon]-reviving fellowſhip with the Father 
and the Son, through the holy Spirit. Watch over thy paſſions, conduR, and con- 
verſation, fo as that the Spirit of the Lox be not grieved, nor his comfortable in- 
fluences withdrawn from thy ſoul. Be ready to every good work as thou haſt abi- 
lity and opportunity; and take ſpecial care that thy good be not evil ſpoken of 
through the manner of thy performing it. Let no external ſervices whatever, either 
reſpecting thy ſelt or others, ſuperſede a conſtant watchfulneſs over the inward mo- 
tions of thine own heart. Let the written word of Gop be thine invariable rule 
both in principle and practice. Feelings, impulſes, and fancies are apt to miſguide, 
and gives a poor worm a lotty idea ot his own conſequence. Whatever perſuafion 
advanceth not the Redeemer's honour, and tendeth not to magnity bis grace, work, 
and ſalvation, be ſure cometh not of him that calleth us. Be very earneſt after meek. * 
neſs, humility, patience, ſelf denial, inward holineſs, and all other graces of the 
Spirit; theſe carry their own evidence that they are wrought of Goo, and in their 
bleſſed effects will remain with thee for evermore. 
« My ſon, if thine heart be wiſe and experienced in theſe things, my heart ſha!y 
rejoice, even mine.“ 5 — 
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Open thou mine eyes, that I may ſee wonderful things out of thy law, Ps Al. 
exix. 18. Lighten mine eyes, left I irep the ſleep of death, Ps ALM xiii. 3. 
For with thee is the fountain of life, in thy light ſhall awe ſec light, Ps AL. 
xxxvi. 9.—Divine Anſwer ; I am come alight into the world, that auho- 
foever believes in me ſhould not abide in darkneſs, Joan xii. 46. The 
Lon p opens the eyes of the blind, PSALM cxlvi. 8. 


ANY imagine that their eyes are opened, and that they have clear 
notions of religion in their heads; but they ſee juſt like Eve af- 
ter eating the forbidden fruit, their hearts being corrupted and deſtitute 
of ſimplicity, a moſt eflential part of a chriſtian. For he that does not 
underſtand the word of Gop by the light of the holy Spirit, through 
prayer and faith, but only by his natural reaſon, is certainly blind ſtill, 
Rev. ili. 17. and one deviliſh and plauſible temptation to error and fin, 
is enough to break the ſtrongeſt chain of demonſtration, for it is only 
« faith that gets the victory, 1 Johan v. 4. 


The ſouls, enlight'ned from above, | But unbelief perverts the ſame 
With joy receive the word ; To guilt, deſpair, and death. 
They ſee what wiſdom, pow'r, and love 
Shines in their dying LORD. Till Gop diffuſe his graces down, 
Like ſhow'rs of heav'nly rain, 
The vital ſavour of his name In vain Apollo ſows the ground, 
Reſtores their fainting breath; | And Paul may plant in vain, 


1 211 


Mitbout me ye can do nothing; therefore, abide in me, Jonx xv. 4, ö. 


Can no more do without thee, O my dear Saviour, than the branch 

can without the vine! Keep me therefore always in thee, elſe I ſhall 
have recourſe to my old fancied ſtock of grace, though I have been a 
thouſand times convinced of my inſufficiency, May I never be left in 
the leaſt thing to my own ſtrength, but be directed, aſſiſted, and bleſſed 
by thee in all my doings, For as far as I truſt o mylelf, I am diftruſt- 
ful of thee, and conſequently weak ; and, on the other hand, the more 
] diſtruſt myſelf, the more I truſt to thee, and ſhall be ſtrengthened and 
bleſſed, 
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Son of Goo, thy bleſſing grant; Unſuſtain'd by thee, I fall; 

Still ſupply my ev'ry want ; Send the ſtrength for which I call; 
Tree of life, thine infl'ence ſhed, Weaker than a bruiſed reed, | 
With thy ſap my ſpirit feed. Help I ev'ry moment need. 

} Tend'reſt branch, alas! am I; | All my hopes on thee depend; 
Wither without thee, and die; Love me, ſave me to the end; 
Weak as helpleſs infancy ; z Give me thy continuing grace; 

O confirm my ſoul in thee! Take the everlaſting praiſe, 
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Offer unto Gop thankſgiving, and pay thy wows unto the moſt High, and 
call upon me in the day of trouble. I will deliver thee, and thou Salt glo- 
rify me. I boo offers praiſe, glorifies me : and to him that ordereth his 
conver/ation aright, will I ſhew the ſalvation of GOD. PsaLM 1, 14, 
15, 23. See allo Is al. xxv. 9. 


OTHING moves Gop more to hear us, than the glorifying him by 
faith with thankſgiving, and the keeping up a filial confidence in 
him, as our reconciled Father in Car1sT ; and nothing quickeneth us 
more in faith, than theſe ſureſt proofs of the hearing of our prayers. 
Thus Gop will certainly hear and deliver us, ſince all his ways are only 
deſigned to ſtrengthen us in faith, and to ſave our ſouls. What need 
we then to be afraid in times of trouble? ought we not rather tòdraw near 
to Gov in prayer and thankſgiving, and glorify him even beforehand ; 
confidently believing, that we ſhall certainly meet with new deliverances 


and quickenings of faith ? 


To what a ſtubborn frame | Break, ſov*reign grace, theſe hearts of ſtone 
Has fin reduc'd our mind ! And give us hearts of fleſh, 
What ſtrange ungrateful wretches we ? 
And Gov as ſtrangely kind. | Let old ingratitude 
| - Provoke our weeping eyes, 
Turn, turn us, mighty Gon, And hourly as new mercies fall, 
And movld our ſouls afreth ; | Let hourly thanks arite, 
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Say ye to the righteous that it ſhall be well with them, for they ſhall eat 
the fruit of their doings, ISA. iii. 10. Therefore mark the perfect man, 
and behold the upright : for the end of that man is peace, Ps. xxxvii. 37. 


ANY are for having that firſt which is not to be expected till the 
end; they would be glad of the triumph, but will not fight; the 
waiting for the Logp ſeems to them too long: But for the moſt glori- 
ous promiſes we muſt often wait the longeſt. Jacob was obliged to wait 
longer than Eſau, though he had greater promiſes than he: and how 
long was it before the promiſe of Car1sT, the greateſt of all, was ac- 
compliſhed ? It ought therefore well to be obſerved, that it is ſaid at 
laſt, “ It ſhall be well with the righteous, and the end of the upright 
« 1s peace; when his faith, love, and patience are tried enough in 
the furnace of afflitions, then the acceptable year ſhall come, and the 
bleſſed days of joy will appear. 


As ſparks break out of burning coals, He rules me by his well-known laws 
And ſtill are upwards borne; Of love and righteouſneſs, 
So grief is rooted in our ſouls, 
And man grows up to mourn. Not all the pains that e*er I bore 
Shall ſpoil my future peace, 
Yet with my Gop Ileave my cauſe, For death and hell can do no more 
And truſt his promis'd grace ; | Than what my Father pleaſe. 


P 3 


214 ern 


Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my reins and my heart, Ps. xxvi. 2. 
Search me, O Gon, and Anbau my heart, and ſee if there be any wicked 
away in me, and lead me in the way everlaſting, PSAL. cxxxix. 23, 24. 


OULD David, the man after Gop's own heart, not truſt himſelf, 

but preſent his heart to the Lord to be tried, much leſs can or 

ought we to truſt our hearts: For he that truſts in his heart,” ſays the 
wiſe man, is a fool,” Prov. xxviii. 26. We have more reaſon to be 
afraid of our own hearts, than of all other enemies. Nor can always 
the time of the operations of Gop exactly be accounted for: ſome- 
times it is hard to determine it in ourſelves, much more in reſpect to 
others. This is aſſuming the office of the ſearcher of hearts, cenſuring 
the holy Spirit, and modelling every thing to one manner of working, 
By experience we find it is aot with one as with another. Some may 
be worked upon in quite a different manner from what we have been ; 
and ſuch are perhaps the changes even in one hour, that the end may 
ſeem to be no more than the beginning, though all goes regular in the 
ſight of Gop. This ſhould check our judgment of others, and make 
us cautious in adviſing and direfting them in matters which concern 


their ſouls, 


Lox d, ſearch my ſoul, try ev'ry thought; Of walking in a falſe diſguiſe, 
Though my own heart accuſe me not I beg the trial of thine eyes. 
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LokD, all my defire is before thee. Search me, O God, and know my 
heart ;. try me, and know my thoughts, and ce if there be any wicked 
ay in me, and lead me in the way everlaſting, PSALM xxxviii. 9. 


and CXXXIX. 23, 24. 


NCOURAGED by thy bleſſed word of promiſe, O Loxp, that before men 
call, thou wilt anſwer, and whilſt they are yet ſpeaking, thou wilt hear, Is a. 

Ixv. 24. I now draw nigh to thee, and preſent my ſupplication before thee. 
Teach me by thy word and „ the things ot my everlaſting peace; let my ſoul 
be caſt in the mold of the goſpel, and let me be obedient to thy will in all things. 
Manifeſt thyſeli unto me, as thou doſt not to the world; ſhew me my inward cor- 
ruptions, and let me ſee into the depth of iniquity that is in my heart; grant me 
that © fear of the Lox D, which is the beginning of wiſdom; incline my heart unto 
thy teſtimonies ; lead me into all truth ;*' help me to learn, that“ he that be- 
© lieveth will not make haſte;” reſtrain the impetuofity of my natural temper, 
that I may do all things deliberately, as becometh one that feareth alway, that is 
ever looking unto thee for guidance and direction. Lox p, preſerve me calm in my 
ſpirit, gentle in my commands, and watchful that I ſpeak not unadviſedly with my 
lips; moderate in my purpoſes, yielding in my temper, where the honour of my 


| Gon! is not immediately concerned; and ever ſtedfaſt where needful. Lok b, grant 


me thy protection, and may thy blefling be upon me, that I bring not an evil re- 
port upon that good land I have been permitted to ſpy out; and approve myſelf 
ever mindful that thoſe that honour thee, thou wilt honour, Amen. 


Be with me, Loxp, where'er I go, Suggeſt whate'er I think or ſay, 
Learn me what thou wou'dit have me do; Direct me in the narrow way. 
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Strive to enter in at ihe ſtrait gate, LUKE xiii. 24. Work out your own 
Salvation auith fear and trembling, PHIL. ii. T2. Forgetting tho/e 


' - things that are behind, I reach forth unto theſe things which are before, 
PH1L, iii. 13. 
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E that feeds only upon Car1sT, and yet with fear and trembling 
works out his ſalvation, is in the right way; the former prevent- 
ing diſcouragement, and the latter preſumption. Grant, O Lox, 
that I may ſtill continue to fight the good fight of faith, and never look 
back on the fleſh-pots of Egypt; and “' rather choofe to ſuffer affliction 
with the people of Gop, than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſea- 
« ſon.” May nothing but the painful death which thou ſufferedſt for 
me, have always a place in my heart ; that thereby all unbeliet and 
ſlaviſh fears may be deſtroyed on one hand, and all ſecurity on the 
Other; fo as to walk at all times and in all places with holy and filiat 
reverence, as in thy preſence. Amen. 


As new-born babes defire the breaſt, Immortal principles forbid 
. To feed, and grow, and thrive; The ſons of Gos to fin, 
So ſaints with joy the goſpel taſte, 
And by the goſpel live, | Not by the terrors of a ſlave 
a Do they perform his will; 
Grace, like an uncorrupted ſeed, But with the nobleſt powers they have 
Abides and reigns within; His ſweet commands fulfil, 
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Create in me a clean heart, O Gon, and renew a right Spirit ewithin me. 
PsaLM li. 10, See Gop's anſwer, EzEK. xi. 19, 20. 


Glorious promiſe! but you may rely upon it, O my ſoul, and plead 

it in thy prayer, for it will certainly be accompliſned. And 

ve bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they fhall ſee Gon,” Marr. v. 8. 
In regard to juſtification, we are perfeQly clean by CHRIS T's atonement: 
but in regard to ſanctification, our hearts are not perfectly clean yer, 
but we have ſtill need to pray, Create in me a clean heart.” Amen. 
O Loxp! may thy blood and ſpirit cleanſe and ſanctify me thoroughly 


from all my fins. Amen, 


Bleſs'd with the joys of innocence 
Adam our fatiicr ſtood, 

Till he debas'd his {cul to ſenſe, 
And eat th'unlawful food. 


Now we are born a ſenſual race, 
To finful joys inclin'd ; 

Reaſon has loſt its native place, 
And fleſh enſlav'd the mind, 


| 


Great Gon! renew our ruin'd frame, 
Our broken pow'rs reſtore z 

Inſpire us with a heavenly flame, 
And fle/h ſhall reign no more. 


Eternal Spirit ! write thy law 
Upon our inward. parts ; 

And let the ſecond Adam draw 

His image on our hearts, 


a 7 US-T.-. «6 
And Enoch walked with Go, —Gen. v. 24. 


APPY they who, in their early days, are turned from fin, them- 
ſelves, and the world, by repentance towards Gop, and faith in 
the promiſed ſeed, as Enoch was, who, from the time of his converſion, 
walked with God in a continued progreſs in his work and ways. To 
* walk with God,” implies, an avowed diſſent from a ſinful generation, 
coming out from among them, and cleaving to the Log, as Noah and 
Caleb; and this Gop requires of all, 2 Cor. vi. 17.—A realizing the 
divine preſence, and fearing Gop always, as Joſeph, Nehemiah, and 
David vid; thereby avoiding every thing that would offend him, or 
hide the light of his countenance :—-Openly profeſſing an attachment to 
him, and his ſervice, as the higheſt honour and beſt intereſt, —It im- 
plies alſo an holy intimacy and communion with Gop, which is kept 
up by conſtant meditation, prayer, and praiſe ; hearkening to the voice 
of his word and Spirit, and walking humbly before bim; hereby holineſs 
is promoted and encouraged in the ſoul. Thus Enoch walked with 
*< /50D;” thus he maintained a holy confidence in him, committing 
all his ways to him, always expecting help from him, and rejoicing in 
the hopes of being with him for ever. 
For theſe happy ends the grace of Goo is ſufficient for all that ſee their want, 


and aſk it. The Lord help us to ſeek it, that, like Enoch, we may walk with 
Gop here below, and live with Him for ever in glory. Amen. 
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See that ye walk circumſpectly, not as fools, but as wiſe. Be ye therefore not 
unwiſe, but underſtanding what the will of the LoRD is, Een. v. 15, 17. 
T hat ye may approve things that are excellent, that ye may be ſincere and 
without offence, PHIL. i. 10. See alſo LUKE xil. 36. 


ELIEVERS have nothing more at heart than the will of Gop ; be- 
ing once convinced of that, they immediately ſet about it at all 
hazards ; but ſometimes they cannot come to a thorough true knowledge 
of the ſame without great conflicts and patience, Hes. x. 36. For the 
fleſh 1s oftentimes exceeding cunning and froward, often calling out, 
But bowſoever let me run,” 2 Sam. xviii. 23. But the Loxpb will ne- 
vertheleſs carry them through. Yes, Logo! this thou haſt done innu- 
merable times. O that I might trult thee alſo for the time to come, 
and not be ſo weak in faith any more. 


Beloved ſelf muſt be deny'd, Fleſh muſt be humbled, pride abas'd, 
The mind and will renew'd ; Leſt they deſtroy our fouls. 
Paſſion ſuppreſs'd and patience try'd, 
| And vain defires ſubdu'd. ' | Los ! can a feeble, helpleſs worm, 
| Fulfil a taſk ſo hard ? 
Fleſh is a dang'rous foe to grace, Thy grace muſt all my works perform, 
| Where it prevails and rules | And give the free reward. 
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And Enoch walked with Gon, — Gen. v. 24. 


APPY they who, in their early days, are turned from fin, them- 
ſelves, and the world, by repentance towards Gop, and faith in 
the promiſed ſeed, as Enoch was, who, from the time of his converſion, 
walked with Gop in a continued progreſs in his work and ways. To 
* walk with God,” implies, an avowed diſſent from a ſinful generation, 
coming out from among them, and cleaving to the Lorp, as Noah and 
Caleb; and this Gop requires of all, 2 Cos. vi. 17.—A reahzing the 
divine preſence, and fearing Gop always, as Joſeph, Nehemiah, and 
David did; thereby avoiding every thing that would offend him, or 
hide the light of his countenance :—Openly profeſſing an attachment to 
him, and his ſervice, as the higheſt honour and beſt intereſt.—It im- 
plies alſo an holy intimacy and communion with Gop, which is kept 
up by conſtant meditation, prayer, and praiſe ; hearkening to the voice 
of his word and Spirit, and walking humbly before him; hereby holineſs 
is promoted and encouraged in the ſoul. Thus Enoch walked with 
*« /30D;” thus he maintained a holy confidence in him, committing 
all his ways to him, always expecting help from him, and rejoicing in 
the hopes of being with him for ever. 
For theſe happy ends the grace of Gop is ſufficient for all that ſee their want, 


and aſk it. The Lord help us to ſeek it, that, like Enoch, we may walk with 
God here below, and live with Him for ever in glory. Amen. 
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See that ye walk circumſpeckly, not as fools, but as wiſe. Be ye therefore not 
unwiſe, but underſtanding what the will of the LORD is, Een. v. 15, 17. 


T hat ye may approve things that are excellent, that ye may be ſincere and 


evithout offence, PHIL. i. 10. See alſo LUKE xli. 36. 


ELIEVERS have nothing more at heart than the will of Gop ; be- 
ing once convinced of that, they immediately ſet about it at all 
hazards ; but ſometimes they cannot come to a thorough true knowledge 
of the ſame without great conflicts and patience, Hes. x. 36. For the 
fleſh is oftentimes exceeding cunning and froward, often calling out, 
„But bowſoever let me run,” 2 Sam. xviil. 23. But the Lorp will ne- 


vertheleſs carry them through. Yes, Logo! this thou haſt done innu- 


merable times. O that I might trult thee alſo for the time to come, 
and not be ſo weak in faith any more. 


Beloved ſelf muſt be deny'd, | Fleſh muſt be humbled, pride abas'd, 
The mind and will renew'd; Leſt they deſtroy our fouls. 

Paſſion ſuppreſs'd and patience try'd, 
And vain defires ſubdu'd. | Lorry! can a feeble, helpleſs worm, 


Fulfil a taſk ſo hard ? 


# 


Fleſh is a dang'rous foe to grace, Thy grace muſt all my works perform, 


Where it prevails and rules [ And give the free reward. 
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pe be reproached for the name of CHRIs T, happy are ye; for the Spirit 
of glory and of Go refteth upon you, 1 PET. iv. 14, 19. Rejoice ye 
zn that day, and leap for joy, for, behold your reward is great in hea- 
den, Lutz, vi. 23. Wheſocever ſhall confeſs me before men, him will I 
confeſs before my Father who is in heaven; but whoſoever ſhall deny 
mne, &c. MATT. x. 32, 33+ 


NWARD ſufferings are greater afflictions than thoſe outward perſe- 
cutions, which chriſtians bring not upon themſelves by giving un- 
neceſſary offence, by ſelf-will, imprudent and unreaſonable behaviour, 
ſoaring beyond the limits of the written word of Gos: but neither do 
they ſhun it, being willing to ſuffer every thing after the will of Gop, 
rather than to hurt the caufe of Gop in the leaſt, and depart a hair's 
breadth from his expreſs will, out of complaiſance to the world. They 
openly confeſs CHRIST their LorD, and do not mind to be called fools 
by the wicked, as they are perſuaded that at laſt they will call themſelves 
by that name; therefore they care not for the approbation and praiſe of the 
world, but count it a great honour to bear the reproaches of Caz1sT. 


Bleſs'd are the ſuff*rers who partake - The Lamb ſhall lead his heav'nly flock 
Of pain and ſhame for IEsusS' ſake; Where living fountains riſe, 
Their ſouls ſhall triumph in the Logy; And love divine ſhall wipe away 

, + Glory and joy are their reward. The ſorrows of their eyes. 


rit 
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Tale hecd to your ſpirit, MaLAcht ii. 15. The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and deſperately wicked, aubo can know it? IER. xvii. g. 


VEN believers feel this wickedneſs of their hearts, Ps. xxx. 7, g. 
For the heart has many ſecret ways and private loop-holes, that 
is, ſinful luſts can hide themſelves ſo well, that they ſeem to be quite 
overcome : but upon occaſion, eſpecially when we are careleſs, they 
ſpring up again, though ſometimes under other, and perhaps quite 
ſpiritual names. 'Therefore we ought always to be jealous of ourſelves, 
For the fleſh is never more fleſhly and dangerous, than when it has the 
moſt ſpiritual appearance, and covers its luſts with the holineſs and 
ſpirituality of angels. 


Sin has a thouſand treach'rous arts She pleads for all the joys ſhe brings, 
To practiſe on the mind: And gives a fair pretence ; 

With flatt' ring looks ſhe tempts our hearts] But cheats the ſoul of heav'nly things, 
But leaves a ſting behind. | And chains it down to ſenſe. 

With names of virtue ſhe deceives So on a tree divinely fair F 
The aged and the young : | Grew the forbidden food; 

And while the heedleſs wretch believes, | Our mother took the poifen there, 
She makes his fctters ſtrong, 1 And tainted all her bivud, 


* 
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O /end out thy light and thy truth ; let them lead me, let them bring me unto 
thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles, Ps ALM xliii. 3.—Divine anſwer ; 
The path of the juſt is as the ſhining light, that ſhineth more and more 
unto the perfect day, PRov. iv. 18. 


HE wiſer we are in our own conceits, the more negligent are we 

in prayer, and more deſtitute of true wiſdom and faith. For 

the Lord gives fight only to the blind, and to the babes,” who pray 

for it. Therefore the deepeſt humblings go before the greateſt bleſſ- 

ings. O my bleſſed Saviour! ſince J am always blind and ignorant of 

myſelf, if I am not guided by thine eyes, I'defire always to look up to 
thee, and do every thing under thy direction. 


Prevent me, left I harbour pride, Aſſiſt and teach me how to pray; 
Leſt I in my own ſtrength confide ; Incline my nature to obey; 
Shew me my weakneſs; let me fee What thou abhorr'ſt, that let me flee, 
I have my pow'r, my All from thcee. And only love what pleaſes thee. 

ö 
Enrich me alway with thy love; O may never do my will, 
My kind protector ever prove; But thine, and only thine fulfil ; 
Thy ſigner put upon my breaſt, Let all my time, and all my ways 
And let thy Spirit on me reſt, j Be ſpent, and ended to thy praiſe, 
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By grace ye are ſaved, EPREs. ii. 5. 


O rely on grace, and deſire to be ſaved only by free grace, is a 
ſweet exerciſe ; but ſo far from being practiſed enough, that we 
have all need to learn the prayer of the publican better ſtill, fince the 
Phariſee is ever buly to creep in again. But care mult be taken, that 
we do not build our faith only upon the ſweet enjoyments of the grace 
of Gop in our hearts, but alſo upon the grace in the heart of God, 
as it is recovered by Car1sT, and promiſed to us through CHRIST. 
For which reaſon Gop ſometimes denies us ſenſible enjoyments, that 
true faith may. begin to act like itſelf, and depend upon nothing but his 
free grace in CHRIST. And this we have alſo boldneſs to do, ſhould we 
even ſeem to fall ſhort of the due meaſure of faith, godly ſorrow, and re- 
pentance. For face there is no merit to be placed in thete things, there 
is no certain meaſure and degree preſcribed to all, but it is enough truly to 
hate fin, to defire grace, and ſincerely to enter upon the chriſtian race. 


Tis not by works of righteouſneſs, *Tis by the water and the blood 
Which our own hands have done; Our ſouls are waſh'd from fin, 
But we are ſav'd by ſov'reign grace, 
Abounding thro* his Son. | Rais'd from the dead, we lis e a- new; 
And juſtify d by grace, , 
Tis from the mercy of our Go We ſhall appear in glory tco, 
That all our hopes begin j And ſee out Father's face. 


N 
[ 
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Whoſoever committeth fin, tranſgreſſeth alſo the laau; fur fin is the tram ff 
greffion of the law ; and ye know that he wwas manifeſted to take away 


our fins, 1 Joux iii. 4, 5 


HERE is a far greater power in the blood of CHRIST to fave and 
cleanſe, than in fin to defile and deſtroy, Rom. viii. 3. The lau- 
became weak to do good, but it hath power to condemn ; *©** The 
* ſtrength of fin is the law; the law gives ſtrength to fin, becauſe, by 
virtue of the curſe of the law, fin reigns, and defiles the fouls of men, 
through that righteons curſe ; ** The ſoul that fins ſhall die.” But the 
blood of Jesus ChRIsT hath greater power to ſave, than ſin, together 
with the law, hath to condemn, for the blood of CurtsT takes away 
and aboliſheth it utterly ; where this blood is applied, and brought 
nome, fin itſelf cannot ruin that foul. The ſoul is poiſoned and cor- 
rupted by fin ; but the blood of CHRIST takes away that poiſon, and 
makes the ſoul pure and holy, as if it had never ſinned. Therefore as 
to thoſe diſcouragements, I ſhall never get power againſt theſe cor- 
*« ruptions, they will be my ruin ;” theſe are deep reſſectings on Ixsus 
Cnkisr, as if fin were ſtronger than He; as if thy ſin were more 
powerful to damn thee, than Cu1sT is to fave thee, 
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Be ye not as the horſe or as the mule, which have no underſtanding : auh 
' mouth muſt be held in with bit and bridle, left they come near unto thee; 
PSALM xxxii. 9. Therefore, if ye call on the Father, who, without 
re/pe# of per/ons, judgeth according to every man's work, paſs the time 


* 


of your ſojourning here in fear, 1 PET. 1. 17. 


Wretched man ! doſt thou really believe that God is the judge 

of all things, even what is privately done, the ſecrets of the heart 
not excepted ; how canſt thou meet thy Judge in this thy ſecurity of 
hypocriſy, without a true change of the heart? Doſt thou think that 
there is ſuch a thing as diſſembling, excuſing, or eſcaping then, as there 
is now? By no means! O begin, therefore, in time to conſider it 
well. How wilt thou appear before that awful, holy, and impartial 
judgment-ſeat ? What canſt thou anſwer for thyſelf ? and what muſt 
then become of thee ? | 


O God, mine inmoſt ſoul convert ! Be this my one great bus'neſs here, 
And deeply on my thoughtful heart With ſerious induſtry and fear 
Eternal things impreſs ; My future bliſs t'enſure; 


Give me to feel their folemn weight, Thine utmoſt counſel to fulfil, 
And tremble on the brink of fate, And ſuffer all thy righteous will, 
And wake to righteouſneſs. | And to the end endure. 


2 — 
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Be firong and of a good courage, I quill te awith thee,” T will no 28 thee, 

| nor, for ſake thee. Only be thou firong and very courageous O ſweet 
commandment! Be not afraid, neither be thou di ;/mayed; for: the Lory 

thy God is with thee whither/oever thou goeft, O _ promiſe ! 

Josnvwa i. 5, 6, 9. Nay, I have talld thee by thy name : 7 have 


1 thee, though thou haſt not known me, Is a. xlv. 4. 


OD requires nothing but faith, which animates to do great things, 
makes chearful, ſtrong, and eaſy in difficulties. Therefore have 

thou always the higheit confidence in Gov, and fear nothing; for he i is 
with thee in all things. He that has but this one care and fear, not to 
diſpleaſe him, need not care for or fear any thing elſe. His ſafety 
is inſured in the promiſe of 'Gop, who will keep him harmleſs i in all 


things. 
Awake, our ſouls, (away our fears, But they forget the mighty Goo, 
Let ev'ry trembling thought be gone) T hat feeds the ſtrength ot ev'ry ſaint, 
Awake and run the heav'nly race, | | | 
And pur a chearful courage on. From Him, the overflowing ſpring, 
Our ſouls ſhall drink a freſh ſupply ; 
True, * tis a ſtrait and thorny road, While ſuch as truſt their native ſtrength 
And mortal ſpirits tire and faint ; Shall melt away, and droop, and die, 
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Behold the LauB of Gon, who takes away the fins of the world “. 
Joux i. 29. The/e are they who came out of great tribulation, and 
have waſhed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lams. Therefore are they before the throne of GoD, and ſerve him 
day and night in his temple, REv. vii. 14, 15. | 


E that waſhes himſelf continually in the blood of CartsT, does 

. & not make light of fin, but deteſts it above all things; for what 
can be more abcminable than ſin, ſince it cannot be taken away but by 
the blood of the Son of Gop ? This humbles and makes us ſerious ; 
and without this, it is not right with our ſouls. To ſpeak continually 
of the blood of the Lamb, and yet be puffed up, boaſt, and trifle with 
ſin, cannot agree together, Lak | | | 


Now will I hate thoſe luſts of mine | Nor will I ſpare the guilty things 
That crucify'd my Gop, f That made my Saviour bleed. 
Thoſe fins that pierc'd and nail'd his fleſh 
Faſt to the fatal wood. Whilſt with a melting, broken heart 
My murder'd Lox» I view, ; 
Yes, my Redeemer, they ſhall die, I'll raiſe revenge againſt my fins, 
My heart has ſo decreed ; | And lay the murd'rers too. 
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Perily T ſay unto you, they have their reward, Marr. vi. 3. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Loxp, the 
righteous Fudge, ſhall give me at that day; and not to me only, but 


unto all them alſo that love his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 8. 


OR this crown faith ftrives. And becauſe this faith juſtifies, it 
makes the world ſay, Well, I alſo believe: But where is their 
conflict and conqueſt? It is anſwered ; I rely on CHRIST and grace. 
But Canaan was alſo a free gift of grace, and yet it was not taken 
without conflicts. And, moreover, as worldly people are not ac- 
quainted with the wickedneſs of their hearts, they do not truſt alone 
upon grace, but upon their outward form; ſelf- love and pride reign- 


ing in their hearts. 


No works nor duties of your own Walk in the light of your own fire, 
Can for the ſmalleſt fin atone : | Enjoy the fparks that ye defire. 


The robes that nature may provide 


Will not your leaſt pollutions hide. This is your portion at my hands, 


| Hell waits you with her iron bands; 
Ye ſons of pride, that kindle coals You ſhall lie down in ſorrow there, 
With your own hands to warm your fouls ] In death, in darkneſs, and deſpair. 
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Let us run with patience the race that is ſet before us, Hes. xii. 1. 


T ſeems a contradiction to run with patience; for running is active, and patience 
paſſive; and therefore one is diſtin from the other, if not oppoſite; but he 
that runs, and wants patience, will never get to the end of his race: For in the race 
of God's commandments, men have foul-play ; one comes and rails on him for his 
zeal, for running ſo faſt, when he thinks himſelf too flow; another gives him a 
blow, and ſtrikes him down, and up he gets and runs again. Every man will make 
room, and give way to him that is in a race here, while he that runs the heavenly 
race may expect, and will find many ſtand in his way, and ſtop him all they can, 
ſo that he will have great need of patience ; without it every thing will offend him. 
What is a wiſe man, a zealous man without patience? He will bear nothing, ſuffer 
nothing, and can do no great good. David had many enemies that ſpake miſchiev- 
ous things againſt him, and laid ſnares for his life; but he was as a deaf man that 
* heard not, and as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth.“ Saul was twice in 
his power, yet he would not avenge himſelf of him : he wanted neither courage nor 
wiſdom ; he had a ſtirring ſpirit, a working head, was ſenfible of wrongs, knew 
himſelf innocent, his adverſaries malicious; his thoughts muſt needs be troubled, 
and yet he is his own man under all; he committed his cauſe to Goo, his patience 
was in exerciſe, and he waited Gop's time of deliverance. CarisT's active and 
paſſive obedience made him a complete Mediator; may thy active and paſſive graces, 
reader, make thee a complete chriſtian, 


Awake our ſouls l fears From Cur1sr, the overflowing ſpring, 
Let ev'ry trembling thaught be gone) Our ſouls ſhall drink a freſh ſupply ; 
Awake and run the heavenly race, While ſuch as truſt their native ſtrength 
And put a chearful courage on. Shall melt away, and droop and die. 
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Whem Gov hath jet forth to be a propitiation, (or a propitiatory) through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins that 


are paſt, through the forbearance of God, Rom. iii. 25. ; 

OD hath ſet forth the propitiation; from all eternity he propoſed Cxz1sT to 

be the propitiatory ; the ſpring of all is from the Father, who is love: he pro- 
poſed, revealed, and made CRRISIH known to Adam, to Abraham, to the Prophets; 
he propoſed the propitiatory as an object of faith in all the ſacrifices that were types 
of Cxr1$T ; this propitiatory is clearly and fully ſet forth in the goſpel- diſpenſation. 
In this plan the righteouſneſs and juſtice of God is declared, while he vindicates the 
Honour of his perfections and laws, and maintains the 4uthority of his government 
by puniſhing the offences of rebel-ſubjes in the ſufferings of “the Surety, who 
« was made fin, an offering for fin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
« Gop in him.” | 3 
, Whither ſhall I, a poor ſinner, conſcious of guilt, and apprehenſive of wrath, fly 
for refuge? Where ſhall I find it? Where but under the covert of atoning blood! 
While others have recourſe to refuges of lies, and would eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of 
their own, in the Loxp my righteouſneſs I find reſt and ſafety ; having fled fer 
« retuge to lay hold on the hope Tet before me; in CnRIST my hope, I ſhall have 
« ſtrong conſolation.” Does Jexovan from this mercy-ſeat offer pardon to me, a 
« rebel-finner ? Do I hear his voice beſeeching me to be reconciled to him through 
„ CurisT my propitiatory and peace?“ ſhall I not hear this voice of mercy, and 
live, and joy in Gop through CHRIST, by whom I receive the atonement! Will 
Gop commune with me from this mercy-ſeat, and bleſs me with the manifeſtations 
of his love! O delightful interview, when molt alone, retired from the world, but 
leaſt alone when with my Gop ! O the inexpreſſible pleaſure of ſecret devotion, of 
« a life hid with Cyz1sT in Gop !” If the contemplation of divine love here below 
is ſo raviſhing, O what ſhall 1 experience above! © My God, guide me here by 
„thy counſels, and afterwards receive me to glory.“ 
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No. man tan ferwe two maſters, for either he will hate the one, and love 


the other; or elſe he will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other, Ye canner 
| ſerve Gop and Manmon, Marr. vi. 24. 


OTH Satan tempt thee; either by pleaſures, dignitins, or profits ? 

O my ſoul! ſtand upon thy guard, gird on thy ſtrength with ſuch 
thoughts as theſe : What can the world profit me, if the cares of it 
choak me ? How can pleaſares comfort me, if their ſting poiſon me ? 
Or what advancement i is this, to be triumphing in honour before the face 
of men here, and to be trembling with confuſion before the throne of 
God hereafter ? What are the delights of the world,.to the peace of my 
conſcience, or the joy that is in the HoLy GrnosT ? What are the ap- 
plauſes of men, to the crown prepared by Goo? Or what i is the gain 
of the world, to the loſs of my ſoul? The vanity of the creature is far 
beneath the excellency of my ſoul ; and the things of time not worthy to 
be mentioned with the things of eternity. Two maſters of ſuch oppoſite 
principles as God and Mammon, [ cannot ſerve; therefore, Satan, up- 
on the moſt deliberate conſideration, I muſt give thee and thy ſervice 
up, for thou biddeſt me to my loſs. | 
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O taſſe and fee that the Lord 7s good, PSALM xxxiv. 8. Jgsus Chnisr, 
the ſame yifterday, and to-day, and for ever, HEB. xiii. 8. 


HERE is an infinite fulneſs of all ſpiritual bleſſings treaſured up in Cuz1sT 

1 Jssus for all his people; and out of his fulneſs they do receive, even grace 
for grace. But alas! we are flow. of heart to believe the truth: we pleaſe ourfelves 
with ſmall things, and come flowly forward to a daily growth out of that fulneſs. 
Young converts, enamoured with what they have in hand, or living upon their 
feelings, are ready to flee from knowledge, as ſomething dangerous and deſtructive 
of holineſs ; and mere profeſſors are apt to deny and even deride thoſe precicus 
feelings, as though the affections were mere neutrals in the chriſtian religion, and 
that the whole conſiſted in having a crouded head. Come then, O my ſoul, diveſt 
thyſelf from the pride of party, and the ſtrife of tongues : be thou an humble ſup- 
plicant at the feet of JESUS, for a live coal from off the altar, to purge away thine 
iniquity, and to warm thy affections; and likewiſe for the aids of the holy Spirit, 
to lead thee into © the knowledge of the only true Gop and Jzsvs CHRIS whom 
« he hath ſent.” Then ſhalt thou not only taſte but ſee, not only ſee but taſte, 
both ſweetly taſte, and clearly ſee, that © the Lord is good.“ 
the rich depths of love divine On thee alone my hope relies, 
Beneath thy croſs I fall; 


Of bliſs a boundleſs ſtore ; 
Dear Saviour, let me call thee mine, My Los d, my life, my ſacrifice, 


I cannot wiſh for more. a My Saviour and my All, 


* 


| 
| 
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We ſpeak the wiſdom of Gop in a myflery, even the hidden wiſdom, which 
Gop ordained before the world to cur glory, 1 COR. ii. 7. 


HERE are ſome things declared in the goſpel, which are abſo- 
lately its own, that are proper and peculiar unto it ; ſuch as have 

no footſteps in the law, or in the light of nature, but are of a pure Re- 
velation, peculiar to the goſpel. Of this nature are all things con- 


cerning the love and will of God in Car1sT JEsus; the myſtery of his 


Incarnation, of his Offices, and whole Mediation, of the Diſpenſation 
of the Spirit, and our Participation thereof, and our Union with 
Cnxisr thereby; our Adoption, Juſtification, and effectual Sanctifica- 
tion thence proceeding: In a word, every thing that belongs unto the 
purchaſe and application of ſaving grace, is of this ſort. Theſe things 
are purely and properly evangelically peculiar to the goſpel alone. 
Hence the apoſtle Paul, unto whom the diſpenſation of it was com- 
mitted, puts that eminency upon them, that (in compariſon) he reſol- 
ved to inſiſt on nothing elſe in his preaching, 1 Cos. ii. 2. And to 
that purpoſe doth he deſcribe his miniſtry, Eras. iii. 7—11. | 
Reader, obſerve theſe two things ; what Gop reveals in his word, 
let thy reaſon ſubmit unto : what be propo/es as objects, or matter of 
faith, beg of him to enable thee to believe. 
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Bleſſed Be the Gov and Father of our LoxD JEsUus CHRIST, who hath 
' bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things in CuarisT, 
EPHES. i. z. | 


ROM natural conſtitution we earneſtly expect preſent gratification. It is by 
no means ſufficient, therefore, to explain to us our duty, or enforce it by future 
rewards and puniſhments. There mutt be pleaſures at hand, to counteract the 
folicitations of ſin, and outbid, as it were, all that ſorcereſs can offer. The rel{. 
ligion of Jrsvs is conſtituted in this manntr—it brings the poſſeſſion of the beſt 
happineſs here; a rich forctaſte in this life of heavenly glory. . Salvation cometh of - 
the Lon p to the ſinner upon believing, juſt as a moſt ample eſtate bequeathed to a 
beggar in debt; at once it alters his whole condition, pays all he owes, ſupplies all 
he wants, gives him rank, figure, and authority, to which betore he was a perfect 
ſtranger. hoe " ro. | 
Such bleſſedneſs in the pardon of all my fins, in acceſs to Gop. with confidence 
in victory over my ſpiritual enemies, give me, O my Gop, to enjoy 


Thou only ſov'reign of my heart, | Let earth's alluring joys combine 
My refuge, my almighty friend, While Thou art near in vain they call; 
How can my foul from thee depart, | One ſmile, one bliſsful ſmile of thine, 
On whom alone my hopes depend ? My deareſt Lox p, outweighs them all. 
Eternal life thy words impart, Low at thy ſeet my ſoul wou'd lie, 
On theſe my ſainting ſpirit lives Here ſafety dwells, and peace divine, 
Here ſweeter comforts chear my heart, | Still let me live beneath thine eye, 
Than all the round of nature gives. For life, eternal life, is thine. 
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Npare not, lengthen thy cords, and ſtrengthen thy lakes. For thou Salt break 


forth on the right hand and on the left ; and thy jeed ſhall inherit the Gen- 
riles, and make the deſolate cities to be inhabited, Isa. liv. 2, 3. 


OW comfortable is it to the religious man to behold an increaſe of 

the true worſhippers of God! and more eſpecially in that place, 
where his ſoul has dwelt as among lions, and been “ vexed from day 
* to day with the filthy converſation of the wicked ?” To fee the banner 
of CHRIST ſet up there, and numbers flock unto it, as doves to their 
windows—to ſee the kingdom of Satan weaken and contract, and the 
kingdom of Gov and his CHRIST ſtrengthen and enlarge—to fee the 
hand of the Lokd protecting and providing for his people—going be- 
fore them, like the pillar and cloud, refreſhing them by day and by 
night: — This is indeed a feaſt of fat things. Lord, grant that I may 
be thankful for what I have already ſeen, and may behold thy glory 
thus diſplayed more and more. And while thou lengtheneſt our cords, 
do thou help us to ſtrengthen our ſtakes ; by holding faſt the form of 
ſound words, living as perſons profeſſing godlineſs, ſhewing that we are 
chriſtians indeed, by love to each other, and keeping the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. Thus ſhall our light ſhine before men, and 
the light of thy goipel break forth on the right hand and on the leit, 


and make the deſolate cities to be inhabited. 
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Fa man alſo firive for maſteries, yet is he not crowned except he ſtrive laau- 
fully, 2 Tiu. 11. 5. namely, in faith, by which we have the victory. 
And as the enemies return again and again, and always become more 
- crafty and more ſtrong, we mult continually be in arms, 1 now, 
'* rhe kingdom of heaven ani violence, MATT. xi. 12. | 


F thoſe cannot expect to be crowned, who ſtrive, but not lawfully, 
what muſt become of thoſe who do not ſtrive at all? O Lox, 
ſtrengthen me therefore to get the victory, for it greatly exalts thy glory 
if the power of mine enemies is broke: and the leaſt degree of thy grace 
and ſtrength is able to overcome the greateſt power of fin at laſt, which 
is thy promiſe, and cannot fail of being performed; ſince in the former 
there is the promiſe of life and growth, whilſt the latter is condemned to 
death, and actually dies more and more if nailed to the croſs of Cyrisrt. 


Stand up, my ſoul, ſhake off thy fears, | Eternal chains confine him down 
And gird the goſpel armour on; To fiery deeps, and endleſs night, 
March to the gates of endleſs joys, 
Where thy great captain-Saviour's gone, | What tho? thine inward luſts rebel, 

\ Tis but a ſtruggling gaſp for life; 
What tho' the prince of darkneſs rage, The weapons of victorious grace 
And. waſte the fury of his ſpite ? Shall lay thy ſins, and end the ſtriſe. 
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So then, it is net of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of Gon 
that ſheweth mercy, Rom. 1x. 10. Thou haſt a little ſtrength, Rev. iii. 8. 
But go in this thy might, &c. Surely I will be with thee, J upd. vi. 14, 16. 


Little ſtrength is alſo the ſtrength of Gop through Car1sT the ſecond Adam, 

and conſequently ſtronger than the power of Satan and the firſt Adam, ſhould 
it ſcem ever ſg ſtrong. Nay, it is the death of the old man already, and kills him by 
degrees more and more; till at laſt, when we drop this body ot tin, it will deſtroy 
him entirely. Believers in ſuch a ſtate may think themſclves weaker than before 
they had any grace, not being able now to put ſuch a force upon themſelves as for- 
merly. But it is to be remembered, that hypocriſy and proud nature, defirous of be- 
ing ſeen and taken notice of, ſometimes can outdo grace in many outward things, 
and have a better appearance in the eyes of man: for real chriſtians, not being will- 
ing to be worked upon by nature any longer, and yet having but little ſtrength, can- 
not put ſuch a conſtraint upon themſelves continually, but they may be in this man- 
ner toſſed to and fro; which the LospD wilctly permits for their good, to convin.s - 
them the more of their own inſufficiency and nothingneſs, that they may rely on the 
ſtrength of the LoD. Therefore we muſt not give over praying and hoping in this 
caſe; but as it is only the mercy and power of CRRIST, which preferves and 
ſtrengthens the poor and feeble, we rather ought to be more earneſt ia drawing near 
to him with all our miſery, wearineſs, and nakedneſs. 


Mere mortal pow'r ſhall fade and die, But we that wait upon the Log o, 
And youthful vigour ceaſe ; Shall feel our ſtrengeh increaſe, 
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Tf after they have e/caped the pollutions of the world, through the knowledge off. 
the LORD and Saviour Jxs us CHRIST, they are again intangled therein, and 
overcome, the latter end is worſe with them than the beginning, 2 PET. ii. 20. 


OME not only deny ſtrong temptations, but even all inward evil ſug- 
geſtions and ſtrivings againſt the ſame, eſpecially in experienced 
chriſtians ; but it is quite the contrary : for beginners ſtrive generally 
more againſt the outward pollutions of the world, whilſt the experienced 
turn their force more againſt their inward ſpiritual iniquities. There- 
fore take heed to your ſpirit, though your meaning be ever ſo good, and 
our aſſurance ver ſo great. Be not high-minded, for fear of falling. 
Beware of all fins; for the leaſt may unawares and by degrees draw thee 
into many others, ſo as to be at laſt intangled in ſuch a manner, that 
without great watchfulneſs it will be impoſſible to be diſengaged, there- 
fore be not deceived: flee all occafions of fin. Say not within thyſelf, 
Ir is no matter ; it concerns only outward things, which do not belong 
to the eſſence of chriſtianity : for ſuch outward liberty is a ſure evidence 
of a falſe inward levity and lightneſs of mind. And by conforming to 
the world, we give a good handle to the enemy of ſouls to ruin us; and 
by ſad experience we ſhall be convinced 1n time, that our latter end is 


worſe than the beginning, 


O for a perſevering pow'r We would defile our hearts no more, 
To keep4by juſt commands No more pollute our hands, 
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Vit be poſſible, as much as lies in you, live peaceably with all men, 
R Rom. xii. 18. 


"THERE is much conteſt in the world about aeum and tuum, that is 
mine and thine; but believers taking CHRIST for their only pro- 
perty whom no body can take from them, have, in him alone, immenſe 
trealuies and laſting peace. And fince wrath and anger turn into nothin 
but diſquietneſs, and are puniſhed by themſelves, why doſt thou ſuffer 
thyſelt to be cafily moved by them? The leaſt provocation, even a ſingle 
word perhaps, will ftir up the corruption of thy heart, ſo as to change 
thy countenance, and make thee utter dreadful words. Therefore con- 
ſider how Gon bears with thee, and what an abomination anger is. It 
is a fire from hell, the true image of the old dragon: but being called 
to bear the 1mage of Goo, and bring forth the fruits of the good Spirit, 
thou art to follow the lamb-like mind of CHRIS ; and to that purpoſe 
It is highly neceſſary friſt, to avoid all occaſions of ſtrife and contention. 
Secondly,” to bridle our tongue, if quarrels ariſe. Thirdly, to ſuffer 
when we are wronged. Fourthly, to pray directly, and quench the ſparks 
of fire, before they break out into a flame. This is the eaſieſt and the 
only method to prevent great troubles, and lead a peaceful happy life, 
for anger carries uneaſineſs, and love a ſweet reſt in itſelf. 


Bleſs'd are the men of peaceful life, They ſhall be call'd the heirs of bliſs, 
Who quenchthe coals ct growing ſtrife; The ſons of Goo, the Cos of peace. 
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Having therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into the hboligſt by the Bled of 
Jzsus, Sc. Let us draw near with a true heart, in full aſſurance of 

Faith; having our hearts ſprinkled (with the blood of CHRIS, by 
which he once entered into the holy place, having obtained eternal re- 
demption for us, and purged our conſciences from deaa works, to ſerve 
the living Gop) from an evil conſcience, and our bedies waſhed with 


pure water, HEB. x. 19, 22. 


HRIST' has for ever purged our fins by himſelf; “ for by one offer- 

e ing he has perfected for ever them that are ſanctiſied, chap. x. 

14. And to this ſprinkling of the blood of Cunts r all believers, even 
the weakeſt, are to come; that is to ſay, he has the forgiveneſs of ſins 
in his blood. This is the element and life; thus he“ lives by the faith 
of the Son of Gop, who alſo loved him,” always applying his ranſom 
to his ſoul, and pleading his merits before his heavenly Father, which 


keeps his conſcience pure and eaſy. 


O happy ſoul! O glorious ſtate 


Of ever-flowing grace 
To dwell ſo near their Father's ſeat, 


And ſee his lovely face. 


They find acceſs at ev'ry hour 

- To Goo within the vail; 

Hence they derive a quick'ning pow”'r, 
And joys that never fail. 
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Dat which may be known of God tis manifeſt in them, for Gov hath 


ſhewed it unto them, RoM. i. 19. 
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„ HERE are ſome things declared and enjoined in the goſpel, which 

have their foundation in the law and light of nature; ſuch are all 
the moral duties, which are taught therein ; theſe the remaining light of 
nature, though obſcurely, yet does teach and confirm ; the apoſtle, ſpeak- 
ing of mankind in general, ſays, ** That which may be known of Gop 
is manifeſt in them ;” the eſſential properties of Gop, rendering our 
moral duty to him neceſſary, are known by the light of nature : And by 
the ſame light are men able to make a judgment of their actions, whe- 
ther they be good or evil, Rom. ii. 14, 15. The ſame law and light, 
which diſcovereth theſe things, do alſo enjoin their obſervance. Thus 
it is with all men antecedently unto the preaching of the goſpel to them. 
The goſpel ſuperadds two things to the minds of men. 1. It directs us 
to a right performance of theke things, from a right principle, by a 
right rule, and to a right end, ſo that they, and we in them, may obtain 
acceptance with Gop; hereby it gives them a new nature, and turns 
moral duties into evangelical obedience. 2. By a communication of that 
Spirit, which is annexed unto its diſpenſation, it ſupplies us with ſtrength 
for their performance in the manner it preſcribes. 


R 
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Who ſpall ſeparate us from the love of Car1sT? ſhall >-ibulation, or diftre/1, 


or perſecution, or famine, or nakedne/s, or peril, or ſword ? Nay, in alt 
theje things we are more than conquerors through him that lowed us, 


RoM. viii. 35, 37. 


TARS ſhine brighteſt in the darkeſt night; torches are better for 

O beating; grapes come not to the proof, till they come to the preſs ; 
ſpices ſmell beſt when bruiſed ; young trees root the faſter for ſhaking; 
gold looks brighter for ſcouring; juniper ſmells ſweeteſt in the fire; 
the palmtree proves the better for preſſing; camomile the more you tread 
It, the more you ſpread it. Such is the condition of all Gop's children, 
they are then moſt triumphant, when moſt tempted ; moſt glorious, 
when molt al Gted ; moſt in the favour of Gop, when leaſt in man's: 
as their conflicts, ſo their conquelts ; as their tribulations, ſo their tri- 
umphs; true ſalamanders, that live beſt in the furnace of perſecution : 
ſo that heavy afflictions are the beſt benefactors to heavenly affections; 
and where afflictions hang heavieſt, corruptions hang looſeſt; and grace, 
that is hid in nature, as ſweet water in roſe leaves, is then moſt fragrant, 
when the fire of affliction is put under ta diſtil it out. 4 


Our lives, our blood, we here preſent, Give us thy ſtrength, thou Cop of pow'r ; 


If for thy ſake they may be ſpent; Then let men ſcorn, and Satan rear 
Fulfil thy ſov'reign counſel, Lox, Thy faithſul witneſſes we'll be, 
Thy will be done, thy name ador'd. ' 115 ix'd——we can do all thro' thee. 
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Rije up, ny love, my fair one, and come acvay; for lo, the winter is paſt, 
the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth, the time of the 
ſinging of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land, 
&c. Ariſe, my love, my fair one, and come away. O ! my dove, that 
art in the clefts of the rock, &c, CANT. ii. 10-14. 


Lorn! how often has it been winter with me, but thou haſt always 

quickened me again. Grant that by theſe experiences I may be 
ſo uſed to thy ways, as always to expect the belt from thee in every thing, 
and to have only this one care, namely, how may pl-aſe thee as thy 
bride and dove, and be accepted through thee with thy Father. Let my 
faith be ſtrengthened in ſuch a manner by all thy methods, that at Jait 
I may have boldneſs and find reſt in thy wounds, ſince yer there is room 
for the greateſt of ſinners, even for me. 


The voice of my Beloved ſounds The Jewiſh wint'ry ſtate is gone, 
Over the rocks and rifing grounds; The miſts are fled, the ſpring comes on; 
O'er hiils of guilt, and ſcas of grief, ihe ſacred turtle dove we hear 

He leaps, he flies to my relief. Proclaim the new, the joytul year. 
Gently he draws my heart along, And when we heat our sus ſay, 


Both with his beauties and his tongue; | © Riſe vp, my ove, make haite away!“ 
Riſe, ſays my Lon o, make haſte away, | Our hearts would fain outfly the wind, 
No mortal joys are worth thy ſtay. And leave al! earthly loves behind. 
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Be not conformed to this world, Rom. xii. 2. And love not the world, nei- 
ther the things that are in the world. If any man love the world the lows 
of the Father is not in him. And the world paſſeth away, and the luſt 
thereof”: but he that doth the will of Gop, abideth for ever, 1 JohN ii. 


15, 17. 


EADER ! whoſe will doſt thou do? examine thyſelf. Perhaps thou 
R thinkeſt to love the world and to do her will, cannot be fo great a 
ſin, ſince the moſt honeſt people do the ſame. But obſerve, as thou 
wouldſt be ſaved, that if thou © loveſt the world, the love of the Father 
« is not in thee;” and without this love of the Father, thou haſt no 
faith; and being deſtitute of faith, thou haſt no ChRIST, and conſe- 
quently no life and ſalvation. 


Now to the ſhining realms above 


—_— 


I ſend the things of earth away ; 


Away ye tempters of the mind, I ſtretch my hands, and glance my eyes; 
Falſe as the ſmooth deceitful ſea, O for the pinions of a dove, 

And empty as the whiſtling wind. To bear me to the upper ſkies ! 

Your ſtreams were floating me along Lon p, I adore thy matchleſs grace, 
Down to the gulph of black deſpair ; That warn'd me of the dark abyſs ; 

And whilſt I liſten'd to your ſong, That drew me from thoſe treach'rous ſeas, 
Your ſtreams had een convey d me there. I And bid me ſeck ſuperior bliſs, 
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Bot faſhioning yourſelves according to the former luſts in your ignorance ; but 
as he who has called you is holy, ſo be ye holy, Note, in all manner of con- 
verſation, 1 PET. i. 14, 15. Give diligence to make your calling and 
election ſure ; for the time paſt of our life may ſuffice us to have wrought 
the will of the Gentiles, &c. 2 PET. i. 10. 1 PET. iv. 3. 


ONE can be ſo ſure of his ſalvation, as to be for ever free from 

fears and doubts ; for there is no aſſurance without conflicts: 
therefore all diligence is required to be evermore ſure of it, ſo as to have 
boldneſs even in death, But let us take heed of preſumption, ſince we 
do not know what may befal us at laſt; and be careful not to deſpiſe 
and overdrive the weaker fort of chriſtians, that by making general rules 
of our own experience, this comfortable doctrine of aſſurance may not 
be matter of torment to others. 


How ſhort and haſty is our life ! How we deſerve the deepeſt hell, 
How vaſt our ſoul's affairs! That ſlight the joys above! 

Yet ſenſeleſs mortals vainly ſtrive What chains of vengeance ſhould we feel, 
To laviſh out their years. That break ſuch cords of love 

Gov from on high invites us home, Draw us, O Gov ! with ſov'reign grace, 
But we march heedleſs on; And lift our thoughts on high, 

And ever haſt'ning to the tomb, That we may end this mortal race, 
Stoop downward as we run, And ſee ſalvation nigh,” 
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For the Son of man is come to ſeek and to ſave that which was 2. 
Luke xix. 10. 


INDING in myſelf a ſincere deſire to be ſaved, as well from the power as the 
F puniſhment of ſin, conſcious too as I am of hearty acquieſcence in the goſ- 
pel covenant, it is diſhonourable to the gracious maſter whole I profeſs myſelf, to 
go on from day to day in heavineſs. My fins cannot be my deſtruction, for Ixsus 
Cunts r ſuffered for them. If Cur1sT is not my Saviour, then is not the ſaying 
of Gop faithſul: a thought which my ſoul abhors. Conſider, O my ſoul, that it 
was the very purpoſe of Cxe15T's coming into the world to fave ſinners, circum- 
ſtanced juſt as thou art! yea, though thy fins be as ſcarlet, yea, though they be 
red as crimſon ; be not thou caſt down, O my foul, and be not diſquieted within 
me, but encourage a chearful hope in thy Covenant-Gop, and inſtead of poring only 
upon thy fins, conſider the exceeding love of CyrisT in dying for them; and, con- 
ſtrained by a ſenſe of that love, do thy diligence to live unto him ; and for this he 
will enable thee by his holy Spirit. 


The Lox p of life and glory ſtands; I I purge from ſin's deteſted ſain, 
Aloud he cries, and ſpreads his hands; And make the crimſon white again; 
He calls ten thouſand finners round, Lead to celeſtial joys refin'd, 

And ſends a voice from ev'ry wound. And laſting as the deathleſs mind.“ 
« An ample pardon here I give, O Jrsv, let me doubt no more; 
And bid the ſentenc'd rebel live; But hear, and wonder, and adore; 
Shew him my Father's ſmiling face, Till death ſhall make my laſt removz 


And lodge him in his dear embrace. | To dwell for ever in thy love. 


EF Ti ii 
Repent 5e, (O change your minds) and believe the gypel, Manx i. 15. 


The great comfort, that Gop requires only faith ; and ſuch a faith 

which is his own gift, and is held forth truly to every one that will 
receive his pardon, grace, and love. But that this may not be under- 
ſtood of preſumptuous notions in our heads, it is well to be obſerved, 
that true repentance goes before faith; by which the heart is not only 
convinced of fin, and filled with godly ſorrow, but changed fo as to 
hate and abandon all fins, It is not enough to leave off ſome of our ſins, 
or be outwardly reformed ; but it muſt be an inward and thorough 
change of the whole mind ; for if one fin be reigning, we cannot be ſaid 
to have repented, and received that faith and power of Gop which 
overcomes the world and fin, 


Miſtaken fouls ! that dream of heay'n, | None but a living pow'r unites 
And make their empty boaſt. To CRRISsT, the living head. 

Of inward joys, and fins forgiv'n,  *Tis faith that purifies the heart; 
While they are ſlaves to luſt! 'Tis faith that works by love; 
Vain are our fancies airy flights, That bids our fins and luſts depart, 

If faith be cold and dead; | And lifts our ſouls above. 
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What I. ſay unto you, T ſay unto all, Watch, Mark xiii. 37. 


N a day ſet apart for the celebration of fome great event, how anxious are the 
people to get in time to the place appointed ? what earneſtneſs is to be ſeen 

in their looks? As earneſt ſhould we be in watching for the hour in which eur Lox D 
ſhall come, that we may not be aſhamed before him. A heart deceived by fin may 
ſuggeſt many arguments againſt this holy earneſtneſs, but they are the reaſonings of 
folly. It is a general warning, What I ſay unto you, I ſay unto all, Warck.“ 
Almoſt every day affords an inſtance of ſome one hurried into eternity on a ſudden, 
Was not hourly watchfulneſs neceſſary, a merciful Gos would not permit ſuch ſud- 
den deaths. But he has ſounded the alarm, “ Ye know not what hour our Lox» 
doth come. Give me grace, O Los p, to live always as if I heard that ſolemn 
voice ſounding continually in my ears, * Awake, ye dead, and come to judgment.“ 


Awake, my drouſy ſoul, awake, The awful regiſter goes on ; 
And view the threat' ning ſcene; Th'account will ſurely come; 

Legions of foes encamp around, And op'ning day, or clofing night, 
And treach'ry lurks within. | May bear me to my doom. 

Now to the work of Gop awake; Tremendous thought! How deep it ſtrikes? 
Behold thy maſter near; Yet like a dream it flies, 

The various, arduous taſk purſue, Till Gop's own voice the ſlumbers chaſa 
With vigour and with fear. | From theſe deluded eyes. 
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New allo, when I am old and grey-headed, O God, for/ake me not, PSALM 
Ixxi. 18. O keep my ſoul, and deliver me; let me not be aſhamed, for I 
put ny truſt in thee. Let integrity and uprightne/ſs preſerve me: for [ 
abaſt on thee, PSALM xxv. 20, 21.—Divine anſwer; Hearhen unto me, O 
Boꝛſe of Jacob, and all the remnant of the houſe of Jrael, which are born 
Ey me from the belly, which are carried from the womb. And even to your 
oll age I am He, and even to your hoary hairs will I carry you : I have 
made, and I will bear, even I will carry, and vill deliver you, Is AI, 
Jlvi. 3, 4. 
| GY never does nor can forſake me, fince I am as near and as cloſely united to 
him as a child which is carried in the mother's womb. O great comfort! 
what can I have to fear? May I not expect every thing now confidently from him? 
Yes, and this is what pleaſes him above all things. Therefore I will “ be careful 
« for nothing, but in every thing by prayer and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, 
* make my requeſts known unto him,” Pair. iv. 6. always truſting that he will as 
certainly carry me through all difficulties to come, as he has done hitherto; ſo that 


I can even give him thanks for it beforehand, O Los p, grant that I may practiſe 
this better till. 


My Gov, my everlaſting hope, Still has my life new wonders ſeen, 
I live upon thy truth ; Repeated ev'ry year; 

Thine hands have held my childhood up, | Behold my days that yet remain, 
And ſtrengthen'd all my youth, ] truſt them to thy care. 
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Truſt ye not in lying werds, ſaying, The temple of the Lord, the temple of 
the Loxp, the temple of the Lox p are theſe; but thoroughly amend your 
*ways and your doings, &C.JER. vii. 4, 5. Of true prayer and worſtip in 
fpirit and in truth, ſee allo JohN iv. 24. Rom. xii. 1 JAMES i. 27. 


S a contrite heart is the molt pleaſing temple of Gop ; ſo ſpeaking 
with Gop, in words of our own, as a child does with his father, 
is the beſt book of prayer. The molt cunning method, by which Sitan 
deceives many now, is, the miſtaking of an extenſive knowledge and 
aſſurance of their own making for true faith; or truſting on ſome cut- 
ward forms of worſhip, ſenſible motives, or communion with otheb ; 
and pretending too ſoon to evangelical experiences, liberties, and buill- 
ing of fouls up; though there was never a true change wrought in ther 
own hearts. For what can all our reading, prayers, going to church and 
facrament profit us, without this? Before all this ſhall be acceptable te 
the Loxb, we muſt be renewed in our minds, and prove by our own. 
words and deeds that we are the living temples of God. 


Is there a thing beneath the ſun O hide this ſelf from me, that I 

That ſtrives with thee my heart to ſhare? | No more, but CyrrsT in me may live! 
Ah! tear it thence, and reign alone | My vile affections crucity ; 

The Lon p of ev'ry motion there: Let not one darling luſt ſurvive: 


Then ſhall my heart from earth be free, | In all things may 1 nothing ſee, 
Nothing deſire of ſeek but I hee. 


When it has found repoſe in thee. 
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Forſale me not, O Loxp my Gop, be net far from me. Divine auſwer; 
7 he mountains ſhall d part, and the hills be removed; but my kindneſs ſhall 
not apart from thee, neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be removed, 
faith the LorÞ that has mercy on thee. O theu a Hidted, taſſed with tem- 
peſli, and not comforted ; behold, I will lay thy flones with fair colours, 
and lay thy foundations with ſaphires. And I <vill make thy windows of 


agater, and thy gates of carbuncles, and ail thy borders of pleaſant ones, 
1541. liv. 10—15. 


oc as have never been deſtitute of comfort, do not reliſh this word. 
O Lord, as thou haſt once quickened me by it in great diſtreſs, I 
will henceforth evermore take hold of it; and firmly believe, even with- 
ort feeling, that thou wilt perform every thing punctually. Thou be- 
ing my God in covenant, wilt never forſake me, but order all things 
for my good, adorn and carry me through, though all tempeſts ſhould 
fall upon me, and every thing be daſhed to pieces. This thy faithfulneſs 


requires. 


Firm are the words which prophets give, 
Sweet words on-which believers live; 
Each of them is the voice of Gop, 
Who ſpoke and ſpread the ſkies abroad, 


O! for a ſtrong, a laſting faith, 
To credit what th' Almighty ſaith ! 


T*embrace the meſſage of his Son, 

And call the joys of heav'n our own. 
Ihen ſhould the earth's old pillars ſhake, 
And all the wheels of nature break, 

Our ſteady ſouls ſhould fear no more 
Than ſolid'rocks whea billows roze. 
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Lean not unto thine own underflanding, Prov. iii. 5. Be not wiſe in your 
on conceits, ROM. xii. 17. For the wi/dom of this world is foolifh- 
e/s with Go, 1 COR. iii. 19. 


HOSOEVER will do the will of the Lox b, and is not wiſe in his 
own conceit, ayoiding vain curioſity, and praying earneſtly, ſhall 
certainly know the counſels and will of Gop, Joux viii. 17. But he 
muſt depend more upon the word of Gop than his own feeling; ſnce 
our own ſpirit often mixes with ſpiritual ſenſations, and tempts us to luſt, 
fear, preſumption, ad pride: and many trult even to their ſcandalous 
whims and fancies, as if all were from our Saviour. O Lox p, grant that 
I may be always jeal..us over myſelf, go in and out with prayer, and not 
err in any thing to the hurt of my foul, 


Life and the favour of the Lony. 


Thus faith the Wiſdom of the Lox p, Immortal life is his reward, 
Bleſs'd is the man that hears my word; | 
Keeps daily watch before my gates, 
And at my feet for mercy waits. But the vile wretch that flies from me, 
Doth his own ſoul an injury; 
Fools that againſt my grace rebel, 


Seek death, and love the road to hell. 


The ſoul that ſeeks me ſhall obtain 
Immortal wealth and heav'nly gain; 
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5” >” REY we preach, and /o ye believed, 1 COR. xv. 11. 


Tx method of the goſpel is this: firſt it propoſeth and declareth 
things which are properly and peculiarly its own ; fo the apoſtle 
ſets down the conſtant entrance of his preaching, 1 Co. xv. 3. It re- 
veals its own myſteries, to lay them as the foundation of faith and obe- 
dience ; it inlays them in the mind, and thereby conforms the whole 
ſoul unto them. See Rom. vi. 17. Gal. iv. 19. 'FiT. ii. 1t, 12. 1 Cor. 
iii. 11. 2 Con. iii. 18. This foundation being laid, without which it 
has, as it were, nothing to do with the ſouls of men, nor will proceed 
unto any other thing, with them by whom this its firſt work is refuſed; 
it then grafts al] duties of moral obedience on this ſtock of faith in 
CarisT jesUs. This is the method of the goſpel, which the apoſtle 
Paul oblerves in all his epiſtles ; firſt he declares the myſteries of faith, 
that are peculiar to the goſpel, and then deſcends unto thoſe moral duties 
which are regulated thereby; ſo we muit firſt hear the goſpel, and be 
acquainted with its diſcoveries, before we can believe aright; and when 
our faith is rightly founded, it is to ſhew itſelf in the practice of all thoſe 
good works that are required of us in the ſcriptures. © As many as walk 


according to this rule, peace be on them and mercy, aud upon the 
** Uracl of Goo,” 
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How can I do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt Go? Gex. xxxix. 9. 


OSEPH was a flave, and in a ſtrange country; he was tempted by a 
laſcivious and vindictive miſtreſs ; had he complied, he would have 
been ſure of ſecrecy and rewards ; but if he reſiſted, he might expect 
her keeneſt reſentment, if not a deprivation of his life. Yet all theſe could 
not influence him; he chooſes to ſubmit to every inconveniency and 
danger, rather than be guilty of ſo foul a crime, and fin againſt Gon, 
From hence we may learn, that the fear of Gop is a moſt effectual pre- 
ſervative againſt all criminal indulgences; it was this that reſtrained 
Joſeph, and will have the ſame effect on all mankind upon all occaſions, 
and in every ſcene of life: It ſtrikes every paſſion, every ſpring of the 
human actions, and includes in it all the moſt powerful motives, by 
which the conduct of mankind is determined. If intereſt be the princi- 
pal thing that ſways us, that ſurely cannot be ſo certainly promoted, 
as by ſecuring the favour of Gop, and avoiding his diſpleaſure. If we 
are governed by our fears, he is the moſt formidable Being in the uni- 
_ verſe, to a mind that has perverted its faculties, and tranſgreſſed the 
laws of its nature: if by hope, he is the ſupreme good; if by love, he 
is the moſt amiable and perfect excellence; if by gratitude, he is the 
author of all our happineſs. 
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J have found the book of the law in the houſe of the Lox d. Becauſe thine 
| heart wwas tender, and thou haſl humbled 6 F before the Loxo, &c, 
2 KIiNGs xxii. 8, 19. 
HE prieſts, probably to ſave themſelves the trouble of writing, and 
the people of reading the book at large, had furniſhed themſelves 
with abſtracts of the law, leaving out, or ſlightly mentioning, many parts 
thereof, and particularly the promiſes and threatenings ; which Jofiah 
was ſo much affected with, as being new to him. The book of Gop's 
law ſeems in our day to be loſt, or a ſealed book, to moſt of the congre- 
= that profeſs themſelves chriſtians; imperfect hoodwinking ab- 
racts of it are adapted, that hide the promiſed blellings, threatenings, 
and curſes of Gob. When this book by ſpiritual light is found, and on 
reading, or hearing thereof, conviction reaches the conſcience, it is a 
reat inſtance of God's fav our, a token for good, and mult be taithfully. 
acknowledged as ſuch, Reader, art thou truly apprehenfive of the weight 
of Gop's wrath, and ſolicitous to obtain his favour ? Seek then earneſſly 
upon thy knees, and in the houſe of the Loxp, redemption from the 
curſes of the jaw ; pray that JIasus may be revealed to thee ; the blood of 
that Lamb of God alone can take away the guilt of fin ; having found 
the law, reſt not till thou find the goſpel alſo, and arrive at a comfort- 
able aſſurance of thine intereſt in its bleſſings. Joftah's heart was tender, 
he wept, and was encouraged ; follow his forrow, and thou wilt partake 
of his bleſſings; and make the law of Gop thy delight and counſellor. 


, 
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Draw me, we will run after thee : The king hath brought me into his cham- 
bert; wwe will be glad and rejoice in thee ; we will remember thy love 
more than wine : the upright love thee. In thee, the fatherleſs findeth 
mercy, SONG i. 4. HosEa xiv. 3. 


HE needle's point in the ſeaman's compaſs never ſtands ſtill, but 
quivers and ſhakes til] it comes right againſt the north pole : 

The wiſemen of the eaſt never reſted till they were right againſt the ſtar 
which appeared unto them; and the ſtar itſelf never ſtood till till it came 
Tight againſt that other STAR, which ſhone more brightly in the manger, 
than the ſun did in the firmament: And Noah's dove could find no reft 
for the ſole of her foot, all the while ſhe was fluttering over the flood, 
till ſhe returned to the ark with an olive-branch in her mouth : So the 
heart of every true chriſtian, which is the turcle-dove of Jesus CurisT, 
can find no reſt all the while ſhe is hovering over the waters of this 
world, till it have the filver wings of a dove, and with the olive-branch 
of faith flies to the true Noah, which ſignifieth ref, till CHRIST puts 
forth his hand out of the ark, and taking it in, receiveth it to himſelf, 


S EP TE EE EM M0 257 
What think ye of Cyr1sT ? Marr. xxii. 42. 


ND ought we not to put this queſtion to our ſouls, when our hap- 
pineſs for ever depends upon him, and when without him we are 
undone to eternity? How ought we then to think of the Logo Jesvs 
CurtsT? Surely as the ſcripture repreſents him to be, © the chief among 
ten thouſand, and altogether lovely.” We ought ro think of him in his 
perſon, as the great God incarnate; in his work and his offices, as the 
Saviour of Iſrael: We ought to think of him as one, in whom juſtice 
is ſatisfied, love and righteouſneſs are manifeſted, and finners are ſaved. 
O what have Gop's people ever thought of CHRIST jesus! Arr what 
do the ſaints now in heaven think of him? But what think we of CHRIST. 
when burdened with ſin, when oppreſſed with affliction? When we can- 
not entertain a good thought of ourſelves, can we then think of CHRIS 
as highly as heretofore? Alas! how very weak 1s our faith at the beſt? 
Lokp, ſtrengthen our faith, inflame our love, enlarge our views, ſup- 
port us in trials, guide us by thy counſels, and receive us into glory, 
that we may ſing thy praiſe to all eternity. Amen. 
| 8 
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Our converſation, or our citizenſhip, 7s in heaven, PBL, iii. 20. therefore 
rejoice, becauſe your names are written in heaven, LUKE x. 20. And 


er your affettions on things above, not en things onthe earth, Col. iii. 2, 


Chriſtian being only a traveller through this world, having as it 

were a night's lodging in it, does not expect to have every thing 
ſo convenient ; but fince his journey's end and city is in heaven, all his 
actions, ſufferings, prayers, trade, and converſation, turn that way, O 
Lox, grant that mine eyes may be always fixed upon this mark, fo a: 
to regulate all my deſigns and doings accordingly : aſking myſelf in 
every thing, whether it be fit for heaven, and agreeable to the mind 
and melhners of the celeſtial citizens and bridegroom above. 


The glorious tenants of the place 
Stand hending round the throne 
And ſaints and feraphs ſing and praisz 

The infinite TREE ONE. 


Raiſe thee, my ſoul, fly up and run | 
Thro' ev'ry heav'nly ſtreet ; 

And ſay, There's naught below the ſun 
That's worthy of thy feet. 


Jesus, O when ſhall that dear car, 
That joyful hour appear, : 
When I ſhall leave this hovk of clay, 

To dwell amongſt them there? 


Thus will we mount on ſacred wings, 
And tread the courts above: 

Nor earth, nor all her mightieſt things 
Shall tempt our meaneſt love. | 
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To Him give all the prophets witneſs, that through his name, whoſoever be- 
lieves in him ſhall receive remiſſion of jins, ACTS x. 43. Chap. iv. 12: 
This name is as ointment poured forth, the fulneſs of all grace, Carr. 
i. 3. lt is a ftrong tower © the righteous runneth into it, and is ſafe, 
Prov. xviii. 10. 


N this name we ſhall draw nigh to the Father in prayer, and not come | 
n 


before him with a ſtrange fire of our own worthineſs or devotion; 
and he will draw nigh to us again, James iv. 8, He will certainly grant 
our petitions, ** and we ſhall receive, that our joy may be full,” Jour 
xvi. 24. For the Logo is good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous 
in mercy unto all them that call upon him,” Ps 41M 1xxxvi. 5. and all 
theſe promiſes are yea and amen in Curisr ; that every one can ſay, 
„The Lorp will receive my prayer,” PsaLM vi. 9. © Blefſed be Gop, 
«© who has not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me ;” fer 
„he has dealt bountifully with me,” PsaLM Ixvi. 20. and xiii. 6. 


| 
j 

{| 
i 


— 

* 

1 
' 
1 


i 


{ 


| 
( 
1 
F * 
* 


Lift up your eyes to th'heav'nly ſeat, The prieſt with his own ſacrifice 
Where your Redeemer ſtays ; Preſents them to the King. 1 
Eind interceſſor! there He ſits, | 
And loves, and pleads, and prays, {| Ixsvs alone ſhall bear my cries 
Up to the Father's throne : 
Petitions now, and praiſe may riſe, He, deareſt Logp! pertumes my gh. 


And ſaints their off rings bring; And ſweetens ev'ry grone. 
8 2 
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In thy preſence is fulneſi of joy, at thy right hand there are pleaſures for 


evermore, PSALM xvi. 11. And 1 ſaw the holy city, new Jeruſalem, de- 
ſcending out of heaven from GOD, prepared as a bride? adorned for her 


huſband, REV. xxi. 2, 3, 4, 10, 12. 


My dear Saviour ! being ſtill ſo very imperfect and little repared 

for heaven, grant that I may be more adorned with faith and 

love, with a heavenly mind and ſpiritual deſires. And fince thou know- 
eſt in what I am wanting, and baſt juſtiſied and cloathed me already with 
thy own garment and blood, and hait brought ſo many ſons to glory, 
I truſt that thou wilt alſo inwardly adorn, perfect, and fetch me home 


In due time. 
O, the delights, the heav'nly joys, Lon p, how our ſouls are all on fire 


Tho glories of the place To ſee thy bleſs'd abode; 
Where sus ſends the brighteſt beams | Our tongues rejoice in tunes of praiſe 


— 


Of his o'erflowing grace! To our incarnate Gop. 
Archangel; ſound his lofty praiſe And while our faith enjoys this ſight, 
Thro* ev'ry heav*nly ſtreet ; We long to4eave'our clay; 
And lay their higheſt honours down And wiſh thy fiery chariots, Lox, 


Submiſſive at his feet, To fetch our ſouls away. 
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Watch and pray : let us be going, MATT. xxvi 41, 46. Remember Lot's 
wife, LUKE xvii. 32. This is the way, walk ye in it, when you turn to 
the right hand, and when you turn to the left, Is Al. XXX. 21. 


"5 keep free from ſelf-righteouſneſs, and falſe joy and liberty, is 
the ſafeſt way. O my dear Saviour ! thou art my way; I walk 


in thy name, I live in faith, I look upon thee, I cleave to thee, I abide 
in thee ; and my conſtant ſaying 1s, I am juſtified, clean, and free by 
thee ; not to live licentiouſly, but to be kept from it. For if I was 
not to reſt in thee, I ſhould reſt in the fleſh ; but being taken up with 
thee, all other things muſt vaniſh away, and I am able to be watchful, 
cloſe, and fervent. | 


When my forgetful ſoul renews Then I repent, and vex my foul, 
The ſavour of thy grace; That I ſhould leave thee ſo; 
My heart preſumes I cannot loſe | Where will thoſe wild affections roll, 
The reliſh all my days. 5 hat let a Saviour go? | 
But ere ſome fleeting hour is paſt Shew my forgetful feet the way 
The flatt'ring world employs That leads to joys on high; 
Some ſenſual bait to ſeize my taſte, There knowledge grows without decay, 
And to pollute my joys. 1 And love ſhall never die. 


8 3 
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Walk before me, as in my preſence, and be thou perfect, Gev. xvii, f. 
Fear Gop, and keep his commandments ; fer this is the whole duty of 
man. For Gop ſhall bring every work into judgment, with every ſecret 
thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil, ECCL, xii. 13, 14. 


FRONSEQUENTLY all ſuch things as are now called indifferent in 
their nature, will alſo be arraigned, and not judged indifferent, but 


either actually good or actually evil. O the prodigious harm that is done 
this falſe doctrine of innocent things! It opens the door to innume- 
Table fins. For though our conſcience often tells us, that we ſhould not 
do ſuch things as are not actually good; yet preſently innocence is 
leaded, it is called a harmleſs thing; which, though it could not be 
ſaid to be good, yet it was not evil neither, but quite indifferent in its 
nature: by which thouſands are drawn into the ſnares of the devil. O 
LogD, grant that all my works be done unto thee, and in thy preſence, 


agreeable to thy commandments ; that even my leaves may not wither, 


and whatſoever I do may proſper and abide for ever, 


Within thy circling pow'r I ſtand; O may theſe thoughts poſſeſs my breaſt, 
On ev'ry fide I find thy hand; Where'er I rove, where'er I reſt; 
Awake, aſleep, at home, abroad, Nor let my weaker paſſions dare 


Jam ſurrounded ſtill with God. Conſent to fin, for Gos is there. 
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Ferihy, veriſy I ſay unto you, —_ a man be born again, he cannot /ee 
| the kingdom of Gob, Jo iii. 3. 


ONSEQUENTLY no outward form of religion will do; but we 
mult be ſpiritually born by the Spirit of Gop, and have our hearts 
changed, elſe we cannot enter into the kingdom of Gop, CHRIST con- 
firmed it twice with an oath. How is it poſſible then, that mere honeſt 
and moral men can be ſaved ? Will Cux ist break his double oath ? No 
ſurely. Therefore outward groſs immoralities being only blamed and 
rebuked, moral chriſtians always flip through; and the looſer ſort think 
that they can leave off their open ſins one time or another; and ſo none 
is duly concerned to be thoroughly converted; but the new- birth and a 
real change of the heart being inſiſted upon, and Car1sT held forth in 
this only true way, every one, who will be ſaved, mult be turged. 


The ſecond Adam ſhall reſtore Nor would our Saviour come to be 
The ruins of the firſt; The miniſter of tin. 

Hoſanna to that ſov'reign pow'r 
That new creates our duſt, His Spirit purifies our frame, 


And ſeals our peace with Gop 
When from the curſe He ſets us free, Irsuvs and his ſalvation came 
He makes our natures clean ; | By water and by blood, 
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Why art thou caſt down, O my ſoul ? and why art thou diſquieted within 
me ? Hope thou in Gob, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who is the health of 
my countenance and my GOD, PSALM xlii. 2, 5, 6. For I reckon, that 
the ſufferings of this preſent time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which ſhall be revealed in us, Rom. viii. 18. 


HIS ſhews, that even believers are ſtill in diſquietneſs, but th 

conquer it by-faith and hope to the end. If the Loxp had faid, 
that they ſhould ſtrive, pray, and hope, till ſuch and ſuch a time, and 
his help ſhould fail, then they might deſpair ; but as he fixes no certain 
time, but without limitation requires them to hope, this keeps them 
from impatience and deſpair ; ſhould he even tarry to the end, they will 
certainly experience him then, if no ſooner, to be faithful in his pro- 
miſes. O Lox, ſuffer not the load to lie too long nor too heavy upon 
me, that I may not be unfaithfal : I truſt thou wilt in due time prove 
thyſelf to be my help, and thy word to be true. 


"Tis Gop that lifts our comforts high, Be filent at his ſov'reign will, 


Or ſinks them in the grave; And ev'ry murmur die. 
He gives (and bleſſed be his name!) | | 
He takes but what he gave. If ſmiling mercy crown our lives, 


Its praiſes ſhall be ſpread ; 


Peace, all our angry paſſions then; And we'll adore the juſtice too, 
Let each rebellious ſigh | That ſtrikes our comforts dead. 
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Ze not ſoon ſhaken in mind, 2 Taess. ii. 2. J determined not to know any 
thing among you, ſave IEsus CHRIST and him crucified, 1 CGR. ii. 2. 
In whom are hid all the treaſares of wiſdom and knowledge, COL. ii. 3. 


My dear Saviour, grant that I may reſt quietly and humbly in thee, avoiding 

al! ſwerving preſumptions, and actions which are not commanded to me. He 
that always covets novelties, it is a ſign that he has not as yet taſted the power of 
the good word of Gop; elſe he would certainly be ſatisfied with it, Better daily to 
improve in the power of godlineſs, than in new words, forms, and methods. May 
« the LogD quicken me by the old truths, and humble my heart evermore, ſo as 
« to receive them better, and to abide in that which I have heard from the begin- 
te ning! Novelty is the bane of ſouls, by which we are often grievouſly torment- 
ed and diſtracted it is work cnough for a meek and quiet ſoul to keep within the 
bounds of a fettled mind, and efitcAually to center in Gop. How is it poſſible for 
ſuch, as from a vain curioſity defire to know every thing, to enjoy true reſt ? What 
have we to do with the world? What need to meddle with the buſineſs of others? 
What ſignifies all knowledge, if it does not profit our ſouls? Had we not better ta 
be ignorant of ſome other things, than to want a ſaving knowledge of CHRIST 


O that the Log D would guide my ways My ſoul has gone too far aſtray, 
To keep his ſtatutes ſtill ; My feet too often lip; | 

O that my Gop would grant me grace Yet ſince I've not forgot thy way, 
To know and do his will, Reſtore thy wand'ring ſheep. 
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Waſh me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſe me from my /in, Ps al 
It. 2. —Divine anſwer ; The biood of Jesus CHRIST, the Son of Gop, 


cleamſethb us from all fin, 1 Joh i. 7. 


NDER the ceremonial law all things were purged with blood, and 
without ſhedding of blood there was no remiſſion ; thus it is im- 
poſſible, that any one fin. even the leaſt finful motion, ſhould be taken 
away, except by the blood of Cyrisr JESUS. This teaches ns the hein- 
ouſneſs of fin, keeps us humble, tender, and watchful, and yet gives 
ſufficient peace and ſtrength at the ſame time. 


My dying Saviour and my Gov, | Thratonement of thy blood apply, 
© Fonntain for guilt and fin, Till faith to ſight improve; 
Sprinkle me ever with thy blood, Till hope ſhall in fruition die, 
And cleanſe, and keep me clean, | And all my ſoul be love. 
Waſh me, and make me thus thy own; l For ever here my reſt ſhall be, 
Waſh me, and mine thou art; Cloſe to thy bleeding fide; 
Waſh me, but not my feet alone, "Tis all my hope and all myp lea, 


My hands, my head, my heart. | & Fer ms the Saviour dy'd.“ 
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Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the faith, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 


UT is there any need of ſuch ſelf-examination, when yet we preach 
Cur1sST, and ſtay ourſelves on his name? Alas! it is poſſible both to 
oe and profeſs him, to be confident reſpecting him, as cur Rock and | | 
edeemer, whilſt ſtill we remain without intereſt in him, and are yet | 1 
in the way to everlaſting deſtruction. Thus Jssvs hath told us, Marr. 9 
Vil. 22, 23. Let us examine ourſelves: Is our faith in Him accompanied i | 
with much ſelf-abhorrence, in the views of our ſinfulneſs and pollution 
before him? Do we prize him, not only for his favour to us, but for his 
own goodneſs, his grace and his excellence? Do we love him, fo as we 
love nothing beſide, not ſelf, not the world, not eaſe or advantage? 
Then ſurely we are his, and He alſo is ours: Theſe graces are the 
fruits of his Spirit within us; they are proofs of our faith, and of our 
union with him: and if we are united by the Spirit of IEsus, he will 
certainly own us before men and angels; he will never forſake us in 
time or eternity. But how dreadful will their caſe be who deceive 
themſelves here, and habitually give themſelves unto fin and iniquity, 
whilſt yet they make mention of J=sus Car1sT with their lips? Keep 
us, Lord, we beſeech thee, from ſuch ſad deluſion! O give us to re- 
member our palt provocations ; and to know, to love, and to ſerve 
thee in ſincerity. 
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What lack I yet? Marr. xix. 20. Vet lackeft thou one thing, LUKE xviii. 
22, For, one thing is needful, LUKE x. 42. 


HIS one thing needful is to have CarisT ; and by being firſt, 

| with Mary, ſerved and treated by him, we draw the neceſſary 
ſtrength from him, to ſerve him again. He muſt be firſt our meat, be- 
fore we can feed on him, or do any thing for him. Faith receives grace 
firſt from the fulneſs of CyrisT; and being thus ſtrengthened, begins 
to give and work alſo, though it be but faintly. However, it is not by 
our working and giving, but by the receiving in faith, that we become 
chriſtians, and remain in a perfect ſtate of ſalvation : ſince we receive, 
even with the feeble hands of faith, a whole and perfect CurisT. © This 
is the one thing needful.“ 


I'll hear of nothing elſe beſide | Sure none refuſe to join this ſong, 
My Jxs v, and him crucity'd To praiſe our Saviour all along 
In him is all I want: Their pilgrimage below; 
His blood, his meritorious blood,  Tofſing,*there's none, there's none beſide, 


Alone is rich, alone is good, « But ]Esv, and him crucify'd, 
For that alone I pant, | « Needful for us to know.“ 


SEPT E M 269 


Joſepb is a fruitful bough—the archers have ſorely grieved him, and ſhot at 
him, and hated him; but his bow abode in ſtrength, and the arms of his 
hands were made ſtrong by the hands of the mighty GOD of Jacob from 
thence is the Shepherd, the Stone of [jrael, GEx. xlix. 22—24, 


OSEPH is acknowledged to have been an eminent type of the Meſſiah: by bring- 
ing ſome circumſtances under one view, the reiemblance will appear conſpi- 
ceuous and ſtriking. Joſeph was the ſon of his father's old age; CHRIS the Son of 
the Antient of Days. Joſeph was in a peculiar manner beloved by his father; 
CarisT is the dear Son ot his Father's love. Jacob made for Joſeph a coat of many 
colours; Gop prepared a body in human nature for Cxr1sT, filled and adorned 
with the various giſts and graces of the Spirit without meaſure. [oſeph was hated 
by his brethren, and they could not endure to think he ſhould have the dominion 
over them; the Jews, Cxr1sT's brethren according to the fleſh, hated him, and 
would not have him to reign over them. Joſeph was ſent by his father a long jour - 
ney to viſit his brethren, and know their welfare; Cua 1s was ſent from the bo- 
fom of the Father, to ſeek and to ſave the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iiracl. joſeph's 
brethren conſpired to take away his life; the Jews ſeid, © This is the heir, let us 
« kill him;“ and they conſulted to take away his life. Joſeph was ſold for twenty 
pieces of filver at the motion of Judah; and CRI, by one of the ſame name, 
was ſold for thirty pieces. Joſeph was delivered to ſtrangers, and CHRIST to the 
Gentiles, Joſeph being reckoned as dead by his father, and yet alive, may be u 
emblem of CazisT's death, and reſurrection from ihe dead. 


270 EFT IMDER x27. 


What things were gain to me, thoſe J counted loſs for CaR1ST ; yea doubt. 
' Jeſs, and I count all things but loſs, for the excellency of the tnowledge 
F CHRIST JesUs Loxp: for whom ] have ſuffercd the loſs of all 
things, and do count them but dung, that I may win CHRIST, and be 
found in bim, as my righteouſneſs, Pr1L. iii, 7p—9. 


HIS was the life and conſtant mind of St. Paul. The words, „In 
„Him, in CuR Wer, in the Lord, I am in CHRIST, &c.” occur 
continually. I chooſe it for my motto alſo. It ſhall be my great tower, 
my ſtrong fortreſs, my ſweet paradiſe, mine only element and life. Here 
I will take up my abode for ever: „It is good for us to be here; here 
c Jet us make tabernacles.” Here death ſhall find me at laſt, 


Had I ten thouſand gifts beſide, Peſſeſſing CnnnsT, I all poſſeſs; 
I'd cleave to I ESV crucity'd, Wiſdom, and ſtrength, and righteouſnefs, 
And build on him alone: And ſanity complete: 
For no foundation is there giv'n Bold in his name I dare draw nigh 
On which I'd place my hopes of heav'n,] Before the Ruler of the ſky, 
But Cxs1cT the cerner- ſtone. | And all his juftice mert. 
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What muſt I do to be ſaved ?—Divine anſwer; Believe en the Lord Jesus, 
and thou fhalt be ſaved, and thy houſe, ACTS xvi. 31. 


AITH is not a confidence of our own making, but it is Gop that 
works it in a contrite and repenting heart. This faith purifies the 
heart, deſtroys the old Adam, overcomes the world, changes us in heart, 
mind, and all the powers and faculties of the foul, which is the true 
proteſtant faith; and not that we only think and ſay, ** I believe.” By 
this we muſt try our faith, All true believers have received it under a 
ſenſe of holy contrition and ſorrow. If we feel ſomething of this, and 
apply to Car1sT by prayer for faith and grace, we have a ſure mark 
of faith already ; for if we did not believe, we would not pray. And 
he that daily cleanſes himſelf in the blood of CHRIST, has true faith 
and hope already, though he is but weak, and does not taſte any joy. 


Ye dying ſouls that fit Their righteouſneſs and ſtrengtli is foun 4 
In darkneſs and diſtreſs, | In Cxxz1sT the Loop alone. 
Look from the borders of the pit 
To CursT's recov'ring grace. In him ſhall Iirael truſt, 
And ſee their guilt forgiv'n ; 
Sinners ſhall.hear his ſound ; God wil! pronounce the 1tinners juft, 
Their thankful tongues ſhall own, 1 And take the ſaints to heav'n. 
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Alain from all apprarance of evil, that ye may be blamele/s and harmlz/;, 
the ſons of GoD, without rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
nation, among wiom ye ſhine as lights in the world, PHIL. ii. 15. 


ORD, I defire to ſhine in good works, the genuine fruits of faith: 

DH therefore will I give myſelf up to thee to purge me, that I may 
bring forth more fruit. Looking upon myſelf as thine, I would not only 
abſtain from evil, but from the very appearance of it. Some content 
themſelves with being blameleſs, but I would wiſh to appear ſo for the 
goſpel's ſake, leſt through me offence ſhould come; which, as far as in 
me lieth, I would prevent. Thy children, O Gov, are as lights in the 
world: O! pour thy grace, that heavenly oil, into my lamp, and fo 
trim it that it may give light unto all around, that they may be led to 


glorify thy holy name. 


O Lox»! my ſtubborn will ſubdue; J Be heaven now my ſoul's abode, 
Create my ruin'd frame anew z Hid be my life with Cxz1sT in Gon, 
Diſpel my darkneſs by thy light : My fpirit, Lok p, be one with thine; 
Into all truth my ſpirit guide, Let all my works in thee be wrought, 
But from mine eyes for ever hide And fill'd with thee be all my thought, 
All things diſpleaſing in thy fight, | Till in me thy full ligeneſs ſhine, 


Let him that is athirft come: and whoſeever will, let him take of the water 
| of life freely, Rev. xxii. 17. 


F there be a ſenſe of fit, and want of ſpiritual bleſſings, and a willingneſs to be 
ſaved by grace, though you know not that it is Cxsr1sT's ſecret power that 
makes you willing, yet being athirſt and willing, you are invited: do not puzzle 
and perplex yourſelf with ſuch queſtions as theſe; Am I elected? Have I a right ? 
Am ] prepared? But come upon the invitation, and take pardon, peace, righteouſ- 
neſs, &c. as free gifts to the needy. If ons ready to perith with hunger and thirſt, 
was invited to a feaſt, ahd aſſured of welcome, and he ſhould ſtand hetitating, Have 
I a right? Am 1 worthy? Would it not ſeem ptepoſterous in him thus to demur, 
when his neceſſities were preffing upon him, and a plentiful table before him? be 
*weary, the hungry, the thirſty, the guilty, the worthleſs, the vileſt, are invited ro 
believe on ]J=svs, who came only to ſave ſinners; and hath aſſured them in his 
word, that they who thus come to him, he will in no wiſe caſt out.” 


The Spirit in the word, And whoſoever will, 
And in his motions cries, | Is welcome to receive 
« Come to the fountain-head of life, Streams of everlaſting life, 
And come for large ſupplies. [ That heav'n will treely give.” 


Let him who feels his thirſt, ' 
Nor can endure its rage, 

Come to ſalvation's copious ſprings, 
And all his pains aſſwage. 


Js5vs! is this thy voice? 

We bleſs the gracious call ; 
And fly with joyful hatte to thee, 

Our Saviour, and our A!!l, 


rp! 
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Weep not : behold the lion of the tribe of Tudah, the root of David, has pro- 
vailed, REv. v. 5. He rofe triumphantly, and defroyed the works of 


#he devil : therefore fin ſpall not have dominion over us, Rom. vi. 14. 


ANY complain, that tho” they will not turn back, yet they have 
no power to adyance further. If this 1s thy caſe, my reader, re- 
member that the enemy of fouls will diſcourage thee. Go on praying, 
and venture it evermore upon the Logp. Conſider how he awakened you 
at firſt, how often he has heard your prayers afterwards, and aſſiſted you 
in many hard ſtruggles. Surely he will help you now alfo. If that will 
not do, begin, as it were, afreſh, acknowledge yourſelf guilty in every 
reſpect; and, as the chief of finners, plead for mercy, and be inſtant in 
your humble ſupplications ; Jooking at the ſame time upon yourſelves 
as reconciled and pardoned in CHRIST, in ſpite of all your miſery : then 
you will ſoon make a better progreſs. To deſpair of our own ftrength, 
is good; but we mult never deſpair of the power of CHRIST, who js 
riſen from the dead, but be ſure to overcome with him at laſt. He will 
certainly help you in the due and beſt ſeaſon. 


Hell and thy fins reſiſt thy courſ?, He dies, and in that dreadful night 
But hell and fn are vanquiſh'd foes ; Did all the pow'rs of hell deſtroy; 
Thy Jxsus nail'd them to the croſs, | Riſing he brought our heav'n to light, 


And ſung the triumph when he roſe, And took poſſeſſion of the joy, 
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Whom the LoRD loweth, he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every fon whom he 
receiveth. If ye endure chaſtening, Go gealeth wwith you as with ſons : 
fer what ſon is he whom the Father chaſteneth not ? But he chaſteneth us 
for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holineſs, HEB. xii. 6— 10. 


O theſe chaſtenings alſo belong outward afflictions, which are pre- 

cious means, and ſanctified to believers. O my dear heavenly 
Father ! thou art only pleaſed with a true filial confidence, but I am ſtill 
of a diſtruſting heart, when any thing comes upon me on a ſudden. Grant 
that I may always entertain the beit hopes of thee, fear no adverſity, 
nor look upon it as a ſign of diſpleaſure, but of love; really believing 
it to be intended as a bleſſing to my good. Whatever thy providence 
may order, let me only be convinced of thy paternal affeQion, and fall 

in with thy ſalutary deſigns, 


So for my fin I juſlly feel Afllitions make me learn thy law, 


Thy diſcipline, O Gop; And live upon my Gop. 
Yet wait the gracious moment ſtill, 
Till thou remove thy rod, This is the comfort I enjoy 
When new diſtreſs begins; 
For I have found *tis good for me I read thy word, I run thy way, 


To bear my Father's rod ; And hate my former fins. 


I i 
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The entrance of thy word gives light ; It giveth underſtanding to the fl. 
PSALM cxix. 130. Oraer my ſieps in thy word: ard det not any iniquity 
| have dominion over me, Ver. 133. 


I/ E may have a clear ſight and a real taſte of the goſpel, and yet 

be ſgon deprived of the comfort of it again, if we do not walk 
in godly ſimplicity and poverty of ſpirit, for Cn will have none bu: 
humble and child-like diſciples. But thus abiding always in the word 
and in CyrigT, we ſhall come to great and laſting affurance : for nei- 
ther a ſweet ſenſe, nor even faith itfelf, but Cukrsr alone, is the fous- 
dation of our ſalvation, whom the weakeſt as well as the ſtrongeſt be- 
lever receives. And we muft believe firſt, before we can feel. To 
truſt only on feeling, is not true faith, and does not laſt long. 


Thy mercies fill the earth, O Logp, "Tis like the ſun, a heav*nly light, 

How good thy works appear That guides us all the day; 
Open mine eyes to read thy word, And through the dangers of the night, 

And ſee thy wonders there, A lamp to lead our way. 

When once it enters to the mind, | Since I'm a ſtranger here below, 
It ſpreads ſuch light abroad, Let not thy path be hid, 

The meaneſt ſouls inſtruction find, But mark the read my feet ſhould goy 
And raiſe theit thoughts to Gap, | And be my conſtant guide. 
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Turn away mine eyes from Babolding vanily; and quicken thou mt in thy wyay, 
sat Exix. 7. 


F you was to (ee a man dully endeavouring all his life to ſatisfy his thirſt, by 

holding up one and the ſame empty cup to his mouth, you would certainly de- 
ſpiſe his ignoranse; but if you ſhould fee others of brighter parts, and finer under- 
ſtandings, ridiculing the dull ſatisfaQtion of one cup, and thinking to ſatisfy their 
own thirſt by a variety of gilt and galden empty cups, would you think that theſe 
were ever the wiſer, or happier, or better employed, for their finer parts? Now 
this is all the difference that you can ſee in the happineſs of this life. The dull and 
heavy ſoul may be content with one empty appearance of happineſs, and be con- 
tinually trying to hold one and the ſame empty cup to his mouth all his life. But 
then let the wit, the great ſcholar, the fine genius, the great ſtateſman, the polite 
gemleman, lay all their heads together, and they can only ſhew you more, and vas 
rious, empty appearances of happineſs; give them all the world into their hands, 
let them cut and carve as they pleaſe, they can only make a greater variety of empty 
cups; for ſearch as deep, and look as far as you will, there is nothing here to be 
found that is nobler or greater than high eating and drinking; than rich dreſs ang 
human applauſe ; unleſs you look for it in the wiſdam and laws of religion. Reader, 
if you will reflect upon the vanity of all orders of life without piety, and ſee how 
all the ways of the world are only ſo many different ways of error, blindneſs, and 
miſtake, you would foon turn from the creature, and ſeek for happinels in the 
Creator. . TY 
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Give ear to my prayer, O Gop, and hide not thyſelf. from my ſupplication, 
Ps AL Iv. 1.—Car1sT's anſwer; Verily, werily, 1 ſay unto you, Mat- 
feever ye ſhall aſk the Father in my name, he will give it you, Joun xvi. 
23. For the Father himſelf loweth you, ver. 27. He has promiſed : Be- 
fore they call, I will anſwer ; and whilſt they are ſpeaking I will hear, 
| Is AI. Ixv. 24. Therefore I Jay unto you, What things ſoever you defrre 
| auen ye pray, believe that you receive them, and you ſhall have them, 
| Makk xi. 24. | | 
E that converſes much, and is humbly confident with God in pray- 
er, ſhall certainly be heard: and theſe anſwers of prayer are un- 
deniable evidences of the truth, faithfulneſs, and love of Gop, and 
greatly ſtrengthen his faith; and at laſt bring him to be intimately ac- 
quainted with him. The more we receive, the more we are enlightened 
to ſee how much there is ſtill wanting. This ſtirs us up to more frequent 
prayer, and to deſire evermore; and the more we deſire, and believe that 
we ſhall receive it, the more ſhall be granted. Unbelief receives nothing, 
Marr. xiii. 58. but faith opens all the treaſures of Gop, and never 


goes away empty. 


' 

| Becauſe on me they ſet their love, My grace ſhall anſwer when they call; 
I'll ſave them, ſaith the Lomp; In trouble I'il be nigh; 

I'll bear their joyful ſouls above My pow'r ſhall help them when they fall, 


Deſtruction and the ſword, And raiſe them when they die. 
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If I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the ſervant of Car1sT, Gal. i. 10. Let 
every one of us pleaſe his neighbour for his good to edification, ROM. xv. 2. 
Fear or love of men, and hypocriſy, very often are nearly allied: 4 
man that flattereth his neighbour, ſpreadeth a net for his feet, Pxov. xxix. 
5. But he that rebukes a man afterwards, ſhall find more favour than 
he that flattereth with the tongue, chap. xxviii. 23. 


E are ever inclined to extremes, even then when Goo has begun his work 

in our ſoul. At one time we are apt to run into a falſe activity for the con- 
verſion of others, truſting too much on our own ſufficiency and ſtrength ; at other 
times perhaps we fall into too much remiſineſs and inactivity for the ſalvation of 
others. May the Loxp therefore always guide me to ſteer the middle courſe, ſo as 
to walk in all fingleneſs and humility of heart, as well as in true fervency of ſpirit, 
faith, and love; that it may be ſaid, © I believe, therefore do I ſpeak.” Grant, O 
my dear Saviour, that I may ſhine as a light, and be uſeful to all about me; never 
ſeeking my owN, but only the ſalvation and good of others, with unfeigned love. 
© that thy love may conſtrain me in all things! Amen, 


My own glory ſtill 1 ſeek, _ | Poifoa ſhall I draw from food, 
Still I covet human praiſe; Sin from grace, and pride from thee ? 
Still in all I do, or ſpeak, | 
Thee I wrong, and rob thy grace. O forbid it, humble love ! 
Hide me, O my Father, hide; 
And muſt that which is ſo good Far away this ſnare remove, 
Evil prove to ſinful me? Save me from the fin of pride, 


T4 
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Hereby wwe know that ave are of the truth, and fba'l affure our hearts be- 
fore him, 1 Jonx iii. 9. 


HE evidence of our aſſurance of eternal happineſs, is that which 

every ſoul, that makes any ſerious reflections in matters of religi- 
on, pants after: it is therefore neceſſary to know upon what foundation 
this bleſſed evidence is built, and from what principles it ariſes; and 
thoſe, I think, are chiefly faith, love, and obedience ; fince no man can 
have this, that does not feel in himſelf the principle of obedience ; nor 
can he have obedience without the principle of love, nor love without 
the principle of faith : for it is a notorious contradiction to imagine, that 
any one can be aſſured of Gop Almighty's pardon, without obeying him; 
of his favour, without loving him; or. of the eternal enjoyment of him, 
without a fim and ſtedfaſt belief in him. But here many miſtake the na- 
ture of theſe things; true belief in Gop repreſents him to the mind in- 
finite in glory, in power, in wiſdom, in goodneſs, and in all perfections, 
with ſuch charms, ſuch beauty, ſuch lovelineſs, as to captivate and ra- 
viſh the affeftiens of the ſou], and ſmite it with a divine love: true love 
reigns triumphant in the ſoul, engroſſes all its affections, diveſts other 
objects of their charms, nay, makes them appear vile and contemptible 
in compariſon with the ſupreme good : true obedience ſtrives :o pleaſe 
God, to reſemble him, to render itſelf acceptable to him, and ardently 
deſires the enjoyment of him. Nt 5 ö 
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He that foall endure unto the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved, MATT. xxiv. 13. 
Behold, I come quickly : hold that faſt which thou haſt, that no man take 
thy crown, REv. iii. 11. Wherefore let him that thinketh be flandeth, 
take heed leſt he fall, 1 COR. x. 12. | 


R that ſtands in faith, and by nature is of a chearful temper, muſt 
not magnify the meaſure of his own faith, and undervalue that of 
-weaker ſouls, for fear of falling away, He who knows the nature and 
power of temptations, will not diſcourage the weak, nor inſiſt too much 
upon particular enjoyments and ſenſible aſſurance, which are not the 
conſtant witneſs and marks of faith. 'The holy Spirit himſelf is the 
earneſt and ſeal of adoption ; who is to be known, not only by this joy, 
but by all his other fruits and operations. To truſt too much upon 
feeling, diſturbs our peace as ſoon as it is gone: but to rely on the 
ward of God, preſerves a ſettled aſſurance. 


Irsu, ſhall I never be Settled peace I then ſhall find, 
Firmly grounded upon thee ? When 1 2m renew'd in mind. 
Strong in faith 1 ſeem this hour, | 
Stript the next of all my pow'r. Grant that ev'ry moment I 

| | May believe and teel thee nigh! 
Plant, avd root, and fix in me Stedtaſtly behold thy face, 
Al the mind that was in thee ; J Stabliſh'd with abiding grace, 


* 


any man have not the ſpirit of CurtsT, (but the ſpirit of this world) 
he is none of his, ROM. viii. 9. See alſo ver. 7, 8, 14. 


OR not only groſs wickedneſs, but even a carnal mind, and“ the 
friendſhip of this world, is enmity againſt Gop,” PHIL. iii. 18, 19. 
James iv. 4. But how do I know that I have the Spirit of CHRIST ? 
Anſwer, I have prayed for him earneſtly ; this cannot be in vain, Luxe 
xi. 13. He works alſo hatred and ſorrow of fin, rebukes, comforts, and 
drives me to CHRIST, and to prayer. This is his abiding witneſs, built 
upon the word of God, which no man of this world, but even the weak- 


eſt believer, can have. 


Holy, and true, and righteous Logo, 
I wait to prove thy perfect will; 
Be mindful of thy gracious word, 
And ſtamp me with thy Spirit's ſeal. 


The hatred of the carnal mind 
Out of my fleſh at once remove z 
Give me a tender heart, refign'd, 


And pure, and full of faith and love. 


Within me thy good Spirit place; 
Spirit of health, and love, and pow'r; 
Plant in me thy victorious grace, 


And fin ſhall never enter more. 


Purge me from ev'ry ſinful blot, 
My idols all be caſt aſide; 


- Cleanſe me from ev'ry evil thought, 


From all the filth of ſelf and pride. 
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Whoſoever hath, to him ſhall be given, and he ſhall have more abundantly, 
Marr. xiii. 12. For, the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall be in him 
4 well of water, ſpringing up into everlaſting life, JOEN iv. 14. 


F the remarkable increaſe of the kingdom of Gon, even from the 
() leaſt beginning, ſee alſo Marr. xin. 31—33, and that beautiful 
figure, Ezex. xlvii. 1—12. This well therefore being once opened to 
you. it is highly neceſſary to draw evermore the living water out of it 

y prayer, fince it runs freely then. But if you begin to be ſlothful 
and diſtracted, not abiding cloſely in CarisT, by true watchfulneſs, 
as in the preſence of Gop, your ſpirit will be ſoon dried up; that after- 
wards you will hardly be able with the moſt anxious groans to draw as 
it were one ſingle drop out of the deep of this fountain. O Logxp ! 
grant that I may uninterruptedly remain in thee and in thy preſence, 
and always live in thy communion, as the fiſh in the water. 


Glory to Gop that walks the ſky, But h! how ſoon my joys decay, 
And ſends his bleſſing thro? : How ſoon my fins ariſe, 

That tells his ſaints of joys on high, And ſnatch the heav'nly ſcene away 
And gives a taſte below, From theſe lamenting eyes ! 

Chearful I feaſt on heav'nly fruit, When ſhall the time, dear ]=svs, when 

And drink the pleaſures down, The ſhining day appear, 

Pleaſures that flow hard by the foot That I ſhall leave theſe clouds of fin, 
Of the eternal throne, | And guilt, and darkucſs here? 
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C ye the unprofitable ſervant into outer darbneſi, there ſhall be evreping 
aud gna/ving of teeth, MATT. xxv. 30, 


OO at this man, to whom his lord had given one talent: he could not bear 
the thoughts oi ung his talent according ta the will of him from whom he 
had it, and therefore he choſe to make himſe}f happier iu a way of his own. © Lord, 
* faid he, I knew thee, that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou hadſt not 
+ ſown, and gathering where thou hadit not ſtrewed,”” &c, His lerd having con- 
victed him out of his own movth, diſpatched him with this ſentence, ** Caſt the 
s unproſitable ſervant into outer darkneſs,” &c, Here you ſee how happy this man 
made himſelf, by not acting wholly according to his lord's will. It was, according 
to his own account, a happineſs of murmuring and diſcontent ; “1 knew thee, 
* ſays he, that thou waſt a hard man:“ it was a happineſs of fears and apprehen- 
Sons; „I was, fays he, afraid: it was à happineſs of vain labours and fruitleſs 
travels; 4% I went, faid he, and hid thy talent: and after having been awhile the 
iport of fooliſh pamons, tormenting fears, and fruitleſs labours, he is rewarded 
with darkneſs, eternal weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth, Look at the man wich his 
fve taleats, Lord, thou gaveſt me five talcnts, behold I have gained beſides them 
** five talents more, &c. Here you ſee a man wholly intent on improving his ta- 
tents; he has no uneaſy paſſions, murmurings, vain fears, and fruitleſs labours, 
like the other, but his work prcſpers in his hand, his happineſs increaſes upon 
him, the bleſſing of five becomes the bleſſing of ten talents; and he is received with 
a + Wel dane, good and ſaithſyl fcryant, enter thou into the joy of thy lord.“ 


Oe 12. 28; 


Through (vain) de Art a man Having feparated himfelf, fetheth and inter- 
meddleth with all wiſdom, Prov. xviii. 1. Bat the fruit of the ſpirit 
i: love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, muckne/+, 
temperance, &c. GAL. V. 22, 23. 


AWLING, judging, and reviling does not become a chriſtian, 

The Loxp was not in the ſtrong wind, nor in the earthquake, nor 
in the fire, but in a ſtill ſmall voice,” 1 Kings xix. 11, 12. e that 
takes offence at every thing, is {1} blind; and who r bear nothing, 1s 
but very weak. Such ſhould remember that it is ſaid, £5 Jeſlroy-it ve, 
Kc. Is ar. Ixv. 8. Not only the groffer fort of divit: ons, but alfo ſus 
hover meaning particular ſeparstions and alterations, as ate imprucentiy 
marle at imoroper times and places, do a gre: deal of harm, and oe” 
turb the general harmony and mutual confidence of chriſtian brethre 
For ſome religious exerciſes are good in themielve*, but brotherly 55 
and harmony is better ſtill. The true Spirit of Gov is no ſeRarian, 
makes no diviſions, is far from boaſting, and uſes no arts or Cunning 


tricks. Thus you may try the ſpirits. 


Lo! what an entertaining fight ien ſtreams of love from Chriſt the ſprirs 
Are brethren that agree, Deſcend to ev'ry Jou?t, 


Brethren whoſe chrartul hearts unite | And heav'nly peace, with baimy witg, 
In bands of picty ! Shades and buotws the whole, 
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2 this ſpall all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye wo one another, 
JohN xiii. 35. 


46 NOD is love, and every one that loveth is born of Gop;“ if we love one ano- 

ther as diſciples and brethren of CHRIST, all ſaints as ſaints, not as of 
this or that party; and love not in word, but in deed and in truth; and ſhew our 
love ſincerely and heartily by all proper means, in the work and labour of love, this 
is to ourſelves, and to all men, a proper, ſolid proof of diſcipleſhip; a clear teſti- 
mony that we have truly learned CayrisT, have his Spirit and his Love ſhed 
abroad in our hearts; that we are of the family and houſhold of faith, and ſhall 
enjoy all the family privileges, This is a better evidence, and more convincing to 
all around us what we are, than all knowledge, gifts, attainments, and outward 
privileges whatever. O Gop of love, cauſe me to love thee, and all thine, the poor, 
the weak, and the feeble, as well as the ſtrong ; for all are thine, 


Let party-names no more F Let envy and ill-will 
The chriſtian world o'erſpread ; | Be baniſh'd far away; 
Gentile and Jew, and bond and free, I hoſe ſhou'd in ſtricteſt friendſhip 2 
Are one in CHAIST their head | Who the ſame Lox p obey, 
Among the ſaints on earth Then will the church below 
Let mutual love be found; Reſemble that above, 
Heirs ot the ſame inheritance, Where ſtreams of pleaſure overflow, 


With mutual blefings crown'd, And ev'ry heart is love, 


y 
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Watch therefore, for ye know not what hour your LORD doth come, 
MATT. xxiv. 42. 


'E7 watch is the wiſe exerciſe of a gracious ſoul, who is ſenſible of 
his own weakneſs, loves his Saviour, and fears to grieve his Spirit; 
who is well acquainted with the depth of corruption in his fallen nature; 
ſecs with mental eyes the inviſible powers of darkneſs, and hearkens to 
the voice of his benevolent, watchful, adorable Shepherd. It implies a 
thorough awakened attention of the mind to its ſpiritual concerns ; has 
the love of ]=svus for its motive, and is attended with a fiducial depen- 
dence on CHRIST the Lobo for protection from, and ſtrength againſt all 
his enemies, together with ſupplies of grace in every time of need. 
If our religion be only in outward profeſſion, it may paſs without watch- 
ing; but if it is true grace in the heart from JESUS CarisT, that ſacred 
treaſure will need to be guarded by circumſpect watchfulneſs.— The ex- 
hortation is to all Gop's children, neceſſary in every condition, in every 
ſtage of a chriſtian's life; in youth, manhood, old age; in proſperity 
and adverſity ; in the ſeaſons of conſolation, and in the times of temp- 
tation ; in company, and alone. 

O dleſſed Jzsus, help me to watch and pray; let me be always ready; 
keep me in thy love, and preſerve me by thy power, till my change 
ſhal! come. 6 
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As the Hart panteth after the water-brooks, fo panterb my ſoul after thee, 2 
Gor. My ſoul thirſteth for Gov, for the living Gob, PSAL xlii. 2, 3. 

Divine anſwer; Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye 10 the waters ; and 
he that has no money, come ye, buy and cat; yea come, buy wine and milk 
twithont monty and without price. Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye 
that which is good, and let your ſoul delight itIF in Fatne/s, IS al. lv. 1, 2. 


HERE is a great difference between a legal and a faint-hearted 
| ſoul ; the former is puffed up with ſelf-rightequineſs ; the latter 
humbly thirſts after Carr's rightzouſneſs ; therefore he is not undef 
the law, but has gtace already. It is only the child, or the new man 
actually born, that can cry and thirſt. And though he cannot ſo fully be- 
heve it, yet to have grace, is one thing, and to feel and enjoy it, is 
another. Therefore let not the weak be confounded, which is done very 
eaſily, the enemy himſelf contributing to it, as much as he can; but let 
It be declared, even to the weakeſt, that they are actually ſaved, as ſoon 
as they are earneſtly panting and willing to receive all without price, 


Marr. v. Jo : 


Eternal wiſdom has prepar'd | 
A foul-reviving feaſt, 


And brings immortal bleffings down 
For each redeemed gueſt. 


And bids our loaging appetites O ! glorious Gop, what can We pay 
T he rich proviſions taſte. 

Ius, the Gop, invites us here 
To this triumphal feaſt, [ 


For favours fo divine ? 
We would devote our hearts alway, 
To be ſor eyer thine, 
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How long foall I take counſel in my ſoul, having forrow in * heart daily? 
Ps ALM xiii. 2.—Gop's anſwer ; Be careful for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and ſupplicationwith thankſgiving get your requeſts be maae 
known unto Gob, PHIL. iv. 6. Commit thy way unto the LORD ; truſt 
alſo in him, and be ſhall ſuſtain thee : he ſhall never ſuffer the righteous 
to be moved, PSALM lv. 22. For be has done wonderful things; bis counſels 
of old are faithfulneſs and truth, Is a1, xxv. 1, 9. 


ge E careful for nothing,“ is a wall againſt a thouſand troubles. But if we give 
| room to any care and unbelief; it is Ike a leaven that Tpreads through all 
our actions. Therefore we ought never to deſpair in our lawful calling, but rely in 
all things on the good providence and faithfulneſs of Gop ; firmly believing that 
he will never fail to carry us through the moſt difficult and intricate circumſtances, 
though there ſhould be ever ſo little appearance for it in our own eyes. 


He that can daſh whole worlds to death, | The voice that rolls the ſtars along 
And make them when he pleaſe, Speaks all the promiſes. 
He ſpeaks, and that almighty breath | 
Fulfils his great decrees. Hefaid, (Let the wide heav'n be ſpread; · 
And heav'n was ſtretch'd abroad. 
His very word of grace is ſtrong « Abram, I'll be thy Gop,” he ſaid; 
As that which built the ſkies 1 And he was Abram's Gor. 


* 
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. dune, REV. xxi. 9. 


WT Jzsvs bowed the head, and gave up the ghoſt, he ſaid, Ie is fniſhed. 
The arduous and important work of obedience and ſuffering, which I had 
undertaken in my mediatorial capacity, is finiſhed.— have glorified my Father on 
earth ; I have finiſhed the work he gave me to do. 

When all the redeemed are gathered, he who ſitteth on the throne, beholding thoſe 
he had purchaſed by his blood, and brought to glory, rejoicing in theſe works of his 
hands, thus expreſſeth himſelf, It is done. The means and helps appointed for train- 
ing you up, and preparing you for glory, are now ſuperſeded, being no longer neceſ- 
ſary : the ſcaffolding is now taken down, when the grand and glorious edifice in all 
its parts is finiſhed. That “ which is perfect is come, and that which was in part 
is done away. What depth of wiſdom, what beautiful diſpoſition in the arrange- 
ment of the various preparatory parts of the plan, agreeable to the eternal counſel of 
peace, and in the tendency of every one of them to perfect the glorious work of re- 
deeming love! How harmoniouſly connected all the links of the golden chain! 
Rom. viii. 29, 30. 

« This is the doing of the Lon v, and is it not marvellous in my'eye ?'* When re- 
ceiving the Spirit that is of Gop, I ſee the things that are freely given of Gop, do 
I not ſee and admire my dear IMMANUEL in the whole of the plan; in him the 
beginning and conſummation of this grand deſign? Am I part of the plan? Is nor 
his eye upon me, his hand about me? O amazing wiſdom and love ! ſhall no part 
be neglected, can nothing fail in the Redeemer's hand, ſhall even the weakeſt be ſup- 
ported, ſhall none be loſt ; ſhall all his have eternal life? Why then ſhould 1 fear? 
The mighty one will do all his works in me and for me. Is the proſpect by faith 
of this finiſhed work pleaſant and tranſperting, what muſt the immediate beatific 
viſion be! O my Gop, I will live in hopes of one day joining with all the redeemed 
in the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb: keep me by thy power to everlaſting ſalvation, 
Amen, : 
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We muſt through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of Gov, Acrs 
xiv. 22. Therefore, let us run with patience the race that is ſet before us, 
Hes. x11.1. Ye have not yet reſiſted unto blood, firiving againſt ſin, ver. 4. 


OW is it poſſible for any man to deny the ſtrivings againſt fin ? For 

(I.) here we are plainly told. (2.) What is ſpoke of the conflicts 
between the fleſh and the ſpirit, Gar. v. 17. is the very ſame. (3.) The 
moſt experienced chriſtians are witneſſes to it. (4.) The word of Gop 
is ſaid to be a ſword, our prayers a wreſtling, and our faith the victory. 
Thus our whole race conſiſts in ſtrivings and conqueſts. There is always 
an enemy to be conquered firſt, before we can make a conſiderable pro- 
greſs in ſomething that is good: and none of our enemies is very eafily 
to be overcome, hut ſome are very ſtubborn. Therefore courage and 
patience are required: and thus we may be ſure to have the victory at laſt. 


Suhdue thy paſſions, O my ſoul, Lorp, I wovld conquer till J die, 
Maintain the fight, thy work purſue; And finiſh all the glorious war. 
Daily thy riſing fins control, 
And be thy vict'ries ever new. | Let ev'ry flying hour confeſs, 

I gain thy goſpel freſh renown : 
The land of triumph lies on high, And when my life and labours ceaſz, 
There are no fields of battle there: May l poſſeſs the promis'd crown. 


U : 
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Me are juſtified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Iæsus 
Cuxlsr: whom Gob hath ſet forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, 
Rom. iii. 24, 25. 


OW fweet are the words, © by grace, without merit, ye are ſaved! O an in- 
exhauſtible fountain of all comfort and divine ſtrength! O how little are the 
generality of vain and worldly people, who ſtill feed upon huſks, acquainted 
with theſe words! How little are they reliſhed by our ſelf-righteous moral 
« ariſtians : But, O! how deliciouſly does a poor hungering ſinner fare upon them! 
there is hardly any thing leſs known and underſtood, as to the power and experi- 
ence, than the myſtery of CHRIST's ſuffering and dying for us, and juſtification 
by faith in him; though it is the only paradiſe and element of believers, and the 
greateſt jewel reſtored by the reformation. Such talking and repreſentations as 
ſtrike the imagination, are not ſufficient ; but we muſt alſo feel the mortal wounds 
of ſin, by which the fleſh is mortified, and be actually healed by the ſtripes of CAIS T. 


Gov, the great Gov, that rules the ſkies, | While I behold his bleeding love, 


The gracious and the juſt, His dying agonies. 
Makes his own Son a ſacrifice 
And here lies all our truſt, With ſhame and ſorrow here I own 


| How great my guilt has been : 
Here reſt, my faith, and ne'er remove This is my way t'approach the throne, 
Here let repentance riſe, 11 And Gop forgives my fin, 
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See that ye fall not out by the way, Gen. xlv. 24. 


Y OSEPH having ſhewn himſelf fully reconciled to his brethren diſmiſſes them with 
this needful caution, ** See that ye fall not out by the way ;"* he knew they 
were but too apt to be quarrelſome; one might ſay, © It was you that firſt upbraid- 
« ed him with his dreams ;** another, “It was you that ſaid, Let us kill him;“ 
another, „It was you that ſtripped him of his coat;“ another, It was you that 
«e threw him into the pit ;** another, “It was you that ſold him to the Iſhmaelites, 
&c. Thus their journey to their father's houſe would be very uncomfortable, if this 
1pirit of quarrelling and upbraiding once got poſſeſſion of them. 

Fellow-chriſtians, what a leſſon is here for us? what ſays our Lord IESus to us? 
Love one another, live in peace; whatever occurs, “ let us not fall out by the way.“ 
Are we not all brethren? Have we not all one Father? Are we not all ſubjects of 
free and ſov'reign grace? Are we not agreed in eſſential points? Are we not all 
finners by nature and practice? Have we not all one object of faith? Are we not 
all travelling the ſame road? O then, why ſhould we fall out by the way! Suppoſe 
we be of different denominations, yet holding the ſame head, why cannot we love 
as brethren ? (the beſt and moſt enlightened of all“ ſee but in part, through a glaſs 
darkly,” what a powerful reaſon is here for mutual forbearance ?) Let not the 
ſtrong deſpiſe the weak, nor the weak judge the ſtrong. Suppoſe our way ſhould 
part a little as to externals, yet all ſetting out from the ſame ſpiritual Egypt, all 
under the fame leader, why may not We all hope to meet at laſt in the true Canaan ? 
Have we not open and ſecret enemies enow, but we muſt quarrel one with another ? 
Satan, falſe profeſſors, and the ungodly world, ae unanimous in their oppoſition 
to us; let us be united, that they prevail not againſt us, PII Ir ii. 2, 
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Where ſhall J find reſt ?—Anſwer ; Thus ſaith the Lok p, ſtand ye in tht 
ways and ſce; and aſk for the old paths, where is the good way ; and 


walk therein, and you ſhall find reft for your ſouls, IE R. vi. 16. See alſo 
MATT. xi. 28, 29. 


| bs our own ways there is nothing but trouble ; but giving ourſelves 
entirely up to be guided of Gop as his own pleaſure, we can always 
be eaſy, ſince we know, that by every ſtep he brings us nearer to hea- 
ven. 'The only way to reſt, is the way of repentance and faith ; in which 
we look always upon ourſelves from the beginning to the end; not 
only as utterly loſt and condemned, but alſo as perfectly reconciled and 
juſtified malefactors in CHRIST. Thus to abide in him, to let him work 
alone, and be truly reſigned to his ways, will certainly have the deſired 
effect; whilſt, by the righteouſneſs and workings of our own hearts, we 
can never attain to it, which is worſe, may be lulled into a falſe reſt. 


Los, I believe a reſt remains - Where grief, and pain, and fear expire, 
To all thy people known ; Caſt out by perfect love. 


A reſt where pure enjoyment reigns, 
And thou art lov'd alone. . I now this reſt may know, 
elieve, and enter in 


A reſt, where all our ſouls defire Now, Saviour, now the pow'r beſtow, 
Is fixt on things above | And let me ceaſe from fin. 


= 
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Ye are complete in him, COL, ii. 10, 


HINK, O believer, with wonder and amazement, reflect with gra- 
titude and love, that, whilſt thou art deploring thy participation 
in the common ruin of the human nature, and mourning its ſad effects 
within thy ſoul, thou mayeſt yet look through all thine imperfection, 
frailty, and unworthineſs, to thy glorious Repreſentative, and ſee thyſelf 
complete in im. The law which would condemn thee, he has com- 
pletely ſatisfied ;—the obedience which it requires, in order to thine ac- 
ceptance with God, he hath completely paid; and that eternal life, 
from which thy ſinful imperfections mult have for ever barred thee, is 
now become thine unalienable inheritance, as the reward of his righte- 
ouſneſs, who lived and died for thee. Go forth then, and glorify him 
in heart and life; the more thou believeſt in him, the more wilt thou 
love him; and the more thou loveſt him, the better wilt thou ſerve him; 
until he ſhall remove thee from this vale or fin and ſorrow, let this be 
thy ſong in the houſe of thy pilgrimage. 


To all my vileneſs, Cxr15T is glory bright; | Sight to my blindneſs, to my meanneſs wealth; 


To all my mis'ries, infinite delight ; Lite to my death, and to my fickneſs health; 

To ail my ign'rance, wiſe without compare; | To darkneſs light, my liberty in thrall, 

To my deformity, th'eternal fair; What ſhall 9 CazisT is all in all. 
4 
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Will ye ſpeak wickedly for Gon, and talk deceitfully for bim] Jos xiii. 3. 


Thy word is truth, JOHN xvii. 17. 


* Moſes ſaw an Egyptian and an Iſraelite ſtriving together, 
he killed the Egyptian, and ſaved the Iſraelite, Exo. ii. 12. 
But when he ſaw two Iſraelites ſtriving together, he laboured to recon- 
cile them, ſaying, Ye are brethren, why do ye ſtrive ?”” So when we 
read, or fee the Apocryphal Books, or Heathen Story, or Popiſh Tradi- 
tions, contradicting the Scriptures ; as for inſtance, Jacob cprſeth the 
wrath and anger of Simeon and Levi, for murdering the Shechemites, 
Gen. xlix. 7. And Judith bleſſed Gop for killing of them, Jupirn g. 
Here, and in ſuch like places, let us kill the Egyptian, but ſave the Iſ- 
raelite; ſet a value on the Scriptures, but flight the Apocrypha, But 
when we meet with any appearance of ſeeming contradiction in the ca- 
non of Scripture ; ; as where it is ſaid, « Gop tempted Abraham,“ 
GENEs1S xxii. 1. and © Gop tempteth no man,” James i. 13. Here 
now, and in many other places, we muſt be recouncilers, and dil. 
tinguiſh between a temptation of trial, which is from God, and a 
temptation of ſeducement, which is by the devil; and theſe two ſeem- 
| ing different friends will appear to be brethren, and agree well. | 
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And Foſhua bleſed him, and gave unto Caleb the fon of Jephunneh, Hebron 


for an inheritance, JOSHUA xiv. 13. 

1 ſpies that went up to view the promiſed land, all, except Caleb and Joſhua, 

made a formidable report of the gigantic inhabitants of Hebron, ſay ing,“ We 
© are not able to go up againſt the people, for they are ſtronger than we.” Caleb, 
(anſwering well to his name, which fignifies, All heart ) © ſtilled the people before 
« Moſes, and ſaid, Let us go up at once, and poſſeſs it, for we are well able to over- 
„come.“ We are told he had another ſpirit with him, and followed Gos fully. 
Moſes therefore, becauſe he wholly followed the Lox D his God, was commiſſioned to 
make him a grant of all the land whereon his feet had troden, which wis the mount- 
tain of Hebron. Caleb was eighty-five years old when he reminded Joſhua of this 
promiſe ; he was forty when Moſes ſent him to ſpy out the land; thirty-eight years 
the Loz o had kept him in the wilderneſs, through the plagues of the deſert, and 
ſeven years in Canaan, through the perils of war; the city Hebron was already re- 
duced, but the inhabitants had repaired to the faſtneſſes of the mountain, theſe he 
wanted to diſpoſſeſs, aſſuring Joſhua, he had now the ſame ſtrength of body and 
holy confidence in Gop to engage in this dangerous enterprize, as he had at forty 
years ot age, when he was ſent as a ſpy. Nr bleſſed him, acknowledged his claim 
and deſerts, beſought Gop to proſper him in his undertaking, and gave him the 
country; thus was his fidelity and wprightneſs rewarded. ' 

Reader, are you like-hearted with Caleb ? Are you longing after Hebron, that is, 
communion with Gop ? Are you eager to fight againſt your ſpiritual foes, thoſe ſons 
of Anac, luſts, paſſions, devil, and the world? If ſo, remember the promiſe, ** As 
« your day is, ſo ſhall your ſtrength be found; keep up fellowſhip with Gon, 
and no enemy ſhall be too ſtrong for you; beware of jogging of enemies (by an eye 
of ſenſe) like the ſpies, lean not to your own underſtanding, but follow God fully; 
eye the Captain of your ſalvation, fight in his name and ſtrength, and you Gall con- 
quer every foe, | | 
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And it came to paſs, that at midnight the Lox ſmote all the firſt- born in le 
land of Egypt, from the firfl-born of Pharaoh that ſat on his throne, unto 
the fir/t-born of the captive that was in the dungeon, Ex0D. xii. 29. 


HE death of every firſt- born of the Egyptians carried ſo lively a 

[ reſemblance, and bore ſo natural a relation to their fin in deſtroy- 
ing every male of the Iſraelites, that they muſt needs perceive it was in- 
flicted as a puniſhment for that very cruelty; and conſequently muſt con- 
clude, that the Gop of Iſrael took particular cognizance of human tranſ- 
actions, and, ſooner or later, rewarded every man according to his works. 
The gradual increaſe of the judgments inflited on Egypt is ſomewhat 
remarkable, and equally expreſſive of the mercy and juſtice of Gop. 
The four firſt plagues were loathſome, rather than fatal to the Egyptians; 
but after that of the flies came the murrain, which chiefly ſpent its rage 
upon the cattle; the biles and blanes reached both manand beaſt, though 
there was ſtill a reſerve for life: the hail and locuſts extended, in a 
t meaſure, even to life itſelf: the firſt by an immediate ſtroke, and 
both conſequently by deſtroying the fruits of the earth. That of dark- 
neſs added conſternation to their minds, and laſhes to their conſciences ; 
and when all this would not reclaim, at length came the deciſive blow; 
ficſt the exciſion of the firſt-born, and then the drowning of the incorrigi- 
ble tyrant, and all his hoſt. Great and marvellous are thy works, O 
Lozp Gop Almighty ! juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of ſaints.” 
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Draw me, we will run after thee, SOLOMON's Song i. 4.—Divine anſwer ; 
I have loved thee with an everlaſling love : therefore with loving-kind- 
neſs have I drawn thee, JER. xxxi. 3. 


ANY and various are the ways the Almighty takes in bringing his children 

to himſelf, and to a knowledge of the things of their peace; ſometimes he 
draws by the ſilken bands of love; ſometimes by the ſtill ſmall voice of his Spirit; 
ſometimes by the cords of pain and ſickneſs ; ſometimes he drives them by the ſtorm 
and tempeſt of his broken law; but moſt effectually in giving his Son to die for them? 
Reader, pray always to him to make him ſenſible of the ſecret tender drawing of his 
love, and willing to follow them directly. This praying always is very needful, be- 
cauſe we are always in want, and without being inſtant and earneſt we cannot re- 
ceive much. Therefore it is not a hard command, but a great benefit and privilege; 
as if Gop ſhould ſay, You are a poor child, always wanting ſomething, but you 
may always pray to me, and I will always hear, and aſſiſt, and draw thee after me.“ 


O draw me, Saviour, after thee ; O that I, as a little child, 
So ſhall I run and never tire; May follow thee, nor ever reſt, 
With gracious words ſtill comfort me; | Till ſweetly thou haſt pour'd thy mild 
Be thou my hope, my ſole deſire: And lowly mind into my breaſt, 
Free me from ev'ry weight : nor fear, | Nor ever may we parted be 
Nor fin can come, if thou art here, { Till I become one ſpirit with thee, 
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T hoſe that honour me, I will honour ; and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lights 
| ly efleemed, 1 SAM. li. 30. 


MIS is part of the prophet's meſſage to Eli, when he honoured his ſons above 
Goo; he had indeed reproved them, ſaying, Why do ye theſe things? for 
6 hear of your evil doings by all the people.“ But he did nor exert his authority 
in puniſhing them as they deſerved, when they ſlighted his reproof. This was ac- 
counted by Gop as conniving at their fin. He therefore acquaints'him, that Hophni 
and Phineas, as they had ſinned together, ſhould die together, and his poſterity be 
cut off in the flower of their age, and from the high prieſthood. Eli was not much af- 
feed with this prophecy, till the threatening was repeated by Samuel, an artleſs 
child, who did not know the voice of the Lox p till Eli inſtructed him, It appear- 
ed then much more terrible than from the mouth of the prophet ; and led him hum- 
bly to acknowledge the juſtice of Goo, and to ſubmit to the ſentence with a truly 
penitent heart. This is written for our admonition. Are we valiant for the truth, 
regarding neither father or mother, or the moſt tender relation, where the intereſt 
and honour of our Gov is concerned? Parents, let this be a warning to you to train 
up your children in the fear of the Lox vp. 


The Los p IT HO VAR calls, O harden not your hearts, 
Be ev'ry ear inclin'd : But hear his voice to-day ; 
May fuch a voice awake each heart, Leſt-ere to- morrow's earlieſt dawn 


And captivate each mind. He call your ſouls away. 
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Abraham againſt hope believed in hope, Rom. iv. 21. 
O My ſoul, thou having not like Abraham only one ſingle, but many 


thouſand promiſes and patterns of faithful believers before thee, 
It 15 fit that thou ſhouldeſt ſtrongly rely on the word in faith, And though 
the Lord delayeth his help, and the evil ſeemeth to grow worſe and 
worſe, be not weak, but rather ftrong, and rejoice ; fince the moſt glo- 
rious on of Gos are 22 fulfilled in ſuch a wondrous man- 
ner, that he ſteps forth to ſave us at a time when there is the leaſt ap- 
pearance of it, nay the contrary follows; for in the greateſt extremities 
God is neareſt with his help. And this method he chooſes, that we 
may not truſt upon any thing that we fee or feel, as we are always apt 
to do, but only upon his bare word, which we can and mult depend 
upon in every ſtate. 


How large the promiſe | how divine, The Angel of the cov'nant proves, 


To Abrah'm and his ſeed ! And ſeals the bleſſing ſure. 
« I'll be a Gop to thee and thine, 
Supplying all their need,” Our God, how faithful are his ways, 
His love endures the ſame; 
The words of this extenfive love Nor from the promiſe of his grace 


From age to age endure ; Blots out the fanner's name, 
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Immediately I conferred not with fleſh and blood, Gal. 1. 16. For the king's 
* commandment was urgent; much more the commandment of the King 


of kings, Dan. iii. 22. Therefore, be not flothful in buſineſs, Ron. xii. 11. 


HE ſpeedieſt and eaſieſt method to accompliſh our deſire of over- 
coming the evil and doing the good, 1s an immediate compliance 
with our firſt convictions, without conferring with fleſh and blood. If 
we delay the work, we give room to other people without, and to Satan 
and to our ſinful hearts from within, to perſuade us to the contrary ; by 
which the fleſh can eaſily renew its ſtrength, and the ſpirit will be weak- 
ened. And what will be the conſequence of this? but, that either 
we miſcarry in our deſign, or that the conflit will be afterwards ſo much 
ſharper ; and the good work, if not ſtifled, dropt entirely; yet it will not 
be done ſo completely, and with ſuch ſingeleſs of heart, as it ſhould be. 
But if we always narrowly watch our hearts, and are faithful, engaging 
directly even with the leaſt oppoſition, then our enemies will not be ſo 
ſtrong, and we ſhall have no reaſon to deſpair. 


Jzsv, mighty to renew, Take away my darling ſin, 
Work in me to will and do; Make me willing to be clean; 
Turn my nature's rapid tide, Make me willing to receive 


Stem the torrent of my pride. What thy goodneſs waits to give. 
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Neither yield ye your members as inſtruments of unrighteouſne/s unto ſin : but 
yield yourſelves unto GoD, as tho/e that are alive from the dead; and your 
members as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God, Rom. vi. 13. 


F Gop has my members as weapons and inſtruments in his hands, I 
ſhall certainly be able not only to work, but alſo to conquer, ſince 
he underſtands full well how to manage them. May the Loxp only give 
me grace not to wind myſelf out of his hands, elſe I muſt needs be like 
a dead, uſeleſs carcaſs. For how can a pen write alone, without being 
in the hand of a writer? It is true indeed, that it is very hard, nay im- 
offible, to be really good, and do all that is good, if we undertake it 
alone; but Gop himſelf living and working in us, and we truly delight- 
ing in him, it is very eaſy and pleaſant. Therefore care is only to be 
taken, that our hearts may be always the working-place, and our mem- 
bers the inſtruments of Gop, in which and through which he can per- 
form every thing himſelf. 


Now Gop I ſerve, to him alone The meaneſt, baſeſt inſtrument, 
My thankful homage pay ; His glory deigns to uſe. 
My only maſter Cux IST, I own, - 
And him will 1 obey. 1 Servant of fin too long I was, 
But Cunts r has ſet me free; 
To him my members I preſent, Glory to his victorious grace, 
Which he will not refuſe; | Which freely ranſom d nie. 
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The fear of man bringeth a ſnare.— Be not conformed to this auorld. IF any 


man love the world, the loue of the Fathtr is not in him, PRov. xxix. 
25. RoM. xii. 2. 1 Jonx ii. 15. | 


OW many people {well with pride and vanity, for ſuch things as they would 

not Know how to value at all, but that they are admired in the world? How 
fearful are many of having their houſes poorly turniſhed, or themſelves meanly 
cloathed, for this only reaſon, leſt the world ſhoutd make no account of them, and 
place them amongſt low and mean people? How often would a man have yielded 
to the haughtineſs and ill-nature of others, and ſhewn a ſubmiſſive temper, but 
that he dares not paſs for ſuch a poor-ſpirited man in the opinion of the world? 
Many a man would often drop a reſentment, and forgive an affront, but that he is 
afraid, if he ſhould, the world would not forgive him. How many wilt to be real 
chriſtians, and would practice chriſtian temperance and ſobriety in its utmoſt per- 


- FeRion, were it not for the cenſure which the world paſſes upon ſuch a life? Others 


have frequent intentions of living up to the rules of the chriſtian religion, which they 
are frighted from, by conſidering what the world would ſay of them. Thus does the 
impreſſion which we have received from living in the world enſlave our minds, 
that we dare not attempt to be eminent in the ght of Gop and holy angels, for 
fear of being little in the eyes of the world. Reader, how is it with thee ?—art 
thou ſtill hanging between Gop and the world? Confider for a moment, what can 
the world give thee in exchange for the favour of Gop ? What can it help thee in 
fickneſs, death, and judgment? Make one ſerious reflection, and the ſnares of 
the world will be broken at once, 
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At the beginning of thy ſupplications the commandment came forth, Dax. ix. 
| 23. Continuing inſtant in prayer, ROM. x11. 12. 


S ſoon as we begin to pray earneſtly, the Loxp hears and figns our 
A petitions to help and bleſs us: for every ſupplication is the pro- 
nouncing and ſealing of a bleſſing. It is true, we don't always obſerve ic 
immediately ; but in due time we ſhall certainly receive even a viſible 
Kelp. Therefore let us only go on, and put, as it were, one weight of 
prayers after another upon the ſcales of the ſanctuary : ſurely our great- 
eſt diſtreſs will at laſt be overbalanced, and ſalvation brought down. But 
it is well to be obſerved, that we muſt alſo be watchful, and not act con- 
trary to the intent of our prayers, which might provoke the Loꝝx to diſ- 
annul the ſigning of his FiaT (Grant) again, or at leaſt to delay his help. 
But when he tarries long, it is not his intention to give us a denial, 
but rather make us more deſirous and earneſt that he may beſtow ſo 
much upon us afterwards ; for this delay he will certainly well recom - 
penſe, and grant us abundantly above all that we could aſk or think. 


Friend of finners, King offfaints, 
Anſwer my minuteſt wants, 

All my largeſt thoughts require; 
Grant me all my heart's deſire; 
Give me till my cup run o'er, 
All, and infinitely more, 


Lon d, I will not let thee go, 
Till the bleſſing thou beſtow : 
Hear my Advocate divine; 
Lo! to his my ſuit I join: 
oin'd to his it cannot fail, 
leſs me, for 1 will prevail. 
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When the woman ſaw that the tree was good for food, and that it was plea- 
fant to the eyes, and a tree to be deſired to make one wiſe ; ſhe took of the 
fruit thereef, and did eat, and gave alſo unto her huſband with her, and 
he did eat, GEN. iii. 6. Every man is tempted, when he is drawn away 
of his own luſt, and enticed. Then when luſt has conceived, it brings 


forth /in, &c. JAMES i. 14, 15. 


HUS one fin always begets another. By theeyes it ruſhes into the heart; from 
the heart it proce. ds into the mouth, hands, and feet; from us it is transfer- 
red upon others, and thus we go on ſinning and falling deeper and deeper. There- 
fore we muſt ſet a ſtrict guard over our eyes and ears; be very cautious, and refiſt 
the leaſt beginnings of fin, not making light of any: for the leaſt ſpark of worldly 
luſt being entertained and cheriſhed, we eat of THE FoeBIDDEN TREE ſtanding 
every where before us; and thereby a great fire may be kindled. But having always 
our eyes fixed in all our converſation upon the preſence of Gop in CHRIS, ſo as to 
walk continually in the light, and directly to quell the leaſt inward motion of evil; 
they will never break forth into groſs outward fins, but we ſhall daily grow in grace, 
May the Lon p enable me to practiſe this good leſſon, and watch himſelf continually 
over my heart, eyes, lips, and all other ſenſes and thoughts, 


With. ey whole heart I ſeek thy face, | Thy word I hide within my heart 


O ler me never ſtray To keep my conſcience clean, 
From thy commands, O God of grace, And be an everlaſtiug guard 
Nor tread the finner's way. From ev'ry.rifing ſin, 
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Te preaching of the croſs is to us, which are ſaved, the power of Gop, 
1 Cos. i. 18. | 


That I might always feed upon and experience its power, till I 

have obtained a complete victory. Whoſoever was bit by the fiery 
ſerpent, looking upon the brazen ſerpent, lived, Nums. xxi. 9. Thus 
always to look upon CRHRISH crucified, is the one thing needful, from 
which all other bleflings flow, Joan iii. 14, 15, O Load, grant that 
the eyes of my faith may be immoveably fixed upon thee upon the croſs, 
ſo as to be entirely healed at laſt : for as long as I live, I feel the bitin 
of the old ſerpent, therefore muſt I alſo look upon thee continually, 


So did the Hebrew prophet raiſe High on the croſs the Saviour hung, 
The brazen ſerpent high; High in the heav'ns he reigns : 

The wounded felt immediate caſe, Here ſinners, by th'ald ſerpent ſtung, 
The camp forbore to die. | Look, and forget their pains, 

Look upward in the dying hour, When Gop's own Son is lifted up, 
And live, the prophet cries; A dying world revives; 

But CRAHAIS＋ performs a nobler cure The Jew beholds the glorious hope, 
When faith lifts up her eyes. | Th'expiring Gentile lives. 
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The law is not made for a righteous man, to condemn him, 1 TIN. i. 9. 
OR he being dead to the law by the death of CnxIsr, and living to 
F Gon in righteouſneſs, the law can condemn him no more than a 
dead man, or one that liveth in heaven already, nay, CaursT, himſelf : 
for it condemns only the fin, but he is in CHRIST, without fin ; the fin 
being aboliſhed, the wrath and curſe of the law is alſo removed, and 
race and bleſſing reſtored in its place. Car1sT has taken all his fins 
upon himſelf, and imparted his own perſect obedience to the law to him 
therefore in CHRIST he has fully ſatisfied all the demands of the law, — 
is entirely free from its dreadful denunciations in his conſcience ; the 
blood of CHa sr cleanfing us from all ſins, and conſequently from an 
evil conſcience, Hes. ix. 9g—14. chap. x. 22. Being ſprinkled and co: 
vered with his blood and golden robes of grace, the Loxp is petfettly. 
_ and does not find fault with us any more. It makes interceſſion 


r us with Gop, crying continually 4 Abba, Abba; mercy, mercy ; 
1 * and obtains gr don, life, and ſalvatio 
peace, peace; an grace, pardon, life, and ſa n. 


Blood has a voice to pierce the ſkies; Pardon and peace from Gop on high: 

Revenge, the blood of Abel cries ; Behold, he lays his vengeance by ; 
But the dear ſtream when Chriſt was ſlain, } And rebels that deſerve his ſword, 
Speaks peace as loud from ev'ry vein, Become the fav'rites of the LRD. 
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There is none like unto the Gon of Feſhurun, who rideth upon the heaven 
in thy help, and in his excellency on the ſky, DEvuT. xxxiii. 26. 


T. theſe laſt words to Moſes, we have the glory of Gop ſet forth in the commu- 
nication of good to God's Iſrael. The whole univerſe Gop hath made for his 
own-uſe, to be his chariot for him to ride in, as is repreſented in Ezekiel's viſion. In 
this chariot God's teat or throne is heaven, where he fits and governs. This viſible 
univerſe, ſubject to ſuch continual changes and revolutions, we may compare to the 
wheels of his chariot. God's providence is repreſented by the motion of the wheels: 
he brings to paſs his own counſels in the lower world, and manages and directs all, 
as a man doth his chariot, which he turns as it pleaſeth him. How ſafe then muſt 
they be who are under the wing of the Gop of Jeſhurun, who find him reconciled 
to them by the Death of his Son, and feel themſelves reconciled to him by the power 
of his grace! “ He rideth on the heavens for their help,“ and none can outſtrip his 
23 8, or obſtruct his purpoſe. Verily, he it is that giveth ſtrength and victory to 

is people; blefſed be Gop ! Reader, is the Gop of Jeſhurun, the God of Iſrael, 
thy Gop ? Is he who rideth on the heavens thy help? Does thine heart truſt in him 
alone, and does his grace ſubdue thine outward iniquities, and thine inbred corrup- 
tions? Is he who rideth on the ſky thy excellence? Does he ſeem ogly excellent 
in thy eyes, and cauſe thee to excel in virtue? Has he planted thee among his ex- 
cellent ones of the earth, and made thee to abound in faith and love, and fruits of 
righteouſneſs ? If the Loa p is not thy help, alas ! thou wilt be Alain by fin, and 
prove a ruined ſoul. If the Los p is not thy excellence, thou art ill an apoſtate 
ſpirit, a ſtranger unto God, and to his CyrxisT. Awake, ariſe and call on Gov; 
His ear is open unto prayer; and thou art yet on mercy's ground: O call upon him 


' ſpeedily, and cry unto him earneſtly, that thou periſh not. 
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Let your converſation be without covetouſneſs, and be content with ſuch things 
as ye have, Hes. xiii. 5. For they that will be rich, fall into tempta- 
tion and à ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown 
men in perdition and deſtruction : for the love of money is the root of all 
evil, &c. 1 TM. vi. 9, 10. 


Covetous man is called an idolater, and has no part in the kingdom of 
1 Gop : hut who believes that he is covetous ? Now here you ſee, that every 
one is actually covetous who is not content with what he has. And what ſays the 
apoſtle of ſuch as will be rich? Tyxey FALL. Not only, it was poſſible for them 
to fall: no, they actually fall. O reader, be frightened; deſtroy the covetous de. 
fires of thy heart, and keep it diſentangled from temporal things ; for who knows 
how ſoon you muſt go out of this world, and leave every thing behind? Away from 
it with thy heart, elſe thy death will be very hard. The chriſtian's motto is Gop 
AND ENOUGH: for he that has Gop, is content; and conſequently always rich 
enough, even in poverty. And that muſt be a covetous man indeed, who has not 
enough, having God. O Lon p, make me ſo free by faith from the love of earthly 
things, that I may equally praiſe thee, whether thou be pleaſed to give me ſome- 
thing, or take it away from me; and that I may never covetouſly refuſe that to 
others or to myſelf, that thou haſt given, and ſhould be beſtowed upon us, 


The rich young man whom Ixsus loy'd, | His love of earthly treaſures prov'd 
Should warn us to forbear: A fatal golden ſnare, Maxx x. 24s 
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The ſoul of the diligent ſpall be made fat, Prov. xiii. 4. 


OU are concerned for having no more grace, What is the reaſon ? Perhaps 

you are indolent, careleſs, and unfaithful. And though you have no war- 

rant even for an hour to live, yet unreaſonably you ſuppoſe to have time enough z 
therefore you are not ſerious, diligent, and fervent in praying for ſufficient ſtrength - 
to be always prepared, and have boldneſs in death. No wonder, if you do not im- 


mediately refiſt fin, that it grows ſtrong, and you always are weak and diſcouraged. 
And how can you expect to receive more grace, if you do not faithfully improve 


what little you have? If you would but diligently and faithfully apply yourſelf to 
the word and prayer, Gop would certainly not be wanting on his part to fulfil his 
promiſes, and give you enough : but not otherwiſe. For it is well to be obſerved, 
and we muſt know it once for all, that there is no ſuch thing as making any progreſs 
in grace and carrying our point, unleſs we are mindful of ourſelves, watching and 
praying againſt all fins, and whatever may be an hindrance on one hand; and fol- 
lowing with all diligence that which is good, and what may be a furtherance on 
the other. It is not enough to uſe so, but we muſt uſe ALL diligence; and ac- 
cording as our grace is increaſed, our diligence muſt increaſe alſo, ſince it goes 
againſt the ſtream. 


Right to reſiſt the ſinful pow'r We muſt be watchful ev'ry hour, 
Requires a ſtrong reſtraint ; And pray, but never faint, - 
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In lowlineſs of mind let each eſteem other better than themſelves, Parr. ii. 3. 
Bear ye one another's burdens, and ſo fulfil the law of CHRIST. For if a 
man think himſelf to be ſomething, &c. But let every man prove his own 
ous and then he ſhall have rejoicing in himſelf alone, and not in another, 

AL. vi. 2, 3, 4. | 
FF we were bee and looked upon ourſelves as the moſt mi- 
ſerable of all, we ſhould willingly ſubmit to all adverſities, and pa- 
tiently bear the burdens and infirmities of others, conſidering that Gop 
has borne with us a great deal more. Obſerving therefore the faults of 
our neighbour, we muſt not forget our own. ons in other things 
. we are weaker than he, This muſt reftrain us from judgipg raſhly, or 
ſpeaking unadviſedly to others; but firſt, we ſhould ſpeak to Gop about 
it, and then try with gentle means to bring them to rights again. Nay, 
the beſt method is to conſider our neighbour on the good, and ourſelves 
on the bad fide: and to ſee whether we can excuſe him, and accuſe our- 
ſelves. And if his fault could not be excuſed in any manner, we muſt 
not ſuffer him to ſtir up our corruption, but come in with prayer bo- 
tween Gov and him, to plead his cauſe before his throne in hearty love. 

This requires more than cenſorious judging. It is very eaſy to find fault 

with others; but to ſhew love, and reſtore them by prayer and brotherly 

correction, is quite another thing. | | 

Bleſs'd are the ſouls who ſtand afar Gop will ſecure their happy ſtate, 

From rage and paſſion, noiſe and war; | And plead their cauſe againſt the greny 
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Thou openeſt thy hand, and ſatisfieff = defire of every living thing, Psalu 
cxlv. 16. 


HO conſiders theſe words enough? The hand of Gop being.my 
capital cellar and ſtorehouſe, is it not a ſhame to be anxiouſly 
careful for any thing? Has the Logo all things in his hand? then ſurely 
I ſhall receive what he has for me; none will be able to withhold it. 
Faith has always a free acceſs to the treaſures of God, who is never 
wanting. Chriftians have their cheſts, cellars, and treaſures in ſuch a high 
place, even in Gov, that no thief can rob them, and they are ſure to have 
enough in Gop. And though the Loxp ſhould try them with want a 
little while, yet he relieves them in due time: their bread muſt rain from 
heaven, rather than that they ſhould be left without. You need not, 
ſays Cuxisr, ſeek theſe other things, ſtraight they ſhall be brought to 
you, if ye only abide in me. If this does not comfort and ſtrengthen us, 
nothing elſe will. Now many rely on their full pockets and purſes ; but 
if they had true faith, it would be enough that they believed and had it 
in God's hand, purſe, and cheſt. If the Lox is pleaſed to beſtow ſome 

roviſion upon him, he bleſſes him for it, and is careful to apply it well. 
But if he thinks proper to deny it him, he is equally content and chearful. 


The Los p is good, the Lox is kind; | And the whole race of man ſhall find 
| Great is his grace, his mercy ſure; His truth from age to age endure. 
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And they with/icod Uzziah the king, and ſaid unto him, it appertaineth not 
unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incenſe unto the LORD, but to the prieſts, the 
Jons of Aaron, that are conſecrated to burn incenſe. Go out of the janc- 
tuary, for thou haſt treſpaſſed, neither ſhall it be for thine honour from 
the Lox D Geb, 2 CHRON. xxvi. 18. 


ERE is the only blot we find on the name of Uzziah: As long as he ſought 
the Loxp, and worſhiped him according to divine appointment, Gop made 
him to proſper, Gop helped him marvellouſly, till he was ſtrong ; but when he was 
ftrong, his heart was lifted up to his own deſtruction. He was not content with 
the honours Gop had put upon him, but would uſurp thoſe that were forbidden 
him, like our firſt parents. The chief prieſt, and other prieſts, were ready to burn 
incenſe for the king, according to the duty of their office; and plainly acquainted 
Him that if, through a miſtaken zeal, he offered to do it himſelf, he would incur 
the wrath of Gop, and ſuffer for it; but this ſerved only to excite his wrath, till 
he felt the judgment of Gov's hand in his puniſhment. Though he ſtrove with the 
prieſts, he would not ſtrive with his Maker, but retired as ſoon as he was ſmitten 
with the leproſy. We ſee in the prefent inſtance, as in many others that © the Gop 
we have to do with is a jealous Gop, who expects all that ſerve him ſhall do it 
according to his own inſtitutions. Do you, Reader, come to him in the way of his 
appointments. Take care that you come not with unhallowed fire before the Lox p, 
leit you be alſo ſmitten. The incenſe of our prayers muſt be by faith put into the 
Bands of our Lox n Jes vs, the great High-Prieſt of our profeſſion ; elſe we ſhall and 
outlclves deceived, if we expect it ſhould have acceptance with Gop, 
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He, the Lok b, will beautify the meek with ſalvation, ps alu exlix. 4 


And if ye ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake, happy are ye, 1 PETER iii. 4 
- PSALM x. 17. XX11, 26. XXXVIL 11. xlviii. 10. ISAIAH liv. 11. 


- A LL this is for the humble and poor in ſpirit : How does that agree? 
| poor, and yet bleſſed ? O, yes, poor in ourſelves, but bleſſed and 
glorious in CHRIST. If we never experience his glory, the reaſon is, we 
are not truly ſenſible of our miſery ; but when we are come quite low, 
let us confidently lay hold on CHRIST, and we ſhall be bleſſed : for all 
is ours. We may ſay, O Lox, if thou art a glorious help to the needy, 
Jo! here is want and miſery enough; therefore I come with all my want 
and poverty to the fulneſs of thy grace and riches, with my darkneſs to 
thy light, with my death to thy life. Grant that all my evils may be 
ſwallowed up by thy ggodneſs and glorious deliverance. Mine innume- 
Table wants I ſet before thee, as ſo many empty veſſels, and deſire to 
have them filled with thy ſpiritual and heavenly bleſſings. 


O might I hear thy heav'nly tongue How would my leaping heart rejoice, 
But whiſper, ** Thou art mine!“ And think my heav'n ſecure ! 

Thoſe gentle words ſhould raife my fong I truſt the all-creating voice, 
To notes almoſt divine, And faith dclires no more. 
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Be renewed in the ſpirit of your mind, Een. iv. 2 3. 


Lon p, grant that I may daily and hourly repent, have evermore 

a tender feeling of my ſins, that by the proc of thy death the old 
man may be crucified, and by the power of thy reſurrection the new 
man may riſe up, and grow daily more and more in thy favour. Let 
me ever be in earneſt, and look upon every day as the very firſt and the 
very laſt; that with each I may, as it were, begin anew to work out 
my falvation with fear and trembling, and ſo be always prepared for 
death and eternity. Give me grace to ſurmount all difficulties, and to 
avoid every thing that may prove a torment of conſcience in the hour 
of death. And as there is no ſtanding ftill, I humbly beſeech thee to ſtir 
me up daily and hourly more and more, that I may make all hafte, and 
give all diligence to make my calling and election ſure.” 


Losp, I am vile, conceiv'd in fin; The law demands a perfect heart; 
And born unholy and unclean; But we're deftl'd in every part. 
Sprung from the man whoſe guilty fall 
Corrupts the race and taints us all. | Great Gop ! create my heart anew, . 
And torm my ſpirit pure and true 3 
O make me wiſe betimes to ſpy 


My danger and my remedy. 


— 


Soon as we draw our infant breath 
The leeds of fin grow up for death; | 
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El. has diſperſed, he has given to the poor; his righteouſne/5 endures for ever, 
Ps AL M exii. 9. In the morning ſow thy feed, and in the eventng with 
. Gold not thy hand, ECCLES. xi. 6. ; 


HOSE that lay up treaſures on earth, ſuffer nothing to lie long uſeleſs, but 

lend it.out as faſt as they can; and ſuch as defire to reap foon and plentitully, 

are careful to ſow ſoon and plentifully. Therefore lend and ſow ye alſo in good 
time, for there may be times when you cannot ſhew charity, or at leaſt not ſo 
largely. We muſt not pretend to pay the debt of charity with ſome poor mites and 
pence. If you will give ſomething, give bountifully ; take your bands full, as if 
you were a ſowing, like the poor widow with her two mires, which ſhe ſowed out 
freely, though it was her whole ſubſtance. But the rich ones were not ſo liberal, 
but covetoufly offered only what they could ſpare very well. Is it not ſaid,” we 
we ſhould ſow, and confequently take hands-tull ; for Gop loveth a chearful giver, 
and will in his turn diſpenſe again bountifully to you, that ye ſhall have ſufficiency 
in all things to every good work? (But Gop diſpenſing fo bountifully to you, why 
ſhould you then grudge him any thing, or make only ſuch poor returns?) For what 
we do to our neighbour, is the ſame as if it were done to Go himſelf, if done in 
faith and love. | 


Awake, my zeal, awake, my love, Awake, my charity, and: feed 
And ſerve my Saviour here below, The hungry ſoul, and ciothe the poor: 
In works which all the ſaints above, In heav'n are found no ſons of need; 


Which holy angels cannot do. There all theſe duties are no more, 
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He foall redeem Iſrael from all his iniquities, PsaLM exxx. 8. O tbe hope 
of 1jrael, the Saviour thereof in time of tronble, JR. xiv. 8. In wratÞ 


remember mercy, Ha RAR. iii. 2. 


ESPAIR not, O my ſoul, in any tribulation or conflict, as if it were impoſſi- 

ble to overcome it. The all- healing word of.Gop contains advice and com- 

fort for all caſes. The LoD being thy helper in all adverfities, and able to turn the 
ſharpeſt afflictions into the greateſt bleſſings, he would never ſmite, nor withhold 
tomething from thee, if he was not willing alſo to heal, and give thee ſomething ber. 
ter in its place. OIL. on, I truſt thou wilt carry me through all difficulties, 
Though my miſery and weakneſs were ever ſo great, yet there is nothing too 
great for thee; it is all one to thee, to help in great or little diſtreſſes: nay, the 
more 1 am ſurrounded with grief and weakneſs, the more wilt thou-pity, ſpare, and 
nouriſh me, as a tender mother does the leaſt of all her children, and the more there 
will be occaſion for thee to ſhew thy mighty ſalvation ; for the leaſt- is impoſſible 
to me, but the greateſt and moſt difficult things are poſſible and very eaſy to thee. 
The ſharper and longer my diſtreſs and conflicts have been, the nearer, greater, and 
fweeter, I truſt, will alſo be my victory and ſalvation; and I ſhall not be tempted 
above meaſure. Yes, the Lon p will aſſiſt me to conquer all, even the moſt ſtub. 


born enemies. 


There's full redemption at his throne The great Redeemer is his Son: 
For ſinners long enſlav'd | And Iſr'el ſhall be ſav'd. 2 
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There is an accurſed thing in the midſt of thee, O Tjrael ; thou canf? nat 
ſtand before thine enemies, until you take away the accurſed thing from 
among you, JOSHUA vii, 13. Sce alſo 2 PxT. i. 4. Having e/caped 
the corruption that is in the world through luſt. 


HE entertaining of every worldly luſt, and indulgence of any known wilful 

ſin, is ſuchan accurſed thing, by which we are deprived of the power of 
Goo, that we cannot ſtand before our enemies, Behold therefore the ſeverity of 
Gor, Jos. vii. 21—26. and be more earneſt, Make all haſte to flee from the 
luſt of the world, eſpecially from the luſt of the eye, which is the love of money. 
What more needful than to break off, even the moſt ſubtle and ſpecious bands of 
unrighteouſneſs, Unleſs the ſplinters of the unjuſt mammon be taken out, the 
wound cannot be healed up. Nay, examine thyſelf cloſely in other things, and 
whatever finful luſt harbours in thy breaſt, be faithful to put it off, and flee from 
it, elſe you muſt not wonder at your being ſo weak in ſpirit. He that does not re- 
ſiſt the ſinſul motions of his heart, will alſo very eafily give a looſe to his hands and 
tongue. But he that immediately ſubdues the inward corruptions, will certainly 
be preſerved from their breaking out in finful actions. O Loxp, deliver me from 
all accurſed things, and keep my heart always under thy cloſeſt inſpection and 
diſcipline. Amen. | 


Why ſhould my paſſion mix with earth, | Why ſhould I cleave to things below, 
And thus debaſe my heav'nly birth! And let my Gop, my Saviour go? 


20 NOVEMBER 856. 
T abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes, Jon xiii. 6. 


dear Reader, reflect a moment who it was that made this con. 
feſſion, and conſider the many excellencies that he had; ſee 

Chap. xxxi. Doubtleſs you will be ready to aſk, Why this ſelf-abhor- 
rence? What did this man want? Let me give the anſwer for you: Be- 
fore his eyes were opened, the very thing -that you do, if in the like 
confidence; and the want of which makes every man vile and deſpi- 
cable in the pure eye of Gop, ſelf-knowledge, or humility. Elihu 
charges Job-home with an undue opinion of his own righteouſneſs ; and 
God, who by ſtroke upon ſtroke, and not one too much, had brought 
kim to the-dunghill, is repreſented as carrying on the fame accuſation 
againſt him. The whole iſſues in Job's humiliation, as a moſt impor- 
tant leſſon of inſtruction to all mankind, never to ſtand upon their vin- 
dication with Gop ;. and the book, in this view of it, is preparatory to 
the goſpel, and a ſtriking comment on thoſe words of St. Paul and the 
Pſalmiſt, ** All have ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of Gop ; in thy 
« ſight ſhall no man living be juſtified. Gop be merciful to me a ſin- 
« ner,” is a hard prayer. One eye upon the perfection of God's law, 


and another upon your own heart, may poſſibly bring you up to it, 
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And they ſung a new ſong, ſaying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
open the ſeals thereof; for thou aſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to Gop 
by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, 


Rev. v. 9. 


N heaven we ſhall have a perfect knowledge of ſin, far beyond any thing we now 
conceive of it, in conjunction with the greatneſs of our deliverance; and the 
glory of redeeming mercy will be the erernal ground of our love and adoration. 
On earth, it is the great exerciſe and difficult work of faith, to ſee fm and CRN TS 
at the ſame time, or be penetrated with a lively ſenſe of our defert, and abfolute 
freedom from condemnation. But the more we know of both, the nearer ap- 
proach we ſhall make to heaven; and we are our own greateſt enemies, if, toge- 
ther with the fulleſt comprehention of fin, and the deepeft humiliation for it, we 
do not look ſteadily unto Jesvs, and ſee it taken away by the Lamb of God, 
This, though continually repeated by the heavenly choir, is called their neo fong ; 
becauſe it is always matter of as great joy to them, as if they had never ſung it be- 
fore; and becauſe the love of Gop and of CxrersT in their redemption, is always 
opening upon them with new and increafing wonders, O my ſoul, let nothing, 
tet not thy fin, hinder thee from beginning it now. 


He worthy is bleſt | By Irs uv's blood-ſhedding, 

By ſpirits at reſt, His burial and ſmart. 
Who once in this deſart | To him that was flain 

His Godhead confeſs'd. The ſcorn'd Nazarene, 

My ſoul bear a part, Be glory and honour ; 

For ranſom'd thou art | Let all ſay, Amen.” 


_ 
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| Follow me, Lokk v. 27. And endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier of 
Y CRIs T, 2 Tim. ii. 3. | 


E that ſtrenuouſly endeavours to break his own will in every thing, and re- 
ſolutely overcomes his natural averfion to prayer, loves humility, and every 

good work, ſhews more power than another who can do it with more eaſe. With 
this faithfulneſs the Lord is ſo well pleaſed, that he rewards it at laſt, and gives us 
grace to do it alſo with a willing heart; but we muſt firſt be made truly ſenfible 
-of the deep corruption of our hearts, rhat then we may uſe the more violence in 
prayer. And if we are but going on in this conflict, the delays of Gop are ſoon 
made up with ſo much greater deliverance. But if we pray only, and do not alſo 
quickly reſiſt the propenſity of our own heart in all things, there will never be ſuch 
a thing as making any progreſs at all; ſince the tubbornneſs of our fleſh requires 
it, that prayer and conflict muſt always go hand in hand. Only it is to be ob, 
ſerved, that all this muſt be done in faith. Now, O Loxy, grant that I may 
quickly take all thy hints. T hou art a faithful Gop indeed, thou calleſt, warneſt, 
and moveſt me often enough; O that I was faithful, alſo punctually and imme- 
| diately to follow thee in all things, ſhould it be ever ſo much againit the inclina- 
tion of my heart at firſt. May I never, through unbelief, unfaithtulneſs, confu- 
fion, ſelf-will, and overdoings, bring any affliction upon me, and hurt myſelf, 
not ſo much as in body, much leſs in ſoul, | | 


My deareſt Saviour and my guide, O let me never run aſtray, 
I would be walking at thy fide; Nor follow the forbidden way. 
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Te Lord it not far from every one of us ; for in him we live, and move, 
and have our being, ACTS xvii. 27, 28. Even the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered, LUKE xii. 7. 


The cloſe and more than maternal care! Nothing is ſo mean, but it is un- 

der the providence of Gos, ſince even the leaſt things can either hurt or pro- 

fit the ſoul. And how ſweet is it to obſerve his footſteps even in the minuteſt 
things, and to be ſatisfied that we may truſt our greater and leſſer concerns to his 
care! O Loxo, grant that I may never ſwerve from, nor do any thing without 
thee; but that my goings in and goings out may be always done in thy preſence, 
as if I had to do with none but thee ; nay, as if we both lived alone together in 
the world. O that I could tranſaR, as it were, all my affairs with thee alone, 
and in all places look upon thee as if thou waſt only a Goo for me. Let me al- 
ways Carefully obſerve all the inward and outward teſtimonies of thy providence, 
ſo as daily and hourly to have a true ſenſe of thy gracious preſence in every thing, 
more or leſs important; and thereby to be ever ſtrengthened in faith, and kept in 
a compoſed ſtate of mind; conſidering that nothing happens by mere chance, but 
every thing is wiſely ordered by thy proyidential care to our good; firmly believ- 
ing, if any thing goes contrary to expectation, that ſomething better will follow in 
its ſtead, if we only can be quiet and wait the time. : 9 


Gov, that muſt ſtoop to view the ſkies, } He over- rules all mortal things, 

And bow to ſee what angels do, And manages our mean affairs : 

Down to our earth he caſts his eyes, On humble ſouls the King i kings 

And bends his footſteps downward too. Beſtows his — ED and his Cares, 
2 
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Cleave to that eohich i 75 good, Rom. xii. 9. Seek thoſe things which ars 
above, COL. iii. 1. 


HE manners of ſuch things or perfons as we frequently converſe with, cleave 

very ealily to us. If we converſe much with Goo and heavenly things, we 

ſhall be heavenly-minded ; but if we deal much with the world and temporal 
things, we mult be ſenſual and worldly- minded. Up therefore with thy heart to 
Gov: lift it hourly up to him; and though it ſinks down often to the earth again, 
yet the Loap has patience, and will as often receive and accept of it again. 
Therefore raiſe it up continually, and take great care to keep it above, that it may 
not fink down and be defiled and cloyed with worldly things again. Thus it will 
be eaſy, whilſt, on the contrary, it is a hard matter to abide in a ſpiritual frame; 
like a feather, which eaſily riſes higher and higher when kept above ground, but 
moves very heavy upwards, when once fallen into the dirt. This you may take 
as a lively figure of an eaſy and heavy method in the practice of religion. Chooſe, 
now, which you pleaſe. O that I may always chooſe the beſt, namely, the work 
and ſufferings of the Lord, and never plunge myſelf into needleſs troubles and 


conflicts. 


Deſcend from heav'n, immortal Dove, Beyond, beyond this lower ſky, 
Stoop down and take uson thy wings, Up where eternal ages roll, 
And mount and bear us far above Where ſolid pleaſures never die, 


The reach of theſe inferior things And fruits immortal feaſt the ſoul, 
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Lory, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, &c. Luxx ii. 29, 30. 
' Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be firong, &c. Is A. xxxv. 3, 4. 


7 OT the weak faith of a fearful, trembling, and tempted believer, 
but the wilful unbelief only is damnable. If I do not rejeR the 
ranſom of CarisT my ſurety, but am defirous to accept of it by taith, it 
is as impoſſible that God can reje& me, as it is impoſſible for him to re- 
ject my ſurety, and his own decree and eternal counſel of love; which 
can never be. O Los, it goes beyond the reach of all reaſon, how I 
ſhall depart in faith and peace, ſince I am the weakeſt of all, and would 
deſpair a thouſand times for once: But as “ thy peace is ſaid to paſs 
* al underſtanding,” PRIL. iv. 7. will nevertheleſs be ſufficient to 
keep even the moſt fearful and weakeſt ſoul ; for it is not by any power 
of our own, but ſolely by thy divine power, that © we ſhall be kept 
through faith unto ſalvation.” And it is equally the ſame to thee to 
carry the weakeſt or the ſtrongeſt through the gates of death; for ſince 
thou art always the ſame wiſe, gracious, and mighty Gon, in all cir- 
cumſtances, and muſt do the work alone for both, thou wilt then ſurely 
lend me alſo thine all-ſufficient aid and aſſiſtance. 
Saints by the power of Gop are kept, Lox, at thy temple we appear, 


Till the ſalvation come ; As happy Simeon came, 
We walk by faith, as ſtrangers here, And hope to meet our Saviour here ; 
Till Cxzr3T ſhall call us home. 0 2 our joys the ſame. 
| 3 
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O Loxp, how manifold are thy works in wiſdom haft thou made then 
all : the earth is full of thy riches, PSALM Civ. 24. Whoſo is wiſe, and 
ill obſerve thoſe things, &c. PSALM Cvil. 43. 


Lord, how many are thine unknown mercies ! I am ſurrounded 
with thy goodneſs on all fides, and yet I obſerve and acknowledge 
them ſo little ! If thou haſt puniſhed eyen the heathen, for not having 
minded and glorified thee by thy works, what will become of me ? Par- 
don, O Loxp, this my blindneſs and ingratitude, and be pleaſed to add 
to all thy benefactions this one more, that I may always be thankful for 
every thing, eſpecially for the unſpeakable gift of thy Son, and after 
that, for all thy works of creation and providence alſo. Grant that in 
all thy creatures I may ſee and adore thine infinite power, wiſdom, 
and goodneſs, and be thereby continually ſtrengthened in faith, and 
ſtirred up to thy praiſe and love. Thus let me always converſe with, 
cleave to thee, and have uninterrupted communion with thee, that 
nothing may interfere and diſturb this religious diſpoſition of my ſoul 
in the leaſt. Yes, O Log, grant me this wiſdom and cloſe attention, 
for thy glory's ſake. Amen, 


The glories of my maker, Gon, The brightneſs of our Maker's name 
My joyful voice ſhall fing, . | The wide creation fills ; | 
And call the nations to adore And his unbounded grandeur flies 


Their Former and their King. Beyond the heav'nly hills, 
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Ye ford of the LORD and of Gideon, JUDG. vii. 20. For they are bread fur 
us; their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them 
not, NUMB. Xiv. 9. But my ſervant Caleb, becauſe he had another ſpirit 
wwith him, and has followed me fully, him will I bring into the land where 
unto he went, v.24. Surely the wrath of men jhall praiſe thee, Ps. Ixxvi. 10. 


AKE care, O my ſoul, that there may alſo be another, namely, a 
kingly ſpirit with thee, as there was with Joſhua and Caleb, not 
to be diſcouraged on account of thy weakneſs and great number of frail- 
ties and enemies, as if it was impoſſible to live holily and get the victory. 
Behold CHRISsT, the true and great Joſhua and Caleb, marches out be- 
fore thee, to make war himſelt againſt thine enemies, and who can 
conquer him! he is unchangeable, his ſpirit now 1s as mighty as ever, 
and his word as powerful, and ſharper than a two-edged ſword. 
Againſt thy various infirmities he offers alſo a variety of divine ſtrength, 
and againit each of thine enemies he holds forth to thee a particular 
ſword in his word; and abiding in his word thou ſhalt ſurely conquer. 
Though the enemy ſhould raiſe thine inward and outward calamities to 
the higheſt degree, as ſo many ſtrong walls, yet he mult fall; one ſingle 
word will ftrike him down. | 
Not all that tyrants think or ſay, Nor hell ſhall fright my heart away, 
With rage and light'ning in their eyes, | Should — with all its legions riſe, 
4 


228 - NOVEMBER 24. 

Hearken unto me, ye flout-hearted, that are far from righteouſne/: ; ] bring 
near my righteouſne/s, it ſhall not be far off ; and my ſalvation ſhall not 
tarry. We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſſes are 
as filthy rags, Is. xlvi. 12, 13. chap. Ixiv. 6. 

RUE religion is founded upon the knowledge of the true Gop. 
Sinners are apt to think they have a high opinion of Gop, becauſe 

they think bighly of his mercy ; whereas Gop is as holy and as juſt as 
he 1s merciful ; and he wilt as certainly puniſh the guilty, as he will par- 
don the penitent and contrite. God, I thank thee, I am not as other 
men are,” ſays every ſelf-righteous ſinner; not conſidering, that if 

Gop were extreme to mark what is amiſs, no fieſh living could be juſtifi- 

ed: Go be merciful to me, a ſinner,” ſays every true chriſtian and 

real believer. Till this be the language of thy heart, O my ſoul; till thou 
feeleſt thyſelf a loſt, ruined, and helpleſs ſinner; till thou art brought 
to acknowledge the juſtice of Gop in thy condemnation ; till thou art 
driven to Cunxisr, as thy only refuge and hope of ſalvation, thou art 
ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, art going about to eſtabliſh thine own 
<« righteouſneſs, and thou doſt not ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of CurisT,” 


I am, ſaith Cyr1sT, the Way; Proceed it from an angel's mouth, 
Now if we credit him, is but a lie at beſt. 

All other paths muſt lead aſtray, I am, faith Cxrisr, the Life; 
How fair ſoe er they ſcem. Let this be ſeen by faith: 
Jam, faith CyrisT, the Truth; It follows without further ſtrife, 
Then all that lacks this teſt, | That all beſides is death, 
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Thos therefore endire hardneſs as a good ſoldier of Jesus Cuts, 
2 T1M. ii. 3. 


KINCES combat with fleſh and blood, chriſtians wreſtle with prin- 

cipalities and powers ; their wars give days of truce, ours not a mi- 
nute of ceſſation 5 conditions of peace there may cauſc retreat, nothing 
but death here can raiſe the ſiege; kings, if overcome, may ſave them- 
ſelfes by flight, but chriſtians may as foon fly from themſelves as from 
ther enemies; the ſoldier of Car1sT is in a field of continued conflict; 
he cannot let fall his hands, but Amalek prevails; Not to be a conqueror, 
is to be a priſoner ; not to win the field, is to loſe the ſoul ; ſecurity 
wounds thee, yielding kills thee, but victory crowns thee. Therefore 
vatch as for thy life; fight as for thy ſoul ; the time will come, when 
'* theſe enemies thou ſeeſt to-day, thou ſhalt ſee them no more for ever; 
then thou ſhalt lay down thy ſword, and take up thy palm, and folem- 
nize thy victory in glory for ever. Let then the proſpect of heavenly 
glory fire thee ; though thine enemies be powerful, yet remember to go 
forth again them in the ſtrength of the Captain of thy ſalvation ; though 
aſſaults be many, and my enemies mighty, if God ſtrengthen me, 
I have enough to comfort me; for the greater my enemy, the more glo- 
rious my victory; and the more glorious my victory, the. more tri- 
pmphant my glory, 
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7 will heal your backſlidings, JER. iii. 22. It is God who worketh in yt 
both to will and to do of his good pleaſure, PHIL. ii. 13. 


My dear Saviour, I would fain believe in thee, be faithful, obe- 
dient, and work always that which is good. And fince this is alſo 
thy will, I truſt *t ſhall be done; for if thou wilt and I will, who can 
hinder it? True, fin, fleſh, world and devils are againſt it ; but hall 
theſe enemies be ſtronger than thou, the mighty Gop ? Shall their pp- 
poſition be able to quell thy work in me, it I do not conſent to it? That 
can never be. The more violence they uſe upon me, the more earneſt 
will I be upon thee in prayer; and the more I pray, the more gloriois 
will thine aſſiſtance be: the more they hinder, the more thou wilt fur- 
ther, that all their hindrances ſhall be ſwallowed up by thy furtherances, 
as the ſerpents of the ſorcerers in Egypt were ſwallowed up by the ſer- 
pent of Moſes, The enemy will fall by his own ſword, and the great- 
eſt diſtreſs and oppoſition will turn to my good, and to the promoting 
of thy work. For if I do not abide in CHRIST, praying continually, 
every thing can hinder me; but abiding in him, all obſtructions not 
only prove ineffectual, but uſeful and profitable. 


* We honour our exalted King; Fearleſs of hell and ghaſtly death, 
=—_— ſweet are his commands ! We'll break thro every foe ; 
e guards our ſouls from hell and ſin The wings of love and arms of faith 


By his almighty hands. Shall bear us conqu'rors thro”, 
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J am like a green fir tree; from me is thy fruit found, Hosta xiv. 8. I will 
rebuke the dewourer for your ſakes, and he ſhall hot deflroy the fraits of 
your ground, MAL. iii. 11. See alſo Is Al. xxvii; 2, 6. 


S it not a diſagreeable thing for a gardener to fee the fineſt bloſſoms 
and fruits deſtroyed by the caterpillars ? Doth it not rejoice him to 
ſee all the branches bow with ripe fruits? O my heavenly Loxp, grant 
that I may not diſpleaſe, but rejoice thy heart alſo; Let me abide in 
CurisT, my true vine, and always _—_ forth good fruits. But fince 
every fruit has its enemies, and thou haſt no ſooner worked any thing, 
than the inſeQs of fin endeavour to deſtroy it, I beſeech thee to make me 
fearful and careful in every good work. Rebuke the devourer preſently, 
and preſerve me as a branch of CHRIsT, night and day, as thou haſt 
promiſed, that my fruits may endure to eternity, Doth a diligent gar- 
dener dreſs and cultivate his garden as well as he can, why ſhouldſt not 
thou cultivate my heart alſo, ſince thou art honoured by my fruits ? O! 


yes: I truſt the cryſtal ſtream of thy throne will water me, that I can go 


and bring forth greater plenty of fruits. 


Like trees of myrch and ſpice we ſtand | Let my beloved come and taſte 


Planted by Goo the Father's hand; His pleaſant fruits at his own feaſt.— 
And all his ſprings in Zion flow, © I come, my ſpouſe, I come, he ces, 
To make the young plantation grow. With love and pleaſure in his eyes. 
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Jill (do it.) Marr. viii. 3. And what is that? Whatſoever thou de. 
firelt : For the Lord <vz!/ fa(f1 the dgſine of themthat fear him, Ps. cxlv. 19. 


EA, he does **exceediag abundantly above all that we aſk or think; 
granting not only according to the notion of our narrow hearts, but 
according to the riches of his glory, as becomes his Majeſty. CirisT de- 
lights in great petitions ; for he is a great Lonp, and is rich unto all that 
call d pon him. He has all the riches of his merits and gifts, not for him- 
ſelf, (fince being the very Gop, he wanted nothing for himſelf) but only 
for us, even the rebellious, who ſineerely call apon him. Therefore 
what he has as Mediator, is not his, but all belongs to me, if 1 but call” 
upon him. O my ſoul, pray to him, nay, be mach in prayer; and as 
often as thou poureſt out thy ſoul before him in prayer, let nothing re- 
found in thy heart, but theſe words: IWIIT, 1 witL bo ir.“ As Gop 
can never lie, there is not one fingle groan loſt; but every one will be 
found to be a jewel in the life to come; by which thy riches are increaſed, 
and one treaſure put to another, O! how much is there neglected in this 
already! why ſhould you not be earneſt and inſtant now to redeem that 
little remaining part of thy time, by prayer for eternity, to lay up there 


many treaſures, and richly adorn thy crown. O Lonxb, grant that this 
may be done. | 


No is the time, he lends his ear, Come, leſt he rouſe his wrath, and ſwear, 
And waits for your requeſt ; « Ye ſhall not ſee my reſt.” | 
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Jelaua drew not his hand bark, wwherewith he fretched out the ſpear, until | 
he had utterly deſtroyed all the inhabitants of Ai, Joshua viii. 26. For | 
this purpoſe the Son of GOD was manifeſted, that be might deſtroy the | 


eworks of the devil, 1 JOHN iii. 8. 


1 dominion of any one fin is inconfiſtent with the grace of Goo and true 


ſaving faith, Rom. vi. 14. Therefore all theſe wicked inhabitants of thy | 


heart muſt be deſtroyed, and none ſuffered to live and reign in thee; fince even by | 
one fingle fin we may be utterly undone and deſtroyed, as a bird is catched in one | 
fingle ſnare. And though you are actually converted, and have gained the dominion | 


over your fins; yet you muſt not draw back your hand, and lay the ſpear and fword 
of the Spirit aſide. There is no reſt or eeſſation of arms here. Satan left CAI 
only for a time; much more will he renew his aſſaults upon us again and again: 
Nay, if a man is not watchful, but preſumptuous, “ he takes to him ſeven other 
ſpirits more wicked than himſelf.. But if one conflict laſteth long, remember that 
this is alſo the caſe of others; and even the ancient fathers have gone under it till 
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they were grey. At laſt the victory will be the more ſweet and glorious. Only above 
all things take the ſhield of faith ; for faith alone triumphs, by which we are in | 


covenant with CxzisT, and he makes one cauſe with us. 


"Tis faith that conquers earth and hell This is the grace that ſhall prevail 
By a celeſtial pow'r in the decifive hour. 


er Mn 7. 


Come, buy ait hof money and without price, Is AlAk Iv. 1. Come, for all 
things are now ready, Luxe xiv. 17. Him (be it who it will) that comes 
to me, I quill in no auiſe caſt out, Jonx vi. 37. 


Hs could a tender mother's heart caſt out her ſick child calling for help- 2 
Come, my poor ſoul, come only as well as thou canſt. Better to come in 
thy miſerable, unwilling, and lazy condition, than not at all. Do not imagine that 
it will be difagreeable to Car1sT, if you muſt put a conſtraint upon yourſelf, and 
cannot come, and pray to him with a ſenſible joy and ſtrong faith; for he does not 
fay, him that comes with a ſenſible ſtrong faith; but“ him that comes, without 
any limitation,“ I will in no wiſe caſt out. It is not required to bring any money 
ef our own worthineſs, but only the whole heap of our mifery along with us, and 
deſire grace. Gop does not look upon the ſenſible power; (for this is his particular 
gift, which he could ſoon give, if need was) but upon the ſincerity, application, 
and earneſtneſs of a poor ſinner. John Bunyan very fitly compares ſuch a one to 
a man who would fain ride a full gallop, whoſe horſe is hardly able to go a good 
trot. In this inſtance the intention of the rider is not to be judged by the ſlow paces 
of his horſe, (which reſembles our corrupt and unwilling nature) but by his whip. 
nns, ſpurrings, and beatings of the beaſt. — 


See, deareſt "Ra Dp, our willing ſouls | We bleſs the great Redeemer's love, 
Accept thine offer'd grace; And give the Father praiſe, 
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Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good, Rom. xii. 21. For, | 
who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which # is good? 
1 PET. iii. 13. 


HERE is none can harm you; for it is twice ſaid, AM is yours, 1 Cor. iii. 

21, 22. But what is mine muſt be ſerviceable and uſeful to me. We are told, | 
Rom. viii. 18. that all things, conſequently the very devils, with their whole ar- 
mour, work together for our good, to make us more victorious and religious; and 
having ſo many aſſiſtants, we muſt at laſt be good indeed. For whatever would hurt 
us, if we take the right courſe, mult rather ſerve for a ſword of defence in the hand 
of faith. For inſtanee, if any thing contrary happens to you, do not look upon men, but 
directly upon Gop himſelf, as if you had to do with him alone. Therefore take it 
patiently from his hands for your trial and humbling : then you have a bleſſing di- 
rely, If you mcet with ſtrong temptations, by the great corruptions from with- | 
in and without, let them make you only ſo much more wiſe and careful as to think, | 
becauſe there are dangerous enemies, I muſt watch and uſe all poſſible vigilance. | 
And though it is right and needful to deſpair of thy own ſufficiency and ſtrengths 
yet if you keep and preſs only ſo much cloſer to CRI in prayer and faith, like @ | 
Child to its, mother, when it ſees a devouring beaſt running upon it, all the evil will | 
certainly turn to our good. | 


How glorious, Lox p, thy wiſdom ſhines, | Thy pow'r is ſov'reign to fulfil 
The nobleſt counſels of thy will. 


And batlies Satan's deep defigns ; 
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Prayer ſhall be made for him continually, and daily ſhall he be praiſed, 
| PSaLM Ixxii. 15. 


What a condeſcending King, who can always be approached ! who 
would not pray ? you ſay, O that my coldneſs and indifference 
would permit me to do it! But are you not ſenſible of your wants and 
miſeries? Is not this coldneſs and backwardneſs miſery enough? Fhere- 
fore you ought alſo to pray, and pray moſt when you are ſo dull and 
drowſy ; elſe it will never be better with you. Ariſe therefore and pray, 
the good Spirit of God will aſſiſt you in it. Encouraged by the pro- 
« miſes of a prayer-hearing God, and a ſpecial aſſiſtance of the holy 
«« Spirit in this work, we mult even in the greateſt conflicts not omit to 
e reſiſt the temptations of the devil. And though we have ſinned, not 
«« defer it long; but pray directly, and ſay, The Loxp is merciful, and 
« I am unworthy and unable to pray; but alas! what ſhall I do? ſhall 
« wait till I am worthy and able? O no, perhaps this time will never 
* come ; for I am always a great, miſerable ſinner. A chriſtian ſtands 
always in need of the Lokp's prayer; for fince the ſenſe and terror 
«« of fin does not leave him, he can never leave off prayer.” O Loan, 
grant that this continual fire may never be extinguiſhed in my heart. 


Ariſe, my ſoul, from deep diſtreſs, Gop calls thee to his throne of grace, 
And banith every fear; To ſpread thy ſorrows there, 
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I hat doft thou here, Elijah? 1 Kings xix. 19. | 


ET this queſtion be ſuppoſed as addreſſed to us, What doſt thou here in this 

world, into which thou art ſent? Art thou working “ the work of him 
that ſent thee, or ſtanding all the day idle? How doſt thou acquit thyſelf in the 
duties of thy particular calling? Art thou upright, conſcientious, and uſeful therein? 
Art thou in the poſt aſſigned thee by heaven, truly called, and properly qualified | 
for it? or haſt thou obtruded thyſelf into it, without warrant or invitation; and 
therefore haſt no cauſe to expect ſucceſs ? What doſt thou here in this retirement? 
Is the world ſhut out of thy thoughts, and are the viſits of the bleſſed Spirit invited? 
What doſt thou here, if it be not thy with and endeavour to have communion with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus CurisT? What doſt thou here, if thy peace 
with an offended Gop is not already made, or moſt earneſtly defired and ſought 
after? If thou really wanteſt peace and ſafety, plead the blood of ]Jesus; flee to 
the city of refuge, before the purſuer of blood overtake thee, and thou periſh from 
the way. Remember Lot's wife,“ and look not behind thee, leſt thou become a 
monument of wrath, What doſt thou here, in times of trial and temptation ; art 
thou flying from the danger, or boldly facing it in the name and ſtrength of the 
Loxp? Art thou aſhamed of the croſs, or dcft thou willingly take it upon thee ? 
Elijah failed here, he fled from Jezebel; ſuch an one as Elijah teared; howl, fir- 
trees, if the cedars be thus ſhaker. What doſt thou here below ? Art thou for 
pitching thy tent on this fide Jordan, ſatisficd with thy preſent portion? Or art 
thou“ lcoking to a better country, to a City that hath ſoundations, whofe builder 
* and maker is GOD?“ Life is uncertain, death approaches, the judge is at the 
door, then “ prepare to meet thy GD.“ 


Arm me with jealous care, And O, thy ſervant, Lon v, prepare, 
As in thy ſight to live; A good —_ to give! 
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Mine eyes are ever towards the LoRD : for he ſhall pluck my fret out of the 
net, Ps. xxv. 15. Happy is the man that feareth alway, PROV, xxviii. 14. 


How long can ſome enemies hide themſelyes with their nets before our eyes, 
and draw us in all ona ſudden. It is unſpeakable how cunning and powerful 
our enemies are, how they lay in wait every where, that in all places and at all 
times we are ſurrounded, as it were, with many cruel murderers of ſouls, Bleſſed 
is he that keeps clear jrom ſelf-confidence ; but rather fearing always, ſays within 
himſelf, as ſoon as he awakes in the morning, Who knows what temptations I may 
meet with to-day ? perhaps when J ariſe, by the firſt ſtep my feet may be intangled 
in dangerous ſnares and nets. And as ſelf-confidence always will, but true confi- 
dence in thee, © Lox p, never ſhall be aſhamed, Rom. ix. 33. grant, I beſeech thee, 
that diſtruſting myſe}f I may tully put my truſt on thee, watching evermore in all 
things, and looking cautiouſly in all places about me, where there is any fear of 
danger. Whatever 1 am about todo or to ſpeak, let me firſt look upon and converſe 
with thee; that thus keeping always cloſe to thee, I may be preſerved againſt the 
power and cratt of mine enemies, as in a ſtrong- hold; and confidently ſay, accord- 
ing to thy own pattern, given PSALM xvi. 8.1 have ſet the Loxp before me; 
becauſe he is at my right-hand, I ſhall not be moved.” 


Gov is my portion and my joy; My ſoul would all her thoughts approve 
His counſels are my light ; | To his all-ſeeing eye : 
He gives ne {wet advice by day, Not deatl nor hell my hope ſhall move, 


And gentle hints by night. While ſuch a friend is nigh, 
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My Father works hitherto, and I work, (as alſo the Holy Spirit) 


JohN v. 17. 


My poor ſoul, ſhould the bleſſed Trinity not be able to deſtroy the 

works of the devil, and fulfil his good-will in thee? O! yes, he 
works both to will and to do; and that very thing which is above your 
own power, he works, and nothing elſe. If you can do little, he works 
much; if nothing at all, ſo much the better, then he works all: For he 
is our All; ſince we are nothing, and can do nothing. And happy are 
we that we can have him for our aſſiſtant in all things; and that the 
children of Gop are not required to direct their own ſteps, but ſhall be 
led by their heavenly Father. Now, O Lox, ſince by the will, guidings, 
and workings of my own heart, I throw only ſo many hindrances and 
blocks in my way; grant, I beſcech thee, that in true dependence on 
thee, I may venture every thing ; and, deſpairing of my own ſufficiency, 
may always abide in thee, draw all neceſſary ſtrength fron: thee by 
Prayer, and bring forth many good fruits which may laſt to eternity. For 
the power in me being an eternal power, thy work, weak as it ſeems 
now, will laft eternally, and none ſhall be aole to deſtroy it. 


Thy counſels, Lox p, ſhall guide my feet | What if the ſprings of life were broke, 


Through this dark wilderneſs ; And fleſh and heart ſhould faint, 
Thy hand conduct me near thy ſeat, God is my ſoul's eternal rock, 
To 4well betore thy face, | ie of ev ry ſaint. 
2 
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And bid this trifling world be gone, 
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Draw nigh to Gop, and he will draw nigh to you. Refift the devil and 
he will flee from you, James iv. 7, 8. And thus the edu], fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much, Chap. v. 16. 


O My dear ſoul, draw nigh to Gop in prayer, and he will draw 


nigh to thee; be inſtant in it, and the devil cannot ſtand againſt 
thee : for the incenſe of prayer chaſes all devils, as the ſmoke the me - 
it works wonderful great things, and will make poſſible what ſeemeth 
moſt impoſſible. Gop having given thee many things already, this is 
a great encouragement to hope alſo for that which thou lackeſt yet : 
Therefore only pray confidently, and you ſhall receive evermore; 
for unbelief is the only reaſon that Gop cannot work wonders for 


us. 


My God, I bow before thy feet, | Creatures with all their charms ſhould fly 


When ſhall my ſoul get near thy feat? | The preſence of a God ſo nigh : 
When ſhall } ſee thy glorious face, My darling fins ſhould loſe their name, 


With mingled majeſty and grace? | And grow my hatred and my ſhame. 
How ſhould I love thee and adore, My ſoul ſhould pour out all her cares, 
With hopes and joys unknown before ! In flowing words or flowing tears; 


Thy ſmiles ſhould eaſe my ſharpeſt pain, 
Nor teaze my heart, ſo near thy throne, | Nor ſhall 1 ſeek my Gos in vain. 
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ere is none good But one; that is God, Marr. xix. 17. But every 
imagination of the thoughts of our hearts is only evil continually, 
GEN. vi. 5. | x 


Chriſtian, ſeeling continually the vile corruption of his heart with grief, 

thinks himſelf to be the leaſt of all the ſaints; but a Hypocrite, having lit- 
tle ſenſe of ſin, takes himſelf to be better than others. Therefore we cannot be 
ſaid to have truly repented, except we have an experimental knowledge that thers 
is no good in us, no, not ſo much as the leaſt degree. Nay, when we are even 
come to this, and are converted, we muſt not prefumptuouſly imagine to have got 
over all the mountains; after many years we may ſee ſuch abominations, which 
we thought little of in the beginning. Conſequently, we have always reaſan to be 
afraid of our own hearts, and ſo depend entirely on free grace, like a poor peni- 
tent condemned malefactor; elſe the Phariſee will ſoon lift up his head again. 
But he that is really convinced he is ſuch a miſerable loſt finner, and has no good 
in him by nature, pleading guilty in all things, and feeking every thing freely in 
Cunts r, is actually partaker of all the merits of Cyrx1sT, and can look upon 
himſelf as entirely juſtified in him. Now, O Loa p, grant that 1 may patiently 
know and cleanſe myſelf more and more; and though I cannot effect it by my 
own power, yet my comfort is, that thou art good alone, and art willing and able 
to work in me all that is good, Rs 


Nature has all its glories loſt, No fleſh ſhall in thy preſence boaſt, 
When brought before thy throne But in the Los alone. 


2 3 
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Take this child away, and nurſe it for me, and T will give thee thy 
wages, EXOD. ii. 9. 


A Moſes was ordered to be ſaved by the moſt cruel enemy's daugh- 


ter; ſo Satan himſelf, even when he meditates our deſtruction, 
muſt be a means of our life. See alſo Marr. xii. 48. Who is my mo- 
ther ? &c. Isa. viii. 10. chap. ix. 6. O Lorp Jesvs, thou being al- 
ſo a child born unto me, and I willing to receive thee as my Immanver, 
thou wilt be my ſhield and exceeding great reward, and defend me 
powerfully againſt all my enemies. O my dear Saviour, fince thou 
art mine, all is mine, even thy Father, thy Spirit, and thy heavenly 
plory ; all accidents, all enemies muſt work for my good, and be in- 
ſtruments and miniſters of my ſalvation. O that I may never fear any 
thing, but, thinking directly it is mine, may only make good uſe of 
every thing. Thus even the very worſt would turn to my greateſt bleſ- 
ſing; and without it perhaps I ſhould want as needful a thing, as a mill 
or a ſhip does when deſtitute of wind and water. 


My ſoul, ſurvey thy happineſs, | While the good Spirit ſhews us how 
If thou art found a child of grace, To uſe and to enjoy them too, 
How richly is the goſpel ſtor'd |! 
What joy the promiſes afford ! If peace and plenty crown my days, 
| | They help me, Lox p, to ſpeak thy praiſe: 
All things are now the gift of Gop, If bread of ſorrows be my food, 


And purchas'd with our Saviour's blood: | Thoſe forrows work my real good, 
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dealing unto yourſelves in pſalms and hymns, Eph. v. 19. Teaching and 
admoniſhing one another in pſalms and hymns, Col.. iii. 16. 


F we are obliged to promote the temporal good of our neighbour, 
how much more the ſpiritual, by edifying diſcourſes. But how is it ? 
'The children of Gop, when ſomebody viſits them, (ſays a certain divine) 
are ſometimes troubled, and know nor what diſcourſe to enter upon: 
at laſt they begin, if not entirely in vain, yet perhaps unprofitable diſ- 
courſes, or at leaſt they ſuffer others to do it, and are filent at it. I will 
tell you what I have done in ſuch caſes: I firſt prayed to Gop, ſaying, 
« O good Gop, here I receive a gueſt, and having nothing to ſet be- 
« fore and treat him with, I pray thee to give me the right bread for 
„ him ;” which the Loxp was pleaſed to hear in ſuch a gracious man- 
ner, that I could ſoon enter into an edifying diſcourſe. And thus we 
keep our conſcience clean, though perhaps the lips are frozen up. 
Some fooliſh philoſophers, to the great offence of others, mock at divine 
things, and even at prayer; as if natural reaſon and will was not core 
rupted, and highly wanted to be prayed for. Bur it 1s fulfilled with 
them, what St. Paul ſays, Row. i. 22. What will become of theſe 
poor ſcoffers upon their dying bed, and at the day of judgment! O 
that they would take warning while it is time, 


Now if ſome proper hour appear, But let the ſcoffing ſinners hear 
Let none be over-aw'd; | That we can ſpeak for God, 
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Tell his diſciples, and Peter (who was deeply fallen) eſpecially, Max 
XVi. 7. If any man fin, aue have an advocate with the Father, IEsus 
CHrI5T the righleeus . . . . « + for the whale world, 1 Joan ii. 1, 2. 
Wherefore lift up the hands which hang doaun, and ſtrengthen the feeble 
Enees, HEB. xi. 12. 


AST thou been ſlack, unfaithful; and fallen away, O poor ſoul, 
thou art not to make light of it: but why wilt thou continue in 
thy fallen condition any longer and complain? Get thee up, and aſk 
rdon of CHRIsT ; he is ready to forgive and receive thee again, like 
— * having received gifts for the rebellious.” Delay not to lay 
hold of thy ranſom, which is greater than all the fins of the world, con- 
ſidering that it is paid even for this very ſin, whoſe remiſſion is purchaſed 
by it already. Therefore be not diſcouraged, much leſs ſuffer the 
temptation of drawing back to the world to prevail upon you. The 
Logd even now reaches forth his hands to thee anew by this very 
word ; come, lift thyſelf up at it, and be careful for the time to come 
to be ſo much more cautious, humble and gentle towards others; for 
2 Chriſtian's feet will ſlide, but only into humility. 


Salvation! O the joyful ſound, Bury'd in ſorrow and in fin, 
Tis pleaſure to our ears; At hell's dark door I lay; 
A ſov'reign balm for ev'ry wound, But I ariſe, by grace divine, 


A cordial for my fears. | To ſee a heav'nly day. 
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Behold ave come unto thee, JeR. ii. 22. (and) I will come unto you, Joun 
xiv. 18. A lively repreſentation of this happy meeting, ſee Luxe xix. 
4» 5, 6. Zaccheus ran . . . . and CnrisT ſaid unto him, Mate baſfte 
and come down, for to-day I muſt abide at thy houſe. 


My dear Saviour, ſince I come to thee, and thou to me, we ſhall certainly 

meet one another. Who will oppoſe and obſtruct it? Devil and ſin? O no! 
this wall of ſeparation is pulled down. “ CHRIS r ſays, come unto me, I am not an 
« angry judge, but a loving Mediator between Gop and thy frightened conſcience; 
© keep to me, and fear not wrath. Why, therefore I fit here, that, believing in me 
© to make interceſſion for thee with Gop, no wrath nor diſgrace can befal thee. 
Should wrath and puniſhment come vpon thee, it muſt firſt come upon me; which 
« is quite impoſſible, ſince he is the dear Son of Gop, in whom dwells all the ful- 
© neſs of grace, and the Father looking upon him, his wrath muſt vaniſh away, 
„ and every thing in heaven and earth be changed into ſmiles of love and grace,“ 
Er u. i, 6.—Dangers and conflicts being hot, Gon haſtens with his aſſiſtance. At 
other times he tarries, and the work of our whole renovation goes on by little and 
little, that improving in the exerciſe of patience and faith, we may alſo bear with 
others, and learn not only to quicken our diligence, but alſo to wait for him. 


In thine own ways, O Gop of love, Our ſouls' defire is to thy name, 
We wait the viſits of thy grace; And the remembrance of thy fact. 


=_ 
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Mine iniguities are gone over my head, as a heavy burden, they are tos 
heavy for me, PSALM xxxviii. 4. 


TT is a ſure fign that a man is awaked out of his ſleep, when he diſ- 

covers and ſees the error of his dream: in the drawing up of water 
out of a deep well, ſo long as the bucket is under water, we feel not the 
weight of it, but as ſoon as it cometh above water, it begins to hang hea- 
vy on the hand. When a man diveth under water, he feeleth no weight 
of the water, though there may be many tuns of it over his head, where- 
as half a tub full of the ſame water, taken out of the river, and ſet upon 
the ſame man's head, would be very burdenſome to him, and make him 
ſoon grow weary of it. In like manner, ſo long as a man is, as it were, 
over-head in fin, he is not ſenſible of the weight of fin, it is not trouble. 
fome to him; but when he begins once to come out of that ſtate of ſin 
wherein he lay and lived before, then beginneth fin to hang heavy upon 
him, and he groans under the weight thereof. So, ſo long as fin is in 
the will, the proper ſeat of ſin, a man feeleth no weight of it, but, like 
2 fool, it is ſport and paſtime to him to do evil. It is therefore a good 
fion that fin is removed out of its ſeat, out of its chair of ſtate, when it 
becomes ponderous and burdenſome to us; and ſuch a ſenſe of fin may 
well be conſidered as an entrance into a ſtate of grace. 
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Return, ye backliding children, and I will heal your back/iidings, JER. iii. 
22. See alſo LUKE xv. 20. When he was yet a great way off— 


EAR therefore the voice of thy loving Father and Shepherd, O 

thou backfliding child and loſt ſheep, crying earneſtly, Return, 
REruxx. Do not run on in the broad way with the world any longer. 
Are you not tired yet of the huſks of the world ? Do you feel no troubles 
in your ſoul? ſhall not theſe drive thee to Gop ? Lo! thy Father and 
Shepherd ſeeks thee. He is gone forth to call and meet thee already. 
He will receive thee willingly and joyfally. Come only praying as the 
prodigal ſon, and he will freely forgive thee all, though thou hadſt ſin- 
ned ever ſo much. He is alſo able to heal and correct the moſt deſperate 
corruptions of thy heart; he can deliver thee from the very jaws of hell 
and the devil. Nay, if thou even waſt poſſeſſed with more than ſeven 
devils, he can till caſt them out. Begin only to call upon him earneſtly 
in prayer, and, poor and wretched as thou art, come to him as the phy- 
ſician of thy ſoul; for the phyſician and the fick, the rich and the poor, 
are the beſt ſuited to one another. He healeth ALL our diſeaſes, and 


can make poſſible what ſeems moſt impoſſible to thee. 


Come, all ye vileſt ſinners, come, His goſpel and his heart have room 
He'll form your ſouls anew 3 For rebels, ſuch as you. 


— — 
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atch ye therefore aud pray always, LUKE xxi. 36. Let us lay aſide every 
awtight, and the ſin which aath /o caſily beſet us, HEB. xii. 1. 


by 


HF hearts of men are not like unto clocks, which only want to be wound up 
once a day; O no! the dulneſs and diſtraction is too great and dangerous. 
We muſt lift them many times a day, yea, watch continually to lay afide every 
weight. Our going out and coming in, nay all things, even the very leaſt, we 
muſt do with prayer, abways ſtrictly examining what is the will of the Loa d; elſe, 
if they are done after our own will, they do not tend to the glory of Gop, and can- 
not be attended with his blefiing, But if we earneſtly Arrive againſt our own will 
in prayer, willingly ſuffering every hour what the Lon p thinks proper to lay upon 
us, and will be ruled by his hints, and flight ſtrokes of his rod, many heavy afflic- 
tions, ſcourges, and whips can be avoided ; for the burdens which we bring upon 
ourſelves by our own will and impatience, are always the heavieſt. A chriſtian has 
daily his proper burden and affliction, like a clock, its weights, by which the fleſh 
is kept under, ſo that the ſpirit can riſe up. Therefore when any thing comes croſs, 
he looks upon it as his weight for the day, to ſtir him up to the exerciſe of prayer 
and meditation in the word of Gan. O Loxp, grant that I may always bear thy 
eaſy yoke, and never be the cauſe of my own diſtreſs and dulnefs. 


Wait on the Lon p, ye trembling ſaints, | He'll raife your ſpirit when it faints, 
And keep your courage up; 


And far exceed your hope, 


"2 


* 
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Give an account of thy flewardſhip, LUKE xvi. 22. 


Lord, how have I waſted my time, goods, and faculties! O 

pardon me for thine infinite mercy's ſake; blot out my debt by 
thy blood ; and grant, that Keeping henceforth daily and hourly a good 
account, and acting more prudently, faithfully, and diligently, my rec- 
koning may not be falfe at laſt. But preſerve me alſo from all needleſs 
cares; fince the care where to get ſomething is not the ſteward's buſi- 
neſs, but only to huſband every thing faithfully. © Teach me, O 
* Lokp, and give me wiſdom and grace to govern my houſe, and 
* manage all my affairs rightly. Be thou the principal governor and 
father of my family; I will be nothing but thy ſervant; direct me 
only in all things that I may not ſuffer or do any harm.” He thar 
does not expoſtulate with Gop, but, juſtifying him, accuſes himſelf to 
be guilty in all things, even in his beſt performances, will be juſtified 
2gain by him through the righteouſneſs of his dear Son. And being 
thus adopted of Gov, he is ready and willing to be governed and di- 
rected by him in all things as a child. | 


That awful day will ſurely come, Thou jovely chief of all my joys, 
Th'appointed hour makes haſte, J hou ſov'reign of my heart 
When 1 muſt ſtand before my Judge, How could I bear to hear thy voice 


And paſs the folema teſt. Pronounce $2 found, Marais : 


1 
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Examine yourſelves, whether, ye be in the faith, 2 Co. xiii. 5. 


ANY would be converted and become believers, if they did not preſump- 

tuouſly pretend to it, thinking they were not heathens, but had faith al- 
ready. Forſuch as have actually faith, often doubt whether they have any or not; 
and thoſe that are without, imagine they have enough. But faith is only wrought 
in the ſouls of thoſe who are deeply humbled by a thorough conviction of the 
greatnefs and heinouſneſs of their fins; confeſſing themſelves not only with their 
lips, but with a true ſenſe of their hearts, to be the chief of ſinners; and looking 
upon themſelves as the moſt unworthy of all creatures, Without this repentance 
we do not enter through the right gate, and our faith is a falſe imagination. For 
faith is the greateſt and moſt difficult thing, even to a child of Gop; it receives 
CHr1sT into the heart, and overcomes the devil, world, and all fins; which is 
not eaſily done. Therefore, if the generality of people had true faith, nothing 
was eaſier than that; for what can be eaſier than to conceive thoughts and imagi- 
nations of any thing? then there would be no need to pray for faith to ftrive and 
examine ourſelves; conſequently thefe words were ſuperfluous in the Bible. For 
fuch a faith has every one, even the moſt wicked. But they deceive themſelves, 
for faith is ſaid to he the victory over the world, And if the firſt Chriſtians had 
need to examine themſelves, how much more have we? Therefore, the beſt and 
ſafeſt way is, to pray earneſtly for that faith which has boldneſs, and triumphs 


even in death. 


| © Lox, thy grace and power diſplay ; Save me in thine appointed way, 


Let guilt and death no longer reign Nor let my humble faith be vain, 
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For thy names's ſake lead me and guide me. Pull me out of the net, &c. 
PSALM xxxi. 3—5. When the ark ſet forward, Moſes ſaid, Rije up, 
Los b, and let thine enemies be ſcattered ; and let them that hate tbee 
flee before thee, NuMB. x. 35. 


VERY one having his own particular gift, has alſo his own parti- 
. cular enemies, who lay various nets and hindrances in his way. 
ut as every body muſt clear the way for a king when he travels; much 
more ſo our enemies, when the King of kings guides us and goes be- 
fore us. Grant only, O Los, that all my goings and reſtings may be 
done at thy will, Nux. iv. 17—23. Be gloriouſly pleaſed io go al- 
ways before me, and to make room, that mine enemies may be ſcattered 
and fall into their own nets. For thou, who dwelleſt in heaven, laugheſt 
at all, even mine inward ſpiritual encmies; and art willing and able to 
confound the greateſt craft and power even of the moſt 1 inveterate and 
dangerous. And “ fince thou enlighteneſt my darkneſs, and art a 
% buckler to all thoſe that truſt in thee : ; and not only teacheſt my hands 
to war, but even fighteſt for me as the Gop of my covenant,” (PSar. 
xviii. 28—36.) I ſhall ſurely come off more than conqueror. 


Great God, preſerve my conſcienceclean; | My faith would ſeize ſome promiſe, Lordz 
Waſh me from guilt, ſubdue my fin ; There's pow'r and ſafety in thy word: 
Thy love ſhall guard me from ſurpriſe, | Not all that earth and hell can ſay, 
Tlo' threat'ning dangers round me riſe, | Shall tempt or drive my foul away. 
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— And Meſes ſaid unto them, This is the bread which the Loxp hath 
given jou to eat, Exob. xvi, 16. 


HIS manna was entirely different from the common manna, which 

is ſhook from the leaves of trees, and uſed only in medicine; this 

dropped down from the clouds, and was truly a miraculous production, 

as is evident from the following circumſtances; that it fell but fix days 

in the week ; that it fell in ſuch a prodigious quantity as ſuſtained 

aimoſt three millions of ſouls ;—that a double portion of it ſell the day 
before the Sabbath, and none on that day, &c. 

This manna is called “ ſpiritual meat,” 1 Cor. x. 3. becauſe it was 
zypical of ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things. CurisT himſelf is 
the true manna, the bread of life, of which that was a figure, Joux 
vi. 49—51. The word of God is the manna, by which our ſouls are 
nouriſhed, Marr. iv. 4. The comforts of the Spirit are“ hidden 
manna,” Rev. ii. 17. Theſe come down from heaven, as the manna 
did, are the ſupport and comfort of the divine life in the ſoul, while 
we are in the wilderneſs of this world. The manna they gathered in 
the wilderneſs was not to be hoarded up, but eaten; ſo they that have 
received CHRIST, mult by faith live upon him, and not receive his grace 
in vain ; they that did eat manna in the wilderneſs hungered again; 
whereas they that feed on CarrsT by faith ſhall never hunger. 
++ Lozo, evermore give us this bread !”? 
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What wilt thaa, Queen Efther ? and what is thy requeſt ? It ſhall be even 
given thee to the hal if of the kingdom, ESTHER v. 3. 


OST thou want nothing, O poor ſoul! Haſt thou nothing to aſk ? O yes! you 

ſay, a great deal. Well then, draw near to thy gracious King and Bridegroom 
without fear. Lo! he holds out his golden ſceptre to thee, ſaying, Aſk, only aſk, 
not only the half, but my whole kingdom ſhall be granted; nay, I will give myſelf 
unto thee. O dear foul, pray, and tell him every thing that is wanting, be it ever ſo 
great or ever ſo (ſmall. His loving-kindneſs will hear even the leaft petition ; nay, 
he will pretend to be ignorant of what thou doſt not tell him. But whatever is 
poured out before him, is actually addreſſed and lodged in its proper place, and does 
not lie upon thy heart any longer, but upon his heart, which cannot reſt till you | 
are relieved. And fince you have experienced his aſſiſtance ſo often, in greater and 
leſſer things, you may depend upon his being as willing and able now to help 
thee out of all troubles. We often imagined we were willing, and drawing near a 
him, but he was unwilling, and refuſed our requeſt ; but it is not ſo, he rather ' nl 
draws us, and deſires our relief more than we do; for it is he that works even this 148 


willing mind. - 

Are thoſe the happy perſons here, - Go then, my ſou!, addreſs the Son, | 
Who dwell the neareſt to their Gop? To leact thee near the Father's face; '\8 

Has Gov invited ſinners near ? Gaze on his glories yet unknown, | 


And Jefus bought this grace with blood ? And taſte the bleſſings of his grace, 
Aa 


354 ern 2. 
What auilt thou that I Hall do unto thee ? Lux xviil. 18. 


Lox, doſt thou aſk me alſo this queſtion? O yes! Well then, I 
anſwer, That I may ſee how gracious thou art; that knowing thy 
love in thy light, I may love thee again. This is the ſum and ſubſtance 
of all my prayer; becauſe thou requireſt it ſo ſeriouſly of me, I Cox. xvi. 
22. But thou doſt not require it as of -myſe'f, well knowing that I can 
do nothing: but ſignifieſt only what I am to aſk of thee, and what thou 
art willing to give and to work. For thou doſt not require any thing, 
but what thou workeſt thyſelf; and workeſt every thing, what thou re- 
quireſt. Therefore, faith and love being required by thee, I require 
the ſame from thee again. Grant, O grant them to me, that I may re- 
turn them to thee again. And ſince nothing is pleaſing to thee, but 
What is thy own gift, I truſt that thou wilt certainly hear and fulfil this 
my requeſt. However, as my ſalvation is not grounded on my own, but 
on thine and thy Father's love and couniel, to fave me by free grace 
through thy merits, I go on, covered all over with grace and pardon, 
This is treaſure enough, by which my heart can be well ſatisfied, 


He that can ſhake the worlds he made, Our forrows and our tears we pour 


Or with his word, or with his rod; Into the boſom of our Goo; 
His goodneſs how amazing great ! He hears us in the mourntul hour, 


And what a condeſcending Gop ! And helps to bear the heavy load, 


DECEMBER 2s 355 


In returning and reſt ſpall ye be ſaved, in guittneſi and confidence ſhall be your 
Arengtb, Is Al. XXX. 15. In your patience poſſeſs ye your ſouls, LUKE xxi, 9. 


HRISTIANS muſt ſuffer patiently. This is their armour, Go 

fighting for and aſſiſting them. But when we are unwilling to ſuf 
fer, going about to make complaints every where, and to ſeek human 
comfort, or to rid ourſelves, we negle& and loſe the comfort and aid of 
the Lok; we are ſtirring up the waſp-neſt of our unruly thoughts, and 
bring more trouble upon ourſelves and others; nay, we are fighting againſt 
Gop, who thereby intends to cure our impatience, pride, and anger. 
For the more we are peevith and wild, the more deſperate is our diſeaſe; 
and conſequently we have ſo much more need of ſuch ſharp but whole. 
ſome trials of afflictions, to mortify theſe wild paſſions of the fleſh. There- 
fore we muſt not preſume to murmur or complain, which will only make 
bad worſe: For he that will avoid one trou' e, perhaps runs into ten 
others. Sometimes it is poſſibſe and eaſy to ric. ourſelves, but the help is 
not ſo glorious and bleſſed, as if we had waited for the help of the Logo, 


Sure I muſt bear, if I would reign; |] Muſt I be carried to the ſkies, 
Increaſe my courage, Lord! On flow'ry beds of eaſe, 
I'll bear the toil, endure the pain, While others ſuffer'd tor the prize, 
Supported by thy word, | And ſail'd through bloody ſeas ? 
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356 = HE. © © © 3. 


Whoſjo loveth iuſtructien, loves knowledge 3 but he that hates reproef, i. 
| brutiſh,' PrROV. xii. 1. 


PTHEREFORE we ſhould take and make the beſt of the reproofs of 

others, though they were not without blemiſhes ; and not be like 
thorns and briers, pricking and hurting thoſe that touch them, Nothing 
can be ſaid ſo bad of us, which we have not the root of in our heart. 
And though we are convinced of and ſtrive againſt our own weakneſs, 
yet it may not be ſo earneſtly that we conquer. Therefore Gop comes 
to our aſſiſtance in a ſharp reproof of others; for he knows how to uſe 
even the faults of others to our good. And if we receive every thing as 
from him alone, ſtriving ſo much againſt this our frailty, that we may 
not be offenſive to our neighbour any more, we certainly gain a great 
victory and bleſſing. But if we grow impatient, and make many ex- 
cuſes, being unwilling to put up any thing, we make evil worſe, and 
negle& the amendment of ourſelves and others. O Logrp, make us 
better, and give us patience. 


' How ſhould the ſons of Adam's race To vindicate my words and thoughts 
Be pure before their Gop ? I'll make no more pretence ; 
If he contend in righteouſneſs, Not one of all my thouſand faults 


We fall beneath his rod. Can bear a juſt defence, 


DET I UM IBI 34 337 
Be ye holy, for I am holy, 1 PETER i. 16. 


OLINESS is a plant of the Lon p's own planting ; its root is nouriſhed by the 
waters of life, and the dew of grace lays continually on its branches; it is 
not to be found on nature's ground in its higheſt improvements ; Morality ſaith it 
is not in me, it grows only in the garden of grace; there muſt be a union with 
CHrIsST by faith, a new nature, and a new heart, for holineſs to Nrike root in, 
before the fruits thereof can be produced in life and converſation. © Holinefs, faid 
« 2a great writer, appeared to me to be of a ſweet, pleaſant, charming, ſerene, 
calm nature; bringing an inexpreſſible purity, brightneſs, peaceableneſs, and 
* raviſhment to the ſoul; it makes the ſoul like a field or garden of God, with all 
manner of pleaſant flowers, all pleafant, delightful, and undiſturbed; enjoying 
© a ſweet calm, and the gently vivifying beams of the ſun. The ſoul of a true 
« .hriſtian appeared like ſuch a little white flower, as we ſee in the ſpring of the 
year, low and humble on the ground; opening its boſom to receive the pleaſant 
© beams of the ſun's glory; rejoicing, as it were, in à calm rapture, diffuſing 
« around a ſweet fragraney; ſtanding peaceably and lovingly in the midſt of other 
« flowers round about, and in like manner opening their boſoms to drink in the 
& light of the ſun. Holineſs is an excellent thing; it puts a glory upon all other 
« graces ; it carries a graceful majeſty along with it; beholders are aſtoniſhed at 
« it ; oppoſers cannot but admire it.“ Reader, are you ſuch a flower, ſuch a 
plant of renown? then look forward with rapture to the paradiſe above, where 
holineſs will bloom for ever. 
Aaz 
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For wherein ſhall it be known here, that I and thy people have found 
grace in thy fight ? Is it not in that thou goeft with us ? So ſhall aue br 
ſeparated, I and thy people, ou all the people that are upon the face of 
the earth, EX0D. xxxiii. 16. 


EADER, do you adopt the language of Moſes, and requeſt with him, that, in 
all your removals, Gop's preſence may go with you? That you be not per- 
mitted to ſtir without this diſtinguiſhing teſtimony, that you are in the path of 
duty? Are you waiting upon the Lox, earneſt to ſerve him in fincerity and 
truth? © not being conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewing of 
your mind,” and defirous to be numbered with his ſeparate people? Then you 
may expect the divine bleſſing, and your way to be proſperous. It was a diſtin- 
Suiſhing privilege of the Iſraelites, that they were to dwell alone, and not to be 
reckoned among the nations; and it is the privilege and duty of the ſpiritual 
Iſrael, to be ſeparate and diſtin from the world; they are a ſeparate people in 
the love of Gop; in their election in Cyr1sT; in the covenant of grace made 
with them in him; in effeual vocation; in their being ſeated with him at his 
right hand in the day of judgment; and in their being with him to all eternity, 
Nor are they reckoned among the nations, but as they are called out of them, and 
generally treated as the refuſe and off-ſcouring of all things, they do not reckon 
themſelves to be of the world, but as pilgrims and ſtrangers in it. Lon p, let my 
lot be among thy ſeparate people, the righteous, both bere and for evermote. 


DECEMBER 23. 359 
ind thou Salt call bir name Jesus, for he ſhall ſave his people from their 


fins, MATT. 1. 21. 


IN is the deadlieſt foe we have; it caſt our firſt parents out of paradiſe ; it de- 
faced Gop's image in man; it brought pain, ſickneſs, and death into the world, 

a ſpiritual death into the ſoul; it cauſes a diſtance from God, and a diſlike to his 
holy ways; it gave Satan an intereſt in, and a power over mankind; it once drown- 
ed the world, and will deitroy it at laſt; it expoſes body and foul to the juſt judge- 
ment of a holy Gop. and will fink every unpardoned offender into everlaſting per- 
dition. How is this deadly toe to be conquered ? How is this fretting leproſy of 
the ſoul to be cleanſei? Reader, be careful in this matter, and ſeek after a remedy 
that will be laiting and efficacious. Duties, prayers, tears, ſacrifices, morality, and 
partial rejormations, avail nothing in this cafe; all below CHRIST IESsUs will 
prove phyſicians of no value, IESus is the only Saviour; G.p the Father ſent 
him into the world to ſave ſinners; his name implies the ſame; he is“ called Ix- 
sos, for he ſhall ſave his people from their ſins, his blood is the only propitia- 
tion tor fin ; this ſprinkled upon the heart by the Spirit, and apprehended by faith, 
removes the guilt and curſe of fin, ſpeaks pardon and peace; his grace breaks the 
power, and turns Hur love to it into an utter hatred of it; thus is holincſs ſecured 
in the heart and walk, as well as peace in the conſcience. He will ſave from the 
very being of fin, after the conflict between fleſh and ſpirit is over; his people are 


all that believe in him, and depend upon him for pardon, peace, and everlaſting ' 
ſalvation. In that happy number, Reader, may thou and I be found; may We be 
enabled to look to him, to receive him as our LoxD Jzsvs, able and willing to 
fave to the very uttermoſt. And may we walk as the redeemed of the Loa o, in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs all the days of our life, Amen, 
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360 D E C EMB ER 256. 
Pour out your heart before Gop, PsaLM Ixii. 8. 


HAT a different view does this animated text give of Praying, oppoſed te 

the uſual expreſſion of s AVN G our Prayers; ſaying what our books or our 
parents teach us ; ſaying what we have been long uſed to ſay, perhaps of our own 
compoſing, in a formal and cuſtomary manner. To your or our hearts, is 
ſimilar to emptying a veſſel of all its contents, ſo that nothing remains; and, O 
what a pleaſing, awful, important thing muſt this be z whatever is in my heart, 
my guilt or fears, my fins or ſorrows, my cares and croſſes, my wants, my dangers, 
my weakneſſes, temptations, darkneſs, and ignorance, my doubts and anxieties 
reſpecting both body and ſoul, myſelf and others, the church and the world; 
every thought that ariſes relating either to paſt, preſent, or future, I have leave to 
empty myſelf of, to pour out by drops, or in a more copious ſtream, till not one 
burden remains; and this not by myſelf, or before men, for what help can I get 
from either? hut, before Gop, who is a prayer-hearing Goo, both able and will- 
ing to relieve, aad who will not turn away from his ſelf-emptying creatures, but 
will fill them with his conſolations, which are neither few nor ſmall. He can ſend 
a Hannah away no longer ſad ; can ſay, Son, or daughter, be of good cheer, thy 
« fins are forgiven thee; and ſend an inſtructor to an inquiring Cornelius to in- 
form him what he muſt do. No wonder then that real prayer is ſo much un- 
known, or is ſuch a cordial when it is made before him, who is a refuge for us. 
Away then for ever with the prayer of the formaliſt, may learn fervency of de- 
votion from my heavenly Maſter, who in his agony prayed till drops of blood fell 
down ; and in all my forrows and diſtreſſes, foiritaal and temporal, in life and in 
death, like him may 1 be heard of my heavenly Father in the things that I fear. To 
& ſuffering Jesvs I look for pardon and cleanſing; O let me be accepted in the 
Beloved, and purged daily from my defilements, and ſo become a veſſel to honour, 


ſanRifed for the maſter's uſe for ever. Amen. 


DES TU 30 1 


By the grace of Gop I an what I am. — Born again, not of corruptible ſeed, 

but of incorruptible, by the word of God. — As new-born babes defire the 

incere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, 1 COR. xv. 10. 
1 PST. i. 23. and chap. ii. 2, | 


HAT made the wonderful difference between Saul the Phariſee and Paul the 

Chriſtian? G Acx. What made him trample upon his former legal righteouſ- 
neſs, and deſirous to be found in the righteouſneſs of CaxisT? Gr aces, illuminating 
grace. Wherein conſiſts the difference between the mere moraliſt and the real chri- 
Nian ? There may be a moral deportment where there is no grace, no principle of 
ſaving divine faith; there may be the fear of the Loa p, taught by the precept of 
men, and not by the Spirit of Go. One may attend the externals of religion; may 
have a regard to outward decency ; may have a name to live while dead ; be high 
in profeſſion, and at the ſame time a ſtranger to the power of godlineſs ;. many 
things outwardly decent and praiſe-worthy may be done without a principle of 
grace in the heart, witneſs Paul before his converſion. 

Havel this principle, called Gx Ac x, in my ſoul ? Have I been born of the incor- 
ruptible ſeed ? Have I got the taſte of a chiid of Gop ? have I taſted that the Lox» 
is gracious? Then will I defire the fincere milk of the word: the babe loves the 

ure milk from the breaſt, I will love the milk of the pure word: and from theſe 

reaſts of conſolation will ſeek comfort and nouriſhment for my ſoul. R i 
love ſhall be my delightful theme; it will ſweeten every thing in the ſervice of J#$#vs, 
will conſtrain to extenſive uſefulneſs in my ſphere of life; the grace of Gop in 
CaxrrsT JEsvs will enlarge my views, keep me humble in heart, and give the 
praiſe where alone it is due. Through the ſincere milk of the word may I grow 
daily, and be nouriſhed up to eternal life, Amen. | 


$62 ECT FER - 2: 
We muſt all appear before the judgment-/Jeat of Car1sT, 2 Cor. v. 16. 


ND are there ſcoffers, who madly walk after their own luſts, and queſtion the 
coming of the Lox y ? The hour haſtens, when infidelity ſhall doubt no more; 
„the Lox p himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of the. 
arch- angel, and with the trump of Gon. How will finners fade away, and be 
afraid in their cloſe places, when, viſible to all, the [udge ſhall appear on his great 
white throne, and from his face the earth and the heaven flee. away? Before him 
Mall ſtand the whole race of man, ſmall and greut, and by the teſtimony of Gov, 
and their own conſciences, it ſha!l be fully proved, and openly declared what they 
have been, and what they have done. — J hen ſentence, mcſt right-ous, irrevocable, 
and big with eternity, ſhall be pronounced. On the wicked everlaſting puniſhment; 
on the righteous life everlaſting ! Meditate terror, you obſtinate tranſgreſſors, behold 
he cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee him; they alſo, which pierced him, 
and all the wicked kindreds of the carth, ſhall wail-becauſe of him. “ Now, now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of ſalvation;z*” now embrace him. as your of- 
fered, your all-ſufficient Saviour; ſo ſhall you be for ever delivered from him as 
your angry Judge. If this you negleq, how ſhall you abide the day ot his coming 
in flaming fire, to take vengeance on all them that know-not God, and who obey 
not the goſpel? Lift up thy head, my ſoul, none elſe is judge but CxalisT; will 
he, who bore my fins, plead againſt me in judgment? No; but he will put ſtrength 
in me; I know in whom I have believed, and that he is able to keep that ſalvation 
af my ſoul, which I have committed to him againſt that day. 


DE CEMEFER ww 


Ne being many are one body in CnrisT, and every one members one of 
another, ROM. xii. v. 


The bleſſed communion of faints! one member has the benefit of 

all the other members gifts, prayers, and miniſtrations. One prays 
for all, and all pray for one. What one has, the other enjoys alſo. It 
may be truly ſaid of them, ALL Is Yours. There is no envy, no hangh- 
tineſs, no ſtrife or harm; for why ſhould I envy that which is my own? 
why ſhould I deſpiſe that which ſerves for my neceflary aſſiſtance? and 
why ſhould I ſtrive againſt and hurt him, whoſe hurt is my own? Is 
there any ſtrife or colliſion between the members of our natural body ? 
By no means; they all ſerve, help, and aſſiſt one another; and if one be in- 
jured and ſuffers, all the reſt, as it were, run to its relief, and are neither 
tired or angry, if the healing does not follow immediately. O Lorp, 
unite us all into ſuch a communion and general ſympathy, and flop 
all open and ſubtle diviſions amongſt our members, who pretend to ſome- 
thing extraordinary, and to be wiſe above the reſt. Reſtrain that mean 
ſectarian and ſelf-conceited ſpirit of the world, granting true humility 
to all; then we ſhall live in a ſolid union and uninterrupted harmony. 


O glorious portion of the ſaints ! And tune our hearts and tongues to ting, 
©« All glory to our fov'reign King.“ 


Let love ſuppreſs our ſore complaints, 
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Feraſmuch as ye are manifeftly declared to be the epiſtle of Chr1sT, minifter= 
ed by us, written, not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, 
abt in tables of ſtone, but in the fleſhly tables of the heart, 2 Cor. iii. 3. 


HE image is beautiful and inſtructing.—“ The epiſtle of Cxn1sT written {not in 

tables of ſtone) not on a ſtony obdurate heart, but on a heart of fleſh; a heart 

fottened by grace, and made ſuſceptible of good impreſſions :—— The heart, the ſeat of 
vital religion. So runs the gracious promiſe, IE R. xxxi. 33. 

The word read and preached is ineffectual without the operation of the Spirit of G op. 
By the Spirit chriſtians are caſt into the goſpel mold; thereby get evangelical, ſpiri- 
tual, and heavenly diſpoſitions; their reſemblance to Cxx1sT is gradually increaſed; 
they have the witneſs in themſelves; have the comfortable experience that they are 
Cunts r's, when they can read his image on their hearts. — They are manifeſtly de- 
clared to others, that they are the epiſtle af Cui is ⁊, by their good converſation and con- 
duct in the world, confeffing him before men, and ſpeaking forth his praiſe.“ Holineſs 
to the Lox D is inſcribed on this epiſtle. They alſo reſemble one another in mutual 
Dove, and in love to all that bear their maſter's image. They are the epiſtle of Cxz15sT, 
as ſealed by his Spirit to the day of redemption ; are enabled to ſhew forth the truth, 
reality, and power of religion in times of affliction, and often at a dying hour. 

Am 1 the epiſtle of Cax1sT ? Dol read the epiſtles of Cux Is in my Bible? Dol 
fee the finger of God in this divine book? Do Tread the mind of Gop there? O bleſ- 
fed diſcovery! What condeſcending grace! The great Gop by his ſpirit to dictate 
Epiſtles ſo loving and kind! The great Gop, whom 1 have offended, to ſend me a 
pardon, not only in his word, but by his Son alſo! Do I read the word of reconcili- 
ation in his goſpel ? Do theſe glad tidings of great joy revive my drooping ſpirits ? I 
would read this epiſtle from heaven over and over again. O how much do I find in it, 
while the Log this Spirit opens the underſtanding to underſtand the ſcriptures ! 


DECEMBER gr. 365 
ALLELUTA, Rev. xix. 1. * 


HO didft begin the year, O my ſoul, with an Hos anna, imploring the Lox v2 
bleſſing, canſt thou now conclude it with an ALLZTLVIA? Surely thou canſt ce- 
tebrate the praiſe of a gracious and loving Gop ? Take a review of the year paſt; haſt 
thou not had many mercies ? Have not the eyes ofthe Loa been upon thee for good from 
the beginning of the year to the ending thereof? Hath he not conducted thee through 
many ſeen and many more unfeen dangers? Canſt thou not with truth as well as gra- 
titude ſet up thine Ebenezer, ſaying, *Hitherto the Log v hath helped me,” rt Sam.vii.12. 
If thou haſt not been ſo fruitful in good werks as might have been expected, is thy 
Loxvp to blame, or thyſelf ? Whatever good has been done in thee or by thee, ſurely 
belongs to the favour of Gop ; and whatever has cauſed ſhame or humiliation, is no 
where chargeable but upon thyſelf, * Praiſe the Lox o then, O my ſoul, and all that 
« is within me praiſe his holy name; praiſe the LoD, O my foul, and forget not at} 
„ his benefits ; who forgiveth all thy fins, and healeth all thine infirmities ; who ſa- 
« veth thy lite from deſtruction, and year after year crowneth thee with mercy and 
« loving-kindnefs,'”” and will at laſt crown thee with everlaſting glory. Thou wits 
ſoon, O my ſoul, enter upon another year; let dear-bought expericnce teach thee to 
avoid all occaſions of evil, and keep thee cloſe to thy Gon. If thou liveſt to ſee ano- 
ther day ſet out afreſh, and remember to offer thy daily ſacrifice of obedience as welt 
as of praiſe to thy gracious Gop. Let every revolving day and year remind thee of a 
diſſolution of thy clay tenement, and that happy period when thou ſhait ſing unin- 
terrupted Alleluias before the thra:e of Gop and the Lan for ever and ever. 


This Gov is the Gow we adore, {|*Tis Jesvs, the Firſt and the Laſt, 

Our faithful, unchangeable friend ; Whoſe Spirit ſhali guide us ſafe home; 
Whoſe love is as great as his power, We'll praiſe him tor all that is paſt. 

And neither knows meaſure not end. And tguit him for all that : to come 
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| 3566 Additional Page for Leap-Year, FEBRUARY 29. 
Behold theſe three years I come ſeeking fruit on this fig-tree, and find 


none; cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground? —Lokb, let it alone 
this year alſo, till I ſhall dig about it, and dung it : and if it bear fruit, 
well: and if not, then after that thou ſhalt cut it down, LUKE xiii. 7—9. 


HO fruitleſs fig- tree, thou barren profeſſor, doſt thou hear this, and not tremble ? 
Gop is come ſeeking fruit; will thy bare profeſſion, thy knowledge of the prin- 
ciples of religion, ſatisfy the great Gop ? Will the notions, of truth in thy head, thy 
talking and diſputing, thy hearing the word preached, thy commending or cenſuring 
fermons and preachers, juſt as thou art in the mood, will this ſerve thy turn? and 
wilt thou thus endeavour to ward off the heart-ſearching God? Know thou, Gop is 
come to ſeek for fruit, good fruit, and precious from thee ; not the fruit of good 
words only, but the fruit of good works; not the fruit of talking well, but of walk. 
ing well, the fruits of holineſs in lite and converſation ; fruit ſhort of this Gop will 
not regard. li thy conſcience is awakened, look to thy merciful High Prieſt, conſider 
well his interceſſion for ſuch a barren ſoul as thou art, © Lon p, let it alone, &c, Fa- 
ther, let this man live one year longer; O turn away from this thine anger; I will 
pet fee what may be done; I will take other methods; I will try what corrections 
may do, perhaps the rod may work more upon him than my word has hitherto done, 
and may tend to make his barren heart fruitful; I will alſo ſtir up my ſervants to 
awaken him by a more ſharp and ſearching manner; and if theſe new efforts be bleſ- 
fed to him all ſhall yet be well, thy grace magnifzed, and his ſoul ſaved ; if not, then 
thou ſhalt cut him down. 


If under means of grace | Tho' Gor may long forbear, 
No fruits of grace appear, At length he'll ſtrike the threaten'd blow, 
It is a dreadful caſe; | And lay the barren fig-tree low, 
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A PRAYER for Chriftian Graces. 


to come; who is a God like unto thee, glorious in holineſs, 
arful in praiſes, doing wonders ? Thou art the bleſſed and only Po- 
tentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, who only haſt immar- 
tality ; dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto, whom 
no man hath ſeen, or can ſee. Thou art a Gop at hand, and a Gop 
afar off; none can hide himſelf in ſecret places where thou canſt not 
ſee him, for thou fillet heaven and earth; thine eyes are in every 
place beholding the evil and the good; thou ſearcheit the heart, and 
trieſt the reins, even the thoughts and intents of the heart are naked 
and open before thee, 

I know, O Log, that thou canſt do every thing ; power belongs to 
thee, and with thee nothing is impoſſible; what thou haſt promiſed. 
thou art able alſo to perform. Thou art good and doit good; good to 
all, and thy tender mercy is over all thy works: O that thou wouldit 
cauſe thy goodneſs to paſs before me, that I may taſte and fee that the 
Lord is good, and have his loving-kindneſs always before _= 
eyes. 


He holy Loxp Gop Almighty, who art, and waſt, and art 
E 
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O my God, I am aſhamed, and bluſh to lift up my face before thee, 
my Gop; for my 1niquities are increaſed over my head, and my 
treſpaſs is grown up unto the heavens ; behold, I am vile, what ſhall I 
anſwer thee ? I will lay my hand upon my mouth, and put my mouth 
in the duſt, if ſo be there may be hope, crying out, Unclean, unclean. 
„If I juſtify myſelf, my own mouth ſhall condema me: If I ſay I am 
«« perſect, that alſo ſhall prove me perverſe; for if thou contend with 
* me, I am not able to anſwer thee one in a thouſand : Behold I was 
„ ſhapen in wickedneſs, and in fin did my mother conceive me; for 
ho can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?” My underſtanding 

being alienated from the life of Gop, through the ignorance that is in 
me, becauſe of the blindneſs of my heart. 

| I have within me a carnal mind, which is enmity againſt God; my 
neck has been as an iron ſinew, and I have made my heart as an ada. 
mant; I have refuſed to hearken, have pulled away the ſhoulder, and 
have ſtopped my ears like the deaf adder: O how I have hated inftruc- 
tion, and my heart deſpiſed reproof ? I have forgotten Gov, and lived 
as without Gop in the world. My heart hath walked after vanity and 
become vain. I have ſet my affections on things beneath, have follow- 
ed after lying vanities, and forſaken my own mercies.- I have forſaken 
the living waters, for ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no water: 
there is in me a bent to backſlide from the living God ; my heart is 
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deceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked, it ſtarts aſide like a 
broken bow. The whole head is ſick, the whole heart faint; from 
<« the ſole of the feet, even to the head, there is no ſoundneſs in me, 
„but wounds, and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores.” | 
Loxo, I come to thee as the poor publican, and I pray his prayer, 
„Go be merciful unto me, a finner ;? the God of infinite mercy be 
merciful to me. O waſh me thoroughly from my wickedneſs, and cleanſe 
me from my {in ; for I acknowledge my tranſgreſſions, and my fin is 
ever before me. O purge me with hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean; waſh 
me, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow ; hide thy face from my fins, and 
blot out all mine ipiquities. Let me be juſtified freely by thy grace, 
through the redemption of Jesus: Take away all mine iniquity, and 
receive me graciouſly ; heal my backſlidings, and love me freely; and 
let thy anger be turned away from me, for in thee the fatherleſs findeth 
mercy. I will ſay unto Gop, do not condemn me, but deliver me from 
going down into the pit, for thou haſt found a ranſom. I have ſinned, 
Father, againſt heaven and before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy ſon ; but I have an Advocate with Thee, Jzsus CHs r the 
righteous, and he is the propitiation for my fin. Loxp, remember the 
true David and all his troubles ; remember all his offerings, and accept 
his burat-facrifice ; and turn not away the face of thine Anointed, who 
by his own blood is entered into heaven itſelf, now to appear in the 
B b | 
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preſence of Gon for men. Remember the covenant in his blood, and 
be merciful to mine unrighteouſneſs, and my fins and my iniquities re- 
member no more. 

Let me be juſtified by faith, and have peace with Gop through Jesvs 
CaR1sT ; and through him let me have acceſs to that grace wherein be- 
lievers ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of Gor. O make me 
hear of joy and gladneſs, that the bones which fin has broken may re- 
Joice. Let the blood of CHRIST ſpeak better things than that of Abel 
let it ſpeak pardon and peace to my ſoul ; let it purge my conſcience 
from dead works to ſerve the living Gop. Let thy Spirit witneſs with 
my ſpirit that I am a child of Gop, and a joint-heir with Cnz1sT ; ſay 
to my ſoul, that thou art my ſalvation. | EY 

Lord, give me a wiſe and underſtanding heart; that which I know 
not, teach thou me; let the Spirit of truth guide me into all truth, and 
make me to underſtand wherein I have erred. Make thy way plain 
before my face, becauſe of mine obſervers; and by the teaching of thy 
Word and Spirit make me wiſe unto ſalvation. Unto me, Logo, let 
it be given to believe, for the faith by which I am ſaved is not of myſelf, 
it is the gift of God : Loxp, increaſe my faith, and perfect what is lack- 
ing in it, that I may be ſtrong in faith, giving glory to Gop. Let every 
word of thine protit me, being mixed with faith; and enable me to 
look above the things that are ſeen, which are temporal, to the things 
that are unſeen, which are eternal; let my heat be purified by faith, 
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and enable me by faith to overcome the world, to reſiſt the adverſary, 
and to live continually upon J Es us, drawing out of his fulneſs grace 
for grace. | 

Unite my heart to fear thy name, that I may keep thy command- 
ments: O put thy fear into my heart, that I may never depart from 
thee ; let me be in the fear of the Loxrp all the day long. Deliver me 
from all laviſh fear that hath torment, and give me a filial fear, that 
I may never wilfully offend againſt thee more. 

Give me grace, I beſeech thee, to love thee, the Log my Goo, 
with all my heart, and ſoul, and mind, and ftrength ; to delight myſelf 
always in thee, and therein ſhall I have the defire of my heart. O cir- 
cumciſe my heart to love thee, that I may live; O may the love of 
Gop be ſhed abroad in my heart by the Holy Ghoſt. O that Jesvs 
may be very precious to me, as he 1s to all that believe; that he may 
be in my account the chiefeſt of ten thouſand, and altogether lovely ; 
and though I have not ſeen him, yet may I love him, and by believing 
in him may rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. Let the 
love of CHAIsT to me conſtrain me to live, not to myſelf, but to him 
that died for me, and roſe again. | 

Lord, put upon me that charity which is the bond of perfectneſs, 
that T may keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and may 


live in love and peace, that the Gop — my and peace may be with me, 
2 
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Give me to love my neighbour as myſelf, with that love which 1s the 
fulfilling of the law ; to love him with a pure heart fervently, Give me, 
O Lox, the love of the brethren ; and enable me to be kindly affec- 
tioned towards them in brotherly love, that I may know I am paſſed 
from death unto life, and all may know that I am thy diſciple. Loxp, 
make me able to love mine enemies; to bleſs them that curſe me, and 
to pray for them that deſpitefully uſe me; forbearing them and forgiv- 
ing them, as, I truſt, thou for CHRIS T's ſake haſt forgiven me. 

Loxd, give me grace to deny myſelf, to take up my croſs daily, and 
to follow CRRISsTͤH; to keep under the body, and to bring it into ſub- 
jection; let me learn of CHRISTH to be meek and lowly in heart, that I 
may find reſt to my ſoul; hide pride from me, and clothe me with hu- 
mility; and put upon me the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
which in thy ſight is of great price: let anger never reſt in my boſom, 
nor the ſun go down upon my wrath, but enable me to ſhew all meek- 
neſs towards all men : let me have bowels of mercies, kindneſs, hum- 
bleneſs of mind, meekneſs and long-ſuffering ; that being merciful, as 
my Father which is in heaven is merciful, I may be perfect as he is 
perfect. 

Lonxp, teach me in every ſtate to be content; let my converſation be 
without covetouſneſs; may I always be content with ſuch things as I 
have; ſtill ſaying, the will of the Loxp be done. Lok b, give me grace 
to weep as though I wept not, and to rejoice as though 1 rejoiced not, 
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and to buy as though I poſſeſſed not, and uſe this world as not abuſing 
it; becauſe the time is ſhort, and the faſhion of this world paſſeth away. 
May the very Gop of peace ſanctify me wholly; and I pray God my 


y 
whole ſpirit, and ſoul and body, may be preſerved blameleſs unto the 
coming of our Lox D Jesus CHRIST. Let goodneſs and mercy follow me 


all the days of my life; when I walk through the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, be thou with me, that I may fear no evil; let thy rod and 
thy ſtaff comfort me. Redeem my ſoul from the power of the grave, 
and receive me; guide me by thy counſel, and afterwards receive me to 
glory, through Jesus CarisT my bleſſed Lord and Saviour; to whom, 
with Thee and the holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, thankſgiving 


and praiſe, for ever and ever. Amen. 


APRAYER for the Grace of PERSEVERANCE, 


TERNAL Gop, with whom 1s everlaſting ſtrength, thou art able 

to keep us from falling, and to perform the good work begun in 
us, till the day of Jzsus CarisT. But, Logp, thou knoweſt how weak 
and changeable I am, how wavering, and bent to backſliding ; how apt 
to decline and fall off, after I have Ho ſet up, and put in a good hope- 
ful way heaven-ward ; and in what danger {till to undo myſelf, after all 
the great things thou haſt done for me. O Lok of love, have pity on 
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my infirmities, and ſtrengthen me in my weakneſs. Preſerve me, thou 
bleſſed Guardian of thy people, who keepeſt the feet of thy ſaints; O 
Preſerve me from the danger of apoſtacy, and falling away from any 
good beginnings, to which thy grace has ever wrought me: And put 
thy fear in my heart, that I may not depart from thee. Make me fo 
firmly thine, that nothing which befals me in the world, may ever part 
thee and my ſoul ; and make me fo reſolute for thy ſervice, that no- 
thing which any can ſay or do may interrupt me in, or take me off from 
that way of life which is above to the wiſe, to depart from hell beneath. 
O let me not be of the number of thoſe that draw back to perdition 
but of their happy number, who do believe to the ſaving of the ſoul. 

O Loxp Gov, thou haſt begun to ſhew thy ſervant thy greatneſs, 
and thy mighty hand ; go on, I pray thee, to work for the glory of thy 
name, and to perſect that which concerns me. Thou halt been my 
help, leave me not, nor forſake me, O Gop of my ſalvation ; but 
| hold thou me up and I ſhall be ſafe, and I will have reſpect to thy 
ſtatutes continually. Eſtabliſh, O Loxp, ſtrengthen, ſettle me; and 
leave me no will or power to feſiſt the gracious deſigns and methods 
of thy love and mercy, for the healing and ſaving of my ſoul. And as 
I, by my frailty, do ſtill renew my fins, gracious Loxp, through thy 
mercy, renew me to repentance ; and though I fall, let me not utterly 
be caſt down, but uphold me by thy almighty hand ; preſerve me to 
thy heavenly kingdom, and keep me by thy power, though faith to 
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ſalvation, O make me ſo faithſul unto death, that thou mayeſt pive 
me the crown of life, ſo to endure to the end, that I may be ſaved; 
that in the end of my life I may receive the glorious conſummation of 
all my hopes, that bleſſed end of my faith, the eternal ſalvation of my 
foul, through JEsus CHRIST, my dear Load and Saviour. Amen. 


4 PRAYER fr 2 CHILD. 


LORY he to thee, O Lord, in whom I live, and move, and 
have my being; who haſt preſerved. me ever ſince I was born. 

I humbly worſhip thee, O Lorp, my heavenly Father, thro' Jysus 
CyrIsT, my Receemerz O give me thy grace, that I may faithfully 
Eerve thee all the days of my life: Waſh me from the guilt of my fins 
in the fountain of CHr1sT's precious blood; fave me daily by thy 
grace from the practice of fin; Jet thy good Spirit reſtrain, and cleanſe 
the corruption of my nature ; help me to remember thee, my Creator, 
in the days of my youth; preſerve me from thoſe errors and follies to 
which the frailty of my age does moſt expoſe me, and keep me inno- 
cent from every great offence ; deliver me from lying and vanity, from 
picking and ſtealing, from ſwearing and ſabbath-breaking, and from 
the temptations of evil company. 

Incline my heart to all that is good, that I may be modeſt and hum- 
ble, true and juſt, meek and kind, temperate and diligent, reſpectful 
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andfobedient- to all my ſuperiors; that I may fear and love thee above 
all, and my neighbour as myſelf. Let thy good providence defend me 
from all evil night and day; let the grace of thy holy Spirit con- 
tinually prevent and aſſiſt me; bleſs me in my learning, and help me 
daily to increaſe in knowledge, and wiſdom, and in all virtues; in- 
ſtruct me, O Loxp, more and more in the truths of thy holy word, 
and in the knowledge of thy ſalvation, that I may live holily, die com- 
fortably, and be eternally happy in thy kindgdom of bliſs and glory. 

Bleſs all my dear friends, relations, and benefactors; grant to them 
whatever may be good for them in this life, and guide them and me to 
everlaſting happineſs in thy kingdom, through Jesus CHRIST, my 
dear Loxo and Saviour. Amen. Our Father, &c. 


Au ADDRESS 17 8 Ay C WORSHIP. 


ORD, I am now in thy houſe, aſſiſt me, I pray thee, and accept of my ſervi- 

ces: Let thy holy Spirit help my infirmities, diſpoſing my heart to ſeriouſ- 

neſs, attention, and devotion ; to the honour of thy holy name, and the benefit 
of my ſoul, through Jxsus CirisT our Lokd, Amen. 


After the SERVICE is done. 


LESSED be thy name, O Lon p, for this opportunity of attending thee in thy 
houſe and ſervice «: Make me, I pray thee, a doer of thy word, and not an 
hearet only; accept both us and our ſervices, through Jesus Curisr., Amen. 


